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,H'E cruel IWTanrier in which MTiPTiiktrh^s b«h.: 
treated and oppreiTed (by ^ Set o^ infamptrs irfd 
defpotic Minifter^, who have robbed their Cotirr- 
^$ry^ ^d by fawning Steps crept within the Faith- of one 
.of the ^& of Kings') is a Thing of the utrtioft Con- 

ornEnelifhman 5 arid, 
^an who caflsr hini- 
IV fo i3ialicicru^,^^nd 
e oppmbrious Names 
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dragged to Pubnc View, when he himfelf infenckd they 
ihouidlir/tCKmaincd in thatObrciiriry iri which they were 
Icund; upon this (:i fine handle for Jiis Enemies) ihe was 
tried <^how juAly I will net t:.fce upon me to £iy) for 
j|: uhlilhlnj a blaip^icnicus and ohi'cencBooi czWtfi An EJhy 
cnlfcn.iinj '^^w^ what is more extraoi^inirry, was fotmd 
Guilty. However, as I was not one of the ^nry, \ coul J 
rot perjure myfelf by conienting to a Verdiifl aga'nrt: zxk 
innocent Man, without Proof ancl contrary to Juib'ce; for 
its well known, as Mr. Wilkes hiirfelf-foy?, that it is not 
even yet publi{l}ed, '* if any prccife Meaningcan be affixed 
to any Word in our LangUcige." But this is cafily fcca 
through, niinifterial Influence was very great at that Time, 
and OpprelTion was bearingdov/n like a Torrent upon the 
Champion of omt Liberties i befides every one knows in what 

Court it was tried, and whop d; as focn as thefe 

venal Wretches had fo far fucceeded, they exulted ia 
t\it glorious- Triumph faxisdcd that Mr. li^'ilhss Popularity 
would be fufficiently leflened, and that he muft appear 
as infamous and vile in the Eyes of the World, as he 
had before appeared Great and Noble. But happy I 
am, and Thoufands more, to find that thele arbitrary 
and opprclIiveMeafjres have not anfwered the wilhcd for 
Intent, and -that ali thofe concerned in^ that black Affair 
have been brought to Shame; whilft H'ilkes (hines with, 
more than common Lujirsy and vfhokName will I doubt 
not be handed down by the f 2i\th£u\ Hi/lor ian with Honour 
and Veneration to the lateft Time, and our Childrens 
Children hang with Pleafurc upon the Sound of IViJkes. 
zad Liberty. 

Now let us fee how terrible he appears as a Libeller 
of his King ; why, it is faid, he wrote the North Briton 
No, 45. lupppfe he was really the Author of that fpirited 
Performance but that has never been proved, I fliould 
be glad to know what Part of that Paper can with 
Truth be laid to refkft on xhtKing:, 1 mufl: own myfelf 
not cunning enough to find out this pretended Libel,, 
and I fear I fhall always be ignorant of it, unlefs I: 
apply to a certain late Attorney General^ he, \ doubt not 
would be able to conftrue the Prayer for the King and. 
Suem in our Church iScrvice into a moft fcandalous. 

Libek 
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His Coadn<a from the banning to thi« Day has been 
wtmform^jieady^ confijientj full of Duty toYnsKingy an uncoip^ 
mon Love for his Country ^ and I am fatisfied thehappieft 
Moments of his Lifewilibethofeinwhich hccan ferve both. 
His Enemies (Ent;niies,didl fay, he certainly can havenone 
hut what are Enemies to thisKingdom) v/dl laugh at the 
Exprcflion of ferving his King and Country ; butthofewho 
have the leaft Knowledge of him and every unprejudiced 
Perfon I am fenfible will coincide with me, 

I w411 fay, and am bold in faying it, the whole Pro- 
ceedings againft Mr. fVilkes have been eruely unjufty /rr- 
Mtran^ illegal znd oppreJive\ but we fliall, I hope, foon 
fee the Time that he will riie fuperior to every Aft of 
Cruelty and Opprcffion; and I doubt not but his Mqjefty^ 
whofe many princely Virtues fhine confpicuoufly, will 
Ihcw his Royal Mercy to one of his beft of ^VLh]tL\sJobn 
Wilkes, Efq; 

The Conduft of a cctt^n c&ief Magjjlrate, upon a late 
popular Occafion, has proved him to be one of the moft 
venal and corrupt of Men ; his Behaviour to Mr. ffVkes 
was mean and ungentleman-like, and /hewed a Spirit of 
Malevolence, Ill-nature, and Malice, which muft make him 
4ioteiled even by tbofe who are his Friends) I m^an honeft 
Men). Byr this it is plain Mr. Wilkes's Enemies ftill make 
ufe of every Means they can poffibly invent to prgudice 

and opprefs him ; or the Lord M- — ^r of the City of 

Z "' ■ ^ ' n could not have treated him in the Manner 
lie did: Bat the Sons of Venality will ever pay a moft 
implicit Obedience toC— ^ — / Connexions j or we ftiould 
not hav« fi> many Placemen and PenJUmerSy or rather fo many 
ceady to rob their Country. 

I muft tell this Right thnou^able Gentleman one Thing 
(though perhaps his Vanity and Pride will not fufFer himto 

believe it) that the Name of T s H- y, Efq; will 

be dctefted and forgot, when that of John Wilkes ^ Efq; will 
be refpefted and revered by every true Friend of Liberty 
aftd our Country. 

The Livefj oi London y O! t Wufli at theName ! a fct of 
theloweft, moft venal, a«d nwft naercenary Wretches that 
-ever had th* Choice of Reprefentatives. Can you now read! 
idle Words, Freedom^ Liberty y and Independence y or hear 
chem mentioned without turning pale ; /k>, I anfwer for 
jfoub you cannot j your Conduft towards Mr, Wilkes has 

been 
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Been fallc,^ deceitful, and hypocritical, you abfolutcly 
Ghoie. him one of your Rcpicf'^ntutivts by h ununiinous: 
Voice, gave him the molt ianguine Hopes of Succels, and 
after al I- deferred him. Can ycii rend this without being 
ftruck y/ith Korror at the Thouj^hts of your own Actions 
iiponthriiOcca:ien. C6v:yougivconefuiiicientoril.;ti,sfacl:ory 
Keafon for thi.-; infamous Proceeding. . Can you Aart one 
Objcctiorj, but wh:?..t nruft be groundlcfs fjr not chufing; 
Ivir. IVilkeSy I" Anf'A er again, no. Can you fay he is not 
a Man oiAhiiuks^ Integrity ^ ^n^ Fortiitidc. Can you fay, 
with any kind '.-f Truth,, your favourite favyning Syco- 
phant (and I fuppofc Cuilonier) ^Ihc Right Honourable 

y s H y^ I^fq;. on. whom you beftowed 

your Favours fo. liberally; A-? you. fay he ever did you or 
his Country any real Service, I anfwcrfcr you a third Time 

no.- Why would you ^\cn be fo bajCy fo venal^zvid fo 

corrupt^ as not to /up port ^ ^^c£ty and defend the Man who 
has, upon all Occafions, (hewn himlelf a firm Friend to 
our happy Conflitutioii ; a ftrenuousAllerter of thelvights 
and Privileges of his Fellow-fubjedts^and one of thegreatefl 
Champions of Liberty that ever ftcod up in Defence of it ; 
-ray, he has been <dmoft. a Martyr, in th^ glorious Caufe of 
'.Freedom, Muft, we not thank MrJi^'ilkes for the Liberty of 
th^Frefsy tht Freedom of thcSubjedlandtheSecurity of our 
Property. V/as not a Set of wicked Tind arbitrary Mini-- 
Jiers dciiroying the Fir/i, infringingthe^^^rff.Wand robbing 
us of the Tlird; I fay was not .11 this done, and vvjio was 
it but Mr. ffUlkes that put an efFedtual Jitop to thefe daring 
and unconftitutional Proceedings j venal and corrupt as 
you are, you cannot certainly have Impudence enough to 
.deny this,, which is known and acknowledged by the 
whole Kingdom, nay almoft the whole ff^orld. 

Let me afk thefe very honeji, independent^ -indfreeborn 
Livery of the City of London, one Queftion ? Would 

either of you been pleafed if Lord U x had iflued a 

General Warrant, and ordered three or four Meflengers to 
have entered yourHoufe by force,, fci zed your private Pa- 
pers, I mean ihofc concerning counterband Goods and rob- 
bed the King of his Right, or a few Letters from your dear 
Spoufe, affuring you of her conjugal Love and AfFedtion,, 
after fhe had ornamented your Head ; for I am fure yoii 
CQuid have nothing elfe of any Confequence^ either to 

youE- 
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yourfclves or to the Nation j and what is ftiU worfe, hav4 
ifig youi! deaf Calicoe Perfbn imorifoned; aye, and in New-^ 
gate too ;. I fay how would you nave relifl^ this very juft 
and equitable Proceeding, that is more than I can Anlwer % 
but I know what you would have done in fuch a Cafen. 
begged and prayed> and promifed never to be Guilty of tho. 
Kk« Offcttce again ^ and ever after trembled at the Name 
or Thoughts of a Secretary of State* 

Read this,. and tlxeaAnfwer me; where is ^rour boafled 
Probity, your Patriotifm^ your Freedom^ your JLovc of Li* 
berty, and in what Refpc<S are you preferable to the 
toeafteft a^ meft corrupt B$rmtgb in tne ifeia(^45wf— -<- 
tttd remember thi^,. that Ae Name of the Livery of Loiv 
iteft in 176&,. will be haftded di^wii with Infamy to the 
fetefl Pofterity, 

' fof a krfe Speech to a gf e^ Afitmbly ,> the Price :of Pro*- \ 
si^^m are (^id to be lowered^ and fome Peoj^c thairftcd 
for doing that Ad of Goodnefa to the inferior Part of 
IMTankifid, but t beKeve it will be a teng Time bdbre. 
*he Poot will feel tjic ^ood EiTcds^ of that ialutary McaJ^ 
f«re ; for I can ftt no Difference between the Price of Pro*-^ 
*>i0OHd nrnf and ^x Mrtnths agh. The Poo^are abfoluMw 
ly ilarving in all Parts ef the Kingdooi, and i$ m^Bbt 
r^lly ihocking to every Perfon wrho has the epmm^m, 
Feelktg^ of Hucnattky to fee them in the nriferibte •^'Witfc 
AtiffH. they are*. 
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tefmenpraaiCi all their Arts^ 

\erCs Tools concurred with willing Hearts 

t MaUy who undifmay'd by Power ^ 

tes reveafd, ahdfmiVd within the Tower. 



what manner can a Man better employ 
is Time and Pen, than in the C/itife of 
is Fellow Subjeds, in rooting out arbi-- 
rary Power (if poffible) and expofing in 
lie mod "open and public Manner the 
Proceedings of dejpotic Minijhrsy who cer- 
ir more or lefs than Servants of the Pu6/ic, 
bound, in j*fticeto their C^z/«^ry, to exert 
r thejgood of theP^/^j whereas, they no 
^' . fooner 
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fooner get into Power y under a Pretence of fervlng them, 
and being ufefulto their Sovereign^ in advifingand aflift- 
ing him in the great and important Bu/inefs of the Na- 
tiouj than they either appear as Cyphers in their Office, 
or by falfc Infinuations, ufe every Art to ingratiate them- 
felves in the good opinion of his Majefty, that they 
may rife to the fummit of their WiQies ; or they devile 
fome ridiculous Meafure to opprefs the People. Gold is 
their Kingy Ambition their God\ they know no other 
Power or Deity :^ for thefe t\\tY\\fawn where even their 
Souls abhor; for thefe they'll pray, and for the fame 
bla/pheme; fwear to one Lord, that they \iono\xt Church and 
State, and to another his Enemy, that they hate them 
both; nay for thefe they'll even Pimp to pleafe their 
Prince, and for the fame would take his Life, I wifh this 

was not too juftly the Portrait of fome M ts. If 

they are what they ought to be. Men of Probity, Men 
of Abilities, capable of advifing about the Government of 
the Nation, why do they not employ their Time and 
Attention, and exert all their Efforts to remedy and 
prefent national Diftrefs; or by fome Means, find out a 
more ^ffeftual Method of ilarving the Poor at once^ 
for at prefent, there do not above twenty perifli for 
want in one Day, in different Parts of the Kingdoms and 
if they continue to drop off in fo flow a Manner, we 
fhall not get rid of this peft of Society (for thefe Wretches 
think them fo, and fcarcely believe they are of the fame 
Species with themfelves) for fome Years, 

We have been lately informed that the Laws are to 
be enforced, and in the mofl: rigorous Manner, agarnft 
all thofe who will not quietly fubmit to be ftarved to 
Death. So that if any poor Creature {hould dare in 
future to fay he wants Bread ; or endeavour to get 
at it as the Law of Nature demands, he is to be in- 
ftantly Shot, or taken up and hanged, as 'was the Cafe 
of many unfortunate People in the Weft of England 
about eighteen Months ago, 

Thefe Things are a fufficient Proof of the greaC Abili^ 

ties of our M -rs ; their indefatigable Pains in the 

Management of public Affair?, and flicw how Ciapablc 

they 
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they are of condtifciftg the great and mighty Bufi- 
nets of the Brifi/b Emfnre. If we look back for eight 
Years, into the Proceedings of Adminiftration, I fear we 
(ball not find one adl of real good done (by thofe who 
have undertaken it) for this Kingdom ^ yes, f had f.^r- 
got indeed the ghriouss honourable and advantagemis Peace 
that was concluded in One Iboujaudy Seven Hundred and 
Shcty-twa (fully adequate to all the Succ^Jjes^ to all the 
Glories of ihe War) by the great and mighty Tbane^ 
and kis no lefs great and mighty Colleague, the D— e 
of B d. 



The ManiUa Ran/bm too has been demanded with 

a Spirit becoming Englijk Minifters, and I fuppofe p^iid, 

for nothiBg has been feid about it for fome 1 ime j but 

1 believe thofe brave Fellows, who rifqued their Lives 

id the Caufe of their Country at the Manilla's, would 

be glad to have this contirined. We are conftantly now 

tcld in Speeches from the Throne, that every Thing 

Kmains quiet Abroad^ aod that we are upon good Terms 

with the different Pn;ers of Europe. This is not at all 

to be wondered at» fer it would be altogether abfurdand 

unroafonable in* thfint to diAuf b a Tranquility purchafed 

Upon tfaefe ingloiiioiis Terms, or to quarrel with an humble 

paiSfft Ci " ■ " ■' « ' , . w^hicb hath not Spirit to a/Tcrt 

» Rights or seifefifi an Iit/ury. Our Enemies certainly 

fiad great Coii^^tion in the dikn&eip broken, and 

dttfenble S^oe o£ oar intedor G ; which amply 

jmmrdt them for alt they £bfiered in the courle of 

ditt W»r ^ ani it c^not be doubted, but they will fooA 

tadce Advantage of the Weakness of oui:^ Councils, and 

thdr |3Ssfiive Obedience, to every Thing our Enemies 

|4tale tti^ »ipDfe,t contrary to the Aidchi^i the late gJori^ 

qu^Fmm, and the Laor of Nations. 



But what cart) be e^cpedtd from the M—— y, when 
Itfiswmarket, Cock-figbting, Cards, Dice, andDebauchery 
take up the gpeateA Part of their Time and Attention, 
and 6am* to be of mone Conieauence to diem, than the 

itioii. In 
this 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



No. II. NORTH BRITON. n 

K — g, L— ds and C ns, muft have been obedient to 

your Nod ; but happy for us that is not the Cafe, and 
I hope, every Scotchman will be difappointed, that at- 
tempts to butcher an EngUjhman^ and that Mr. lVilkes\ 
Life may be preferved for the good of this Kingdom. 

I fuppofe it will be proved upon the T^rials of Donald 
M^Lane and Peter M^Claughan^ that they were infane 
at the Time they (hot the unfortunate Mr. Allen^ jun. 
in St. George's Fields^ and I doubt not, either through 
their Infanity, or Scotch Intereft, they will be acquitted; 
^is to be fure will give fufficient Licence for Scotchmen 
to murder the Englijh at Pleafure^ 



What can be a more flagrantlnfult upon public Juftice, 
than to admit two common Murderers to baiij as was 

done on M^^^ay laft, at TV r, an Aft repugnant 

to the Laws of this Kingdom ; for even where Cri- 
minals have been admitted to bail, and under the moft 
favourable Circuniftances, it has been with the Confent 
of the Profecutor, and I am certain Mr. A — n never 
confented freely to any fuch thing, nor could he, in 
Juftice to his deceafed Son and to Englijhmen ; it might 
be done perhaps agreeable to Scotch Juftice ; and a 

L d B e and Sir J s L r are bound 

for their Appearance, and A r M y being 

a Relation of L d M d to be fure he would 

not refufe ftich bail. I much doubt whether L d 

M d would have admitted an Engiijh Soldier to 

bail, if he had murdered a Scotchman. Bail was re- 
fufed Mr. Wilkes for a much lefs Crime, or more pro- 
perly no Crime at all, as a little Time will prove 
to the whole World ; but unfortunately for him he 
was not born upon the Highlands oi Scot land i and what 
is worfe, he has too much Integrity to truckle to a 
Scotch Minion, too much honcfty to fee his Country 
plundered, and his Fellow Subjefts opprefled, and dares 
openly to fpeak the Truth* 

Let 
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Let Traitors, let Scotch Rebels, Flattery on Flattery 
heap. Lies on Lies; and Curfe on the Coward, the 
fawning Wretch that darts not even to Kings avow the 
Truth; Truth is the liberal Breath of Heaven, and 
JVilkes will I doubt not, foon be triiioiph^at: over 41 his 
Enemies, Enemies to thijs Kingdom. 



LONDON : Printed for T.PEAT,No. 22, near St. Diuiflaa's 
Church, Fleet Street ; where Letters to the Author ^f the EjorjCMNUntiy 
Nordi JBntoo (Pgft paia ; will be receifed. 
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worft of Confequences; wJllthcPeople much longer tamely 
fubmit to perifh in the Manner they now do; will they 
not feek Revenge if Admnijiration fhould cx)ntinup deaf to 
their Cries, dAf to their Cotaplaints, deaf to their Re- 
nionftrances,and totally fegardlefsof their j^^/ir^ of their 
lAvesy and Exijiencef The principal Bufinefs, nay the 
only Objed at preferit if the Tbane ind hiiT&ols, k to kill 
and perfecute In the moft cruel and tmjuft Manneri every 
one who dares to oppofe him and his infamous Meafures; 
but let him take warning, and not think he is fecure un- 
der theProia^on of M ; iYitThronentvtrw^M^ and 

it is hoped never wilt be a Security iorwtked Miai/iers. 

The following Letter frona Lord B n , S y at 

W ^r^ to the Field Officer in waiting, muft (hock and 

raftonifli the whdte Kingdom, and will fofficicntly prove 
how the Tools in Power are now employed, and clearly 
fhew who ftill adt behind the SCciies^ aiidhow cafyitis 
to impofc on the 




SIR, 

^— r O— ^> May i ith, 1768. 
/^ Having this Bay had the Honour of mentionine to 

the K ^ the Behaviour of the Detachments from 

the feveral Battalions of Foot Guards^ which havie beea 
lately employed in affifting the Civil Magf/ffates, aiidpre- 
ierving the public Peace, I have great Pleafurc in inform^ 

kigyou, that his M highly approves of the Coadu£l 

of both i^iz Officers and Men^ and means that his M— — 
Approbation fliould be conmiunicated to them through 
you. — ^Employing the TrDops oh fo difagteeable a Service 
always gives me pain, but the Circumftances of the Times 
inake it neceflary; I amperfuaded they Jfeethat Neccffityj 
and will continue as ihey have done to perform their 
puty with Alacrity; I beg jrou will be pleafed to afliire 
them^ their Zeal and good Behaviour upon this Occafioa 
ilcferve it. And in cafe any difaereeable Circumftances 
fiiould Jiappcn in flie Execution of their Duty thty fhall 

jiave 
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ha\rc every Defence and Proteiaion the Law can authorize, 
and this .Office can give. 

I have the honour to be^ 
S IR, 

Your moft obedient and moft 

:f idd Officer in Waiting for 

the Three Regiments of Humble Servant, 
Foot Guards* 



What muft EngKJhmen think of this extraordinary, this 
unaccountable Letter, muft it not be alarming to the whole 

.Nation^ to find his highly approves of his Subj efts 

being mtirdcred, and in the moft barbarous Manner, con- f^ ^ 

trary to all the Laws of this Kingdom f as we are not go- 
verned by a Military Force, but civil Power and a mild 
Syftem of Engl^ Laws. It. would give great Pleafure to 
all the SubjeSs oi Great Britain^ to know by whofe Di- 
redJons the droops that behaved fo nobly in a late fccret 
Expedition to 5/. George's Fields were fent, by whom they 
were ordered to load with Ball, and by what Authority 

they fired; k will be anfwered, Mr. , asajuftice 

of the Peace gave them Orders to Fire, but then Mr. 

would do welt to let the Public know how he 

came to have a Power which no other iWi/g^r^/Zif has, and 
how long he has been invefted with this new Kind of Au- 
thority, and by what Law he was authorized to givt fuch 
Orders : this Method of quelling Riots with a Military 
I^orce^\^2Barlntraryi2kndiunconJiitutionalz^Generalff^arrantS'^ 
I would therefore advife thlsMT.Jii/liceylo learn theDuties 
of a Magi^ratey before he adls as one again, and not order 
Soldiers to fire upon People, becaufe he thinks he has a 
Tight to do it V he might confiftent with the Office of a 
Magiftrate call Affiftance from the County (if nece/Tary) 
that is the only Remedy we have at prefent againft Riots ; 
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;another Rebetticn, burft upon us from its native Norths ia 
iavour of the Stuart Line 5 inftead of killing a few innocent 
xinarmed People, Lovers of their King aud Country. He 
aflures them further, ^^ In cafe any difagreeable Circum- 
^' ftances (hould happen in the Execution of their Duty, 
"^ they (hall have every Defence and Protedion the Law 
^^ can authorize, and this Office (the W — r Office) can 
^* give." But, my Lord, neither you as Secretary at W — r, 
aior your Office, nor the Troops are any part of theEngli£h 
Constitution^ your Office and they are voted from Year 

to Y^ar, And if this Ufe is to be made of the Troops 

againft the Letter and Spirit of theConftitution, it is high 
Time they were difcontinued and voted dangerous to the 
SubjeSi^ 2ndi deJhuSHve of our Uierties -^ but the Lives as 
well as the Littles of the Subjeft in the Eyes of this 

T 1, are of fo little Value, that the killingorwounding 

them hath no other Epithet beftowed upon it, than a 
'^^ difagreeable Circumftance;" it is indeed a Circumftancc 
foycry JtfagreeaiJe to Englifhmen, that his Lordfhip would 

<io well, inftead of ^^ mentioning to the the Beha- 

*** viour of the Foot Guards," to mention to his — — 
the Binatisfadlion this Behaviour hath created intheMinds 
•of hislbeft Subje(3;s (which is much the greater^ becauie 
^le Af^robation is thus publicly avowed) and 

that if the fame Behaviouron the fameOccafioniscontiiraed 
every good Man will dread the Confequences^ 

It may be neceffary to undeceive the Troops, in 
regard to the Afliirances which the Secretar y 
hath given them. A Man who has gone through fo 
many Employments, and been fo many Years in Par- 
liament, one would reafonably fuppofe muft know that 
the Law does not authorize any Defence or Protedion 
of the Troops that are employed in fuppreffing Riots, 
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not be difpenfed with, the Offenders (hould be pardoned; 
if fo, it bids fair for a Diflblution of our Laws and Conjli^ 
tution. Alas! poor England. 

Notwithftanding a very able Writer, under the Signature 
6i An Englijhmany has handled this Letter in a mafterly 
Manner,! thought it abfolutely neceflary to fay thus much 
upon it for the Information of my Readers who may not 
have feen it, and hope he will excufe my having made 
ufe of his Words in lome Places. 



L O N D ON : Printed for T. P E AT, No. ^2, near St. DunftanV 
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'A noble Freedom 



Dwells toitb the brave, unknown to fawning Sycophants, 
jiud^Mki a PniiiUgi of being beHev'd. 
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'To the Right HcnourableWilUamLiord Mansfiddy 
IjOrdChiefyuftieedfthe Court ofKin£s Bench ^and 
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of the hH three; and as to the firli^ yon muft be feftfibk^ 
my Lord, we are ail a little imnsof aL It is true Mr. WiJk«j 
has bten found guilty {b^ a Jury) o£zLiie/^ and alfofor, 
poWifhirtg €m obfbene Booi^ but this has xiwiboea d«d/. 
proved to the World ; how fatisfaftdry the Proof uajjght be 
to your Lordfhip, I know not; but this I muft tell you, my 
Lmd, thfltd^ Eublical-6 Mti€h4Mrad«4ecf widi«boflj i^^r- 
Ji^s agaifift him. 

Algernon Sidney^ the great Defender, ofpuhlic Libert ^ 
died glorious in the Caufe ; he was accufed of being con- 
cerned ih the k^ Hmje fht^ »d«r%aed for HigASyea- 
/m hdavt Lord Chief Jufiice y^neyiF^ the Jmy ^v^one 
packed, my Lord, and found him ^Swlfy^ as. direSed. hf. 
the King s Solicitor ; it is to be hoped there are no fuch 
Juries i^ »ur days t Jeffeteys too, my I^rd, was a.'gt^eat 
Advifet* ahd Prottiot^ofeveryo/>^r^wAnd arbftrery'M^-^ 
fur^ of the nn^pfy and tyrdnnicaiJirign ia which heiivei^ 
and hk inhuman PtHx^edings agsuftft Mxmmotab Md hi« 
miferable Adherents in the Weft, «inli ev« ^nderhis Mc;, 
-mory infamous. 

But We, my Lord, live in the Hafcyoa Days rfOecii^ 
^:the Third, noartful orxmfmrRcprcdentatitmsof anyjBcrfiDcdB 
is imtde to his Majefty, he regUliHy examines every Things 
'of natitxnal foiportance^ iior will he iuffcsr the Giara£ler df 
auy Subjeft to be affiriEnated ih the daiiL We ane like- 
wife particubrly happy, in having foof/r^i^r and imbiaffei 
a ^uige as your JLzfrdJbip at tiic Head of public Jt^kn. 
You, my Lord, 2lxq candid znd, impartial m the Dcdfiont/ 
every Matter that comes before jf^ii, but more nicely foia 
^tny Thing x)f natiantrl iTnportanvei JioPc^fon new fufiers 
through any tmneceflary Delay in theExecuticwioftheLffWj 
no packed Ttor hiiedjufy dare to appear before your Lorii- 
thip, rtoMm/itres of arbitrary ftttd '^i^/^/t Miaiftert aufe 
Topporttd or defended ty j<w. The Lives, Liberties, ^hd 

Pre. 
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PrapertlcB ofEatgBJbmen are jpcrfeiaiy fccure under yonr 
Lordftip's mild mdiequitahJeD^itTthvA^^ 
The People too are quite fafc tinder the prefent civil Power. - 
TThcLaws of this Kingdom are not fuifferedto be executed 
by the Sword j and it is "fkmly believed, if any Difturbance 
Avas to happen among the People, your Lordfhip would 
not permit a Soldier to appear, but go in Perfon with your 
-own Officers, defire the Peof>Ie to difperfe, with ftrong 
^A/Jurances that Jufiice ihould be done them; in Imitation 
of that much refpeded and upright Judge Lord Chief Juf^ 
:tice Hdt i who declared, upon a like Occafion, *' If the 
** Soldiers dared to appear, and one Man was killed^ both 
^* the Officer and every one of his Party fhould be hanged 
^^<if tried before him.r 

Tou, my Lord,liavea Degree of Refolution which never 
<:an fwerve in the leaft from what you think to be Law and 
jufiice I and it will not b6 doubted* ort the prefent Occafion, 
\i\xt you will ihew an intrepid Zeal in aflcrting the Autho^ 
Tity of tbeitfw, were you even fure to incur the Diipleafurc 
of both Houfes of Parliament. Your Integrity ^ my Lord^ 
will not fuffijr you to deviate from Judgement and Truths 
though In compliance with the Defires of a Prince. 

Your unfullied Reputation adds Dignity to the Station 
^hich you fill, and Authority to the Laws which you ad- 
minifter. Your great Care to prevent the leaft Encroach-- 
ment oti the Liberty of theSubjedj the Amiablencfs of 
JprnMannersy^nd engaging Ai4dreJ}, render you as^heloved 
by thofe who Jiaye accefs t;o you, as you are admired by 
the whole Nation for your Oppqfition to tyrannical Power. 
And nathing will give more univerfal Concern to this King. 
<dom than the Lofs of your Lordjhip or your Re/ignation of 
the Office which yoM now hold i this Concern is ftill in- 

creafcd 
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creaftd in thtf Breaft of every Englt^'mm\ by the Feat", 
we arc poffeffed of, that in tfiie Place of your Lord- 
fliip we may have a worje. Yet we have this Confolation, 
my Lord, that a worfe than JefFereys is not to be found 
by the moil defpotic Prince in Europe* ; 



This Number was intended to be publiflied for fbiiie time paft th6 Firft 
Day of this Term, addrefled to the Right Honourable William Lord 
MA(>fsFiELD4 but the fubfequcnt Numbers will come out regularly everjr 
Saturday, 

^ The Letter figned Amtor LibeHatis is tob incofrea icfr PublicatioUL 



Printed for Staples Steare, No. 93. Fleet-Street* 

,Whcre Letters to the Author of the ExTRAORoiMARt^ NoRTtf 
Briton, (Poft Paid) will bfc tcccivcd; 
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this paper is faid to be the Standard of Rebellion^ 

(by one of the twelve J s of this imgJom).zndz report. 

has been no Icfs induftrioufly than falfely propagated by fomc 
malicious enemies of the conftitution of this free country, 
even of high treason; but I am iatisfied thebafenefsanA 
malignity of fuch a report will be eafily feen through by 
every unprejudiced perfon who reads thatpapec; 

A 11 that I fhall fay, and all that is neceffary to be laidl 
in defence of No. 4. is, that it is wrote upon the prin- 
ciples of the glorious r^^/e^/^// in one tboufand Jix hundred^ 
and eighty-nine ; and that if any precife meaning can be 
affixed to the words rebellion of high treason, I will" 
aflert in c^pofition to the opinion already advanced, or- 
the conftruflion of any Star Chamber oppreflbr, that there 
is Xkot the leaft tindture of either ia the preceding number- 
of this paper.- As to rebellion^, if I underftand the mean- 
ing of the word, is, an a£lual riffng of the people, or 
taking up arms againft their prince ; perhaps thefe court- 
agents meant that I intended toraife a rebellious aflembly;; 
but there again they made a falfe conftrudion; as. I pfe- 
fumc by our laws a rebellious ajjembly means twelve or 
more perfons gathered together with a defign to change^ 
laws, ftatutes; &c. but ^s a noun-fubjlantive I could not 
vci^kt twelve J and I do not remember in any part of that 
paper to have defired eleven more to join mc either ini 
Bloomfbury Square, or South Audley Streets 

I (hall now endeavour to prove that there- is not the 
leaft colour of high treq/bn in thzt paper; firft,, there is no- 
offence againft the fecurity of his Majefty ; fecondly, nO' 
endeavours to compafs the life of the King or Queen ;. 

thirdly^ 
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thirdlv> no defign to levy war againft them ; nor does it 
in the leaft border upon my adherence to the enemies of 
this my native country ; I /hall therefore reft myfelf 
perfectly eafy under every imputation of that kind. 

• I a:m fenfible courtagents^ by their infamous arts and cor- 
ruption, would be glad if it was high treafon^ to difcufs. 
publicly their arbitrary proceedings, and to eftablifli the 
old court creedy that the King is fuperior to the law, has aa 
unlimited power, and that all refiftance is abfolutely un- 
lawful. Thefe are the people who ftill inherit the very 
fame principles which many others have done in former 
reigns, who preached up paflive obedience, non-refiftance, 
and indefeafible right ; which, in reality, implies that the 
King of Great Britain has *a right to be a tyrant, and that 
his fubjefts are obliged to be flaves. This kind of doc- 
trine woufd have paffed very well in the days of James the 
Second^ and been highly approved • but we have the hap- 
pinefs to fee a King upon the Throne, who has too much 
goodnefs to wifh for any power incompatible with the 
common good of his people, and too much wifdonl to 
believe thofe his friends who would make their court to 
him, by profefling an obedience they never praftiled, and 
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endeavour to efcape or fcreen myfclf from the punifhment 
of the Law, if I am guilty of a crime ; but choofe rather> 
from a confcioulhefs of innocence, to give teftimony with 
my blood in the caufc which I have efpoufed. 

Our Laws are good, but unlefs thofe Laws are imparti- 
ally adminiftered by an upright judge, they are at beft but a 
dead letter j and by fhewing the people how happy they 
might be^only ferve to aggravate the fcnfe of their oppreflions. 
The late new method of playing upon words by fome Court 
firving Attorney Generals^ in order to make them anfwer 
the purpc^e of an arbitrary judge, is of a mofc dangerous, 
confequencc to the fubjefts of zfree Country ; and every^ 
man muft dread to appear before fucb a Court;. 

ThcTOiTepablp effcfts of fuch proceedings are too clearly^ 
feen by the trials of many unfortunate people in the weft^ 
in the reign of thiat Tyrznt James the Second, before Chief 
Juftice Jefferies, who threatened juries,, intimidated wit- 
nefles, rejeded all interceflion, and feemed to take pleafure 
in the work o[ death ; by this means upwards of two hun- 
dred and fifty perfons were, in one circuit,, iacrificed under 
-colour of juftice^ by that wretch ; and fbme few, wh<> 
.cfcaped death were ruined either by Fines^ Scourges, or 
Imprifonment ; nay,^ Lady Lj^, widow of one of the regi- 
cides, was apprehended, in extreme old age, for fheltering; 
two fugitives from the battle of Sejgemorey and notwith- 
ftanding a proof of her having fcnt (as ibort as (he knew 
upon what cnterprize they had been) information againfr 
them to a Jufticc of Peace, fhe was tried and the Jury^ 
twice declared her not guilty; yet JefFeries, with dreadfut 
threats and menaces, frightened them into a vei?di(fl, b)r 

whichihebft her life- 

However^^ 
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However, fince thofe unhappy times,, the glorious Revo^ 
lution has been brought about, by our great deliverer 
William the Third, at which time, exceffive bail in cri- 
minal cafes, heavy fines, arbitrary and cruel punifhmcnts, 
fufpending laws and the execution of laws, to petition the 
King, and ali profecutions and commitments for fuch pe- 
tioning,, were declared, utterly and. diredly contrary to 
the laws and ftatutes, and freedom of this realm ; with 
many other valuable privileges (which were before by ty- 
annical Kings, corrupt Judges and infamous Minifters 
almoft totally fub verted and extirpated).. And it is to be 
Roped they may ftill be preferved to us and our pofterity 
hj upright Judges. Let them remember the miferies 
which muft inevitably follow the lofs of our Liberties,. 
and how eafily they may be preferved if care be taken in 
time ; and if thefe trifling papers fhould open the eyes, or 
confirm the honourable refolutions of any of my worthy 
Countrymen^ Ifhall think my time well ipent, and that I have ^ 

gained a glorious end -, and notwithftanding I am fure to have j^ 

the heavy calumny thrown upon me of an incendiary, or 
a feditious fcribbler, by wicked Minijiersy and Favourites^ 
whofe arbitrary meafures I fliall endeavour to expofe as far 
as I am able ; that will not in the leaft difpirit me, nor 
profecution intimidate ; and I hope to die with the comfort 
of believing that Englilhmen will be ^r^^, and know 
themfelves to be fo^ and that our children, relations, and 
friends, and their pofterity, will inherit their fhare of this 
ineftimable blefling.. 

So great a regard had our Deliverer for every man: who 
wrote in defence of Public Liberty, that in the fecondyear 
of his reign, when one Dr. Wellwood, a phyfician, was 

taken: 
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taken into cuftody, and reprimjmded at the bar of the 
Houfe of Commons, for reflefting on the Parliament in a 
weekly paper^ entitled, MERCURIUS REFORMATUS, 
hut as foon ^ the King found it was wrote in defence of 
the gQvernpient, apd the rights axid privileges of his M?^ 
)&&,Sy h^ was fent for immediately^ :apd appointed by hj? 
Maj^fty one qf His phyftcian^, 
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'Truth is infringed feveral ways y either through ignorance of | 

publi& gffairsy or the lufi of flattery. We lijien -with plea- ' 
fure to envy and detra3iony becaufe flattery is the vice of 
Jlaves. 



Addrejfed to the F a v o u r i t e. 

* > 

My L O R D, 

THERE cannot be Co clear a proof of a iad^c^xxfcr 
as when the patron of it is fo far reduced as to be 
under the neceflitjr of making ufe of the moft in- 
famous and wicked artifices to fuppoit and defend it^ of 
this kind are die falfdioods and calumnies at tJbis time 
invented and thrown out by the enemies of /^ife/V country an(J 

the. hirelings of a w^^ii: adjminiftration,, in order to depre- 
ciate: 
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ciatc the perfon, family, and upright conduft of our il- 
luflrious .patriot, , Every art is no\y ufed to blacken his^ 
charafter,, a cbaraShr revered by Englifbmen, a man be- 
loved by the whole nation ; the moft elaborate ftrains 
j6£ JScdtck eloquGoce ^re .now producdl to make him. 
appear odious to the people ; in fupport of this afferti- 
on, I need only, my lord, to mention a late production 
^of one of your hirelings, an itching Scotchman from the: 
bleak mountains^ of the north, wha has given us aa 
mfay on Patriatifm:, but if he would wifh any perfont 
-to bdiere what -hcfeys (except your Lordfhip^ whom he 
was employed) I muit advife hin;^ in the next edition (jf 
he ever fells the firft) to call it aa Eflay on Scotch Patri- 
otifm, and I am certain no one will then doubt the trutb 
of it y and he will convince the world that be is better 
acquainted with the principles oibis countrymen, than any^ 
man upoa earth. However, my lord, I ftall, without jj^^z/r- 
or &> penniiSion, take this fkvourite jwroduftion of his to^ 
^picccs, notwithftandihg you might have commanded him 
to write it,, as you rommanded Macpherson to piiblifh' 
the Prafe Poems of Fingal and Temora- I iflrall 
ca nfiA Tc -myfetf -to t h at p ar t only w hich r c fpe^s -Aeprefent 
popular jgentleman i^^ym^ my loid,. arejdcafcd to. make. 
this writer call him with a fneer)\ Firft, he tell us, Mr* 
Wilkes% motives for his pretended Patriotifm,, *** Were 
^ little private piques and refentments, and a low pitiful 
*^ dilaf^intBd arabitbn." Tagive him. the lie w<^uld be 
ungenriemaa-like and beneath the character of zxiEngliJh^ 
-many hutlihaU take rthe liberty to:&y itis absolutely falfe;. 
:the !\^ikDlc:.iEiQ^j9i.natk)n beii^ ^tisfied Mr. Wilkes had. 
2JQDD .private {pi(|Qe againft any^mant ; har didhis oppofilion to 
:jrfltfr iftf oeioedi^ my bcd,^ as nn infokiK £ivourite whio^ 

wa^^ 
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was cngrofling the whole power of the Englilh nation, 
proceed from a low, pitiful difappointed ambition, but 
from a love of his country^ He never fblicited either a 
place or penfion ; it has indeed been faid by his enemies, 
thathe folicitcd for tbegovernmcnt of Canada ^ that affertion 
I (hall take upon me to declare is equally falfe with many 
others; fo for from his ever foliciting that government, it was 
offered to him, and nobly refufed by Mr. Wilkes, unlefs the 
appointment had been made agreeable to him : this too, 
my lord, was a deep laid fcheme of yours at that time to get 
him out of the houfe of commons,and far removed from St. 
James's, that you might have carried on your own diaboli- 
<:al meafures with more fecurity to yourfdf, and to the 
total deftru£lion of this nation. Secondly, this hireling 
-after drawing an unmeaning parallel between Mr. Pultney 
the late Earl of Bath and Mr. Wilkes, fays, ** Itishow- 
*^ ever certain, that Mr. Pultney never folicited or re- 
^* ccived beggarly fubfcriptions for a paltry book, not yet 
^^ publiflied." Anfwer^ if that paltry book (the pro- 
ceedings of the adminifbtation) as Sawney ispleafed to call 
it, has not been publifhed^ Mr. Wilkes's introdudlion to 
the Hiftory of England is now publiflied, and he ha^ gcne- 
roufly advertifed, all the fubfcribers, they are entitled to 
this and the fubfequent volumes as they come out ; and 
in the courfe of this work, it is certain, Mr. Wilkes will 
oblige thq world with a candid and impartial account of 
the proceedings of that adminiftration under which he has 

been profecuted and perfecuted. Thirdly, he fays, *^no 

*« bankers (hops were ever open to receive donations for the 
^ fatisfaftion of debts contrafted through riot, extra- 
** vagance and debauchery." — Anfwer, Mr. Pultney was 
never fo cruelly andunjuftly oppreffed as Mr. Wilkes; nor 
^^ was 
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was -,he ever exile<l his country; and, as he was indepen- 
dent in his fortune, there was no nccefiity to add to the 
funi he had before amafled, Mr. Wilkes is therefore rather 
to be pitied tlian cenfured ; and notwithftanding I muft al- 
low the former to be a great ftatefman, yet I will fay the 
iatter has done more for this country and his fellow fub- 
je6^s, than ever Mr, Pultney did, and is highly deferving 
the contribution of every Englijhman. Fourthly, this au- 
thor faysj ^* Neither during the whole repreientation of his 
^^ (Mr. Pukney's) patriotifm, did the moft impudent beg- 
*^ gar that ever was, reproach a whole nation for being 
^* beggars." — Anfwcr, We had not in Mr. Pultney's time, 
my lord, a Scotch minion, who drove from the council of 
the nation every Englijh nobleman of diftinguiihed merit 
integrity and abilities ; nor did Mr. Wilkes, in any of the 
North Britons, reproach the whole Scotch nation for be- 
ing beggars J its true, he did attack ^^//, my lord, as be- 
ing the favourite, not merely as a Scotchman ; but if he en- 
deavoured to maktyou appear more odious on that account 
it was owing to your Scotch crcattircs and dependants, not 
to the nation in general* And as to Mr. Wilkes being a 
beggar, this malignaiit hireling of yours will never make 
the moft credulous of mankind believe, not even oiyouro\^rk 
country ; and it is well known, my lord, the feniible part 
of the Scotch nation as much diflike and difapprove your 
condu£l and vile proceedings as any Englijhman can do. 
Our prefent great patriot was born and bred a gentleman, 
and his aftions have been confiftent with the charafter. 
Fifthly, he fays^ •* Not to fpeak of the perfonal attack he 
*^ made on his Sovereign, for which he has been long un- 
'* der profecution, he fpread through the nation, by the 
^^ vileft innuendoes, not to be mifunderftood by the loweft 
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/^ of .the rxHsKp feilfe -aad -fcandalous ofpcrfion^ oa the 
^* honour dnd eharaftcr of a ,peffon>. whom iie«: to hfe 
>^ Regral ConfiNftoDglit^^Aad v^known td be die neaFoftand 
/* deaifift to our Saver e^n.** Aafwor, Mr/Wllfces: never 
^didattack hts Soveteiga; uf he attacked the fpeech 'Wkh too* 
jSQiicb freedom^ it was. as ^nr Xpcech^ .my Ibfd) oot (he 
tking's,: nor was there in nhat paper the leaft difrcfpeft ftwwn 
lo-hb:nw^e% ; and as to the other pecfbn alhidedto by your 
lordfliip^s hiftltng, Ifyw ot'Ae will take ithe trouble Jti£ 
wading theilifeof Edv^fd theThird^ hiis modief'*s^aiid^e 
t^C'&ofy ctf Roger Mortimer, ytni will ^re'find thofe^ n^ 
f{iUe, but difiigreeafele trutlis advanced by the author xjf the 
original Nordi ^riton^ quite applicable to a period not^ 
diftadt. Edwardthe Third wa$ held in the mdflr abfdlutb 
flavcry by if^V mother andift^r miniftcr* Tiiat prdumptuottS' 
fevourite, my lord^ difpofcd df every place of profit and. 
truft^ and the'bufinefs of the nation was condudted'by a fet 
of the moff fervile wretches that any kingdom ever produo- 
ed; thefirft nobles of ^England were excluded the kingi- ^ 

councils, and not one of the royal famity attained even the; 
Ihadow of authofity^ but depended entirely oil the caprice 
of an infolent favourite.^ Sixthly, this profound Scotch- 
man tells us^ ^ The famous North Briton had nothing to 
*^ recommend it, unlefs playing on the names of families^ 
•* and nations be reckoned wit» and fcurrility argument." 
Anfwer, If this hireling of yours y my lord, had the fame 
flow of eloquence, the feme poignancy of fetire^ kecn e fe of 
wit, and undoubted truths to recommend his Eflay, he might 
by this time have acquired a fufficientfum from the fale of 
it, to have fiipported him. the rem^iningpart of his life, that 
added to his pay from your lordfhip, would have- made him 
quite independent. Seventhly, he^ays,. ** From all cir- 
-^ cumftances it appears moft probable, that he (Mr,. 
^ Wilkes) did not fufpedt general warrants or a feizure of 
^ papers to be illegal,, till after he heard that one was if.- 
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** faed againft himfclf, or the very moirnmg he was appre- 
^* hended by it." Anrwci:, I believe it has been alWays^: 
known, not only by the gentlemen of the kw, but by every 
individual who knows any thing of the laws of England, 
that general warrants were illegal , except in cafes of high 
treafon ^ and notwithftanding feveral people have fufFered 
much through thefe illegal proceedings, yet no man. before 
Mr. Wilkes had either fpirit or rcfolution enough to.oppofe 
fuch a daring ftar-qhaxnber procefs ; nor were people fafe 
in their houfcs :. and it is, my lord,, a moft grofs affront 
•offei ed.by your countryman toMr. Wilkes^ to imagine a man 
of his unequalled abilities, great judgment, and thorough 
acquaintance with the laws and conftitution of this kingdom, . 
fhould not know what almoft every one elfe knows; but 
Mr.. Wilkes's proceeding at that time, and to this day fully 
prove to the whole world, hewas.a compleat mafterof the 
great and mighty bufinefs. he engaged in,, of no lefe confe- 
quence than a new confirmation of the inherent rights and 
privileges of Englilhmen, at prefent a brave and^r^^ people. 
I would therefore,, my lord^ advife you to withdraw your- 
felf(as all your fchemes to opprefs and enflave us have 
hitherto proved abortive)^ as foon as poflible, and to fpend 
the remainder of your days under the Ihade of your Scottiflii 

fir.. 



tONDON: Printed forT. PEAT, No. 22, near St. Punftan'f Church*, 
Fleet Street; where Letters to the. Author of the Exuaordinary North BritOJfc 
(Foft5;ddJ wih'bc rcceivcdt. 




Digitized by 



THE 

EXT R AOR BINARY 

NORTH BRITON- 



Bv W M- 



NUMBER VIL Ta be continued fTeekly. 
SATvU RD AY, June 25th, i768* [Price Three Pence. 

Potior vija ejt periculofa iJbertas quieto fcrvitio. 

Salust. Fragm. 

JA^rty wkh Sanger is preferable to^ fervifude with fecurityi' 

Addrejfed to tie So tf s of L i b e r t y. 

THE great and inflexible John Wilkes, Efq; the 
noble defender of our rights and privileges, has 
, after a long andyj-y^r^? perfecution received fentence^ 
(with all the formalities of juftice) a fentence equal to the 
blackeft crime. This^ my countrymen, is a fatal proof of 
the prevailing power of tyranny ; from this and fome other 
inftances, it is evident our conftitution is impaired, tfie 
cffeft and energy of the law leflened, complaints and' 
grievances encreafe^ the public fpirit of the community 

decays. 
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decays t corruption prevails, and the moft dreadful fymp- 
toms appear that feem to foretel fome great revolution, or 
the>jttef extinftion of our freedom and government. Every 
attempt or reftraint on our liberties and properties may be 
juftly imputed to the fpirit of tyranny ; v^hether they are 
more fecret and concealed under the covert of law^ and the 
vile power of defpotic courtiers, or more open and avowed 
in the manifeft violations and abufes of law and authority, 
truft and power. Of this fort there are feveral inftances 
fcarcely taken notice of, or even confidered as fuch, be- 
caufe the tynfimy of ^vfii$m has fa fer prevafled as to fubjedl 
the ignorant and unthinking, nay even lawgivers them- 
felves, to its barbarous and favage forw. Therefore the 
maintainers of fuch laws and cujiomsy whereby the blood of 
the innocent, and the lives of ufeful fubjefts, nay of pious 
and good men, of martyrs and confeflbrs,. have beea and 
are to be facfificed to the demon of cruelty, defpotifm, 
anj jftatc-eraft', may juftly be looked upon and treated as 
the wcurft kii^i of tyraats, \^4iofc charadws and memories 
ought to be branded with an everlafting mark of ignominy 
and abharrencct 

If thpie whab^vt the adi^iniftration of juftice, and men 
in power, (hould endeavour to deprive their fellow fubjefts 
of that liberty which they oi%ht to ci^oy (and which is* 
their birth right) either by making or keeping them flaves^ 
they muft alfo be confidered as the bafeft of tyrants wha 
abufe that authority whick owgh* to be anployed for the 
good of the whole comcauoity^ 

AH eocroachnacnts o» om property^ by the ab^fe cf pow^ 
er^j privilege^ or prerogative, and the inftaence of int^cffc 
and wealth to oaakitaia aad defoMl ilkgai aod fricked ufi^^ 

pations}. 




Digitized by 




a VIL] NORTH BRITON. 39 

patiofys ; taxatbny tmhcut the due confent of the people, 
may be oppreffive, and fo may that made by the venal 
fufFrages of evil rcprefentatives ; fuch infringements ought 
carefully to be guarded againil, and the very firfl attempts 
prevented by all proper and prudent methods of procedure. 

When a whok nation, kingdom, or empire endures an 
accmrrulutiofl of the evils caufed by tyranny ^ then ft appears 
in the grcateft degree, and becomes an objedk of teri^r to 
the wretched fubjefts of it ; but there are many intermedi- 
ate degrees delcendingfrom thit d^ Afiatic defpotifm, to the 
leaft and lowed, inftanccs and effetfts of arbitrary power ; 
and every one of thefe has fome pernicious tendency to the 
prejudice of the public and the common interefts of man- 
kind, and ought to be prevented by means the moft ef- 
fedtual for that purpofe. 

• Thofe tviio are appointed the guardians of our Uves and 
liberties^ are Under an rndifpenfible obligation to ftudy and 
provide for the common good of mankind ; but if any 
Ihould be fo abandoned as to negleft this care and duty, and 
thereby fufFcr the natural rrghts of the fubje<fls to be taken 
from them, either by iniquitous lawsy or the powerful in*, 
fluence of bad minijlefs and wicked /avouritefy they of all 
others are to be looked upon as the worft fpecies of helliih 
tyrants, becaufe the moft grievous and lafting of all tyranny, 
is that eftablijfhed by law. 

ind of cruelty and 
: of power, which 
cercifing authority, 
joyment of it. It 
antiq^uity and the 
I by a blind ambi- 
fdlow countrymen 
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to the yoke of bondage j they then found it necc/Tary to make 
ufe of all the arts oi ftatercraft an J priift-craft, as well as 
arms, to accomplifli their infamous fchemes and tyrannical 
defigns, ^nd to maintain that kind of legiflation and taxation 
which was neceflary for their purpofe, 

Greece, once famous for the wit and learning of its 
inhabitants, the numerous heroes it produced, and the illu- 
ftrious exploits they performed, is now fubjcft to the 
iavage Turk, who has deftroyed its fineft cities and intro- 
duced ignorance aud barbarifm into thofe admired feats of 
learning and elegance. Rome too, where the people once 
enjoyed their native rights and liberties, is now under the 
moft defpotic tyranny and flavery, eftabliflied by law and 
cuftom, and therefore, the moft likely to continue. 

A true love of our country, and a due regard to its wel- 
fare, is the moft effeftual method to prevent the deftruftion 
of this^r^^ kingdom. This is the firft foundation and real^ 
principle of all true policy, and muft prevent the very poffi- 
bility of tyranny and oppreffion, and will efFeQually enfurc 
and fecure to us and our pofterity the enjoyment of our li-. 
berties : to this end it will be neceflary to communicate every 
thing that may be ufeful to the public ; yet to difcufs openly 
the proceedings of thofe who are inclined to tyrannical and 
arbitrary government, will be regarded by them as danger- 
ous to their defigns, and deftrudive of their ends and aims ; 
and fuch as oppofe them will be looked upon, by that party, 
as rebels to the ftate and incendiaries : but thefe calum- 
nies will never intimidate thofe who are fired with a true 
fpirit of Liberty. If honour and honcfty was to prevail 
in the councils of Princes, and of nations, we ithould fee 
beneficial meafures taken to remedy every evil. But, in- 
ftead of this, we fee, in order to maintain thofe ufurpations 
that have been made on our rights and liberties, an in- 

creafe 
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creafe of faxes znd impofitiorrs, to weaken and impoverlfh 
OS, and to keep an enormous body of hireling forces for the 
pcvcnttiott and fuppircffion of aH efforts and attempts made 
for the icca?5rery o# loft liberty and laws. This being dooe, 
wherever aifcitrary power prevails, neighbouring national 
will think tfaemfebrei obliged to provide fot their own fafe-^ 
ty, by iBiitating the example^ and thus in time all Europe^ 
aod th€ whole worUL» wiU be ^led with mercenary fokiiers, 
and becoa&e ^ field of batdie. 

We fee at thift time martial law and diifeipline introd(ic€<| 
and maintaiiied by aa avowed pradiie of baFbaiou^ and 
tyrannical cruelties agreeable to the ff^it of war and narder^^ 
but contrary to all the laws of this and CYtxy/ret oatiocu 

State agents will fay this dodrine proceeds from a fadioust 
and fcditious fpirit, (but that will have no effed upon nae) 
as the G^;7^^^alledge agaihft the brav e Cor/icans for oppofing 
their tyranny^ndi cruelties. Proceed, ye intreped affertors of 
your own rights in that noble cauj'e you have been long 
engaged, the caufe of Liberty, nor yield, but d^^glorioujly^ 
rather than fubmit to the yoke ofjlavery and bondage ; may 
our Britifh mjniftry foon fend them aid and afliftance and 
refcue fo brave a people from the arbitrary power of France 
our naturalenemy, which muft in the end prove fatal to Eng^ 
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inabfolute monarchy, or the moft fatal anarchy ; preparatory 
to this dreadful train, a total difregard to the intefefts of this 
country now appears in thofe who ought to be moft of all 
engaged and adive in promoting it j from hence follows all 
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The judicious Author of the Idler has faid, «^ Ther 
wjfdom and juftice of the Englifli laws arc (by Englifhmen 
at lead) loudly celebrated ;. but fcarcely the moft z^ous 
admirers of our conflitution can think that law wife^. 
which, when men are capable of work, obliges- them to 
beg 'y or juft, which expofes the liberty of one to the paf- 
fions of another. 

The profperity of a nation muft be proportioned to the 
number of hands ufcfully employed. To the community 
fedition is a fever, corruption is a gangrene, and idlenefs an. 
atrophy : therefore, whatever body, and whatever fociety,. 
waftes more than it acquires, muft gradually decay ; and ^ 
every being that continuea to be, fed, and ceafes to labour,, 
takes away fomething from the public ftock* 

Therefprc the confinement of any man in*th)e flonh and 
darknefs of a prifon, is a lofs to the nation, and no gain to^ 
the creditor. Of the numbers which are now pining in^ 
thofe cells of mifery, a very fmall part is fulpefted of any 
fraudulent defign; by which they retain what belongs to* 
others.- The reft are imprifoned through the wantonnefe^ 
of pride, the malignity of revenge, or the acrimony of dif— 
appointed expeftation.. 

The end of all civil regulations ought to be, to fecurc 
private happinefs- from private 'malignity j and to keep in- 
dividuals from the power of one another ; but this has been 
and is apparently negleded : a man, irritated with lofs, is 
allowed to be a judge of his own caufe, when the diftin(3:ion 
between guilt and unhappinefs; between cafualty and dc-;- 
fign, is intrufted to eyes blind with intereft, to underftand.-* 
ings depraved by refentment. 

As poverty is puniftied among us as a crime, it ought at 
leaft to be treated with the fame lenity as other. crimes ; the 
offender (hould not languifh at the will of him whom he 
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lias ofiended i W be allowed fooic appeal to the judice of 
his coufitry. There can be no reafon why a debtor fhould 
be iB)|>riAMiedf but that he may be compelled to payment ; 
and a term in my opinion oaght to be fixed^ in which the 
creditor fhould exhibit his accufation of concealed property; 
aild if fttch property can be difcovered, let it be given to 
him ; if no fuch charge is offered, or it cannot be proved, 
the prifoner fhould be difcharged. But if he was able, in 
the courfe of three or more years after, he fhould be com- 
pelled to make fatisfa£Uon for every jufl debt; experience 
ihews it is in vain to continue ah infUtution which is alto- 
gether incflfeftual. We have already imprifoned one gene- 
ration of debtors after another, and yet we do not find their . 
numbers lellen* We have learned, that rafhnefs and impru- 
dence will not be deterred from taking credit, nor fraud 
and avarice eafily reflrained from giving it, 

Thofe who are better acqusuatcd with the ftate of our 
prifons, I am afraid, will confefs my conje£hire is too near 
the truth, when I fuppbfe that the corrofionof refentment, 
the heavinefs of forrow, the corruption of confined air, the 
Want of exercife, and often of food, the contagion of dif- 
eafes, from which there is no retreat/ and the feverity of 
tyrants 9 (among which the unhuman goaler is perhaps the 
chief, who ufurps fuch an arbitrary power as the mofl dc- 
fpotic prince would fbmeti&ie$ in vain exercife on his mean- 
^a fubjeAs,) againfl whom there can ht ho refiilance. And 
all the complicated horrors of a frifoit put an end every 
year to the life of one in four of thofe miferable and unhappy 
people, who are fhut up from the common comforts of 
human life ; and what mufl flill aggravate their misfor- 
tunes, many of them have families in as wretched a con- 
dition as themfelves, fome perhaps perifhing for want. 

In this manner five thoufand people perith yearly, over- 
borne with forrow, confumed by famine, or piitrificd by 
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fikh :; maoy of them in fhe moft vigorous 'md ufeftrl part 
of life. Agree^lc to the rule general^ received,' wfeich 
fuppofcR joqc in thirty Ux die ^searty^ the tzct ctf mm may 
be laid to be renewed in tiadctjr jrears. Who woaM belkte 
that of evefry Engliih geocraiion. ortekubdrbd aftd fifty 
tboufand peri(h in our ^oals^ £>: t^t in every oeocufy, a 
nation eminent for fcieno^, ftudif^us£)j;coaun,erco^ aftd ambir* 
tious of empire^ fhould willwgly loofc inaiocronaje dungeons, 
five hundred thoufand of its inhabitants > a greater number 
than has ever been deilroyed in the^ £«iwrjpace of time b^ 
the peftilence and the fv^ordl . 



1 ^ . / 



The mifery of a^ol ki\ot half theii; wil^.tjjcy arefil- ' 
led with every corruptloa which poverty wd wickednefecaa , 
generate between theni J with all the {Iiamelefs enormities 
that can l)e produced by the impudence of ignominy, the 
rage of want, and the malignity of delpain Thus fbme * 
iink amidft their. mifery ji and others furvive only to propo- 
gate villainy. It is to be T>oped thj^t at the next meeting 
of the great xiouncil of the nation, this matter may be 
thought worthy their attention, and that they will tafae ^ 
from lis this power of ftarviag and depraving one another* . 
Lord Hardwicke, at the time he \ya5 chief juft^ce -of the , 
King's Bench, fiud, *** he wiChed there waa no fbch. law 
in beings" and xJxief juftice WiUea fiudjj '^ ow years im- ^ 
priionmeoA was fufKci^nt to pa^ any debt it ws^ pc^bleibr : 
a man to contraft." But if rfiere be any rcaibu v^hy this in^ 
veterate^/ fhould not be i»enfM)ved in thisage^ which true 
poKcyhts^ enlightened beyond any fortoer time ; let thofe, 
wliofe writings form the opinions and praftice of their co- 
temporaries, endeavour to trariafer Ae reproach of fuch inv- 
prifbnment from the debtor to the <:redit«r# tiUxmiyerfiJ, 
infamy (hall purfue the wretch, whole wantcmnefs of pow- 
er, or reyenge of difappointioenl:*^ condoapms to torture a^ 
to ruin, till he fhaD be huptied throujgh the world ^ ^^^ 
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enemy to man^ and find' in riches no fhelter froni con^- 
tempt; ' ■ ■ '• 

A continual weight of taijces arid unpolTtions laid on thc^ 
peopk to weaken and impoverifti them, contribute largely to 
this general misfortune.' Luxtrnr feems to have lulled the 
opulent vulgar into a profound forgetfolnefs of -th« affairs 
and interefts of their country. The confequence of this is, 
that poverty and iniquity more and more abound, whereby 
the neceffaries of life are made more fcarce or dear, and- 
wealth is acquired without induftry, by bribery and corrup- 
tion, by ufury and extortion, by robbing the public, or de- 
frauding the government, by multiplied monopolies, and all- 
manner of expedients to make void the force of /awsy orr 
render themfubfervient to the baleft purpofes. 

The empire of Rome and all its glory has long fince been 5 
loft and utterly deftroyed by the power of tyranny and prac- 
tices like thofe laft mentioned, when the fpirit of Patriot- 
ifm failed, their Agrarian, and other wholfome laws were 
found of little fervice, fo that men in power proceeded, at 
length to plunder the provinces, and by degrees fubjefted 
all to their yoke of bondage; the weaker and more diftant 
partsofthe^mpirewerefirft attacked and fubiugated; thofe 
that were. di«^efted oC their rights aodprivikges, w^ere made 
cprive others of the fame; andthus^ all were at 
it to fubmit. But the final iflue has ihewn us, of 
rtance it is to Liberty, to keep a watchful eye 
ft attempts againft it, to make ufe of every means 
ning and promoting the prpfperity of our ftate and 
o keep up and improve the public fpirit of the na- 
to withftand whatever unconftitutional meafures 
DpQfed to aggrandize the power of a pernicious 
le expencc of the national interefts, and the peace ' 
le community^. 
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The ncghSt of tUs method of preyejation has long fincc 
fubje£ted the parliaments of France to the tyranny of her 
defpotic Monarchs ; £0 that all their eflforts have hitherta 
fiToyed m vaiA to recover their ancient uie and dignity ;^ 
«n4 we fee their military force employed to cru(h every 
endeavour they have uied to regain the privileges^ rightSj^ 
wd Uhotiesjt of whkk they fo juiUy lame«c the Zg^ 
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through prefcntly ; yet, notwithftanding all this fubtilty 
and cunning, feme are detefted. But firft, I muft beg my 
publiflier may not be fcryed with a Rule of Court, to fhew 
caufc why an attachment fhould not iflue againft him for his 
contempt. I can aflure you, my Lord, he does not hold 
you or thcrourt in which youprefide, m any contempt; 
nor is he, any more than myfelf, acquainted with the me- 
thod of proceeding by attachment ; therefore your Lordfhip 
muft have the advantage of either of us, if we fhould be 
brought into fuch an unfortunate predicament ; and as that 
my lord is a Star Chamber procefs (and almoft as bad as the 
inquifition in Spain) I am fatisfied fuch a cruel and illegal 
proceeding would not he countenanced by you -, apd that 
if John Jones of Liquorpond Street was to make oath he 
bought this paper, and in confequence of that Mr. Attorney 
General (hould move the court, your Lordfhip wouW not 
grant a Rule upon fuch motion; firmly perfuaded of this I 
fliall reft myfelf perfe£lly eafy, relying entirely on your can- 
dor and uprightnefs-as a.judge of unfulUed reputation, aivl 
proceed, firft begging your Lordfhip's pardon for this long 
digreflion. 

The firft part of this celebrated fpeech I fliall pafi over» 
as every judicious perfon muft fee the falacy, being only aa 
artful prelude to what follows ; and proceed to the moft 
cfTential points ; in one place you fay, my Lord, ^* If in- 
furreftion and rebellion arc to follow our determination, we 
have not to anfwer for the confequeaces> though we 'ftould 
be the innocent caufe/* Chief Juftice JefFereys, when he 
was once upon a circuit, a prifoner was capitally convifted^ 
who had a remarkable handfome wife, in the evening fhe 
- waited upon the judge to begher hulband's life ; he was flruck 
' with her btftuty, and prom tfedherhe fliould have Hiis pardon,, 
upon condition fhe would ftay with him that dight j which> 
from the great afFeftioa fhe had for her hufband, and not 
doubting but the wretch would make good his promife^ 
flie at laft confented to ^ in the morning he called her to 



Digitized by 



Google 



mrX-O NORTH BUI TON. 51 

the -window in the Toojn where they lay, to fee a fine 
i}gh(9 as he was pltafed to term it ; what fhould this be hut 
the dnadful fpe^ck of her own hufband^ hanging on a 

reafon for that barbarous and 
It it bed for her peace and 
, becaufe then he could not 
ler honour and chaflit/i the 
t fhe expired in a few days 
:d, could he be faid to be the 
I's de^kth. And I am fenfible^ 
f infamous creatures and de- 
the kinj;, Mr^ Wilkes would 
3f that fevere ientence which 
y Lord, you might have been 
ing peace to this at prdfent 

ipu5 fpeechyou fay, my Lord^ 
mifret^re^cntation of the i^nn- 



Digitized by 



Google 



5^ THE EXTRAORDINARY |^e.I3C 

lias been inade ufe of upon many occafions, to give fanftioa 
to the moft cruel and oppreflive measures of an infoknt fa- 
youritc, and a weak adminiftratlon. . 1 do not mean, my 
JLord, that you would fupport anyfuch defigns;; no, every 
Englifhman is fatisfied of the contrary.. 'I^^aH therefore 
leave my worthy d)untrymeh to reconcile ^is matter iri 
iheii' own breafts; and proceed to another part of your 
Lordfliip'^ fpeech, where you faj 
l^orted the king's meafores, if I h 
ance to government, if I have c 
public or private chanuSer, by e 
pure and perfeft the principles of 
tain unfuUied ihe honour of the a 
^n upright adminiftr&tion of, to 

laws, I have hitherto done it without any other gift or re- 
ward than that moft pleafing and moft honourable one the 
confcientious conviftion of doing what was figfit/* 

As a jydge, my Lord, every one is fenfibje of ypur abili- 
cties, apd the publick in gerieral are fatisfied. vviflj yoqr con- 
dudt in matters of indifference-, but we. ^1 fcao\<^,' in any 
.;thiiig of ^^tiohaViaJjportance and in particular vj^ere the 
:crowh i» f oncerued, your Ij6rd(hip is rather piaistiul, t muft 
Aown, my Lord, their is a kind of charm in the \ ^ ^iiig, 

cfown, throne, prerdgative;^ arid power, thefe. a \] qring 

.as' the charms .of a fine wicrfrun ; .who Would jri h to be 
a King, to wear a crown/ to fct on a thibne, ^hat js 

"ftill more delightfiilthan all, *to -l^ave c^^rupt ni^finier* to 
•preach up theabfolute preroga%ive^and ipiKrmic^^ of a 

King; and tocbmpleatihrs paradr^*ohfearth,Jud^^ to fup- 
-pdrrt and defend every arbittary aft .6f feeli 4-mbaarch. I 
(hall here leave your fpeecfr and you, my IJcird; to whit^ 
waih your own chatafter and condiift iH a better .mannor 
upon fame future occafion.* * • ' * » 

The charafter of our preferit moft amiable fbVereign, is 
Very different from fuch a one as I laft. mentioned, and 
jnakes' us perfcdly eaiy that' fb gfeat a povv^ef is lodged in 

inch 
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fuch hands; but his miniftcra, the tools of corruption and 
defpotifm^ have given too j^uft a caufe for him to efcape the 
general odium; they have, in a manner, befieged die 
throne, by their creatures and dependants, that the paflage 
is now almoft barred to thofe who have courage and fincerity 
enough to cxpofc not only the weaknefs^ but certain dan- 
gers of all their meafures. Thus they remain intrenched 
in all tbe ftrong pofts of power, daring the nation, and 
bidding open defiance to the laws, undermining omx conjlitu^ 
tioriy fubverting our liberties ^ and ftrengthening one another 
againft the public ; however, it is to be hoped, they ard 
not grown quite above the reach of the prefent virtuous 
parliament, who may think fome trarifaftions within the 
courfe of the laft feven years worth enquiring into. The 
higheft ftations in the kingdom have been given to the mofl: 
abandoned, as rewards of treachery and bafe compliance, 
bribery and corruption flalks through the land^ fa that 
almoft all ranks of men are depraved in tlieir principles, 
and fome are not . even afhamed to own having hotorioiifly 
robbed the nation ; immenfe gains have been made out of 
the kingdom's' treafure; the little public fpirit that re- 
mained, is, in a manner, quite extinguiflied, excepting 
few } every one is upon the fcrape for himfelf, without 
any regard to the interefts of his country, each plundering 
what he can ; in fliort, this felf-intereft runs through all 
their aftions, and mixes in all their councils ; and if truly 
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between us and our powerfid neighbours. Our minifters 
may talk, as no doubt they do (if fuch an event was to 
happen), of refifting France to the lalt drop of blood; and 
are yet ready, upon every occafion, to give up our ancient 
conflitution ; thofe who are moft watchful over any inva- 
fion made on our civil rights, will beft defend us againfll 
foreign enemies ; England is not worth the lofs of one va- 
liant life to defend it, if liberty^ which has been ftruck at 
for ages, by minifters, and particularly of late, cannot be, 
prefer ved. 

The beginnings of arbitrary government, are, for the moft 
part, light and ealy, and its firft fteps flow, but if defpo- 
tic power is fuffered to fpread itfelf> it grows irrcfiftable ; 
a thoufand circumftances concur to hinder the people from 
recovering what they have loft, their friends are divided^ 
corruption iateryenes, or wealth makes them timorous y 
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move from his council, a group of afpiring wicked minifterSv 
who never fail to confult the paflions and bent of his inclina- 
tions,^ rather ^han-his intereft, which nauft cterndly be the 
lame with that of his people, and whoever prefumes to fepa- 
rate thea^ or to eflablifh^ a meafurc feemingljr bdneficial« to- 
one^ and at tie fam« time clafhes with- the -interefts of the 
other muft be an enemy to both. We have had many in- 
ftances^of miniilers worming themfelves into dteir maftersfa* 
vouf ^ and flattering hint into..aa.opinioQi that he had interefts^ 
in every liefpeft different from thofe of his fiibjie£ls^ indt 
were: the minifters io far back as King Vortigcrn^ who made- 
tha* pufilanimous prince believe it wourd not Be fafe for 
him to depend upon the afie£lipn^ and loyalty o£ his natural- 
bom Bri'tifh fuBje^, to fuppok and defend hi^ crown and; 
digttity, btrttorely on the aflllftanceof foreign mercenaries ;; 
the political maxim of fuch miniilers is^ that obJ0<fbs plain an4 
fimple are not fit fot princes to behold>, they will not fuffer 
them to. lee th'ngs as they reajly are^ but to* view them^ 
through, a minifleriaL medium mcely adapted to the. fine fpun« 
fchcmes of flate jugglers, by which an adminiflration- the: 
moft wicked,, venal, and corrupt^ may. be fupportcd ;. they 
will not Jet him fee, they arc for purTuing arbitrary and un- 
conilitutional mwfaresv iHegal and- oppreffive taxations, in^- 
vadmg the: fac^cd. rights and libertifs of the people; mifap- 
plying; the public treafur^, by. bribing venal time-ferving^ 
creatures to fupport thcip wicked fcbemes. They take* care 
dieir prince fhall notfee or. underfland that- all tbefe mea- 
fares are arbitrary, ftridesr and ftretches. of prerogative royaf, 
beyond the bounds of law, reafon, and common juftice,, and 
that they are neceiTary to fupport t^nv in their tyrannical 
fyflem of government j on the contrary, they repreient his ^ 
fubje^s as ungoverjiable and Icditious, given to change, and- 
pretending to liave aright to privil^es^noway confiilentwitht 
moiwrchial govermncBt^ 

ThdXr 
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Theife faftadottt and Wtckcd it-g^jiYitnt:^ t!tey ih(!h«atfe Into 
th? miod of a weak prince, thfe •cohiequiirtcfe iS, th^y feldbm 
fail te bfing oa a cataftroph^ fital to thtk prince and to 
tkenr^folves, this was the cafe df k^ng Vortigern attd Jib hli- 

The mmifters of king John were of the fame ftarnp ; they 
iirfviifea that ptmctta fetid fbt aid from Flanders and Em^ 
c^Ae, 4nd to srflot Norfolk and Sa^otk for the fupport anci 
mmaJMktkt cf h w prcretttJod fferfcign friends ^ but the arm of 
3)fWjderHre #i5 foittmatety extended in defence of thi^ nation: - 
ii0t loft tllflfH fixty^oufoiid of thbfefcJreigners were overtaken:, 
'by a tiftipeft Artd ptrilhcd in thcfir intended paflage, to the 
gFtal d^vferance of the ErigJIfh hatioh ; and it was happy for 
rthe king, fttis fucceftbrs, ind we that now inhabit this i(knd ; 
Ar in ait probability had they landed fafe^ jfohn's poftcritj 
would not have focceeded to thfe Englidi crown, nor the pre- 
-fent aiulh*ioas Amily' been ti||»n tKe throne, 

'iChitt'Ie^ the Secbrid, 4 prinde af greater ahifitids and pojc* 
itrati^ ttem either <sf the fdi^mer, was likewile made to be* 
JieVe by flatttrersi thit He had ah ihtereft to fuppprt difiercn^ 
-from th4« of his peo{>le 4 and was redly iirought to tkii>k (cry 
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.ileering a courfe fo^xtfomely dangerous to the king and 
Jcingdom» but fo far from that, we have for fomc years feeh 
!adminiilrations .formed one after another sunder the influence 
vof a Scottifh favourite^ or the vile dregs of his power, tread- 
ing the lame fleps;, and j>urfuinjg; the fame deftrui^ve mea^ 
,fures. 

"Riches, tra3e^ ^nH commeroe are no where to he found 
1)Ut in the regions of freedom, where the properties and Jives 
of the people are perfeftly fecure.^ -under wife and wholefomc 
laws, oppreflion and flavery ^being the j^realieft enemies to in« 
<du(lry, art, and fcience .; who will imanm^ and oukivate his 
land^ without a onoral certaintjr of reaping fome. advantage by 
it to himfelf and family. Will the manufa&urer iteep his 
looms employed, when the profits are not fufEcient to. fup<* 
port himfelf and dependants, when the materials of which 
tlie manufafiory is vcompoied, are burdened with heavy and 
ruinbus'tax^, raifed with no other defignthantofupportinr 
terefts diaixietrically oppolite to the well-hcing of the people* 
ito feed the avarice and fupply the wants of a luxurious and 
Lbrrupt adminiftratioa. We have bom .many heavy taxestr 
and ieen many encroachments en our liberties in the. courfe, 
<df a few years ; I need only mention two or three i the Game ^ 
aft is a notorious violation of the people's iprqperty— — the • 
Cyder aA was the moft oppreflive to the gcntletnen and • 
farmers of the cyder counties that Jias .p^ed for many ycars^ - 
but they made^ uobk oj)pQiition to theinilrun3ientax)f:their . 
oj)preflions. i 

'The TUot ^£1, u ftandiixg^njercenaryaumyp the eoceccife of 
martial law in time of peace, and the quartering of (bldiers 
oAthe fubjeft contrary to the bill of rights j are fo.many 
reflraints oil our liberties} for all thefe we are indebted to 
bribery and corruption; and fbr/xr^n^^tothatuncorfuptftateT- 
man^ who has for fome years fet all theieoret ij»:ings jof the ^ 
great machine of government in motion j I mean the Right 

Hon^ * 
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Homntfabk John Stuart Earl of Bute, Chancellor of the uni- 
Terfity of Aberdeen in Scotland, Jble dire£ior of the afiairs of 
ftttc in England, one of the fixteen reprefenfiitives of the 
peers of Scotland, one of the mofi honourable priv^r council 
ito George the Third King of Great Britain, and Knight of the 
:inoft noble Englijb Order <^ the Garter* 

This country has long laboured under vend and corrupt 
adminiftrations, almoil beyond defcription^ we all know it> 
we all feel it y are we not obliged to bribery and comipti*- 
on for pafiing ib many unconfti tutional ads, the con£[rniation 
of lb many unconflitutional meafures, andftrctching the royal 
prerogative beyond its due bounds, fuch minifters are traitors 
to their fovereign, and enemies to their country, and by the 
conftitution of England have been ever deemed as iuch^ and 
often brought to that difgrace and panifhment which their 
crimes deferved ; it rttn be no excufe foir them to iay they have 
the i&n6tion of parliament for their unjuf^ meafures, for that is 
only laying it is impoffible the majority of a houfe of com- 
mons can be corrii^t, or under the undue influence of a mal- 
adminifiration } ^e all know without going far back, that 
^mer reprefentadveshave been returnedto parliament by the 
moftopen and avowed bribery.— — ^Therefore if the founda- 
tion is rotten, what cao^ we expeft of the lupcrftruQiire. 
The civil lift- is now fix hundred thoufand pounds in debt^ 
which proves to a demonllration what I have averted, and 
ihews how: the entire approbation of the laft venal'and llavifh 
parliament was obtained, when the preliminary articles of 
the latf infamous peace was laid before that houle, which muft 
draw the contempt of all mankind dn the .wretched negpci- 
ators of them, and will be an everlafting memorial of a weak, 
corrupt, and wicked adminiHration.. 

In Sir Robert Walpole's tine, foon after the acceffion ^f 
George the Firft to the crown of Fngland, on opening^ new 
parlkment^ a committee of iecrecy wasappoioted to enquire 

into 
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rf^^Ql9i<^),tb^^gftfa(fif(GHi^ftd[, liord fioUogitfoke, aiiddi|& 
^t^'fif §L^i^fitA» {i(be> SrQQei(yd(to (faaire -tidoUgbt a seprdach 
on their country by th(8iwfi)i«>bIfc)Conclafnvi!afji wac;iv^hich 
had been carried on at a high expence, and attended with fi> 

Astroiivcm fhe'haleyofl days of George fheth<r4, ani 
"have at this time thfe .hap|>ift?ts io lee ah honeft and virmpu» 
^arfiatoent, fom< w"ho& d^araft^s attd j«potations are un- 
Ibllifed, I fhalj . tjike .the liberty of jnentioning. The Right 
f^onourgble Thomas Harley^ Eiqj W.d Mayor efihe city of 
jl-ondon^ and one of their worthy fej?r.?,fc»i«|ti^e? ^ R ftektioik 
pf^heabpve Earl of Oxford, .an4 hgsAt^his tijpae a coirtisuSt 
un^er the^overnmept, 4in4 W.ely .called to thf PxivyCounciL 
.Sir Jam^ Lo^yther, fon by hm^ to the moft ^if^Jbei 
nobleipan'in jEn^anci, thp JEvJ of Bute, ^^^r returafid forth© 
Q0un<5p^f Qii;nb?rlan4 By5ir Gilb^^iwibw, High Shetiff; 
.Sir.FlatsiierJtfqrtoo, msnofccr |pr «hfe oftoo^wptied town i 
,GuMifc«J ifl'SHTiy, Ute 1M« W#fry'« Actoraey <5encr^-— ^ 
Joh^ ealorafjt, ]£% jpitwhcr .fef ^be ahdeot city of RocHefter 
i^^£;»|:> a few jiearj |ppe^ a confidembie agctft under^ thfc 
^.erwpot^ thro^h ^ influence of the Right HojiouhiWe 
Henrx F93:, psyjnafto' df the forcejf^ tiowjujilj diftiB^oiAed; 
*IWi?g^heMH)hility under the tUle of Lord HoJIaud. As wfe 
}^v«tW, aittimaigr©th«f diftlBguiihedand upright mett ik 
<bepEefentfi6»ieof Coaimorts, it is to ht hoped the condua; 
«f that iwiniary, whicli was fo inftramental in concluding 
ifcc hte ghltfid^ a»l ^ccefifol war, and re-eftaWifting peace 
IJpon terms fo diihonourabk and di-^vahtrgeous to this king- 
dom, win be enquired into. 
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rtshorof tfieExttaordmAfy N< 
peaTto the good, fcafe, and 
pScL nation^ be does not m^ 
into any involuntary efro 
of political' affairs, he hop^ 
M^ and impartial pubBc; h 
tSj aftd wiir venture to aflG 
en Iwilt upon that foundatii 
received a nioft daring and 
in^jVhofe name he prefiimes 
menaces wilt not intimidate 
, he has. pledged t^MBife^If; 
the rights and liberties of \ 
faid concerning the Earl of 
Fen requeftcd fb to do by his 
ified in tiie fubfequent fetter 
aod whenever lie finds- it ti 
of theEarfof Bute, or toe 
lual^ mcafure% pr any future ] 
It too juft reason to b^Ikve 
aiiready feen^ he will notb 
)wn8 or threatening^ of timi 
Lhe gpreat £ark>f 3ute hw>£^ 
but like a W^ yiUbioy. her \ 
iecurityv 



Digitized by 



Google 



6x THE EXTRAORDINARY [No XI. 

I ftiall lay this curious produftion before my readers in the 
feme form I received it,', and leave them to make their owiv 
comments upon it. 

SIR, , July 19, i7<^8. 

^ r have read feveral of your papera under the title of the 
Extraordinary North Briton^ and would advife you if you re- 
gard your own fafety, to be a little more upon your guard in 
any future numbers you may write, and not abufe one of the: 
mofl worthy noblemen in England,, the Earf of Bute, as 
you-have lately done; don't imagine you are fafe becaufe your 
name is not publicly known, nor the place where you live^ 
yoii may depend I will ufe every means to find, you out, andk 
&all' not reft eafy till- 1 have fatiated' ray revenge on you ; 
you are worfe than Wilkes, and he deferves to be hanged^ 
and Ixioubfruot, but heand yoir, that fupporthis caufe, will' 
meet with the punifliment either public or private, that you. 
both fo juftly merit. I have wrote thefe fewlinesas a warning to* 
j:ou^,ana fhaU. watch, narrowly your future ppoceedings, I am; 

As. you defervci 

Your, inveterate enemy, 

, E. C— — m 




In order to^* convince; the author of the above letter,, that I 
io not regard Bis watching.my future proceedings, and that I 
am determined' to abufe (if he calls truth abufe> his country- 
man, by laying* before the public,, a letter which I received- 
at the ftme time his came to hand,, and 1 inttnd to take the- 
liberty of making a few comments upon it myfelf, no ways- 
tending to the credit of the great flatefman. mentioned in the 
fetter, which I Ihallgive the public verbatim. 

• SIR, >^i8th, i7(J8.. 

A« a proof of rfle EarFof Bute^s unconcern for the true in- 
terefH of his Sovereign, or this Kingdom, t ftiall' beg leave 
to lay fhe fubftance of a letter before you- which Ifcnthim,, 
if confiftcnt with the pkn of your paper, fhould be glad to- 
ieeitin print; the truth you may depend upon, being ready 
whenever called' upon^ to make oath of what I ftiall aflert 
- In Augufl or September 17(^5, I cannot bepofitive, which; 
c^thofe months t wxot« a letter to the Right Honourable the: 

Earfc 
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Eaflof ;Buto, and delivered it to onscofim icnraflts at l& \M^(Oin. 
Soutih-Audley-Street. tn thatletter^laoquitinte^ hislLorclfki^, 
that t had a plan which 1 fhoulcl be ^lad to cbmmuiikate -to 
him ; and as it was of great confequence to this kiqgddmi oo 
lefi than that of bringing into the troafury of England^ fire 
hundred thoufand pounds annually; Ididnottloubt, but tie 
would fix fome time when I filould wait on hioi) to infoffki 
him of the particukrs; Hvill you bfeUcve. 'Sir^ irfdeed it ;is 
liardljr pofiSblc to bclfere, nOtwithftanclingr went lo him mjr- 
felf three times, and fent two or three more, yet, I nevjfer 
received any anfwer or meflage of any kind from his Loni- 
fliip* As that was my iirft attempt to^erve my countcj^ aad 
it had xdft me fome money, ^nd 1 found thftrc-TWs no de- 
pebdance upon faiinifters, I gave up all thoughts ot^pcwHtg 
fchemes that could never be Drought to bear by an inaividu^, 
mnd where it was abfolutely neceflary to have the concurrence 
of fome peffon in jK>wer. 

lam/Slft, 

Your moft obedient ServarfL 

'u — V— ^. 

The w'Hterof the *bove letter has favoured file with his 
diredion^ and is ready at any time to affirm the tr&th of its 
contents. Howfar his ^eme might he really fervicXK^bk-to^he 
kingdoiii, i ihall not take upon me to determine ; but th!s ^I 
&all fay, if thi Earl of Bute, had been defirous of pifombttng, 
^r giving him&lf any concern about the true interefts of this 
kingdom, he would fo far condefcended as to ba^ aj^i&ted 
li time, for the author^s waiting upon his lordlhip, when he 
migljt after having the whole communicat^id to him> been 
able to judge wh^her his plan was .{)radicable and lif^&A ^r 
not ; however, ihk is but one inftance among; maf^y ptbeiTg 
of the indolence, the inattention, the puiiilani^iity, and the 
weakncls of our minillers, its from thcfe caufes have fpmng 
all 6ur mifcarriagcs of late, and heretofore ; if we was to take .a 
rctrofpeftive view of meafures purfufcd by former minifters, 
and fome that even met with the approbation of parliament, 
we Ihould find that all the evils this country, labours andcr at 
preftnt flow frdm thofe. ciufes, and that Ihonfter bribery and 
corruption, tfiey are too flagrant, too open to be conpeaiqd 
from the view of the public, who have an indubitable right to 
idcmahd juflice for fuch negleds, aild for fuch violent attacks as 

- * • ^ - * hAvc. 
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have been made upon the fundamental laws -of the kingdom ; 
the difceming eye of juftice and reafon will foon difcover the 
many breaches that have been made in thefe bulwarks of our 
conititutibn, which muft Iwell every truly Englifh breaft, 
with a noble abhorrence of the authors and contrivers of fuch 
great mifchicfs to our country ; juftice has been already too 
long impeded, the higheft delinquents, the moft atrocious 
offenders and plunderers of the public, have efcaped with im- 
punity; honours and preferments, due only to the meritori- 
ous, have been conferred on the undeferving, on paultry 
time-fervers, without either charafter or reputation, unlefs it 
be for having connections with fome venal borough monger, 
and to fill up the meafure of minifterial iniquity. The per- 
fecution and profecution carried on for years, againft the heft 
friend the houfe of Hanover, and the conftitution of England 
has had for many years, will be an everlafting ftain on their 
memories. Men of honour and integrity will never anfwer 
the purpofe of fuch a fervile crew/ and are for the mjafft 
part fure to meet with the fame,* or fuch like cruelty, as a 
member of the prefent houfe of commons; chofe by the free 
voice of the people, now fuffers ; it would be a great bJef- 
fing to this nation, if every merhber in this parliament, had 
been elefted in the fame uncorrupt manner ; but virtue and 
merit muft ever make room for bribery and corruption, at 
which we are not to wonder, when the gentlemen, have 
taught their neighbours, to fell their votes, by a l^ng prac- 
tice of expofing to fale their own voices in St. Stephens ChapeU 
Many of the firft rank for birth, parts, title, and fortune 
inftead of ufing their endeavours to ferve their country, are 
either meanly contriving how a change may be brought about 
whereby they may reap fome advantage, or what is ftill 
worfe, they imagine, all will be right if a few friends are at the 
helm; but fuch aihifting of hands, at a time when nothin'g 
can prevent our ruin, but an entire change both in the prin- 
ciples and meafures, by which our minifters have * for fome 
^ears governed, will -be of little fervice to the public. 

In the reign of Japies the Firft, the people were under 
dreadful apprehenfions, on account of the formidable power 
of Spain, which was thought to be more than an over- balance 
for all the reft of Europe j their defigns too, inftead of being 
oppofcd, were prcwnotsed \>j England, ^d James meah'ly 

*:ourtcd 
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courted an alliance with his mod dreadful enemy; but the 
fear which was increafed in every one's breaft of univerfal 
monarchy, opened the eyesof the whole kingdom, and brought 
on a parliament, which was aflembled in 1621, at which; 
time very plain remonftrances were prefented to the throne^ 
letting forth the dangers that threatened the nation ; but 
Spaniih gold had charmed the court, and the parliament was 
difmiiTed in anger, and ftveral of its principal members im- 
prifoned, who could not filenify fee their country loft ; (it 
would have been a great happinefs to this nation,, (ince, if L — d 
B e and the D— e of B— d had not been almoft totally- 
deprived of their fight by French and Spanifh gold, the latter 
was obliged to be under the hands of a very eminent occulift^ 
for fotne time before he could be brought to his fight ag^in«) 
Thus did that oH prince chufe rather to follow the didates of 
his own will, and the pernicious advice of his favourites and 
minifters, than the difinterefted and faithful council of his par- 
liament, who addrefled and intreajced him to arm, and to en- 
ter into fuch leagues, as might beft prevent and oppofe the 
growing^ power of Spain. But he flattered himferf with fecret 
hopes, that fo potent an aHiance as that with Spain, appeared 
to be, would make him more powerful over his own people y 
but at laft, all this proved fatal to hinx and his poiterity, foe 
by dealing fo roughly with the houfe of comimons, thofe' 
feeds of difcontent were Ibwn,. which ended in the ruin of 
his ibn. 

Thefe fatal cataftrophes will ever be the confequence of 
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l^ody yill be hapipy ia thy empire, if thou 4:hin^eft .only oi^- 

{>leafure ^ when tnoii art reqlined on thy RiUow to tafte the- 
weets oi' fleep, remember thofewhomoppreflion.kcep^ awake ;. 
jvhpn a fpiendid reoaft l>e feryed up fo thee, think on^ thofc 
wholanjgmfhJQ rniiery; wb^ thou ramhldl through the de- 
lightful ]grby^s ii^ thine Har^m,renafTOber there ace thofe.who 
arc unfortopate, aji^ whopi .tyJ^Dny keeps in irons. Oae word, 
mpre,*' iaid he, *^ receiv,e into thy favour^ oiea eioment ia* 
the fciepbes, aiid coiyluft ithyfelf by their advice, in order- 
ithat monarchy may be pbj&d^ent tp tlie written |aw$^ gnd not: 
tl^e law p monarchy-" 

Ipven among;, the Pff)^;?^> the mpft abjed siqcT daft?irdly of:^ 
^11 people,, the philp(ppljers^>yho inaugufated the priaces> wcrcr 
alloweq ^ rppeatihplp^yQrds to t^enxat thdf cprpfia,tiofl. 

*^ Know^ O King> that thy authprity IhaU cegie to biS law- 
ful on the very day iho\x ceafeft to render. the J?^^;^^ happy. '^ 

Trajai>wa« fenlible of this tfutli, when beingraifed to the- 
^ronc,.and prefenting the f\vord a^uuialtpriie Pn^eiiuf Pre- 
torii^he faid, ^ receive frpp) me this fword, and make ufe of ic^ 
under my reign, either to 4efend in me,a. juft. priitice> or to- 
puii^ in me a tyranL" 

Whoever^ under pretence of fupporting the authority of' hia- 
Ibvereign, would ftretch it to an arbitrary power,, is atvthec 
feme time, a bad f^ithf r, a b^dxit^zeu>. and a bad fiibjeft ; a^ 
bad faster,, and a^bad citizeji,becaufch^ wjoiJ^lp^^^hls poft^ 
rity aijid his country with the chains of flayery. j and a bad fuh^ 
jeft, beca^fe by changing a lawful for an arbitrary autho;ity^ 
he is fummjoning u^ ainbuionand deipair agaiiiit ^.king.. 



n^%eert; where t^eftpVfli tQ the Af^l^r ^ ^ EyjtTy>r<)i«wy Nc^ Qfimt 
fPo^jaidj^wiUbc rcop|y€dt- • " - ^ 
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IT haviiig^been urged by Tory writers, arid thofe of the 
church of Rome, that paflivc obedience and oon-refiftance^ 
are agreeable to holy writ ^ the divine inftitution of kings,^ 
^ey tell' us^ is founded upon certain ttxt^ of fcriptiire ; thSfc 
kind of people are no b^er than blafphemers who ftatterthcir 
ibvereign, and compfiinent him with a divine right to his- 
crown : this I ftiall endeavour to prove, and that thtre is no formt ' 
of government prcfcribcd, either in the Old or New Tefta- 
mtnt. The great author of the world having laid no reftraint 
upon his people from defending their natural and inherent 
rights and privileges ; but thofe who would willr to eftab- ' 
Blh a dodrine diametrically oppofite to this, have, elpecially 
when the gentlemen of the black gown could be engaged to ' 
thump the arthion, and to teach the people paflive obedience 
and non-refiftance, gcneralTy quoted, as moft fikely ta' 
anfwer their purpofe, the folFowing, as a favourite text in 
fepport-of their arguments : let every foul be fubjeft unto ' 
btgber powers^ tor there is no power but of Go J-, the powers - 
that be, are ord-iined oFGod ; whofoever, therefore, refifteth • 
tiie power, refifteth the^ ordinance o^God^ 

Thefe words hare not the moft diftanf allufion to the title 
of a king, or kingly power, fo far from it, that it is an uni- 
verfal pofition, affirming that tu! power is from God, and or-- 
dained by him ; therefore, it cannot be interpreted in favour 
of kingly governmeiiC;. for^ by the lame rule,, it follows, 

that 
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that all other forts of government arc formed and ordained bjn 
him. If fo, kings are no more an ordinance of the fupremc 
being than other inferior magiftrates. Nor is it reafonablc^ 
to fuppofe the Almighty intended to entsril chains of flivery 
upon generations that were to follow ? — ^The divine penmen 
were particularly^caatioes to prevent an opinion of that fort 
gaining credit: for where Sft Peter treats ef the -dodrinc of 
the king's fapremacy, he calls it the ordinance of man : from 
which paGTages we may form a true notion of government,^ 
the light of kings, and the meafure of the fubjefts obedience* 
From this, it is evident that our right in the choice of rulers 
is eftablilhed by the fame authority, quoted to. fupport and.- 
defend defpotifm and arbitrary government. In order to 
prove this more.ekarly, not^ajithfiauding it mof bejaid to- be the 
jiandard oj rebellion^ I will aflert, that God^ in the inftitu- 
tioa ofmagiftracy, did notconfinei:hofethat Ihouldbe chofea** 
rulers over us within any limits refpefting our civil concerns,, 
this excepted, that they were to govern for the general t;,ood 
of thofe from whopi they received tl>e power to rule; there—^ 
fore, he left it free^ and entirely to the people,. from their 
iifft creation and fubmilCon to government, to lay down and* 
define what ftiould be the boundaries of the public good \ alfo, ,, 
by what rules and ftandard the chief ruler, let him be called > 
by what name foever, ftiould be reftrained \ in order that he 
might promote the true intereft of the commonwealth, over 
which he. is. created, gqardian, by the ordinance, of the people* 

It will not be dilputed. but \ every perfoa concerned' in 
this crdioance^. was mafter of his .own property and liberty, , 
before their agreement with each other to. appointthemfelves - 
k . ruler. Therefore, he,, who is honoured with magiftracy, 
cannot pretend to wy more autliority over the liberty, or 
cl^im any right in the property of that body politic, than \yhat: 
the people had conferjed upon him, or voluntarily diverted 
thcmfclvea of, upon the,foIc profpedLof the advantages arifing^ 
to themlilvcs aad mankinJ, Irom living jn fpcieties under 
magiftratji'Sv It cannot be fupporcd, .with* any colour of rea- 
fon, that mankind could be fo infatuated. as. to fubinit them-- 
fclves to the jurirdliSion of one who had no antecedent right ^ 
ta cQiixin^nd thwOi. From theie few inftances it is evident, 
the power, extent, and latitude of a magiilrare or prince muft . 
owe its orig nal to fume ordinance or grant of the people. 
We Ihould not feek for, the rights and prerogatives of 
kangs amangit the. obicure records, of monkifh legends,, 
temp prilu)g^Joctriues of Ven*ii iiwyers and corrupt divines. 
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4kor <un(m^{i the ifireciotu records of princes ^ha t |>layed the 

^yranc^ nor of parliaments -that betrayed their tmft.^ but we 

Jia^e an undoubted right to refift every meafure and degree 

of authority and prerogative, afcribed to the fapreme magif^ 

*rate, which cannot be. proved nor juftified by the laws in 

'force: rtherefore, what cannot be derived from a4egd con- 

^ef&on of the fubje&y muft be acknowledged to remwi in* 

Tvefted in the people^ as their referved privilege 4uid right. At 

^eyecan be no civil government lawfnl but fudh as is found** 

vcd upon a covenant between the ruler and the people* the 

articles upon which they ftipulated the one with the othef^ 

^became lundamentals of the refpe£tive conftitutions of aa« 

rtionsy with the addition of pofitive^^laws, refpeding both the 

4imi^of the rulei^ authorit]^ ^and ^the mealures m the&b^ 

Jed*s^obedimce« 

It 15 treafon a^ahift the conflitntion, and treachery to ^be- 

■-comnmnity, to extend the governor's right to command, and 

^the fubjed's duty to obey, beyond the laws of one's countrjb 

to ddfdlve thofe iltong ties by which princes iland confinecC 

and to over turn the walls by which the rights, privilegeiw 

rand properties of thefubjeds are focured, againft ambition and 

power, which tempts every prince to become a>|yrant^ and t# 

'Orkg his fubjeds under the yoke of flavery. 

The. people df Endand have«s jufta title to, and Security 

for, the enjoyment of 'their liberties and properties, as their 

^Icings Jiave to their^rowns, or for^efence of <the<regal dig- 

^nity. Hbe kings of England can plead nothing for what they 

«enjoy^4>r claim as inch, but .fundamental and^pofkive laws ; 

i£o the fubjedt*s intereft in his liberty and property is conveyed 

^to him by die fame conditions and channels^ and Secured in 

theiame manner }«nd notwithftanding the king is ftiled in 

the books df law 6oo*s vicar on Earth, and Gen's lieutenant^ 

'tis no more than an.in(lTu£tive title^ alluding or iignifying 

that. the whole power >^fted in a kinig of England is to do 

good, and not to-do hurt^ as a:^king to do nothing but what 

he canlegally do. Jfornf in his mirror, remarks, ^' 'Oie Saxons 

^' chefe one king4o maintain and defend theirperfons and 

««<goodsan^peace, by rules of Jaw ; and made him fwearthat 

*^ he would be obedient to fuffer right^ as well as his fubje£h 

•••Iheuldbe." 

'Slie people "Of England know no king, but bylaw; it 
^woifld b: hi^h treafon to ackaowledge any other fupreme 

magiitratc 
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magiftrate. In the coronation oath there is'a daufe, whereby 
the king promifes to govern according to law, and to prefcrve 
unto his fubjcds, ail their cuftoms and franchifes. — It is an 
old and -true maxim that the king can do no wrong, that 
is^ he ha« nodawM power, 'to do any thing that is cruel and 
unjuft, and our co^ftitution confiders no power as irrefifti- 
*ble, but what is lawfitl ; therefore 4t cannot be interpreted, 
that the king has an abfolute right to ad according to his 
own will, but on the contrary, that he is to be guided in 
all his adions of government by the laws ; as a king he 
can do nothing but what the iaw impowers him to do, and 
.there is not one thing under his authority any longer than 
he ads according to law ; therefore nothing is left to his 
arbitrary will. It is a wrong notion to afcribe unto a king* 
the origin of the peoples rights and privileges ; its true, he 
may grant favours under the fandion of the laws ^ but our 
jfewral charters, particularly Magna Charta, in, and by which 
our rights Hand (ecured, fworn and entailed unto us, and our 
pofterity : were not the grants and concellions of our kings, 
but recognitions of what we have 4:eferved unto ourfelves, in 
the original inftitution of oot ^overnmentr Itiis a happinefs 
liiis nation enjoys beyond any ijther, that our laws can neither 
be aJtjcred, annulled, or made void, without the confent and 
connivance of the fame authority, by ^ which they were made 
and enaded : the king can not abrogate nor difpenfe with the 
laws of his country, notwithftanding the executive part of 
^he goveraoient is both by our common and ftatute laws con- 
veyed unto the king, and vefted in him ; yet there is fuch 
provifion made, both in the conditions of our conftitution, 
and in our parliamentary ads, to prevent this from being 
hurtful to the fubjed, unlefs the king ihould find means to 
invade and fubvert the <:onftitution. Our great progenitors 
l^ft nothing in the executive part of the conftitution, to the 
Jcings private difcretion* much le(s to his arbitrary will ; but 
our anceftor^ affigned him the laws, as the lules and meafjres 
he is to be governed by ; and they «ferve a right, liberty, and 
power unto themfclves, of infpeding his admioiftration, and 
in a parliamentary way, of en-:)uiring into, and puniftiing the 
crimes of judges, and of all others employed by the king 
in the executive part of the government. 

I Ihall now proceed to fhew from fcripture what kind of 
a creature Bute and his tribe is ; in order to do this, and 
to fhew what fort of people thofe are, who make a noife about 
liberty, I muft quote the 14th jjth i6th and j/th vcrfcg 
of the 4^th chapter of Genelis. 

IfTachar 
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^ Iflachir is a ftrohg als couchlngdown between two burdens. - 

" And he faw that reft was good, and the land that it waa 
plcafaht ; and bowed his' fhouldfer to bear, and' became a 
fervaut unto tribute,. 



« 



Dan {hall judge^ his peopK as^one of the tHbes of lii»eL 



" Datilhatt be afcrpent by the way, an adder in the path,; 
thatbiteth the horle-heels, fo that his rider fliall fall back* 
ward." * 

Thefe- word^ plainly flbew there hare been pe6ple in all 
ages of the world, who had no rehfh fot liberty ; thar would 
bow the Ihoulder to b^ar, and become ferrants unto tribute; 
fuch are the prefent tribe^of Bute: and others that have de- 
tefted fuch cowardly, fuch venal* wretches ; of this fort is our* 
prefent illoftrious patriot and his - adherents; who would nm 
any rifquee, aindface any dangers, however gfeat, fof that pre- ' 
cious, that ineftimable jewel, liberty.— I ftiairbegin with the 
account we have of Iflftehar, or Bute ; who bowed his Ihoulder 
Xo bear, and became a f^vant unto tribute, whofe paffive obe- 
dience will be condemned to memory, and is as full of con- 
tempt as a metaphor can be, we are to know him by his like-r 
nefs to th^ moft heavy and- ft<«pid animal in the creation, in^ 
ftead of having his name from fomething vigorous and beau- 
tiful, his father leaves this upon him, that he*s ^Jirong als 
couching down between the two burdens, 

TKt groufld of the fimiKtude we fee is the little rigard" 
he and his- tribe had for liberty, and the forry fjrrender they 
made of themfelves to tyranny j and would if pollible have 
broujght the whole nation under the fame terrible yoke. 

The com^rifon leads me firll to tell youj^ th,u tbe^ fouru- • 
dation of alt pafiive^ obedience is- h?d in (lucidity, they 
that couch down between two burdens, who bow their 
fnoulders to bear, and become fcrvants to tribute^ may fee 
what herd thev belong to; though an afs was more uled in- 
ihe eaftern countries, than it isvvith us, it fctcms by the Oid- 
Teflament to be made for no otluer purpofe than drudgery, 
bearing of burdens, not remarkable for its head or hecl.c^. 
^d little capable cf being taught \\Wt our prefent I liich;.r 
and his tribe, who feem to be the out-caft cf both worlds ; 
they give up^ all tkat'fi dear V^ them Li this^.and (licw a dul^- 
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nefs that can have no room in the other. I muft alfo obierve 
that an indifFercnce concerning our civil liberties always goes 
urith a negled of that which is religious^ Though mbmit- 
ting to the impious will of a monarch hath been exalted, ag 
if it was the one thing needful, yet it is very cafy to provc^ 
both by fcripture and the hiftories of men, that it is fo far 
from containing the whole of religion, that it does not, in 
reality, poffcfs any one part of it j there €an be no faith in 
it, for that would both purify the heart and conquer the 
world. It is plain that people loofe their chriftianity witlv- 
their liberties ; and when once an encroaching power hath- 
made them flaves, it will require little more to make them 
heathens ; and thofe miniflers that preach up this doftrine 
will foon be brought to underftand no ether ; fo lliat faith 
and repentance will be drove from the pulpit, andinftead of 
bread they will give us a ftone ; weftiall foon hear of nothing:. 
tlfc but obedience to the luft of men;^ as if our Saviour had 
no other defign in laying down his life, than to make the 
kings of the earth a compliment of ours ;..as if no fin could-' 
be dangerous but what they call rebellion, and the terms of 
procuring to ourfekes damnation,, could not be uied but in- 
©ne cafe, which is that of relifting a civil power. Thefe 
things I fliall more fully prove by a variety of texts of fcrip* 
^ ture in a future paper, when the prefent Iflachar of England;^ 

and hisr tribe will be defi:ribed ia all their hideous and ugly:- 
forms.. 



L O N BO N : Printed for T. Ffi AT, No. iz, near Sfc. DunftanVChurci^ 
Tktt Strett;i where Letters to tlio Auxbor of the Extraordinaiy^ Noxtli Bute* 
|?oil p^idX will be reotiv^cU 
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NUMBER XIII. To be continued JVeekly. 

SATURDAY, August 6th, 1768. [Price Three Pence. 

A Political Conference between AULICUS a Courtier^ 
CI VICUS a Citizeny and DEMAS a Countryman^ 

I AM very glad I haw fpuiui you ib fpon, Aulicw^ that we 
may enter ferioufly and coaly upon thofe nice and difficult 
queftions, concerning civil government, authority, and li- 
berty, the powers and duties of fovereigns and fulp^jeds^ 
things of the greateft importance towards the peace and hap^ 
pinefs, not only of Ais common wealth, but of all others, 
and of mankind in general, which are but little known, and 
lefs underftoodj for fuch as have wrote upon them, have 
been for the moft part dependent on fovereigns, and for that 
rcafon have endeavoiircd to heighten fovereignty, and lellcn 
liberty, fo far as fpecious pretences could be found j and 
others have wrote, who dared . not to ufe freedom, for fear 
of being conftrued feditlous libellers, and by the affiftance of 
an honeft attorney general, and a few innuendos, having a 
place provided for them, amongft the grand aflembly of 
thieves, murderers, and pickpockets, in Newgate. And I 
affure you, Aulicus, if it was not for my intimacy with you,^ 
and that I know you to be virtuous, I fhould not venture 
with this freedom to communicate my fentiments upon. 
thefe matters, as your education and employment muft in- 
ienfibly have bred in you many of thofe notions which pafs 
|op current at court ; and of which you cannot fee the un- 

ioundnefi^ 
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Ibundnefs ; therefore you muft compofe your fpirit to hear 
fuch reafcns as I (hall urge againft thofe opinions j and that 
we may not run into any confufion, I propofe our friend, 
Chicus, equally admired by us both for his found judgment, 
and finjjular moderation. 

AuLicus.3 I an^ extremely obliged to you by this laft pro- 
pofal, and do moft heartily accept your offer.; therefore let 
us fix a time and place where we may invite our friend, 
and be free from all interruption^ that we may go to the very 
bottom of thofe matters in v;hich I will not urge com- 
mon opinions, but proceed upon fuch grounds as, being 
clearly proved, will be readily received by every perfon of 
difcrction. 

Second CONFERENCE. 

> A U L I C U S. 

Demos has agreed to admit a witnefs to our fecret rea- 
fonings concerning civil government, and the power and 
duty of Sovereigns and fubjefts, and we have refolved to 
uie freedom, being encouraged fo to do, by the eminent 
piety, prudence, equality of temper, and moderation of fpirit 
of our prefent moft excellent fovercign, who has turned the 
advantage I had formerly over him of the common opinion of 
princes and courts againft me ; yet I fliall Hill infift that to 
oppofe the will of a prince is unlawful and rebellious i for 
the very name of a fovereign implies a power to command, 
and a duty in his fubjeds. to obey in all things. Now to the 
point, we have chofe you, Civicusy to be umpire between us, 
for fear, through prejudices, we ihould run into any ex* 
tremes. 

Civicus.] An opportunity of meeting with fuch excellent 
friends in io retired a place, prepared to reafon upon matters of 
the greateft moment, for the world to know, gives me pleafure ; 
and though I fhall be far from prefuming to over-rule you in any 
material point, yet I {hall be ready to fervt you, as far as I 
am able, in the form of your reafoning. 

Demas.] As I was the firft who propofed this conference, 
I fhall begin ; I am for liberty, which is the natural right 

of 
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of all mankinds and I cannot fee how men can lawfullj 
Joofe it by their own confent ; St, Paul, who, though he 
^does not condemn Havery, yet allows the ilaves to uiir 
iiberty, fo that he ^proves flavcry only where the flave can- 
rnot help himfelf ; and it is the common opinion of mankind, 
in general^ that all men are bom free ? and it is yet more 
tunqueiUonable, that no reftraint ought to be laid in our li- 
4>erties, uniefs it be by confent j though fome princes rule 
itheir fubjefts as they do their hearts, and believe they liavc 
a power of life and death, not by way of juftice for a crime de- 
ilerving death, but for any thing that difpleafes them, hiftorics 
.are fo full of this power affumed by fovereigns, over their 
fubje(fts, that I need not bring confirmation ; and if fome have 
Ibeen fo favourable^ as to promife better ufage, they did not 
thereby conftitute a right in the people, to claim it as their 
^ue, bat only to poflefs it daring pleafure, even though the 
jjromifes made an obligation to God, for which he might d — n 
.them, if they tranfgrcfled j but their fubje<3:s muft not abate 
;any thing of their obedience, reverence and fubmiflion ; and if 
ithey would not give a6live obedience, all means were ufcd to 
rforcc them to it, as being only denied by hypocritical or fana- 
^cal folly. 

AuLici^s,] Suppofinj; liberty to be the firft right, and extending 

■^ to the greateft heighth, that weak and wicked people can 

ibetch it to, and the world knows the abufes that have been 

committed under the fpecious pretence of liberty, I need only 

mention a few very recent inftances ; lord Mansfield's life was 

j)rivately threatened, as he faid, in his ^ecch^ in the court of 

King's Bench, a few week's ago ; the earl of Bate too, has 

been cruelly treated, in almoft every publication, for thefe fix 

years paft ; and even his life has been threatened, and for what f 

Why, for rjeftoring peace to this nation. The prefent worthy 

lord mayor of the city of London couH not poflibly efcape 

thofe wretches who pretend to have a right to liberty, not- 

TvithftandJng he valiantly feized a boot and petticoat, which 

will be preferved as trophies to his honour ; and quelled two 

or three dangerous mobs, befides many other heroic aftions. 

Now if thefe people are guilty of fiich outrages, what may 

vrc expeft from thofe who pretend to liberty of confcicnce, 

which Jews, Turk?, and Heathens claim, and feditious people 

make the vail of rebellion, becaufe religion is lefs known to 

the vulgar ; as to liberty, there are very few who known dif- 
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tinftly what it is a there is liberty in all rational creatures, who 
are capable of determining their own refolutions and defires, and 
their aftions, fo far as they arc not hindered by force, which is 
^uite applicable to things, good and evil, by which they intend 
to do as they pleafe. 1 hope Demas does not mean this kind 
of liberty, which is not liberty bat licentioufnefs ; for the fu- 
.preme being, who is the fovereign of all, and whom nothing 
can reftrain, never accounted it liberty to do evil j therefore tlie 
queilion xnuft come to civil or lawful liberty ; and then it figni* 
fies nothing, till it is known what the power of the Ibvereiga 
is; we have nor ought to have any liberty but in fuch things 
as they permit, for die very name and nature of fovereign ty^ 
imports a power to command and a duty to obey, in all lawful 
things, and not only fo, but we fee God hath inftituted a civil 
•government, having power to determine all queflions or con- 
troverilcs, not only of their own fubjeds amongft themfelves, but 
•even between himfclfind any part or the whole of his people^ 
fo that paffive- obedience or fubmilfion muft be complied with, 
without reftridion in any cafe ; hecaufe Ibvereigns are the vice- 
.gerents of God ; therefore every fub}eft is obliged to fubmit to 
hxs determinations, though erroiiious (for lie , hath not endued 
them with an infallibility) or otherwife, the divine inflituti- 
on means nothing; for no man is obliged to obey further than 
he thinks right; andfo he is judge of his fovereign, and not his 
fovereign of him. Seeing therefore that civil fovereignty is a di- 
vine inftitution, there cannot be any juft pretence to deny him 
^obedience. 

C1VICUS.3 You have hoth faid fome things which appear 
to be very plaufible, but to bring your difpute nearer, it will 
beveryneceffary to enquire xvhence civil power arofe ; whether 
it be founded upon the light and law of nature, or if it be a 
xlivine inftitution; when and how it was inftituted. That ci- 
vil fovereignty is of divine inftitution, is beyond all queftion, 
evident by the 1 3th of the Romans, which relates diftindly 
not to perfons, but to powers; tie powers that are, are or^ 
dained of God^ but though God inftituted civil pohvery he 
did not conftitute it, except in fome of the fovereigns of 
Ifrael only, neither has he enjoined it as a prerept that we 
fhould incorporate ourfelves under a civil pcv. er, but by way 
of privilege, if they thought it convenient \ therefore it is 
eafy to reconcile the difference betwixt St. Paul calling it a 
divine inftitution, and St. F£ier x:allin^ it an human conftituti- 
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on or crearion, that is, it is ^divine by inftitution, but human 
by conftitution and free choice ; and though I acknowledge 
civil liberty, to be a moft excellent and defirable right^ yet it 
niay be reftrained by civil government as parties agree j but 
all powers being by the voluntary conceffion of the people, it 
is never to be extended beyond what is evidently granted; 
nor was it ever attempted with any fucccfs, but by force of 
arms $ nor can it be prefumed^ that men would, without nc- 
cefTity or advantage, tranfmit that power to civil authority 
which might put themfelves and pofterity in a ftate of flavery: 
in former times there were no explicit terms of government, 
but only the nomination of a king or prince,- whereby he 
had power to determine things by the law of nature ; but the 
abule of power hath opened the eyes of mankind^ and made 
them fix the terms of power and fubjedtion, by declaring the 
laws of nature when dubious, and by inflituting laws, from 
whence hath arifen the feveral conftitutions, kinds, and forms 
of common-wealths, not only in refpedt of the perfons in 
whom the fovereignty is placed, but in refpeft to the manner 
of exercifing it. Therefore thefe fycophants who tell their 
fovereigns, that their fubjeds are obliged abfolutely to obey 
them, ..are under the neceflity. of ftrengthening their authority 
by {landing armies, which require great taxes, that they may 
be able to fupprefs the people though they (liould rife againll 
them, and that it is more fafer to govern by fear than by 
duty or love. 

AuLicus.3 You have faid many things which are fuffici- 
ent to convince me of the pregnancy of your fpirit ; and they 
, are new and furprizing to me \ for in the moft part of com- 
mon-wealths, kings fet up themfelves, forcing provinces and 
families to their obedience; and have never acknowledged any 
other title but conqueft and the fword ; fo that it cannot hold 
as a general rule, that in all common- wealths there muft be 
mutual agreements, engagements, and contracts, betwixt lo- 
vereigns and fubjefts ; and notwithftanding in fome cafcs there 
were fuch, yet few appear by authentic hiftory or record; 
therefore if your ground, Civicus^ holds good, it lays the founda- 
tion of fedition and rebellion, far more dangerous to mankind 
than the abfolute power of fovereigns ; for they will judge for 
themfelves : fo if there be a referved judgment to the people, 
in cafes that on their part are clear and important, it is very 

cafy 
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eafy for them to fay it is cUtkt ; and therefore thofe againft 
whom judicial fexitences are pronouBced^ which they think 
againft law, will not acquiefce, hut will-KefiA, if they have any 
hope to prevail ; and if a great and numerous multitude declare 
againft their fovercign, what fecurity can he have of his right, 
but by force of (landing armies ? befidcs, almoft all lawyers, nay 
even divines, have declared, that it is unlawful for fubjefts, un- 
der any pretence what£>ever, to take up arms without their 
princes coiifent ; and, what is yet worfe, the people, whenever 
they are miOed by faftions, may not only refift, but alfo judge 
aiid condemn their fovereigns. 
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I SHALL in this paper take upon me. to .defcribe the 
duty of a king, which I fhall confider as a limiteii, though 
the fame is applicable to the moft abfolute tilbnafch. In 
the firft place, it is abfolutely neceflary, that a king fhould 
have a juft fenfe of the great obligations incumbent upon him, 
to promote the intereft of his people, and to protedt them : a 
king fhould remember that he is appointed for the good of the 
people, and that he is their fervant 5 as they have inf rufted him 
with the executive power ; as they have given him large re- 
venues to fupport his dignity, and to pay him homage, rc- 
fpeft, and reverence j in all this they have certainly fome view 
and expcdl fome return. A king who has wrong notions of 
the end of his inflitution, is not likely to govern conformable 
to that end, and confequently muft govern wrong; but, let 
them know this, the people appoint kings that they may enjoy 
eafe and fatisfa6lian» which they thought could not fo eafily be 
obtained without them; when monarchs adtfrom fuch motives, 
they are in a fair way of being both great and good, and their 
names will be traftfmitted to pofterity with honour and venera- 
tion : a prince thus influenced, will make himfelf acquainted 
with the conftitution of the country he governs ; if he gives 
himfelf up to, and credits the fly infinuations of minifl:ers, the 
people will in time inevitably be miferable. Minifters general- 
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^y find their intercft in oppreffing the people, mifguiding their 
prince, and are obliged often to attempt the ruin of both to 
preferve themfelves ; fome mmifters have been men of honour^ 
integrity, and honefty, under whofe admini ft ration, the bufinef^ 
of tSe nation has been wifely condu£led ; but we find when 
this has happened, princes themfelves have been men of feAfe,, 
and tKat they have often infpefted and examined the condu£l of 
their miniilers, given them orders, and were often the chief in- 
ftruments of the happmefs derived from their government ; but 
the halcyon days of thofe princes who were ignorant of the 
conftitution of their country, have been few indeed, which is- 
very eafily accounted for, becaufe they were not wife enough 
to diftinguifh, nor capable of chufing men of capacity and 
merit for their rainiftersj it would be fiirprizing indeed, if 
wicked and ignorant kings fhould not chufe ignorant and wicked 
miniftcrs^j this, has been the cafe, and I am petfuaded ever 
wiH. — Itisa ncceflary part of a king's duty to be cautious in the 
chctfce of his minifters, they ought to be men of probity,, mcty 
of abilities i of this he fhould be fatisfied before they have the 
honour of being near his perfoa, and have the management of 
af^airs^ When a king, chufes men merely otk account of their 
incapacityj^ or their being fit obje(5t8 for promoting his plea- 
fares,, the nation muflbe in x miferabte condition. Miniilers: 
fhoutd be men of known integc^y, men of honour and honefly» 
men tenacious of their word and promifes,, men who have dif- 
tinguiftied themfelves by their love for their country,, whofe for- 
tunes aie not defpicable,. and whofe relations and dependants 
are neither poor nor numerous ; becaufe,. when they come to- 
finger the nation^s money, they will not be able to refift the 
teniptation of applying fonae ta their own private ufe,. efpeci- 
ally when they confider it is a genteel way of cheating,, not like 
thofe mean metho(k which endanger a man's neck ; befides, by^ 
this th^ obtain the charad^-ec of penetrating men« Great re* 
gard fhould be fhewn ta the peopIe^s inclination in the choice 
ofminlflers^ a good king will always ufe every method to 
pleafe his people and gain their affedions^ and there is no one 
thing he caix do tliat will be fp agreeable to them as to chufe 

/^ .. men 
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men who have the efteem and ioxrc of the nation. When fuch 
men arechofen whom the people diflike, theking not only draws 
hatred on their adininiftration, but makes his fubjefts difefFec- 
ted to him, discontented with his government, and prepares 
them for rebellion. As a king fliould, in the choice of a minif- 
try, confult the humour of the people, fo when he finds that 
aniniftry become difagreeable to them, he ought not to con- 
tinue them; nothing will make him more beloved by his people, 
3ior they more ready to ferve him with their lives and fortunes, 
than delivering up a miniftry obnoxious to them j and when guilty, 
leave them to the refentment of an injured nation. Is it 
poflible a prince can hefitate a moment when it is put 
to him either to loofe the affedions of his people, or change 
his miniftry j if no generous motives \vill influence him, he 
ought to confider the melancholy confequence« iwhich have 
attended fcveral princes, who obftinately and foolilhly pro- 
tefted their minifters. A wife king will not fcruple to comply 
with the outcries and demands of his people, for bringing igno- 
Tant and guilty minifters to juftice. The chief caufe of the me- 
aancholy fate of Edward the Second, was an obftinate humour 
of defending over-grown minifters j he came to the ctown, 
though not with the unanimous, yet with the general apphufe 
of the people, and /they hoped to fee a continuance of his 
father's virtues : he afcended the throne with advantages, which, 
if improved, might have made him a great and glorioui 
monarchy but almoft before the funeral obfequies of the de- 
ceafcd king were performed, he broke his oath, and contrary 
to the requeft of his dying father, he recalled his fvotir'te 
Gavefton jfrom-baniftiment, and was fo extravagantly fond of 
him, that he thought all the honours and riches in the king^ 
dom* too little to beftow on him : and when this all-grafping 
minion found himfelf iaaftef of Edward, he then launched 
out into pride, arrogance, and felf-conceit : he governed the 
iing as he pleafed. (in much the fame manner as a certain fa* 
vouritc did his prince, a little more than, four hundred 
4nd thirty years after) Edward, at the time he went i. into 
'France to celebrate his marriage, left this afpiring wretch 
guardian of the realm i and when he returned, continued to 

heap 



Digitized by 



Google 



«2 THE EXTRAORDINARY [No. XIV. 

heap favours upon him j but at laft, the parliament, being n<^ 
longer able to brook the infults of the minifter, petitioned for 
his baniffimcnt, which the king was obliged to confent to, 
though much againft his inclination : however, he had hardly 
departed the nation, when recalled to repeat his intolerable in- 
folence ;- iuch behariour, licenfed and encouraged by the king, 
could not but alienate the affeftions of his people, and caufe a 
general difcontent : the confequence was, that the royal autho- 
rity was put into the hands of certain lords appointed by parlia- 
ment, and prefcntly after Gavefton was banifhed a feccnd timo. 
If he had remained in banifhment, (as it is to be hoped the 
minion of thefe times will do, who voluntarily baniflied him- 
felf a few days ago, after having divided and ruined tlie na- 
tion by his wicked councils and influence) Edward^ by a 
prudent conduft, would have regained the people's aifcdionsj 
but he was fo ftrangely infatuated, that he recalled that ar- 
rogant creature a fecond time^ wJio repeated his viUanies 
with more audacioufnefs than ever, by which he, in a man- 
ner, wrefted from the people all the little remaining love 
and veneration they had for the Jcing; and therefore they 
joined under the command of certain lords ^yho feized the 
caufe of all their grievances, and were carrying him to the 
Jking, but he was cut fliort by the Earl of Warwick^ who 
ordered him to be beheaded, which was accordingly .done: 
however, foon after things were brought to an accommo- 
dation, a particular and general pardon was ordained, and 
Edward had it once more in his power to regain the love 
of his people j but as he meditated Jtheir undoing, fo he 
contrived to deftroy them^ to eflfeft this, he took to his 
bofom the two Spencers, father and Ion, who prefently 
gained as great a power .over him as Gavefton had done be- 
fore } and what was ftill .mone dangerous, they, with all that 
wicked favourites ambition and pride, pofle/Ted far greater 
natural abilities: however, after a time, the king was obliged 
to confent to their banifliment ; but getting an advantage 
over the barons, he recalled his minions, and by their jad- 

yice fhed the blood of fame of ihe heft families in Eng- 
land^ 
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land, there was not one cfcaped their fury, which they fuf- 
pcacd, and they fufpeaed all who were eminent for juf- 
dce, honour, and virtue. The people, notwithftanding alt 
their grievances, who would hcforc have affifted Ac king, 
were too much incenfed agatnft him to render him any 
fervice ; they haled him on account of the obftmacy with 
which he defended their oppreflbrsr, whofe laft fate was near 
approaching: however, at that jundturc it was impoffible to 
deftroy them without fubjeaing the Tiatiort to the king's 
revenge, it was therefore thought expedient to call a par- 
liament, who immediately agreed to depofe Edward, and to 
make his fon king. But his mlfery did not end here, for 
after he was confined, he was ufed in a moft cruel manner 
by his keepers, who, after many indignities pot upon him, 
deftroyed him in a barbarous manner, though it muft 
be owned he brought that on himfelf, by protefting his 
wicked roinifters, whofe chief mm was to deftroy the fpirit 
of liberty, which was fprcad through the kingdom j and 
which, when it prevails, muft reduce- to the loweft Onk any 
powerful permcious fevourite. 

This Gavefton found, this rfic SpcncerV experienced, 
and this may the prefent favourite expcftj and monarchf 
from hence may Icam how neceffary it is to give v^ de- 
figning minifters to the voice of the people j and it is much 
more glorious for a prmce to be influenced by Ae good of 
the public, than any private paffion proceeding from fa- 
vour of any particular fet of men. 

They who take care of one part c^ the public and neg- ~ 
left the other, are the means of introducing a very per-* 
nicious praftice in the ftate, tending to fedition and dif- 
cord; £o we fee fome make their court to popularity, fome 
to power, but few defirc the intereft of the \i^c^e. 

Another duty incumbent on a king, is, often to examine 
the condu<3: of his fervants, and to oblige them to render a 

juft 
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juft and exad: account of every fum taken from the treafury^ 
check their unneceflary expcnces, and punifh them for any 
fraud : if kings would but acl fo, what immenfe fums might 
be faved to the nation, how many heavy and burthenfome 
taxes might be taken off; all degrees would find the be- 
nefit of fuch a king's conduft, under whom minifters would not 
have it in their power to plunder the people and raife im- 
menfe fortunes on the ruins of others, which is a crime of 
the blackeft dye j the confequence is an increafe of burdens 
on the people, and immenfe riches to court minions, a 
multiplicity of ofHcefs and miniftrial dependants, who roh 
the people and wallow in plenty, by reducing the communi- 
ty to want and beggary. 

[ To be ccntinuedJ] 
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Tti a peculiar happinefs of the times, when a man may think as he pleafes^ 
and fpeak as he thinks^ 



II <!■ * ■! tim 



To the Right Honoura^IeWiWiiim Lord Mansfield, Lord 
Chief Juftice of the Court of King^ s Bench ^ and one 
of his Majeflys moji Honourable Privy CounciL 

My L O R D^ 

IM U S T beg your Lordfhip to pardon the freedom withi 
whkh I fhall addrefs you in this paper ; as ipeaking and 
writing witin^ut fiear or reftraint, are the great privileges 
of a free people. The liberty of the prefs, my Lord, is the 
greateft bleffing we can enjoy v what nation can be faid to be 
free, where all writings muft be examined and approved before 
they are printed i and I can fee little difference between that>. 
and the Chief Juftice of the King's Bench having a power of 
granting attachments upon information and oath of a commoa 
informer (who is employed) when his condud is called in quef- 
tion, and imprifoning people during his pleafure^ for a con^ 
tempt of court> as it is termed ; and whatever is difapproved 
by him^ may be faid to be a contempt of court.. In aU free 
Iftate^ my Lord, the people have a juft right to difi:u& pub* 
ficly the proceedings of adminiftration, and the determinations 
•C judges and magiftrates. Suppofe^ myLord^ a Chief Juftice, 
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an Attorney General, or the Kirk's Solicitor, fhould be guiltyr 
of bribing and packing juries, or by corrupt influence make 
partial deterjuinations, and the nation fhould be almojft enflavcd 
by fuch infamous and wicked proceedings. I fay, my Lord^ 
fuppofe that to be the cafe, who would. dare to attacLa judge,, 
though he fliould be guilty of the greatcft cruelty and injuftice, 
while he has an arbitrary power of imprifoning the perfon who 
might be bold enough to call his conduct in queftion, during* 
' his pleafure^ This, my Lord, is ftriking too near the founda- 
tion of our liberties, and ought not to be quietly fubmitted to;, 
but we have the happineis to. know your lordlliip is virtuous;. 
cav, you faid fo yourfelf in a late fpeech : however, I fliall 
drop this matter at prefent, becaufe I prefume there will he 
more occaiioa to enter particularly into it in November 
next.. 

If a man, my Lord, writes to hurt fbciety, or to calumni^ 
ate a juft government, let him be punifhed according to law j 
but there ought to. be no reftraint laid on. writing for the good 
of the publicji or on adminiftration ; we fliould never fufFer our 
writings to come under the infpedlion of licencers, the banes of 
learning and ingenuity : in fliort, the liberty of the prefs is of 
fuch worth, that we cannot know its value unlefs we (hould be 
unfortunate enough to loofe it, then we fl^l diicover ten thou- 
fand benefits flowing from it, which now we flightly pafs over ;: 
when our pens are reftr'ained, our. tongues willfoon undergo the 
feme fate ; no more free conferences or generous confultations 
for the public good! farewell the liberty of the prefs ! farewell 
liberty itfclf, the blefled lot granted by heaven to undeferving 
mortals j nicks and tortures for the body, theconftant attend- 
ants of fuperfl:ition and bigotry will fucceed, tortures for the 
mind, with flupidity and ignorance, want and poverty, and 
all the black train of flavery, and the. dreadful iymptoms o€ 
lofl: liberty: 

The liberty, my Lord, of exprefling our thoughts on anjr 
fcbiedt, and publifliing themi to the world, is a bleffing not tof 
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"he found under defpatic government j when we feel the weight 
of oppreflion, to fet forth our grievances, and publicly make 
them inown, is an advantage which thofe who are free 
<only enjc^ ; when public affairs are badly adminiftercd, juftice 
perverted, wrong meafures purfued, and deftrudive fchemes 
projefting, loopcn the eyes of the public, warn the nation, and 
propofe remedies, are .privileges known only in a free country. 
In a kingdom, my Lord, where Uberty reigns, there innovati- 
ons in Ae ilate arc fcrutinized and confidered, it is the chief 
.comfort of a people; had it not been for this, feveral fchemes 
would have been authorized and pafled into laws, which by 
.this time would have enflaved England, had Jiot men of fpirit, 
men of intrepidity, lovers of their country, acquainted by means 
of the pre6 their fellow-fubjefts, and roufed themAo an oppo- 
sition. It is a great check, my Lord, upon minifters and judges, 
when they know their aftions are liable to public inquiry, and 
that thfy may be puniflied for unjuft proceedings. 

The liberty of the prefe, my Lord, is a jewel of ineftima- 
ble value, and ought to be defended with our lives and fortunes j 
for what will either avail, when our freedom is fwallowed up 
an the horrible gulph of arbitrary power ? and we fhould foon 
be reduced to that curfed ftate, by fuffering this prop lof 
liberty to be deftroyed j but it is to be hoped, my Lord, wc 
fliall never be bafe enough to part with it, for by that means we 
fliall moft cruelly entail on our children, yet unborn, milery and 
ilavcry. There is^ my lord, a certain -zeal which muft bft 
kept up amongft a free people, in order to keep minifters up- 
on their guards judges in awe, and the peof)le awake, or elfe wc 
ihould decline, be defpifed, and degenerate away j it was this, 
my Lord, that made the Grsecians fuch a glorious people, and 
it was the lofs of it which ruined them. 

The late minifterlal ftate farce, the flrft fceneof which lay in 
St. George's Fields^ the loth of May laft, and the laft iinifhed 
:at Guildford on Monday the 8th of Auguft, muft: aftonith the 
avholc world. Samuel Killum, my Lord^ is do imallacquifitioo 

to 
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to the minifterial tools of thde times ; how he came to miftake 
juftice for villainy is to me furprizingj for he tdls u« in his cvi- 
<km:e he fuffered a murderer to efcape, and another man was 
fecured no ways concerned in that a<ft of barbarity. It would be 
fome fatisfaftion to the nation, to know if diat was not a fcheme 
between Squire Killum and the reft of the miniftry j or elfc, 
my Lord, why was M'Cloughlan admitted to bail and folFered 
to defert the regiment be was in, when it was known he 
ihot the imfortunate Mr. Allen, without any notice being taken 
of him, or his being oncei advertifed as a defertw or a murderer. 
The people in general, my Lord, feem to think you arc in the 
ibcret, and that you endeavour to fuppoit and defend every un- 
conftitution;d meafure of the miniftry J iffo, my Lord, nothing 
i« fo likely to ruin the conftitution of this country, as when thofe 
who;adminifter jufticejoin with a corrupt and wicked adminiftra- 
tion; but your lordihip's ** *firmnefe and intrepidity,and the colour 
"♦ and condud of your life Jiave Yielded yo« from fuch arrows." 
The pompous, impertinent and infignificant evidence given 
by Samuel Killum, Efquire, upon the trial of the foldier at 
Guildford, for the murder of Mr. Allen junior, muft inevitably 
draw on him the contempt of all mankind. Did he mean to in- 
-creafe the inexprelTible pings of a father for the lofs of an' only 
fon, by fo ridiculous and impudent an evidence, as he gave up- 
on that moving and aweful occafion ; hd but a few days before 
was a culprit, a- wicked culprit at the bar of juftice, where he 
fainted through a confcioulheis of guilt, not able to fay one word 
te his own defence J buthere we find him,like a true foh of Galen, 
«nd with all the affurance of a newly acquitted murderer, 
through the chicane of law and the powerful influence of corrupt 
mmiftcrs, laughing at his own infamy, and bidding defiance to 
law and juftice, in aftile truly bombaft, for which any perfon 
but a tool of power would have been reprimanded, if iot com- 
mitted to prifon i but he trufts in our prefent virtuous miniftry 
to be fcreened from all adls of violence, injuftice and murder in 
this hfe, and expeftsin that which is to come, they will plead 
his caufe fo well that he fliall be acquitted even there; it may be 
neceffary to give him this caution, that thofe he depends on wiU 
* Sec his Lord/hip's ipcech. 
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have enough to do to plead their o\yn caufc, which like his is ' 
bad indeed. I need fay no more in order to brand to cverlafting • 
infamy, a man void of huaianity, an enemy to his country and 
mankind; but fliall here leave him, with the flings of a wounded 
conference, and felf-condcmning tortures. 

Whenever the liberty of the fubjeft is attacked^ my Lord, by 
an overbearing minifter, or by any particular fct of men, boldly 
fland forth their champion, and punifh with feverity all thofe 
who dare to invade the facred rights of a free people. Suffer not, 
my Lord, the laws to be wreftedout of your hands, while you 
are Chief Juilice of England^ and to be executed by the fword^ 
as they have lately been to thedifgraceofthcEnglirti nation and 
of a free people ;, this, myLord, has too much the appearance of 
an arbitrary government, andrefleds great difhonour on you, my 
Lordy as chief juftice, your lilence and neglect upon that occa- 
fion was in agreat meafure the caufe of £b many lives being lofl: ; 
which muil always be the cafe when fuch miniilerial villains as 
Samuel Killum are to be procured, who will readily obey all 
commands, though illegal, cruel and unjuft, of a corrupt admi- 
niflration : however, my Lord, it is to be hoped, this is the 
laft mafiacre you will fuffer in your time, repugnant to all the 
laws of a free nation* 

A judge, my Lord, ought never to be prejudiced or influx 
enced; if he is, juftice cannot be expefted becaufe judgment is 
likely to be given, as the paflions or intercll of the judge direfts, 
not as reafon and the nature of the caufedemands : a judge ought 
not to be influenced by any motive but juftice, and a defire of 
clearing the innocent, and bringing the guilty to a juft punifh- 
ment : a judge ought to have the fame impartiality for all men,, 
and to diftribute juftice with an equal hand to ftrangers, friends, 
relations and acquaintance r let Brut us^ my Lord^ be an example, 
for you, who preferred juftice and his country's good to all other 
conftderations^ and condemned his foris and punifhed them wkh 
icourging and death, for confpiring agalnft the liberty of Rome: 
the poor, my Lord, will find in a good judge the fame ufage as 
the rich and powerful ; he will favour no caufe which has not 
juftice to plead in itsbehalf ; he will examine the evidences and the 
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circumftances on each fide ; he will be coanfcllor for the poor^ 
and defend the opprefled ; he would reiign his office and poflef- 
fions, rather than pronounce judgment contrary to law and rea- 
Ion, which ought to be the rule of his conduct ; he is not. de- 
terred by threatnings nor promifes, by the fmiles nor frowns of 
his prince or the world,, from what is right ; he is fixed in his^ 
refolution of a£ling agreeable to his inftitution, and carefully 
avoids entering into meafures deliruftive to his country. A goods 
judge, my Lord, will be ready upon every occafion to ferve his- 
prince in a juft caufe with life and fortune, but would refign both 
rather than obey unjuft commands i a judge who is capable of 
being corrupted is a Icandal to his prince,, a difgracc to the nation^ 
and brings his country into difefteem and contempt; on the con- 
trary, he who prefers the glory and welfare of his country to- 
any private intereft, is an honourable monument, and a lafting 
pillar of fame. A truly great foul, my Lord,, though in the 
moft indigent circumftances, will withftand all the force and: 
charms of gaudy promifes, glitteringrewards and dazzling titles^ 
when they are offered upon conditions contrary to his country's, 
good. Such a man, my Lord, certainly enjoys a ferenity of minA 
unknown to thegreateft part of the world,, he can look back withi 
fatisfadtion, and forward with a glorious and well grounded cx- 
pedtation ; but, my Lord, a wicked judge muft, I think, be^ 
plagued in his moft flburiHilng condition, with a wounded con- 
fcience; and, when apprchenfive of appearing before ajuftCod^ 
muft be tormented with the moft horrible agonies, then the in- 
nocent, whom he hath opprefTed and thofe who fuffered by his* 
»njuft judgment appear to his guilty foul,, as fo many witnefic* 
againft hinj,. reqyuiring vengeance on his head^ 
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7^ the Right Honourable the Lords Weymouth and 
Shelburn, his Majeftys principal Secretaries of 
Statey and both of the mof Honourable Pri^y 
Council. 

My LORDS^ 

IPrefume it is neither hi^h or petty (;reafon (and I am fen- 
fible it is not a contempt of the Court of King's Bench) to 
addrefs yoar Lordfhips, as fcrvants of the public, for whofe 
good you are, from the nature of your office, bound to exert 
all your efforts, and to remedy national evils; fupinenefs, my 
Lords, in minifters of ftate, efpecially where the interefts and 
liberties of the people are attacked, is unpardonable ; and makes 
foreign princes and ftates entertain a mean opinion of us, and 
reflects highly on the good fenfe of your royal mafter our pre- 
fent mod excellent fovereign ; as it is the general opinion of 
mankind, that the firft error a prince commits is in the choice 
of his minifters. Minifters of ftate, my Lords, fhould be men 
of honeft principles, men of fortitude and prudence, men of 
affable and benevolent difpolitions, and, with all, a thorough 
knowledge of men and the world ; now, my Lords, are any of 
the prefent miniftry poflefled of one or all of thefe qualifications; 
bad minifters,. my Lords, feldom ftop at any thing, though 
ever fo atrocious, to promote their own grandeur and gratify 
their own inclinations, they will facrifice their mafter, their 
country, and the moft {acred ties, (ooner than check their am- 
bitious purfuits ; they would rather wade through the blood of 
thoufands, than have their felfifti ends difappointed ; the ruin 
of their prince, of law, and government will be light and eafy, 
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when put in ballance with their paffions ; wicked men, iry 
Lords, when in power, regard all with whom they have to do 
as t[v»r flaves and tools for promoting their own grandeur, and 
enriching themieivcb^ ^nd when com nhiincd of, they trufl: to be 
ferecned behind the throne, and boait tnac they a-e 5?bove pu- 
nifhment, and that juftice cannot reach thsm ; fuch boafling is 
too often true ; though it is much to be lami^nteJ, that men, 
"bv the dint of impudence, bribery, and villainy, (hould be 
aole to withftand die rcfentraent of an injured nation; what 
refpcft can be cxpcded from flattering fycophants, their interefl 
W'll always clafli with that of their country's, which is, that 
the laws be obeyed, that juftice prevails, and that religion be 
praflifed J but the interefts of the former, is, that the laws be 
•pen^erted, violence and luxury advanced ^ that the people, be- 
ing funk into an infenlibility, may not regard their infamous de- 
figns. It is a known maxim, my liOrds, eftablilhed in politicks, 
th^tt vrhen corrupt and wicked minifters intend to pillage a na- 
tion, they make ufe of vile and contemptible inAruments to 
get in the plunder, and allow the mifcreants a part of it ; and if 
the cry for juftice becomes univcrfal, they generally hangup their 
faithful rogues, in hopes, by this means, to ftop the peoples^ 
mouths ; for they, when provoked, are eafily appeafed, if they 
have but fuel for their rage ; nay, they fcarce feel their miferies^ 
if they believe that juftice is dene upon the authors of their 
mifery, and the hanging a few forrow rafcals,who were the work- 
ing tools of a few greater, will hufli all the tumult of their 
fpirits, and reconcile them even to wretchednefs. This expedi- 
ent, my Lords, has been generally pradifed by all wife traitors* 
and able oppreflbrs ; but when, through power or ignorance, the 
eourfe of juftice is ftopt, and the abufcd enraged, people can have 
no remedy, eitherreal or imaginary, nor one vidim to their furyj 
they will neceftarily look higher;, and who caa forefee where 
their vengeance will end. 

Juftice, my Lords, has. lately been perverted in an open and 
avowed manner ; murderers have been fcreened from the punift>- 
ment of the laws, throi^h the powerful influence of corrupt 
minifters, and the dexterous management of their venal and 
pliant tool, the moft barbarous of all murderers, Samuel 
KiUum^ Efq; what pretext, my Lords, could the miniftry 
have for fending the guards^ to the KingVBench in May laft? 
But the public have been informed in part of their rnotive for 
that unconftitutional, unjuftiEable and violent meafure ; it was, 
their dependant has told us, to kill twenty-five people. Oath 
lus been nude, my Lc^rds,. by Mr* Darby ftiire^ a man of cr«- 
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dit and reputation^ that thdr tooli Mr« KUlum^ dedaxed^ in 

the prefence of the foldiers, that he had orders from the mi- 

niftry, and that fome men muft be killed, and that they had 

•better kill five- and- twenty on that day, than one hundred the 

day following^ with a fneer, as if murder was a thing of no 

confequence : and when he was applied to for a warrant againft 

the murderers of Allen, he faid he would not grant one^ it was 

no murder, he hadorders from the miniftry ; fo 1 find, my Lords, 

whatever minifters do is right, and that if they kill people, or 

order them to be killed, it is not murder ; but if they order 

their mifcreant to difpatch me, I (hall tell them what I think 

of the matter. If Mr. Killum aftually received fuch orders 

from tbe miniftry, or, any other pcrfons in power, thofe from 

whom he received them, though protefted by power and (hel- 

tered by ^utiiority, ought to be brought from their dark re- 

ceflEes, and be made vi6tims to public vengeance i a wife and 

good king will lend a willing ear, he will hearken to the im- 

portucate cries of his people, and readily deliver up the authors 

t>f their imiery* 

It therefore, my Lords, leems highly incumbent on you, and 
the reft of the miniftry, publicly (if not guilty) to diibwn thefc 
charges brought againft you, becaufe,. till that is done, the peo- 
ple will have all the reafon in the world to believe you were the 
chief inftruments of the death of feveral of your fellow fubje^ 
But, i fear, to perfuade the worl^ to a contrary belief will be al- 
moft oat of your Lordihips power, as there are too many cir^ 
-ctynit^nces to confirm what has been advanced ; the two fol- 
lowing wiU be fufiicient to fatisfy every unprtjadiced BngUIh- 
.man i is it opt/ my Lords, unprefidented, as well as contrary to 
-,reafoo, that in a cauie, inftituted in the name of his msjefty, 
che attorocy and folicitor general, (hould f^ead againft the king, 
as was done upon the tryal of juftice KiUum ; and as fbon as 
ikc evidence for the prosecution was clofed, the jud&es got up 
one after another, the firft declares the prifoner juiiifiable in ail 
his proceedings ; the fecond, that he not only behaved jufti^- 
ably, but meritorioufly ; ar.d the third, that his condufl had 
idtitlcd bim to the univerfal approbation of his country ; as to 
the firfty I cannot iee how a man, when he a£is contraiy to the 
laws of his country, can be ikid to be juilified i as to the fecond, 
1 am at ^ loft to know what merit there is in killing or ordering 
to be kilkd a few unarmed people not in a condition to de- 
fend thcinlelves;. 1 am &nfiblc neither of thefc declarations 
will be regarded i, and as to the third,, iniiead of the universal 
i4>p{ob^ion of bis coimtry, be defcrves^ju&ly the tmiverial detef- 
IkioE of Im couatfy } aad diat I believe he enjoys ; befides, as 
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^befc were not points of law, the judges had no right to inter- 
fere, 1)ccaufe it might influence the jury. 

• Another cirormftaiice, my Lords, whidi gives the public too 
much rcafon to believe what has been advanced is true, and 
which muft aftoniih almoft every man, I mean the public ex* 

From the Secretary at War, lent to the 
f the ccnduft of the foldiers employed 
St. George's Fields, on the loth df 
I enough to fay, it was an unconftitu* 
ry and arbitrary power, and is highly 
n of a Britifh parliament; and thofe 
lend fuch proceedings, againft a free 
law, for inciting to aftions which are 
frroy the community. The Houfe of 
k with a jealous eye upon the pre- 
of the military power in this king- 
1 is an increafe of power to the crown, 
and confequently muft leiTen the intereft of the people, and 
the authority of their reprefentatives. It may be thought, 
my Lords, by fome dependant fycophants that I am bold ; 
I think the honour and welfare of our country calls on 
every one to be fo ; its true moft people in England are free- 
thinkers in politics, yet many are intimidated,* and dare not 
e;xprefs their fentiments ; the courts of Jujlice^ as they are term^ 
cd, are as terrible to them as Aquifitions ; but I have lefs timid 
notions about courts of judicature and parliaments ; minifters otf" 
political and judicial affairs, I confider as fervants of the 
public; no one can have a greater veneration forjuftice, nor a 
'greater indignation at injuftiee than myfelf ; when a judge is 
'Capable of being influenced, by any thing but law and^jaftice, 
^it fhocks me to think that good laws fliould be in fuch hands ; 
'and the infamous charafter of a Jefferies fills my mind with the 
;rrtoft deftruiftiye -apprehenfions. I have the greateft refpeft for 
judges and miiiifters, but cannot think they are infallible, nor 
facred. 

Minifters of ftate, my Lords, Should aft according to dif- 
ferent times, and the exigencies of affairs ; find out the na- 
ture of the people, and aft agreeable thereto ; -and •wha:tevcr 
fchemes or meafures they propofe, let them be confiftent with 
the temper of the nation and the laws of their country, en- 
deavour to find out the fituation and circumftances of things, 
always having their country's advantage in view. Hiftory, 
my Lords, both ancient and modern, will afford them many 
examples from which they may draw maxima /or their own 
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condu£l> they will there fee the rife and fall of nations, princes, 
and minifters, the means by which fmall ftatcs have arrived to 
great power and wealth, and thofe which have rufhed into 
ruin ; there they may fee the fate of wicked minifters, and 
read their characters in a juft light, take warning by them, 
and avoid the rocks upon which they fplit. Good minifters, 
mv Lords, will always endeavour to gain the love of the peo- 
ple, whicn is the bcft fecurity, the beft defence they can have j 
and the peoples hatred their greatelt curfe ; for I am apt to 
think they feldom hate but when they have reafon, when they 
are oppreflcd by a wicked adminiftration ; and when that is the 
cafe, it is a pity their hatred (hould ceafe till the caule of it 
prove a vidtim to their refentment* The voice of the people 
will have great weight with good minifters. Fortitude and 
prudence ought to be infeparable in minifters ; men. of fortiT 
tudc are conftant and fixed, they are refolute in purfuing th? 
interefts and the glory of their country ; when minifters enjoy 
thefe qualifications jointly, they aft with judgment and reafon, 
and will not fit quietly to feie their country impoftd on and 
ruined, nor infulted by others. Cicero beautifully defcribes a 
man of fortitude, ** It is, fays he, the character of a brave and 
refolute man, not to be difconcerted at the rubs of fortune, nor 
to loofe the fuperiority of his ft^irit upon any confufion in his 
affairs, but to have a prefence or mind, and readinefs of thought, 
without being driven from his purpofe/' This belongs to wif- 
dom, but it difcovers the greatnefs of genius to anticipate what 
may happen by laying one's account with it ; to lay out the plan 
both of good and bad events a little before their time ; and never 
do ought that fhall make you fay, I did not think of it, fuch 
are the qualities of a great and exalted foul, \vho is felf-pof- 
feflcd of prudence and wifdom. But precipitately to plunge 
into a conflid, and to fight at clofe quarter with an enemy, has 
fomewhat in it that is barbarous and brutifh ; but when time 
and opportunity calls upon you, then it is that you ought to 
engage, to prefer death to flavery and infamy. Another very 
neceilary thing, my Lords, in minifters of ftate, is affability,, 
(of which your Lordft)ips have little) becaufe, when they are 
proud, morofe, ;and ill-natured, they are generally hated, and 
that they muft exped: in a free country* 

This nation, my Lords, has fufFeredmuch in the courfe of a 
few years, by wicked minifters, who now wallow in the plunder 
of their country. I have before my eyes a wife and beneficent 
prince, a virtuous and fpirited parliament, an ai/e and ^^«- 
terefied miniftry^ all contending for the wealth, the glory, and 
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the liberty of their country : and I have likewife before my 
eyes a brave and free people, paffiqtiate for Liberty, and haters 
of Chains, deluded and drained of their money, and abufed be- 
yond cxpreffion by a fet of venal rafcals ; v^here therefore we 
have fo nnariy good dilpofitions and lo much capacity on one fid^ 
to help us, fuch loud and melancholy calls for that help on an- 
other, and fuch open, fuch execrable, fuch. public crimes from 
a third quarter, we may hope every tiling from the (ptcdy 
meeting of the king and parliament i they are our protcd-^rs^ 
and it is to be hoped do not bear the fwordiji vain. I ddlibt 
not but many fchemes will be laid bef.re theip^ fome designed 
for a fource of new villan'es, and to prevent enquiries into old 
ones J but thefe it is not doubted w^ll l>e treated with the con- 
tempt they deferve ; and the authors of them, as well as of all 
our mifer'es, hanged ; for 1 would devifc no new deatk fbt* 
thc»>^ hut banged fpcedily... 
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ANother thmg which kings, by all m^fts, fhotdd^godrd 
againft, is flatterers. Flattery has ruined many 
princes ; nothing can ftew a greater Weikncfe, nor 
make a man more contemptible, than ta liften to th^ folfortie 
praifes of mercenary v^retches, aftd delrgbt in the Vak appkuffes 
of men; and fuch, that if forftifiC watsto foiCaice him, woukl be 
the firft to lea\'e and defpife him. Thcfe iycOphants arc indiffbr- 
ent what evil they produce, or what mifchicf they create j to 
gratify their paflions, to increafe their edate8> to raiie their 
titles, and advance their grandeur, they would fend tbeif prince 
to helL Therd cannot be fo great a misfortune, as that com- 
mon one which attends princes, I naetfn their being deprived of 
knowing the truth ; thofe who are neuf their peritms ar« always 
careful to conceal what is true, and to impofc on tbe« wha* is 
falfe J their moft loyal and faithful firf^fts ate ijeprtffeafed to 
them by their courtiers as faftious, ili€nwha arfediftffeded to che 
government, and unworthy citizens 5 when their only reafon 
for this calumny is, that thiry oppofe wicked minifterial 
fchemes, as our prefent gteat Patriot has done, which tended 
to the deftruftion of this free country, aftd confeqtiebtly to the 
ruin of his majefty. If kings were aH men. of ifikegrity and 
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underftanding, how much would they value and eftecm the 
honeft part of their fubjefts ; but the misfortune is, they are 
ignorant of their good defigns, and thofe whom they think 
faithful to them, deceive them every hour, and prevent honeft 
men 'from approaching them ; which clearly proves how ne- 
ceflary it is for kings to examine ^nd look inta their affairs 
themfelves, and not to be led by the nofe and tutored by their 
minifters ; it is beneath the character of princes^ it is incon- 
fiftent with their ftation, and the truft repufed in them ; they 
ought to govern, and not to be governed by any fa£tion or fet 
of men, as the dupes of flaves, of parafttes, and peftilent flat- 
terers, who make it their bulinefs to extol every thing which 
princes do : nay,, fometimes they will be abfurd enough to 
oflFcr imn:>ortality to their prince^ and almoft perfuade him 
that he is fome deity^ that he is the oflTspriog of heaven, and far 
above human Jcind* 

Canute^s behaviour to thefe fort of wretches is remarkable ; 
he dcfired his courtiers to attend him to the fea fide, at a time 
when the ti4e was coming in, and, placing himfelf in a 
chair of ftate^ he commanded, in their prefence, the water 
to approach no further, and forbid it to touch him, whom 
his coijrtiers pretended was its mafter; however, the fea 
advanced, not minding Canute's prohibition, and foon wet 
his feet, and proceeding by degrees till it came to his thighs ;. 
upon which he arofe, and from that prefently convinced his 
flatterers of their folly and bafe adulation ; it isa pit^ but he had 
commanded thofe minions to have remained on the fands, as a 
warning to future fycophants. No wife prince will fuffer him- 
felf to be flattered, becaufe flattery is always the fruit of falfity : 
it is furprifing to think a prince can fuffer fuch wretches to prey 
upon him, to aggrandize themfelves and creatures, to poflcfs the 
liigheft flatiorts in the nation, and all this by abufing and im- 
pofing on him, by hiding from him what he ought to know> 
and filling his ears with falfities inftead of truth : is it not afto- 
nifhing to think a prince can bear fuch ufage from the vileft of 
the creation ; by this means he is led into a perfuaflouj that all 
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hit mcafures of oppreflion, all. his ads of frenzy and rage, ^rc 
juft mcafures of government, that forced praife is real affe<5liont 
and that he is popular when he is abhorred : a prince fhpuli 
examine what fort of men thefe are who praife him, whether 
men of virtue and honour, lovers of truth and lovers of their 
country; or whether they are thofe unlimited fycophants, whofc 
rule it is to extol at random all the adions and fayings of 
princes, worthy and unworthy. 

Another thing which a king fhould he careful to avoid, that 
Is, overloading his people with taxes : if neceflity friould require 
it, he has a fore and certain nefource, if he has at other times 
'been frugal, he may then depend on the purfes of his fubje£ls, 
which is more fubftantial than all the loads and ta-xes that the 
mind of man can invent: a king who drains hispeople in time of 
peace, when there (hould be the leaft expcnce, will find himfelf 
in a miferahle condition when he is attacked by his enemies, and 
an army is to be maintained, extraordinary charges hourly flow 
in. Atfacha jundure his affairs will go very ill, nay perhaps 
•deftrudion to himfelf and his dominions will be the confequence 
x^fhisformcr mcafures: ifprinces were to confider this, they cer- 
tainly would notbefolavifh as they generally arc: thereUhardlyany 
prince in Europe, whoTc revenue is not far greater than h necefla- 
ry, even to keep a more magnificent Court than he does, what then 
is done with theovcrplus? minions, parafites, and fycophan^s, bafe 
flatterers and betrayers of their <:ountry, devour it^ when the 
public has fpent its trcafurc upon its enemies, nay its worft ene-» 
mies^ upon minions, who, to fave it from total deftruftion, 
would not return one fhilling, yet the people muft fublift. But 
there is hardly any people, if they can help it, will give up theif 
fubftance to maintain a prince who has no compaflion on them, 
and wbo has wantonly brought them to poverty and want. A 
prince has not any right to one farthing of the people's money, 
more than is to be employed for their intereft and credit : 
and it caimot certainly be for the people's intereft or credit that 
large fums be naade ufe of in corrupting and feducing thofe who 
ar^ aeither tainted nor ihal^enj in continuing and fupportin^ 
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thofe who are, and in deftroying thofe who neither are nor will 
tc corrupted 5 in ihort, in purchafiftg infamy abroad and de- 
ilrudUon at home. It is not a pompous court, a vain and nu- 
inerous nobility, or a lavifh and corrupt adminiftration, that 
will procure a nation refpecft and glory from abroad j it is the 
<>t)pofite qualities that mull: attain thefe ends. 

Another very necefTary thing in aprince is tQaencoiirage hismj- 
niftcrs to reprefent to him things as they are, to acquaint him of 
the people's diftrefles, aifo toinformhimof the!r particular com- 
plaints ^ notwithftanding a prince may be very penetrating and 
diligent, jet it is not poflible for him to know all that is necef- 
iary for him to know, -nor is it poflible for him to manage the 
nation's affairs, without minifters to aft under him, and who 
may inform him of what is neceflary to be done ; the moft wor- 
thy are thofe who Cell the truth without deceiving him ; under 
an arbitrary government it is difficult to find fuch men, every 
one being for his o\vn intereft, having no liberty or property, 
that is, certain property to defend^ therefore is for being the 
moft powerful and arbitrary Have. A prince in a free country 
has a great advantage in chufing his minifters ; for if his inten- 
tions are good, and he means to maintain the conftitotion and 
laws, he will of courfc appoint men of integrity and ability, 
and this he may do without any great abilities of his own ; he 
* need only attend to the unbiaffed humour and opinion of the 

people and he cinnot eafily be deceived. By this means he 
may avoid the trouble and uneaiinefs of procuring a corrupt 
majority to grant him exorbitant fums; he may avoid the odi- 
um of being thought the author x:)f grievous and hurtful impofi- 
tions4 

if a king of Great Britain fhould afcend the throne and know- 
ing the nation to be great iy in debt, and that the people defire it 
may be difcharged as ^foon as poflible, that a numerous army is 
what they deleft, that the liberty of the prefs is their darling 
paflion ; if after knowing thefe truths, he is told that the fcene 
is changed, that the debts are no burden on the people^ that they 

now 
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now believe an army ncceflary, and that the prefs ought to be 
reftrained ; a man of ienic mult certainly be furprized at thefe 
things, will miftruft and endeavour to inform himfelf of them, 
and the fame conduft he will obferve even when minifterial • 
do£lrincs do not bear fuch a contradidion : a prince ought to be 
well furniflied with thofe leading truths or firft principles, be- 
fore he comes to govern, at which time he may praftice what 
he has learnt. A prince, ignorant of his duty, is likely to acquit 
himfelf but very indifferently, and inftead of governing ought to 
be governed, inftead of being a leader ought to be led ; under 
fuch a king the nation is in danger of being ruined; but to avoid 
this he mufc rely on his people's advice and council, and take 
into his fervice men whom they (hall point out, and fuch as 
A?vill let him knovv the truth : and. in all free governments it 
^^?vould be very beneficial, if princes were to rely on their 
p>caple, and follow their dilates. Queen Elizabeth knew 
drills truthr, and proved it during the whole courfe of a long and 
glorious reign j dangers vanifhed before her, and the deiigns 
«3f the mdft powerful kingdoms in Europe were brought 
-to nothing; by making her own intereft and that of her 
j)eople the fame, by trufting to their judgment, and being 
guided by their good, which (he always had in view, and by 
tihat her reign is the moft illuftrious our'hiftory affords. If 
^ver (he was mifguided by her minifters, and aded contrary to 
lier people's intereft, by having things mifreprefented, and 
the truth hid from her, {he was always ready to reftify it, and 
acknowledged her being in the wrong. In a ipeech to the 
Commons, I owe you ((he faid) my bed thanks and acknow- 
ledo-ments for your refpeft towards me, not only for your good 
inclinations, but thofe clear and public expreflions thereof, 
which have difcovered themfelves in retrieving me from a 
midake, into which I have been betrayed, not fo much by the 
* faults of my will, as the error of my judgement. This had 
unavoidably drawn a blerpifh upon me, who account the fafety 
of my people my chief happinefs. Thefe are fentimenta 
worthy of a prince, though it is fometimes dangerous to (hew 
wicked or ignorant princes their errors ; they cannot bear to 
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hear of their failings, they want to appe^ infallible >' but thii 
ought not to dffcouragc good minifters, far lefs the pcoplt* 

Another thing very neceflary in a prince is to be eareful of 
keeping WjS word ; a falfc prince will find himfelf in a itiifcraHe 
condition indeed ! his fair promifes will not avail, mankind will 
not truft him beyond what they can call him to an account for. 
This many have experienced. John might have reigned glo- 
rioufly and happy, if he had had honour enough to have kept 
his word j he frequently promifed, but as frequently broke 
hi^ promife^ by which he fpent his life in trouble, broils, 
and vexation, and at laft loft it in defending his fal^hood. 
ChaHes the firft would never have fallen as be did, bod he, as 
he promifed, aded according to the priiiciples of the conftitu- 
tution. Jimes the Second came to the croWn \tith fair pro- 
mifes in his mouth, but with a fixt detl^rmination in hit mind 
of deftroyifig the liberties, laws, and religion of the ktng-t 
dom : what an infamoua character is due; for a prince* 
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TO av^kl 4hy fufpicions, I here openly profefs to bex)f 
no party, whom I find do not cfpoufe the true interejfts 
©f Great Britain, which it fhall be. my care to promote as far 

. as I am able ; no other motive or confideration whatever would 
have led me to oflFer my thoughts to the public concemihg our 
-prefent affairs, but the apparent dangers with which I think 
the kingdom is threatened at this unhappy jundlure. Storms look 
black upon us from abroad, bad men at home have, in part, 
undermined our conftitution j and it is much to be feared, that 
there are many in this kingdom, who, to have power, would 
give up every thing that is dear and valuable to Englifhmen, 
againft fuch thefe papers have been and will be direded, under 
what banner foever they may pfetend to be lifted; and my beft 
endeavours ftiall be exerted tp fet the conftitution of this realm 
in its true light ; though I plamly forefee I ftiall draw upon my- 

'^felf anger and hatred from the fervile crew, by ufing that free- 
dom which becomes an Engliihman; but as my good intenti- 
ons and integrity have hitherto borne me out, fo I hope they 

'>'ill continue to protcft mc. 
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To begin with what comes moft in my viewy and is of the 
moft confequence: the very foundation of our liberties has 
been ft ruck at in a moft open and avowed manner, the moft 
glaring and audacious attempts have been made to bribe and 
corrupt the Boroughs irv their eledtionof members for the pre- 
fent parliament: ivay it is faid that (everal perfons^ entire flran-- 
gers in the countries to which they went, made a rapid progrefs- 
throughout England, endeavouring^ t^ large fums of money, to- 
get themfclves elefled into parliament ; for many Boroughs there 
was a ftatcd. price. It is well known attempts have been always- 
made to corrupt here and there one, but the cry never was fo- 
univerfe! as at this tin>e;r it comes from? Eaft,. Wefl^ North and 
South. 

If thefc things, which are now fa tomily talked of^ (iwid 
which there is too much reafonr to believe) £hould he made ap- 
pear, wc fhall hare a moft deBghtful profpeft before our eyes t 
tkcfe are the haprpy cffcfts of an atle and diJtntir^/M mimftry i. 
which way focver we look we can fee nothing bwt calanwtie* 
and nptt> til oceafibned by the pernicious coQiicits and weak ma- 
nigement of thofe who of kte years have obtruded their tm?- 
ikUfut heada into the adiiuoiftratk)n of public affaiira. It \^ 
true^ tbefe authors of ouf present misfortunes did at length 
thinjl^ it decent to retieat^ but left us in a moftr terrible fitnati- 
on wheo they pretended ta quit the ft;age of public bofioefs ^ 
when they retired, loaden with the fpoils of their country, they 
left m divided among one another^ chiefly through their art$,. 
cxhaufted of our treafure, and Qverwhelmed with debts f ia 
.flntitr th^y ^^^% ^^ ^ ^^^ ^ miferable condition^ that they knew 
Vmft brin^ di^tilties almoft infupportable upon aay future 
miniftry* 

The prodigious inereafe of power and ftrength, which the late 
ipfamous peace hath given to France^ muft alarm England ; we 

may 
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may therefore imagiae fome certain perfbns arguing thus, among 
themfelves, while this treaty was in embrio. No new fet of 
men can be found of fortune, parts or figure, that will come in 
upon the terms of j unifying fuch a mcafure; but we whoadvifc 
it, will maintain it, and we have given fufficient proofs that 
there are nr> lengths we are not v/illing to go ; we make no 
difference between land armies and fleets 5 'tis known we care 
not what taxes are raifod, nor by what ways and means ; if we 
can invole our mafler in this difficulty, we fecure ourfelves for; 
ever, the field is our own, and no others will dare to take in 
kand the adminillration of aSalrs. Upon thcfe, or the like 
Gonfidcrations,it is prefumed they advifed and brought about the 
late fliameful peace, and the entire approbation of the laft venal 
and flavifli parliament was cafily obtained by bribery and vil- 
lainy : and as foon as this was made Jcnown, they cried it up 
among that obfequious herd, whom they had long accuftomed 
to applaud whatever they did, as glorious and honourable j 
tV.efe they perfuaded to approve of a meafure that plainly put an 
afpiring monarchy into a better condition than before the war, 
R) enflave all Europe, by giving up all our moft valuable con- 
qucfts, and leaving the kingdom one hundred and fifty mil- 
lions in debt 5 a great part of which might have been dif- 
charged, if we had had able and honed negociators in that great 
work. When ill meafures are purfued, who have Englifhmen 
to accufe but thofe who were in the adminiftration. Our con- 
ftitution allows us to look no further than upon the minifterial 
part of government, who are to be accountable for what is done 
amifs. By our laws the crown defends none but the facred 
heads that wear it y no man in this country can plead fupcrior 
commands, obedience to the prince, dircftions or orders in any 
funaion of his office, by which the (late is prejudiced. We. 
can look upon none but thofe who fat in council, and wereip 
the cabinet while that infiunous treaty wis traofaded ; it i* 

they 



Digitized by 



Google 



106 THE EXTRAORDINARY [iNTo.XVHL 

tb^ who fhouU fktkfy for the reputation we have loft^ bf 
dieir harkig beea fa fhomefully made the tools of the FrcRch 
miwAry, hy which thcj wrought their cnd^u And if an^ mii^ 
chief happens to Europe, 'tis ihey^ who were the aathors, tnu/l 
and ought to anfwer for ic. But, to fdm up their ill condudt^ 
their corruptfons make them love dark and fecret councils^ iuch 
as in a ffeort time, will produce ^he tnoA difmal cfftQsi war 
and devaftation muft inevitably be the confequence : thofe who 
h«re ^ny tendernefs and compaflion will never be able to be- 
hold the calamities which a new war muft bring upon their 
country, plunged already, into fuch immenfe 4iebts ; at leaft it 
is not to be imagined they will be ihftrumcotal in devifing new 
p«ye<as, irapofing more taxes, and laying frcfli hurdens on the 
people ) it isf mere prokible tliat good mem wiH retire, ^nd not 
be willing to engage in the harfh bufinefs that muft of ncceffi- 
iy be performed, when once the drum begins t© bea t* Their 
ear^ can never endwe the cries of the poor, for want ^ trade 
and work > they cannot augment ©r forgo fears .to procure large 
aids ; they cannot drill the people on with falfe hopG$ to mjakc 
theafrair go the eaficr; they cannot ncgiei^ all care for .the i'u<. 
ture; they wiU tremble to aikfer and be a^amed to confent to 
iums, which others may think abfolutely netful. In ftiort; 
good tdc^n are not endowed with the intrepidity in dangerous 
CQuncibj with the dexterity in deceiving, with the impudence 
ia aikmg, with the pliant and fupple temper of coafenting^ 
with the front in jtaftifying-ialfc ftops, aor with many other aru 
of which ibme of our mintfters have made ^pen [vrofefHoQ, 
TWa wilU In all probability, foon he the cafe^ and thofe upon 
whofe abilitiei, wifdom, add integrity, the nation relies jmoft^ 
will not be brcmght cafily to meddle in affairs at adme which 
HI like to prove fo full of trouble j it then foUaws, that the ad- 
«niniftratk«> nofuft again fall into their hands, whom long cuftom 
has hardened to oj^^ftfs the poofie with taxe§^ «^hoic condu^ 
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of ]Utc years has bcci^ fo dcftrufliirc, and have already involved 

us in difficulties, through which it will be almoft impoflible tb 

wade. It is the fear of fuch, and not the dread of foreign arms 

that nwke fome men doubtful what councils to embrace. Eng- 

lifhmen can never be in fear of engaging with a people they 

have for ages been ufed to conquer ; if we enpertain any fears, 

it is of that itt of men, who fo long have ftoodin battle array 

againft the conftitution of this kingdom, wha fo boldly have 

ju/lified all forts of corruption and mifgovernment ; let ii«be 

careful not to fall into the fame hands; let us be fure the money 

w^ are to raafj is to defend the kingdom, and not to enrich them; 

let us be certain the wars we make are to ereft trophies to our 

own honour, and not to build up their families ; and there will 

be found but few people wiwilling to enter upon meafures that 

fhall bethought ncceflary in this junftufe, to keep the power of 

France within due limits^* With fuch management and fuch 

a fet of men, this kingdom will have little to fpar ; bat m a na* 

tion fo induftriouily corrupted as ours has been, and where vice 

has got fuch a head, and at a time when we are threatened with fo 

many ftorms, it is to be feared, for the reafons already mentioned, 

the beft and ablcft heads will defert the fervice of the public. 

If (b, we (hall foon fee the laft finifliing ftroke towards the ruin 

of this country. 

A good adminiihakkm wiU be folkyvred with ocfaer goo^ 

if it be objefted that we are a divided nation, and donfcquentfy 
not capable of any great aftion, I anfwer thefe divifions will 
immediately ceaft, when it is clear the bcft and ableft men only 
are made uie of; but factions will continue if an' unioa is made 
between the worft perfons that are got ta be confiderable in ei- 
ther of the two contending parties* 

To be ftrong abroad, we muff hare a fteady and irreproachable 
government at home, which cannot be ib long as thofe perfons 

remain^ 
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tvip^ain unqueftioned ahd unpunifhed, who have been the chief 
authors of thofe councils, under the bad effedts of which we now 
labour* Can a citadel be fafe,. that has enemies lurking within 
its principal holds; can foreig^n ftates rely upon a people wh? 
Ihcw fuch weaknefs and negligence in matters of government,; 
and we have too much, reaibn to fear things will remain as they 
now do : bad men know what a rich harveft a troubled ftate has 
yielded, in all ages^ to mioifters who are refolved to be cod* 
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TH E love of libcrry, fo natural to mankinc], hath not 
perhaps diftinguifted itfclf more among any fet of 
people, than among the Englifli. The prefervation of the confli- 
tution of this nation hath appeared fo dear, fo valuable, and pre- 
cious to the fubjedts, that when we confiderthe many hard ftrug- 
gles, (harp encounters, and glorious rcfiftances made under tyran- 
nical and powerful oppreflion, we cannot forbear to wonder at 
the fortitude which hath hitherto infpired the fouls of Englifli- 
men. Britons were free according to the earlieft accounts of 
them, and as fiir as I can learn the people always had a fhare in 
the government. Liberty did not forfake the land during the 
dominion of the Saxons; on the contrary, it advanced and 
gained ground; the fame happened under the Danes : and William 
the Firft folemnly fwore to obferve'the laws of Edward the 
Ccnfeflbr, and preferve the rights of the people; as did alfo 
his fuccefilrs, even of the Norman race: but the conftitution of 
England was not arrived to fuch perfedion as it is at prefent; to 
this cpin'on I cannot aflcnt, though I differ very much from 
thofc, v/ho affert that our freedom is of a recent date, and deny 
to the commons a fliare in the legiflative power, till a confidera- 
ble tine after the Norman aera : tliis I could eafiJy diiprove, was 

I to 
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I to enter into the field of Antiquity ; and from hiflory, as well 
as records^ fhew that the commons had a (hare in the legiflature 
long before the time of William the Firft ; but this being already 
handled by feveral judiGiotts authors, Ifliall not enter into it; 
yet I cannot help mentioning fome particulars. Upon the day 
of the coronation of William the Firft, iht archbifhop of York 
harangued the Englifli in an elegant fpeech, and asked them 
whithei? they were willing he fhould be crowned, to which they 
all unanimoufly confented, (upon his declaring he would confirm 
the laws of St. Edward) as if heaven had infpired them with one 
heart and one tongue. William the Firfl, though called.the con- 
queror, did not claim the right of conqueft ; the crown being 
bffefed tohirti by the city of London; he defifed lime to confider 
On ah aftkir of fuch impprtatice, and to advife with hi^ friends i 
tht reftilt of which advice v^-as, his acceptance of the crown from 
the peoplb, by which he acknowledged in them a right of elec- 
tion, aftd 4t his coronation fwore he would proted the x:hurch 
ind tltrgy, govern his people according to equity, and ordaia 
juft and wholefome laws. In his charter it i^ enaded^ that the 
laws of St. Edward fhall be obeyed in all things, together with 
thofe added to tliem for the advtotage of the Engliih^ yet it is 
vet-y Well known, notwithftandifig thefe fine promifes,lie govern- 
ed tyrannically, and ufed the Englifh ill. His fecond fon and 
fiiCcelfot governed no better 4 though he was obliged to promife 
he would ; but wheh he was fcatfed on the throne, he forgot his 
ciompaft, and reigned like a tyrant. Henry the Firft found him- 
felf obliged to renew the like promifcs, to gain his eledion ; and 
indeed he reformed feveral abufes that prevailed, putting to death 
fotht of the ifebft notorious oppreflbrs of the people, and impri- 
ibniftg others j he alfo aboliflied the, curfew bell, and by a charter 
conSrmed and teftoted the laws of ^ing Edward, and found him- 
ifeif uh'dei: 4 Heceffity of redreffifig ftiatiy grievances. Stephen was 

likewife 
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likewifc fenfible he could not get the crown without making 
large concefEons to the people; both the ecclefiaftics and laity 
fwore allegiance to him, with this provifo, fo long as he kept his 
oafh. His charter begins thus, I Stephen, by the grace of God, 
xhofen, eleftcd with the confent of the clergy and people, king of 
England. All this plainly evinces, that the people had a iharc 
•in the government, even in thofe days, and were not in fuch 
Egyptian bondage, as fome men (for reafons beft known to them- 
felvcs) give out. Henry the Second, and Richard the Firft, ac- 
cording to cuftom, took the oath when they acceded to the 
crown. 

King John, it is well known, pall a wretched, Mid an anxi- 
ous life, for violating the conftitution, and endeavouring to ren- 
der himfelf abfolute ; but all his endeavours proved vain, and 
inftcad of producing flavery, produced the great charter of liber- 
ties, which may be caHed the chief corner ftone of our prefcnt con- 
ilitution. He was alfoobligedtogrant another charter, relating 
to foref^, called Charter <k Forefta. Many intolerable oppref- 
iions had crept in, and prevailed to the great vexation of the 
whole nation ; it was very reafonable to redrefs thefe abufes, and 
reduce the foreft law« within proper bounds, which by this char- 
ter was in a great meafure effefted ; and it is a pity they ever got 
n head again, as they have done^ When Henry the Third Suc- 
ceeded John, he was but Ten years of age, and had many ene- 
mies 5 but by the prudence and loyaky of theearl of Pembroke, he 
was admitted to the throne, and crowned. The earl was made 
regent; and no man <:ould be better qualified for thatpoft; he 
had great capacity and great .virtue j iiis chief aim feems to have 
been, to make both king and p?ople happy j he twice iflued out 
ilrifl orders through the whole kingdom to proper officers, to 
caufe the<:harters of king John to. be obferyed ; and had he lived, 
there woiJd not probably,, on that account, been fuch an e^ufioa 
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of blood and trcafure, as afterwards happened. This excellent 
|>ttriat died in 12 19* but was Succeeded by a fet of men of quite 
di^eift priocipks * Magna Charta was an eye ibre to them ^ they 
ileg^eSed k ; and by their arbitrary proceedings laid the founda- 
tion of future miferies; loudly was the obfervance of the great 
charters called for by the people, but they wcr^ neither wife nor 
irooeft enough to comply with fo juft a demand j and when the 
Icing himfc^ came of age, he (hewed as little inclination to ob- 
fcrve them as his minifters. He often renewed them, but it wat 
with a Tiew only to get money or ferve a turn^ hence arofe fedi- 
tions, confpiracies, rebellions^ and civil wars, the conftant con- 
^comitaats in Bj[^land of abfolute wicked meafures ; from tliis 
time we often find^ in Englifli hiitory^ anany both violent and 
Artful attempts; but they have all proved abortivte> and all the 
endBavom^ of men or devils^ have .not been able -to make us flaves. 

HeDiy, fo violating the conftitution, was threatened with the 
tleftaoa of another king, and was obliged, before he could get 
fuj^ies, fcdbemnly to promife he would obferve the charters and 
redrefi grievances ^ however, he did not long kee|> his Word, and 
confeqoently new trouUes enlued. 

Edward the Firft, fucceflor to Henry the Third, is looked «pon 
as the great founder of our pre&nt conftitution; but this does not 
feem probable, for he did not make any great or at leaft any ef- 
fentid alteration. St is true, in his reign, the lords and commons 
&t in different houfes^ and it was mzGkcd^ that no taxihould be 
levied without the confent of parliament; but it could not be done 
before diis ^ without a breach of the conftitution; therefore it 
only confirmed dthe peoples rights^ JEdward was a wife prince^ 
tnd found diatit was impoiSble for him 4to perform any great ex- 
ploits without his peoples afib£^ion, and was therefore ready upon 
every Oocafion to confirm their liberties, and agree to wholefome 
Itws ; and its true that the jB^vernmcttt» ia>uk the time of William 
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the Firft to Edward the Firft, had nt)t approaclicd fo near its 
Saxon form as it did in this princes reign; Magna Chartahad been 
too much ncgleaed by Henry the Third ; and the rights of the 
nation had been infringed for many }'ears before* it wcMild be 
too tedious to lead my readers through all the varieties of the 
prerogatives of the crown, the rights of the nobility, and privi- 
leges of the commons, as they happened from this king down to 
the revolution; let it fuffice to fay, the fundamental conftitution 
continued in fpite of all the arts of wicked men. One ;ikeration 
indeed happened greatly to the advantage of the commons; which 
Avas the fcatute of alienations; and it is owing to this, and other 
a<ftfi in Henry the Seventh's time, that the Commons have been 
in fo flourilhing a condition for thefe two hundred and thirty years: 
'but before as well as after this period, the law was reckoned to 
be the rule of government, and when any princes, under pretence 
of prerogative, a£led contrary to the laws^ they broke the coa*- 
ftitution, wliich ended fometimes with the lofs of dieir crown» 
and lives; and from the tenor of all hiftory it appears we have al- 
ways been a people, who could not bear to be governed by the 
arbitrary will of one or a few, but alwaj'S ftruggled to be governed 
according to law ; and if ever we are made flaves, I am perfuaded 
it will be by law, by our own meafures, under the fbadow of an- 
cient forms ; i. e. by parliament ^''and then wc (hall be legal flaves, 
<and tlrcre is too much reafon to believe the time is not far diftan* . 
from the prefent appearance of things) and I am afraid we (h^li be* 
ftnCble, when it is too 4ate, that of all kinds of flavery, tfeat 
^tablifhcd by law is the moft grievous and oppreffive, efpecially 
to thofc who have any rcmaiiss of a fpirit of liberty. As yet w^ 
^re free; how long we (hall be fo, I cannot anfwer ; but fincercly 
wifh that when liberty periihes, we may peri/h with it. By Ma- 
3ebridge, Chap, ift, it is enadcd, that as well the greatcft as the 
fmalleft fliould have and receive juftice in the kings courts, com- 
mon 
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ftnon right (hall be done to all, as well to poor as to rich, with- 
out regard to any. By ftatute Edward III. no command, either 
by the great feal or privy feal, to diffurb or delay common right, 
ihall avail with the juftices to forbear to do right in any point. 

It was King James the Second's great misfortune, that he could 
not govern accordinr to law; he had a notion that it was a dimi- ^ 
nution of his honour; therefore this unh;ippy prince could not 
make himfelf eafy without an abfolute' power over his fubjefts 
minds and bodies, by which he drew on himfelf a load of troubles, 
andatlaft loft his crown. It is, however, certain he had ma- 
ny princely qualities, fome excellently well adapted to govern a 
people, whofe wealth and power, depended on commerce and g 
good navy j but the bad ufe he made x)f them deprived himfelf 
and the nation of their good effc£ls ; he drove things fo far tliat 
it became abfolutely neceflary to call in the prince of Orange, by 
whofe affiftance the government was re-eftabllfhed on a lawful 
footing. Edward the Second and Richard the Second, were de- 
pofed for breaking through the laws, and endeavouring to opprefs 
and enflavc the people. 

From thefe, as well as from feveral other parts of Englifli hif- 
tory, this important lefTen may be learned, that princes who govern 
Engliftimen, muft remember that the good of the people is the 
end of government ; how far the good of the people has been per- 
fued in a certain reign, I leave the world to determine ; and whe- 
ther there has not been feveral cruel and oppreflive adls counte- 
nanced and defended fince the reign of James the fecond ; whether 
there has not been more than one chief juftice Jefferies, and whe- 
ther our liberties have not been in great danger fince the laft men- 
tioned reign. 
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Nothing can add more to the credit arid advantage of a 
Britifli miniftry, than in time of peace, to be careful and 
afliduous in paying off fuch debts as have been unavoidably con- 
trafled, in the courfc of a vear, both long and expenfive; this too 
ought to be the firft objeft of the Houfe of Commons, and to 
maintain and promote public credit : this is eafy to be done^ by 
. obliging individuals to perform their contrafts and promifes, by 
iolemnly keeping their own public engagements, by carrying on 
iach trades, as bring in a balance to the country ; thefe are the 
moil likely to promote public credit, and their contraries to de- 
ftroy it J but among the moft prejudicial accidents which can 
happen to a kingdom, and its credit, numerous and powerful 
fadions are the greateft. The legiflative power fhould be care- 
ful to oblige private people to perform their contrads with each 
other, and in particular with foreigners; this will increafe the 
charadler of the nation, when it is known that juftice can be had, 
and an injured perfon, though a foreigner, can get reafonable fa- 
tisfadion, and if cheated or defrauded, may have reftitution from, 
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and punlfliment infllded on the offender. In fuch a nation peo- 
ple will let their money circulate, not fearing thkt juftice will be 
denied them, or that fraudulent rogues can fcreen themfelves 
behind public authority. Another thing by which the credit of 
the nation is maintained, is, by the public being juft to its en- 
gagements, {landing to its refolutions, and performing its pro- 
mifes, fuch a conduft will gain a kingdom the efteem of foreign 
ftates; and if ''money is wanting, ftrangers will readily lend, 
knowing they are upon a furc and fafc foundation, and that their 
expeflations, if grounded on the public faith, will be anfwered 
and fulfilled ; when, Avithout loading the people with grievous 
taxes, debts are paid off, foreigners will certainly entertain a much 
better efteem for fuch a nation, and be more ready to trufl it, than 
if they perceive the people flow in paying their debts, and unable, 
for an age to come, to raife money fufHcient for that purpofe. 

Some people may imagine it to be of no confe^uence, provided 
creditors be not urgent for, or wanting their money ; but in my 
opinion a country's credit will be always more flouri/hing when 
free from debt, than when not ; it is certainly bad policy to delay 
the payment ofpublic deb'ts in time of peace, as the nation may 
foon be involved in a war, which muft bring the demands of credi- 
tors on apace j but fuppofing it fhould not, it is very likely a new 
war would bring the nation into a new debt as large as the old 
one ; by this means the nation can never get out of debt ; and as 
there is a certain fum beyond which a nation's credit can not go, 
it is a very ready way by delaying the payment ofpublic debts in 
time of peace, to run fo far in debt in time of war that the whole 
credit of a nation will be ruined j another evil attending this de- 
lay. 
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lay, is loading the people with an unneceflary charge, as great as 
the intereft of the debts amount to 5 and which, if they are large^ 
will be no defpicable fum. Suppose a national debt, in round 
numbers 150 millions fterling, and the intereft to be 4 ^^r cent, 
the amount of the intereft per annum will be fix millions, to raifc 
which muft certainly be a great charge upon the people ; and, for 
my part, I can form but a very indifferent idea of a fet of mini- 
ilers and a hou& of commons, who, in profound peace, cannot 
iind means to pay oiF the nation's debts ; it argues very bad ma- 
nagement of affairs, or that the country itfelf is in a very poor 
condition ; as to the former the evil may proceed either from vil- 
lainy or ignorance, or both together j it may proceed from villai- 
ny, when a miniftry raifes and keeps up the expence of the nati- 
on in order to procure penfions, pofts, or places, to its creatures 
and tools. This is no other than cheating the country of fo 
much money, as the tmnecel&ry penfions or pofts amount to, 
which, in England, ariie to very large fums. Affairs may be 
badly managed, through ignorance, when the managers are men 
^f no capacity, incapable of penetrating into the defigns of other 
courts, unacquainted with the intereft^ of neighbouring nations, 
unable to form great defigns, unknowing in the ftrength of other 
focieties, and while they are the dupes of foreign minifters, by re- 
peated blunders, perplex ai\d confound themfelves. The num- 
bers of people, their different conditions, ftations, &c. ought to 
be well known, if a government means well -, minifters who know 
thefe things will be able to judge how taxes may be laid to the 
beft advantage, and moft equally ; but when ignorant of them, 
the national burden may increafe to a great degree, and by retar- 
ding the payment of public debts, ruin public credit. Ignorant 
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minifters will bring domeftic affairs into fuch confufion that they 
will be obliged to ufe defperate means to preferve themfelves from 
refentment at home, and danger from abroad; to prevent thefe 
evils is to remove the caufe ; that is, to dcpofe either roguifli or 
ignorant minifters, call them to an account for their conduit, pu- 
nifli them according to the hcinoufnefs of their crimes, and place 
men more honeft and able in their ftead. If the debts of a nation 
are not paid off on account of the real poor condition it is in, the 
government is then to promote the moft likely means of retriev- 
, ing its condition, and bringing it to a flourifhing and prolperous 
ftate, fo that fhe may be able to difcharge them and preferve 
that public credit which is fo advantageous to every place that en- 
joys it. A well regulated trade is, in all countries, capable of it ; 
the befl way to bring them from a poor to a rich, from a mife- 
rable to a happy condition, I mean the carrying on a trade which 
brings in a favourable ballance. This will make foreigners enter- 
tain a refpeft for fuch a country, and encourage them to^ credit 
and trufl it, as they know it daily incrcafes in riches; but a nation 
that is poor and without a way of bettering itfelf, will fcarce be 
able to find credit, for people will not be eafily prevailed on to trull, 
where they can hav^ no hopes of gaining, by fuch credit, or even 
of recovering their own ; and this holds equally in public as in 
private life ; I fhall here finilli what I had to fay in regard to tht 
methods propofed for increafing public credit; the caufes of its ru- 
in are many, I Ihall only take notice of one, it being fulHcient to 
my prefent purpofe, and that is (as I have already faid) powerful 
and numerous f anions, when they prevail nothing is thought on 
for the public good, each faction feeks its own advantage, and 
builds its happinefs on the nation's ruin. Credit muft certainly 
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fink under fuch circumftances, for people will be very cautious 
how they truft a faftion, which though this day is in a flouriih- 
ing ftate, may fall to-morrow and be crufhed under a fuperior 
weight, and then what will be the confequence to the creditors 
of fuch fallen party, nothing can promote public credit and con- 
tinue it, but what is really beneficent riot to a particular faftion but 
to the public : a king may have his party, the clergy may have a 
party, the nobility may have a party, rebels, or in fhort the 
^worft of men, may have a party, and each of them may pretend 
:£o promote the public good, while they are deftroy in g the pub- 
^i<^ intereft and bringing the public credit to the loweft ebb, to the 
t>x*-ink of ruin, nay to ruin itfelf, Faftions may profper while a 
^ria^^ion is falling to dpftruftion, but can never profper in conjunc- 
tion with the nation, neither can a nation, if torn by fad:ion, pro- 
fp^r unlefs public fpirit prevails over that of faftion, arid deftroys 
it. Tarquin had a fafUon in Rome, but the public fpirit was more 
poA?vcrful than that, and therefore public intereft prevailed. James 
tK^ Ud. of England had a ftrong party, but tlie public fpirit pre- 
vail ^^, and of courfe public intereft and credit alfo^ but when the 
P^t^lic fpirit is not among a people, then it maybe concluded that 
^3.<Sfcion will conquer and the interefts of the nation will be ofre- 
S^^'^ied; when the love of our country does not influence us more 
^^-^^^ any private views, it is a token we are factious, or ripe for 
^^^^i^on, and ready to facrifice public intereft to private advantage ; 
*^ ^-:^s in Rome Odavius had a party even in the fenate^ Antho- 
^ ^JHmad a party, but the commonwealth had none. In fhort, the 
^^^ ^ people on earth, by fufFering the fpirit of liberty to decay, 
^^^ that of fadlion to grow up, became flaves to fuch a fucceffi- 
•"^^^mouftcrs (continued with very few exceptions from the reign 
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of Auguftus, to the deftru6Hon of the empire) as God in his ven- 
geance never fent in his wrath to execute judgement on any other 
nation. Let every man in England, who wifties well to the pub- 
lic good, ufe his utmoft endeavour to root out faction, wherelb- 
ever or in whomfoever he fhall find it 3 let all lovers of their coun- 
try bravely profecute to deftrudlion, mifery, and eternal infamy } 
all thofe who promote fa£lion, a diftemper more dreadful to any 
nation than the plague, peftilence, or famine. 
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^0 the Gentlemen^ Clergy^ and Freeholders^ of the 
tJounty of Middlefex. 

YO U and the public in general have been informed by 
royal proclamation, that the prefent virtupus parliament 
is to meet for the difpatch of bufixiefs, on Tuefday the 8th of 
l^Iovembei: next ; It is therefore to be prefumed^ writs will be 
immediately ifllied for the eleftion of members, in the room of 
thofe deceafed, and fuch as have vacated their feats by accepting 
places- 
There has been a vacancy for your County fome time3 and not- 
-Tvithftanding writs were iflued before the firfl: prorogation of this 
parliament, to fill up fuch vacancies (except for Middlefex) as has 
Jiappened, but for reaibns beft known to the prefent Houfe of 
Commons, and to the Crown, no writ was directed for the 
•^ledlion of a gentleman in the room of Mr. Cooke deceafed ; 
Avith what view this unprecedented thing was done, unlcis to 
influence the Freeholders of Middlefex, and bring in, if poflible, 
:a tool of the miniftry to ftrengthen the court party, the nation is 
:at a lols to determine. But you, gentlemen, have now a glorious 
opportunity of proving to the world that you are neither venal or 
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corrupt : you have two gentkmca who have iRiUicited your votes, 
ever lince the death of Mr. Cooke ; one it is well known has 
been knight of the (hire for Middlefex in two parhamcnts, but 
never reprefented you ; the other is a gentleman who has upoa 
feveral occafions flood up in defence of the rights and liberties 
of Engli/hmen ; it therefore cannot be doubted but he would, 
upon any future occafion, exert his abilities in the caufc of his 
country, and for the particular intercfts of the county of 
Middlefex ; and I dare affirm, that there is fuch a general 
difpofition towards liberty, throughout the whole county, that 

you will be very careful to choofc fuch a reprefentativc, as is the 

* 

moft likely to defend your property, and to preferve you liberties, 
jointly with your prefent patriotic member aad illuftrious patriot. 
Remember, gentlemen, the freeholders, citizens, and burghers, 
&c. of Great Britain, all have it in their power, at particular 
times, to preferve their country ; and it is now in yours, in fpite 
of all the efforts of delufion and bribery, and I will be bold to 
fay, that if forace vigorous and honefl: refolutions are not takeit 
to affift our moft excellent king, towards difcharging the public 
debts, and redrefling all forts of public corruptions, the 
liberty of Great Britain is near at an end. Gentlemen, as 
you Ihew yourfelves upon this oocafion, fuch will be yoxir repre- 
lenta^tive ; it is not to be expeded that criminals will deftroy 
their own handy work ; that they will cither reform or punifli 
themfelves ; or that men who brouglit our misfortunes upon u$^ 
will go about in good earncft to redrefs them, or even own that 
there are fuch ; let us not, my countrymen, defert or deceive 
ourfelves, or think we can be fafe if ever fuch men get into 
power J be not again deluded with falfe promifes and deceitful . 
aflurances, but judge what your candidates will do, by what 
they have done ; remember, gentlemen, what paufible remon- • 
ilranccs have formerly been made, what impetuous Itorms of ' 
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ialib and counterfeit ^eal^ againfl opprefGoris and mifcardages ^ 
againfb exhorbitant penlions; outrageous taxes ; wild and ex« 
penfive expeditions, againft cncreafing the public debts \ againfl 
troops quartered up and down the ccuntry • againft private men 
failing immenfe eftates upon the ruin of their country ; againft 
their bribing and corrupting the guardians of public liberty : 
and are we at this time eafy in every one of thefe complaints ? 
now therefore my countrymen is the time to help ourfelves, either 
aft honeftly and boldly for liberty, as you have done before, or 
forget the glorious found. Make no foolllh bargains in compliance 
with the defires or requefts of a corrupt muiiftry, and by that 
-means give up defperately all you have^ your liberties, your 
reflates, and families : one of the prefent candidates has been 
'Sufficiently tried, his integrity is well known, he is proof againft 
•ifc>ribery and corruption - choofe him, therefore, whom you may 
Tb^e certain will neither buy nor fell you. No man will 
-'tiribc you into your own interefts, or give you money that he 
^Tx::2iay have leave to ferve you by his own labour, and at his 
^^^^arther expence, but will think himfelf at liberty to make re- 
-^f^rifals ; he will find no difficulty in himfelf to fell thofe who 
^Itiave before fold themfelves and their country; nor can you have 
ly right or pretence to reprove one who does fo. You, gentlemen, 
ire the firft principles of wealth and power,* from your labour 
ind induftry arifes all that can be called riches, and by your 
lands it muft be defended ; fhew yourfelves once more Britons 
"^"^nd freemen, and not foreign and faleable flaves j fhew that you 
^^now haw to honour your king, and yet to preferve your liberties, 
"^hat you obey him out of choice, and not out of fervile fear ; 
^^ that you know how to diftinguifh your loyalty to your prince, from 
a blind fubmiffion to him And your own fervants ; and that you can 
^anake your duty to him confiftent, with a vigorous refolution to 
^unifti all who betray him and you. , 

Remember, 
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Remember, gentlemen, you are horn to Kberty, and that it 
is your 4ii^ and kitereft to preferve it j the conftitution of Eng- 
land which you li*« under, is a mixed monarchy : your governors 
iiave eyeiy dght to proted and defend you, none to injure and 
oppEcfc you. You have a large fhare in the legiflatute ; you 
ha^x the fole power over your ;own purfes ; you have an un- 
doubted right to call to account^ and punifli the inftruments of 
your opJ)refiions s but it depends upon yourfelvcs alone to make 
thefe rights, thefe noble privileges, of ufe to you. The kingi 
of France have parliaments, but parliaments which dare not 
dilpute their royal pleafurej and the poor people would be in no 
better condition if their parliaments were bribed not to difpute it. 

This, my friends, will be yours, and the wretched cafe of 
your pofterity, if ever an ambitious prince, or defigning rainifter 
Ihall hereafter be able to corrupt or awe your reprefentatives, 
and whatever wicked bargains are then made, will be made at your 
expence, and you muft pay the terrible reckoning. You have a 
king at prefent from whom you have none of thefe things to 
fear^ tut alas ! gentlemen, liow few Titus's and Trajans were 
there found among the Roman emperor^, and how few can 
England ihew fince the conqueft ; it therefore requires yomt 
l>eft thoughts, and moft vigorous refolutions to prefervc the con- 
ititution entire as far as in you lies. Make ufe. Oh wcrthy and 
free Britons, make good 4ife of this prefent opportunity, of this 
precious day of Uber^, to xecover^ once mor^, your moft in- 
svaluabje privilege j you weil know the principles and refblutiom 
of your prefent virorthy xncmfeer^ be careful, therefore, to deft 
another whofe principles are the fame, one who is equally de- 
firous to promote the tr^ie intere&s of his country; aad that 
will, upon^iFery occafion^ ad in conjuadion with him. Do aot 
wildly choofe one who hzB given up, or attempted to give up, 
your birth-rights } and above all, that right which fecures all the 
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reft : there are & fort of men who would purchafe ^u i^ mot^tor 
h&y juftas they think they can fell you again; but I am &tisfied 
the freeholders of Middlefex cannot bear fuch an infult agalnft 
their honefty, their reafont ^d their liberties ; or if there be 
any amongft jou, who cottntcnancc fuch vile and execrable bar- 
grains^ whidi affefl: and involve you in all their confequences, 
they ought to be treated like public enemies, and hunted from 
amongft you. 

The majority of you, gentlemen, are yet uncorrupted, and 
know not what it is to take money. For the fake of your 
country, for your own fakes, and for the fake of every Englifh- 
man, fhew your fpirit, your underftanding, and your aftivity 
upon this occafkm, and the hearty prayers and wifhes of the 
whole nation will attend you ; with tears I tell you that the 
c,ure of corruption k left to you: a cure from another quarter 
is cruelly denied to us : a worthy attempt was lately made to 
^eftroy it c&bdiually ; and wc had reaibn to hope that no man 
or fet of men, pretending to common honefty, would have had 
the face to difcourage that attempt, but it was fruftrated, and 
mt know where, and by whom, and for what ends. Thofe vdio 
owe their fortune and force to corruption, rather than part with 
it^ feem determined to fee the nation confumed and periflb in it. 
As you, gentlemen, are freeholders of the firft county in Eng- 
land, be honeft, and fet an example to the reft of the kingdom : 
^s you love your liberties exercife your virtue, fcorn bribes, abhor 
the man that offers them and expofe him ; do not judge of your 
<andidates by their prefent humble fpeechcs and condefcending 
carriage : but think what they are like to be when they arc no 
longer under your eye, when they are no longer fueing you nor 
want you : you have already experienced the behaviour of one 
<^ them 5 his cendaft in parliament is known to the public j 
from that you may be fenfible how he will aft in future. The 

abilities. 
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abilities, the integrity, and the great fervice Mr. Glynn has 
done hi& country^ are fufBciently known j he, gentlemen, has 
ftood firm and unfhaken for years, fupporting the liberties of his 
fellow fuhjed:s, and nobly, with courage and intrepidity, op-r 
pofing the daring attempts of over-bearing minifters, who were 
invading the facred rights of the people. What would have 
been the confequence if he and a few others had not been proof 
againft bribery and corruption ? If he, like fome time-ferving 
lawyers, could have been bia/Ted or influenced? I anfwer, flave- 
ry : arbitrary power was rearing its head, the laws of England 
were trampled on, and every thing that is /dear and valuable to 
Englifhmen would foon have been deftroyed, and we fhould 
have been at the will of an unconftitutional prime minifter and 
his creatures. But, happy for England, your prefent patriotic 
rhember oppofed the deftruftive meafures of that minifter; and 
one of your pxefent candidates joined and fupported him in that 
juft and noble caufe ; they could not fee the deftniftion of their 
country without complaining; they exerted themfelves, both in 
their public and private capacities ; they dared to write and fpeak, 
and were not over-awed, either by power or charafter, of thofe 
whom they believed to miflead their prince. Therefore, my 
countrymen, choofe him who is moft likely to relieve us of thofb 
burdens under which wc all fadly groan, and under which wc 
muft inevitably fink, unlefs there is a majority of honeft men in 
the prefent houfe of commons. 
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THOSE who argue for abfolute monarchy do it as ignorant Jy 
as preverfely, and build without a foundation ; for while 
they 4:»ntend for unlimited fubmiflion to a monarch's will, they 
TOuft ^either fuppofe that all ads of power proceed from his wiU, 
or elfe that the will of his minifters is alio unlimited; fo that 
•either all his iervants, iniUxunents^ aad executioners^ are abiblute 
ttonarchs too» or that he himfclf does immediately divcGt every 
thing that is done; which no man of common fenfe will affirm ; 
it is troe fuch princes have the lead £hare of chdr own powtr» 
;ai)d feldom know what is done. 

Single and abfolute monarchy, or the ruling all by the will of 
one« is therefore nonienie and acontradidion; it is rathera multi- 
plication of monarchs ; for inftance, fuppoie we were to obey, 
blindly, the will of the prince, are we likewife to obey the will 
of his miilreffes, his minifters, and their creatures, who opprefs 
without his knowledge, or againft his will ? Shure the inftruments 
and delegates of tyranny are not alfo the lords anointed ? How 
therefore (hall we know their mind from his, which moft likely 
contradids theirs; this is almoft always the cafe. If this be go« 
vemment by divine right, let us rail no longer at anarchy ; which 
feeing the abfence of all government, though ic leaves every 
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;man to do what he wilU yet alfo leaves every man a 
right to defend himfelf; befides this fort of anarchy, where 
every one is free, will quickly fettle into order; but fingle mon- 
archy, which IS along gradation of tyrants, where many on one 
fide do whatever they pleafe againft moft on the other fide; 
cruelty and luft revel without x:ontroul . wanton and inhu- 
man power has no limits, and heavy oppreflion no remedy nor end, 
where.the innocent and harmlefs fufFer moft, ?nd the worft and 
vileft thrive beft, and none fecure where wickednefs fupport? 
power, and property is the fpoil of armies ; therefore abfolute 
monarchy is worfe than abfolute anarchy, becaufe it is not fo £je- 
heral. This alfo proves that men have no poffible fecurity but 
; certain and expreis laws, ■ fetting exprefs bounds to the power of 

• -their rnagiftrates, and afcertaining the meafure of power as Well 

■ * ....... 

ds fubjedion, and reftralningaKke the exorbitances of both prince 

-and people. It is an eternal truth. that fuch as is the nature of the 
•* ^governments fuch will be the nature of the people; and that, as 

:^ey are happy or miferable, fo they will be^bod' or bad. An 
:abfolute prince and his deputy tyrants are .only the inftruments 
of one another j by their hands he executes liis luft", avarice, and 
rage, and by his authority they execute their own; he is their 
,y upie, and they -are his tools ; "however they may differ in particular 
-views, th^ are always ftrongly united in cruelty and opprefiion • 
and if there is any contention amongft'them, it is only who (hall "be 
the greatcft tyrant ; for tyranny isf the aim and the praftice of all; 
and when fuperior and fubofdinate tyrants butcher one another, 
which rhsy frequently d:>, the people feel no relief. Whoever 
bears theiron rod; they feel the iharpfteis and its weight: every ty- 
rant almoft without exception grows worfe and worfe j what un- 
utterable and in'creafing woe muft be the lot of the fubjeds un- 
der continual' harrows of iron, made daily more poignant and 
iieavy ? Nor is killing of a tyrant anj cure, uhlefs the tyrannj 
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he killed with him. Abfoliite power breaths notfaiDgbuC dcftruc^ 
tion^ pnrateinim^m>dpiit)lidc<leiblatk)ii« 

How Bfmch more eafy ts wcB as glorioiQ is it to govern free 
men than flaves j it is true thofc who are free goibmetimes much 
farther in dieir oppofition to finjuft power thau flaves can or dare 
to go, bccaxife Aey have Ipirit, fenfe, virtHe, and force i bat to af^ 
iicrt disrt they are wifk nrare difficidty governed is abfblutely 
Calfe. h is indeed iirfiicttlt to opprefe them, and their rebellion is 
fgeneraliy no more than their diftingukhing of goverament from 
toppreflkm, a-difcindUon whichtheir governorstoofcldom make, and 
'r^vhich ilaves bom tooppreffion know not how to make* Govcm- 
^nent £rppofes, on one fide^ a juft execution of rational ftanding 
Haws^tnadehy the content of fodetyi and on the other fide axati- 
<onal fuhjedioii to thofe laws. But what has arbitrary power,, 
*wanton and outrageoM (all; cruelty and oppreti&oa, to do with 
^vernment, hut to deftroy it : under a tyrant there is no end of ty- 
rants : irom him thaptiways the icepter sohim that carries a 
musket, ^ are tyrants^ and e'vseiy one for himfidf as far as he dare. 
Tyrants reduce mankind «e the ^xxiditioai of hmtes^ and make 
that reafon> which Cod gave them, uiele^ to them ^ they deprive 
^diem even of the bledings of naoure, it^ve them in the nudft 
«f plenty^ and frulcrate the natural bounty of the earth to men, 
Co that natttre fmiles in vain where tyranny frowns ; tile very hands 
;givcn them for their fupport, ai^c fey tyrants turned unto iailriL« 
^ments of mtfery« Nothing that i^ good or defirable oan fubfi^ 
flunder thefe wretches, nor within their reach ; and chey themfelvcs 
iub.lft upon nothing but what is detcHaUe and wicked ; they 
-are fupported by general ruin ; they Uve by the deftrudioo of 
mankind; and as fraud and villainy, and every fpecies of violence 
and cruelty, are the props of their throne^ fo they measure their 
own happinefe and fecurity by the mifery and weakndS of their 
j^eople ; and continued oppreiHon and rapine are their dudied and 
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Hcccflary arts of reigning, as is every art by which they can render 
their people poor, abjedt, and wretched^ though in cfFed they 
render themfelves fo, and confequently become an eafy prey to 
the next invader. 

Thofe countries, where tyranny reigns, are defoiatc and unculti- 
vated, fit only for fuch favage monfters, who rather choofe to live 
in barren fields, unhofpitable deferts, and in difpeopled and empty 
towns, than among freemen in happy climates, filled with rich 
and numerous cities, abounding in inhabitants, who are poflfefled 
of liberty,and will be bold to defend it. Several new tyranhies have 
fprung iip like fo many new plagues, within the memory of man, 
and like them have laid wafte, but with a more regular and con- 
tinued ruin, countries once ftrong in liberty and people ; therefore 
as tyranny, like every other full grown mifchief, becomes more 
and more infupportable every day, the condition of mankind under 
it muft grow worfe and worfe; and they themfelves fewer. 
When a tyrant has reduced a million of people to half that num- 
ber by his cruelty and extortions, he madly expedts from the 
remaining half the fame revenue, and affiftance of men, which he 
had from the whole, and like the reft they muft perifli to make 
good his expedations, and he often encreafes his troops as faft as 
. his people decreafe. So that his experice is enlarged as there be- 
comes lefs'to fupport it. Such is the peftilent favage, and unfati- 
able nature of this fort pf monft^er, whofe throne and authority is 
eflabliflied upon the ruins of reafon, humanity and nature ; he 
takes all that his fiibjedlfi liave, and deftroys them to get more. 

Thus do thefe enemies to mankind proceed to lay wafte the 
world; the beft countries in it are at this time almoft defolate, And 
fome of them altogether. Arabia^ which once over-run the world 
with multitudes, is now as defolate as thofe parts they over-run ; 
what can be more affeifting than to think not twenty people are to 
be met with in a vaft and noble country, which a few centuries 

ago 



Digitized by 



Google 



No. XXII.] NORTH B R I T O 1^. i^i 

ago .was a potent empire. and contained millions; and in all pre* 
babiKty England, wlnchii now the boaft and envy of the world, 
will be lying, two or three centuries hence, in the fame miferable 
tcpndition, and perhaps fboacr j for depopulation makes every where 
a prodigious and rapid progrefs. Alas! power encroaches daily 
tupon lilicrty wkh a fuccefs top evident ; and the ballancc between 
?them is almofV loft. Tyranny has cngrofied almoft the whole 
earth:; ^nditrikiBg at numkind root and branch, makes the world 
a flaiighter houfe'; and will certainly go on to deftroy .unlefs de* 
Jlroyed itfclf, or which is more hkely has left nothing ta deftrby. 
Andtbas there will be an end of' men ; unlefe-thdfe ftates that 
are yet free, preferve, in the midft of this general wafte, their own 
liberties, and people, and like the antient Egyptians and Greeks, fill 
the world again^ in procefs of time, with colonies of freemen. 
Tyranny changes bleffings and plenty into curfes and mifery^ great 
»cities into gloomy folitudes ; and their rich citizens into beggars 
and vagabonds ; it is aftonifliing at firft view that mankind /hould 
fo long have borne thefe unrelenting flaughters^ but alas! who 
knows not the force of cormptton, debfian, and ftanding armies? 
How amiable and howdeteftable are the different founds of liberty^ 
and fervitude; liberty is falvation in politicks^ as flavery is repro- 
bation; nor is there any other difcin^ion but that of faint and de- 
Til, between the champions of the one and the other. Thofc 
who do not groan under the yoke of heavy and pointed vaflalac^e, 
cannot poflibly have images equal to a calamity which they do not 
-feel ; and thofc who feel it, aire ftupiiled by it, and their minds de- 
prcfled^ nor can they have conceptions large and bright enough, 
to be fully fenfible of their own wretched condition, and much 
lels can they paint it in proper cdours to others ; Englifhmen 
and Britons, who enjoy the precious and invaluable bleffing of liber- 
ty, know that nothing can Lcpald too dear to purchafe and pre- 
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ierve it j without It the world k zvnlicaic& and life a burtbea : 
<death is a tribyitfe we^owclo nature and all nauft pajr ; and it is in« 
iinitdy piieferable in anjr ihape to an ignonwiious life. There* 
fore^ mjcountrymeot he jealous very jealous of every attempt 
(however trifling it may iippear) to deAroy your liherties^ nor 
fiibmit to any encroachments on your prcf>enty ; how infamous 
.are ihofe wretches who^ for a £:w precarious momentary advan- 
tages^ woiJd rob their country of leveiy tlung that can render 
life happy or deflrable ^ and for a litde tinfel^ pageantry^ and 
fervile homage^ unworthy of honeft men jnd lulled by wife men, 
would involve jnillions a£ their &Uow creatures in everlafting 
imiiejj« 
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THE greateft happinefs any nation can enjoy, is being 
governed by laws made by the confent of the people,. 
cither coUeaively or reprefentatively, and of having a right to call 
the principal naagiftrates intruded with the execution of thofe 
laws to an account for mal-adiiyniftration ; this was likewife the 
opinion of the ancient Romans. It is alfo well known that our 
anceftors, for many ages, ftruggled and fought for liberty ; and 
that the people of Great Britain, within thetwolaft centuries,, 
have had more than one opportunity of fixing their liberty in the 
largeft fenfe. But not to go too far back, the event of the war 
between Charles the Firft and the parliament, put it into the peo-^ 
pics power to have their liberties fo well fecured, as to render it 
impoffiblc to dcftroy fo valuable a blefling, either by a favourite,- 
or othcrwife. But inftead of that, under pretence of making 
the nation a free ftate, a few pretended patriots, full of zeal for 
their own private intereft, fet up a military tyranny that deftroyed 
the king, and made an arbitrary perfon the difpofer of their lives 
and fortunes. When Oliver died, his fon Richard fuccceded, but . 
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was foon laid afide : immediately upon that, committes of fafety 
were inftituted, and they promifed to fettle the nation upon a 
good footing ; but it foon appeared that nothing more reigned 
among them, than a private Spirit, that of the public being the 
leaft of their thoughts j this brought on anarchy, and foon after 
the reftoration, which gave great joy to the people ; many feemed 
to run mad with the bleffing, and in the height of their tran- 
fports pafled the Ad: 12 Charles IL whereby they declared 
that the king was accountable to none but God j this caufed fome 
to fay. Countrymen, you feem unfit for liberty, finceyou intruft 
your prince to do what he plcafes with your lives and fortunes. 

When Charles fubmitted to fate, James the Second mounted the 
throne of his anc^ftors, and with him entered popety, priefts, 
jefuits, monks, friars, and the reft of the holy drones; befides 
croiTes, beads, indulgences, mafles, &c. this pious and very re- 
ligious king thought himfelf fure of moft of the clergy of the 
church of England, which indeed he was, till he had committed 
feveral rafh and imprudent ads ; to which he was principally led 
through a blind zeal for his religion; beginning with violating 
two ftatutes in the univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge; ereding 
a new ecclefiaftical commiflion court ; fufpendlng the bifhop of 
London and Dr. Sharpe for doing their duty* and fending feven 
bilhops to the Tower, on their refufing to read the declaration for 
liberty of confcicnce : thofe and other violent meafures were icon 
followed by a ftrong oppofition, which ended in the revolution, 
and he loft his crown, with the difmiflion of popery, maflep, &c* 
and then we became once more in a happy condition. . Thus fell, 
from the height of regal dignity, this unfortunate and infatuated 
Jcing, called by his flattercis James the Juft j an eternal warning to 
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princes, that, when the affedions of the fubjeifts are loft, neither 
wealth, power, armies, nor fleets, can fecure the pofiefjion of a 
crown ; the edifice of empire may> for a time, glitter and look 
fair, though it is fecretly rotten and underminedj then one fuddden 
(hock overturns the mighty fabric, and leaves it at once the won- 
der of the prefent and pity of fucceeding ages. 

By this change, and the acceflion of king William to the throne, 
we had a glorious opportunity of fixing our liberties; but the 
greateft part of the king's life was fpentin war; fo that he had 
not fo much tinle as could have been wifhed to fettle domeftic 
affairs. Upon the death of that prince. Queen Anne fucceeded to 
the crown J and prefently after a war broke out, which, with the 
hot ftrugglesthatarofe between the two contending parties. Whig 
and Tory, took up the greateft part of her reign. Some of the 
heads of one party, who cxprcfied more zeal for liberty than the 
other, were no fooner got into places, but they generally forgot 
their friends, fhewing little regard to any thing but what they 
were likely to be gainers by 5 the laws and liberties of the people 
were little regarded by them, and all they fought after was 
riches and power ; whilft others put on the face of godlinefs in 
the midft of luxury ; aud when the people found no better treat- 
ment from them than thofe they fucceeded, it began to alienate 
their hearts from fo rigid an adminiftration, which foon after produ- 
ced a change. From thefe inftances it is clear, to a dcmcnftration, 
that fome princes are continually endeavouring to make them- 
ielves abfolute,and minifters to ruin the interefts of their country, 
and to enrich themfelves and creatures. 

To govern a fociety of freemen by a confcitution founded on the 
eternal rules of right reafon, and direfted to promote the happi- 
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nefscf cv^ry individual, ijsthe noblel't prerogative that can belong 
to humanity; but that prince^ who makes ufe of that power to 
fubvert or even to weaken the conftitution which ought to be the 
rule of his government, when fuch a prince fills a throne with 
fuperior parts, liberty is then in the utmoft danger ; nor does the 
danger diminiih if he happens to want them : whoever, there- 
fore, (hall dare to aflert that an Englishman has no right to op- 
pofe the exorbitant power of a prince upon the throne, is an ad- 
vocate for paflive obedience, a traitor to his country, and an 
enemy to the revolution. 

The king has his authority from the laws; and In all govern- 
ments, where there remains to the people any civil rights, the au- 
thority of the prince is circumfcribed by laws. But prerogative 
is fomething of a higher nature, it is a power intruded with him 
to aft where the laws are filent, and fome times to a£t even 
againft the written letter of the law; for example, upon a fudden 
invafion, he can burn houfes, deftroy forrage, remove or fpoil 
corn, and lay a whole frontier province wafte, thereby to diftrefs 
iiis enemy; and upon fuch an occafion he may arm his people 
and compel them to defend their country ; and if in doing this 
he is forced to commit any aft feemingly irregular, he is jufti- 
fied by the neceflity; but he cannot be faid to do this by his au- 
thority ; for the laws do not allow him to injure any man in his 
property; nor to enforce the fervice of his fubj efts ; he does it 
then by his prerogative ; and it is for the good of the whole that 
fuch a power (hould be lodged in him; for when the refolution 
muft be fo fudden, that he cannot call the people's reprefentatives 
together, to have their confent, the whole might be ruined, if he 
were not intrufted with the power at fuch a time to over-rule the 
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tseritten law^ it being abfurd to imagine there fliould be any form 
of government, that is hindred by the law« from preferving itfelf. 
But if this prerogative was extended to every comnKui cafe^ or 
if he was to noake ufe of it in a defpotic manner without the 
people's confent^where their confent may be had, there would foon 
be an end of their liberties. 

We have innumerable prefidents how far that part of the execu- 
tive power, which relates to the execution of juftice and the adrfti- 
riftratioa of the publick revenues^ has been looked into, and fc- 
vereiy animadverted upon in parliament, and yet none can pre- 
tend to fay this was intrenching upon the royal authority, unlefs 
It be thofe whofe principles lead them to think, that the worll 
aftions of the worft minifters arc tx> pafs without controul. As 
our princes have the executive power in them, fo the people from 
very antient times have had a right to aflemble by their reprefen- 
tativesin parliament^ to advifein the important matters of govern- 
ment; and when fo aflembled they are part of the legiflative au- 
thority^wiiofe bufinefe has always been to enquire into and correft 
the errors and abufes committed by thofe upon whom the prince 
has devolved any part of the executive power; and if minifters of 
ilate advife an unneceflary war^ a diftionourable peace^ or a dange- 
rous alliance, they are as much accountable to parliament and to 
their country, as for any other crinnc or neglect in the adminiftra- 
tionofaffairs^ 

When minifters have deservedly incurred the general hatred, 
when they have been known to have employed their whole power 
and intereft in oppofition to the pabllck good, when being intrufted 
with a nation's ^ifFairs, they have defperately projected and obfti- 
natcly purfued fchemes big with publick ruin, when they have 
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weakened the authority of their prince to flrengthen their own, 
and endangered his fafety for the fecurity of their own heads, and 
the prote£lion of their crimes, when they have enriched themfelves 
by the publick ruin, and been the known authors of univerfal 
calamities; if after all this, as creatures of mere favour, they will 
go on to have a nation, which they have before ruined, and obfti- 
nately pctfift to overturn their king and country, it is high time 
they ihould be called to an account for fuch crimes and infolence, 
which no publick refentment can equal. 
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IT muft ever be the intcreft of England to hold the ballanc'e 
of power ; but this has been fo ftrangdy negleftcd by our 
ilateiinen, of late years, that one would imagine it was a 
thing of no confcquence. Fran^ tetift think we are involved 
in difficulties;^ through which it is impoffible to wade ; they 
imift certainly conceive our affairs to be fo perplexed, by a lon^ 
ieries of njifmaoageraent, that there is no rcafon to fear abler 
];iands and wiier heads will r^in the hazard of coming into the 
adnainiftration, to difturb them in their progrefs. If they have 
already fathomed one Jet of men^ and know the weaknefs of 
tJieir councils^ and folly of their condufl: ; if there is others, of 
vrhofe skill, probity, ^d experience they ftand more in awe ; 
but if they believe the age not capable of fuch a miniftry 5 if 
. they think the people fo corrupt, that they cannot. boar it, or the 
times fb dangerous that good men will not think it fafe to med- 
dle in public affairs ; if they are fenfible of all this, as it js to 
be feared they are but too well inftru^ed in thde matters, we 

^uce 9o( to W9n4er at the late bold a^empts they have made } 
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fince it is to be prcfumed they thought us not able to give them 
any oppofitlon : for they know well enough, that neither the 
valour of" a prince, nor the courage nor wealth of the people, 
can mnke a country confiderable abroad, if it be dcjQtituJte of 
council, and if its affairs at home are ill condufled. 

Opinion is the principal fuppori of^^ower, and ftates are fel- 
dom any longer ftrong, or wife, .than while they are thought 
fo by their neighbours ; for all great things fubfift more by fame 
than any real ftrength* Charles the Pifth, of Spain, preferved 
that empire for fome years, by nothing more^than ^he opinion 
mankind had conceived of the depth and wifdom of his councils 
England has given many vifible marks of ill condud:, fuch as 
rings through the whole world, Mrhich jdiaws fo many eyes 
upon it, as look quite through, dl its weaker parts : its pro- 
teftion is no longer relied upofi, and our alliance is not courted*: 
other countries defpife us, and will foon venture to infult us ; for 
' mankind will be always apt to imagines, that w'here there is no 
council, there can he no real Iftrength. Wc have given fuch a 
proof of ourfelves,by the treaty of peace, that it is to be appre- 
hended our neighbours can have no value for a people, who were 
thus to be over-reached : .it is true, ouriums have been dread- 
ful in the field, and our fleets have teen the terror of the main. 
But are they to 1)6 feared who, after all their martial toils, could 
be {o eafily defeated in the cabinet ? The profufion of public 
treafure, the rapacious temper of fome cff our minifters, our 
^ivifions, and the corruption of our manners, have^rcatly tended 
to leflen us in foreign parts ^ but this fatal treaty gave thefinifh- 
ing ftroke toit ; we have thereby loft the reputation wc had, of 
being a vrife and cautious people : and there are ftrong reafdns i» 
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f^fped, that this late proof we gave of the weaknefs of our 
councils, has encouraged the French to think us now no dan- 
^rous enemy, and not in a pofture to oppofc them in the at- 
tempts they are making to difturb the peace of Europe. To put 
^ in a condition to hold the ballance of power, our diftenipers 
:at home muft be firft cured ; but in order to this, tlie fore mult 
Ik probed, fcarched, and laid open; and if it be with rough 
liands, let the reader confider, we have ftubborn and inveterate 
<iifeafes to deal with, which will baffle all gentle remedies, and 
:that fta'nd in need jof the ftrongeft applications that caa be tUaught 
on. War, amcmg other monfters, which it ingenders in the 
^vomb of ftate, begets and gives rife to a fct of bufy, un<.lertjk- 
ing, ambitious, light and projeAing perfon?, wiio are then bionght 
Tjpon the ftage of bufinefs ; thefe, whom peace would have left 
in their original obfcurity^ in troabkfonie times (hint forth j but 
sre like portentous meteors, threatening ruin to the country 
^hat is under their malevqlcnt afpeft ; many fuch of late years 
Xnave crept into the adminiftration of affairs : it's true the cries of 
^«:hat pec^le they had fo exhaufted, did at laft make fome of them 
^retire ; but they hope the calamities of the nation will loon ren- 
-^er them again neceifary, not doubting but to make their country 
^5^ield them a fccond fleece ; and I fkall here fet forth the circum- 
^X^anccs by which they have reduced the nation. By the profu- 
X3on of fome of thofe who were lately in the adminiftration of 
==^i^fFairs, by the impoflibility there was of having any frugal ma- 
^*^agement, when they gave the bad example of diving wit!i their 
"^^^^wn hands into their princes pocket; by the exorbinnt grants 
""•^licy procured for thcmfelves, and obtained for others ; bv tlie 
eneral wafte that has been made in thi revcaucs ; by the igno- 
rance 
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rancc of the officers concerned in levying and bringing in its 
moft confiderable branches; by the fcandalous negligence which 
has been Ihcwn in infpefting and ftating the accompts of the fleet 
and army during the late war ; in Ihort, by a complication of all 
forts of fraud and folly through the weaknefsof fome and craft of 
others, things have been fo ordered, that we are got into fuch 
an immenfe debt, which it is much to be feared we fliall never 
be able to pay. 

They who have been moft inftrumental in our ruin, the authors 
of thofe fatal councils under which England will labour for many 
years, if it does not quite fink, the inventors of thofe pernicious 
projeds, by which the whole income of England is charged with , 
new duties, the hands that have diftributed thofe bribes and pen- 
fions, by which fo many have been corrupted ; they who* have 
thus long robbed the public j they who advifed that treaty, of 
which we now feel the difmal effeds j they who hate their coun- 
try, becaufe they fear its juft refentment ; they whom nothing 
but confufion and civil war can much longer favc and proteft, 
are grown fo rich, powerful, and great, by having for eight 
years together plundered their country, and engroflied all places 
of profit, that they feem now too big for punifhment. They 
have fo long exercifed their infolencc and tyranny, that many 
are, in truth, awed by it : if any offer to promote better mea- 
fares, and to give better councils, they are terrified with their 
over-bearing tempers ; fo that good men are fearful of entering 
the lifts with them, being unwilling to make ufc of the fame 
foul arts, by which they firft got, and have fince maintained 
their power. This pernicious, but indeed well united band, 
from time to time, attempt to deceive therulgar with grofs lies, 

^nd 
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ana pdifon not a few of the brttcf fort with whifpers ^1 falfc 
faggcftions, giving wrong characters of thofc^ho have ftrcnu- 
oufly afferted the liberties of England j thefe wretches, by having 
fo long held the porfc, and by dicir having had for eight years 
•tHe difpolai of beneficiai offices, and by their having engaged 
. fo many in their projefts, they have procured a formidable 
party ; and thougli they neither hjR^e, not ever intend to do 
any good, they are able to do much mifchief^ being an intoler- 
able weight upon any who fhafl offer to mend things; and 
what is ftill worfe, by their new acquired wealthy they have 
l>ecn in a condition, as we have lately experienced, to bid fairly 
for a large fharc of the kgiflativc authority j thinking it wifer 
and fafer for them to buy boroughs, than to purchafe land; and 
it is to be apprehended not a few of them have fucceeded in 
thh entcrprizc : fuch amobg them, as, think one houfe too hot 
for them to be fafe from enquiries^ will^ without doubt, en- 
deavour to^skreen and fhelter themfelves under the privileges of 
another place, fo that they can harcfly be come at^ When ar- 
l)itrary princes ht upon the throne, they thought themfelve$ 
l3ound,. though with the hazard of their own tuin, to juftify 
iminifters in the worft of their meafures ; to look into the in-^ 
crcafc of popery , was then a crime, and to be afraid of the 
growth and power of France, was to arraign the government i 
men were not to Ipedc nor think but as thofe above would 
Jiavc them j penetration was ftUed malice ; and there was no 
honefty, but blind obedience ; but we have fpent near a hun- 
idred millions to litde purpofe, if we are to wear thefe badges of 
flavery now ; yet, even in thofe times, things done amifs did 

net 
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5 : a frqe-bora people could hot fee their de-- 
on without complaining : fuch as loved their 
themfelyes both in their public and pxivate 
would i^ak aad write without bekig over- 

vcr or charaaSsr of thofe whoon they believed 
to miucao xncir prince^ 
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^0 the Author of the Extraordinary North Briton. 
SIR, 

I Am very dcfirous of feeing an epiftle of mine in your truly fpirited and 
patriotic paper ; -if you think the following worth your notice, beg you 
•will make it the fubjed of your next number, being fenfible it was from 
difintercfted principles you firft took up the pen^ in defenci? of the laws 
iind liberties of England., 

I am, Sir, with great refpeft and efteen^^ 
Dover Street, Your moft obedieot fervant, 

YO U have not, as yet taken any notice of the many c 1 
and p y c Is that have been lately held at St. J ^^s, 
or rather the new court of Star Chamber \ you may imagine^ per- 
haps, thefe meetings were upon the affairs of the nation^ upon the fitua- 
fion of Q)rfica, upon the difmiffion of general Amherft, or upon meafuies 
to be taken with the Americans* No, Sir, none of thefe things hjve 
been the objeft in view; they have been confulting how to enflavc 

England, they have bribed feveral m rs of p 1 (as they did^ 

before the cledion, half the freeholders of England), in order to get u 

ftrong party in the H e of G ns ; the firft bufinefs in that great 

aflembly, will be, the expulfion of a certain celebrated commoner \ and 
you may depend they are almoft fure of k majority ; whatever is agreed 
on in the Star Chamber, will he immediately executed by the creatures of 
the court ; and who can tell but the next thing will be to reftrain the li- 
berty of the prels, a thing terrible to traitors and opprefFors ; ftiould that 
day ever come, but, oh ! heaven, avert it ; then will Britain (like Rome) 
the nurfe of heroes, the miftrefs of nations, the glory of empires, and the 
Iburce and pattern of virtue and knowledge, and indeed of ev^ry thing that 
is praife-worthy and valuable among men be fallen, fallen ten thoufand 
fathom deep in the abyfs of corruption ; no more of that public fpirit 
will appear, that rendered us amiable as well as terrible to the world ; 
pleafures will fucceed in the room of temperance, idlenefs will take place 
of the love of bufinefs, and private regard extinguifti that love of liber- 
ty and zeal which our anceftors ftiewed for the intereft of the pub- 
lic; luxury and pride will become fafhionable, all ranks and orders of 
men will try to outvie one another in pomp and expence, and when they 
have fpent their private patrimonies, they will endeavour to make reprilals 
upon the public, having before fold every thing elfe, will atlaft fell their 
country ; (I appeal to you Mr. North Briton, and the reft of my fellow 
countrymen, if England is not now almoft in this fituation). The pub- 
lic treafure will be divided amongft private men, new taxes will be laid 
upon the people to continue and lupport their extravagance; fucb condud 
in the great will foon caufe worfe murmurings (than at prefent), univerfal 
difcontent, and at laft civil wars, thoufands, tens of thoufands will fall a 
iacrifice to the ambition of a ^t'ify wvers of blood will run in the public 

ftreeti, 
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ftrcets, and prorcrij^tiofls and ftiaflacn^s will be cftecmed fport. and paftimc, 
till two thirds of the people will be deftroyed, and the reft made flavcs to 
the moll wicked and contemptible wretches of mankind. Thtis wtfl 
Britain, the greateft and nobleft ftate that ever adorned the worldly theatre, 
fall a Tiftim to ambition and faction, to bafe and unworthy men, to par- 
ricides and traitors. But let tis, oh ! my countrymen ! prevent, if poflible, 
before it be too late, this fatal cataftrophe : it is high time to reform the 
many corruptions and abufcs that have crept into the ftate; and that, is to 
be hoped, is eafily to be done, by dutiful remonftrances to the king and 
parliament. We have upon the throne the favourite of heaven, and the dar^ 
ling of all good men, who not only gives us full leave, but encourages 
and affifts us to fave ourfelves ; he does not, as fome weak princes among 
his predeceffors have, skrecn the guilty, fuffer their faults to be laid at his 
door, nor permit his authority to be proftituted to patronize criminak, or 
interpofe and ftand between his people's juft refentment, and the puniDi- 

ment of worthlefs favourites, of which fort of cattle he has — fo that 

it is our fault if we are not happy, great, and free : we owe tliat juftice «nd 
duty to our great benefador, as ftot ofily fairly and impartially to reprefent 
to him Out cirtumftances, and how we came into them, but to do all in 
our power to put the conftitution on a better foundation (and that it has 
been grofsly abufed and undermined, is but too apparent to the whole 
world), that he may have the honour of reigning over a free and happy 
people. 

That Englifhmen may fee how much the Romans valued liberty and 
detefted flavery, 1 here fetid you, in Englifti, that glorious letter wrote by 
Brutus, iipon Liberty, with a view of infpirihg my coihitrymen with the 
fame greatnefs of foul, and to give them an abhorrence of tyranny. It wa« 
wrote irpoft this occafion, Odavius Qefar, afterwards called Aiiguftua, hav- 
ing defeuttfd Mark Attthcyny before Modena, and by that means rtifed the 
fiege 6f th^ phcfe, begarfi to conceive higher defigns than he had yet 
fhewn; ht had hitherto declared f6r the cohirhonwcalt'h^ and feemed to 
i^ fot it, the ffenate having, by the pcrfuirion of Cicero, trufted him with 
am artny ; bat, after this victory o^er Aiitliony, he fet up for himfelf^ and 
to meditate the revefige of his Urlcle, and father by adoption^ Julius C^far: 
and frrrally tb paVe himfelf ^Way to abfolute monarchy. He knew well 
that Bmttis and Caflks, would ilcver, while they lived, fuffer him to 
poflTefs what they would not fuffer the firft Cecfar to enjoy ^ and therefore, 
to focceed. his ancle, he muft deftroy them. But Cicero, who equally 
loved and admired Bfutus, and pretended to great power over the mind of 
the ymmg C^far, nndertook to tvfite to him in favour of the patrons of 
Liberty, who flew his uncle, to obtain their pardon, efpecially a pardon 
fbr Brutu)5 ; that he might retutn to Rome, and be there in ftfety ; this 
letter of Cicftro's contained in it alfd thanks to Oclavius, for his fervices 
to the Republic ; and was entirely unknown to Brutus ; but being in- 
formed of it by Atticus, he took extreme offence at this fiep of Cicero\ 
Which feeihed to him a Confeffion of fovereignty in Oftavius, by not ooty 
dwning him matter of the lives of the Romans in general, but of his too, 
who was the deliverer 6f the Romans, and fcorned to owe his life to OAa- 
vluS. Brutoshad atiothet fpifit, and other views ; he remembered the bold 
dnd free wofds of the great Cato, his uncle, whofe friends ofifcred to pro- 
tnnre ftnr him the mercy 6f Cxfar.— No, Gentlemen, fays Cato, '' I Icorn to 
'* bt beholden to tyranny. I am as free as Casfar. and fiiall I owe my 
^* hft to hitti who has not right even to my fubmiuion?" Brutus found 
ttafan to refent that Cicero fliould, without his knowledge, thus treat him 
« a criminal, and Csblar as a fovereign, by begging of him mercy for 
Btutus ; that refentment gave occafion tp this letter, which £heWs him to 
hirt been animated by a moft fublime and glorious fpirit of virtue aad li*- 
betty, arid iSi fo ftrohg that his eloquence mutt have been great m hi» 
ibul ; afid yet that great foul was not fo dear to him as his liberty. 

BRU. 
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BRUTUS to, CICERO. 

<^ I hare feen, by the favour of Atticus, that part which concerns me in 
your letter to Oftavius, the affedkion you there exprefs for my perfon, and 
the pains you take for tny fafety are great ; but they give me no new joy ; 
your kind offices are become as habitual for me to receive, as for you to 
bcftow ; and by your daily words and aft ions on my behalf, I have daily 
inftances of your generous regard for myfelf and my reputation. How- 
ever, all this hinders not that the abovementioned articles of your letters 
to Oftavius, pierced me with as fenfible a grief as my foul is capable of 
feeling, in thanking him for his fervices to the Republic; you have chofen 
a ftile, which fhews fuch lownefsand fubmiffion, as do but too clearly de- 
clare, that you have ftill a mafter, and that the old tyranny which we 
tbought deitroyed, is revived in a new tyrant. What (hall I fay to you upon 
this fad head ? [am covered with confufion. for your (hameful condition, 
but you have brought it upon yourfelf ; and I cannot help fhewing you to 
yourfelf in this wretched circumftance. 

" You have petitioned Odlavius to have.mercy upon me, and to fave my 
life: in this you intend my good, but fought my mifery, and a lot worfe 
than death, l3y faving me from it ; fince there is no kind of death but is 
more eligible to me, than a life fo faved. Be fo good to recoUeft a little 
the terms of your letter, and having weighed them as you ought; caa 
you deny that they are conceived in the low ftiie of an humble petition 
from a flave to his haughty lord, from a £ubjc6l to a king ? Yet tell Oc- 
tavius, that you have a requcft to make him, and humbly hope he will 
pleafe gracionfly to grant ic ; namely, to fave thofe citizens who are ef- 
teemed by riien of condition, and beloved by the people of Rome. Hiis 
is your honourable requefi, but what if he Ihould not grant it, but Tefiafc 
to fave us, can we be faved by no other expedient ? Certainly deftruftioa 
ittclf is preferable to life by his favour. 

** 1 am not, however, fo defponding, as to imagine that heaven is offend- 
ed with the Roman people, or fo bent upon their ruin, that yon ihould 
thus chufe in your prayers, to apply rather to 0<5tavius than to the im- 
mortal gods, for tne prefervation ^ I do not fay of the deliverers of the 
whole earth, but even for the prefervation of the Roman citizctts. This 
is a high tone to talk in, but I have pleafure in it ; it becomes me to fte*r 
that I fcorn to pray to thofe whom I foorn to fear. Has ^n Oftavius 
power tb five us, or deftrOy us? And while you thus own him to be a 
tyrant, can you ytt own yourfelf his friend, and wlute you are mine, can 
you defire to fee me in Rome, and at the mercy of an ufurper ? And yet, 
that this would be the cafe, you avow, by imploring from a giddy boy, 
my permifiion to return. You hav^ rendered him" a world of thanks, and 
Hiding him many compliments ; pray how come they to be due to him, 
if he yet wants to be petitioned for our liveis, ind if our liberty depends 
npon his ftifFerance ? Are we bound to think it a condefcenfion in Oftavius, 
that he chufes ti^fe our petitions, ftiOuld rather be made to him than to 
Anthony ? And are not hlch low fupplications the proper addreffes to a 
tyrant 5 and yet fliall we, who boldly deftroyed one, be evtt brought 
bafdy to fupplicate another ? And can we who are the delivers <rf the 
commonwealtn, defcend to ask whit no man ought to have it in his 
power to give. Confidef the moulmfal efftcfts of that dread and defpon- 
dency of yours^ in Cur public ftruggles ; in which, however, you have too 
many to keep you in countenance -, the commonwealth has been loft, be- 
csAfe it has been given for loft. Hence Casfar was firft infpired with the 
bft <rf dominion ; henc* Mark Anthony, not terrified by the doom of the 
tyrant, pants and hurries on to fucceed him in his tyranny ; and hence 
•this 0£tavkis, this green ufurper, is ftarted into fuch a pitch of power, 
that the chiefs of the commonwealth, and the faviours of their country 
nmft depend for their breath upon his pleafure. — Yes, We muft owe our 
liws to the merely of a minor, foftcjied by th? prayfers of aged fenators. 

Alas! 
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Alas ! we are no longer Romans, if we were the virtuous fpirit of liberty, 
would have been an eafy overmatch for the traiterous attempts of the 
worft of all men grafping after tyranny, nor would even Mark Anthony, 
the ra(h and enterprizing Mark Anthony, have been fo fond of Cafars 
power, as frightened by Caefar's fate. Remember the important charafter 
you fuftain, and the great poll you have filled y you are a fenatorof Rome, 
m\d you have been conful of Rome ; you have defeated confpiracies, and 
dertroyed confpirators ; is not Rome llill as dear to you as (he was ? Or is 
your courage and vigilance lefs ? And is not the occafion greater? Or 
could you fupprefs gi^at traitors, and yet tolerate greater ? Recolle£l what 
you ought to do, by what you have done. Whence proceeded your en- 
mity to Anthony ? Was it not that he had an enmity t3 liberty, load 
fcized violently on the public, afilimed the difpofal of life and death into 
his own- hands, and fee up for the folc fovereign of all men ? Were not 
thefe the reafons of your enmity, and of your advice to combat violence by 
violence, and to kill him rather than fubmit to him ? All this was well. 
•But why muft refillance be dropped, when there is a freih call for refif- 
tance ? Has your courage failed you, or was it not permitted to Anthony 
to enflave you, but another may ? As if the nature of fervitude was 
changed by changing names and pcrfons. No — we do not difpute the qua- 
lifications of a maftcr, we will have no mafter. It is certain, under An- 
thony, we might have gone large (hares with him in the adminiftration of 
defpotic power, we might have divided its dignities, and ihone in its 
trappings ; he would have received us gracioufly, and met us half way. 
He knew that our concurrence or acquiefcence would have confirmed him 
monarch of Rome; and at what price would he not have purchafcd either? 
But all his arts, all his temptations, and all his offers were rejected; liberty was 
our purpofc^ and virtue our rule ; our views were honeft and univerfal, 
our country and the caufe of mankind. With Ocflavius himfelf, there is 
fi 11 a way open for an accommodation, if we chofe it, as eager as the name 
of Caefar has made that raw ftickler for empire, to deftroy thofe who de- 
ftroyed Caefar ; yet doubtlefs he would give us good articles to gain our 
confent to that power to which he afpires*, and to which, I fear, he will 
arrive ; alas ! what is there to hinder him ? While we only attend to the 
love of life, and the impulfes of ambition, while we can purchafe ports 
and dignities with the price of liberty, and think danger more dreadful 
than flavery ; what rerriains to fave us, what was the end of our. killing 

the tyrant, but to be free from tyranny-. a ridiculous motive, and an 

empty exploit, if our flavery furvives him. — ^Oh! who is it that makes li- 
berty his care ? Liberty, which ought to be the care of all men, as it is 
the benefit and bleffing of all ; for me, rather than give it up, I will (land 
fingle in its defence ; I cannot loofe but with my life, my refolution to 
mamtain in freedom my country, which I have fet free; I have deftroyed 
a veteran tyrant, and fhall I fufFer, in a raw youth his heir, a power to 
controul the fenat^, fuperfede the laws, and put chains on Rome ? A 
power \yhich no perfonal favours, nor even the ties of blood, would even 
landtify to me a power which I could not bear in Caefar; nor if my father 
had ufurped ir, could I have borne him. Your petition to O^vius is a 
confeflion, that, we cannot enjoy the liberty of Rome without his leave; 
and can you dream that other citizens are free, where we could 
not live free ? Be fides having made your requefl, how is it to be fulfilled, 
you beg him to give us our lives, and what if he does? Are we therefore 
I'afe, becaufe we live; is there any fafety without liberty, or rather can 
we poorly live, having lofl it, and with it our honour and glory ; is 
there any fecurity in living at Rome, when Rome is no longer free, that 
city, great as it is, having no fecurity of her own, can give me none. — 
No, I will owe mine to my refolution and my fword ; I cannot enjoy 
life at the mercy of another; Caefar's death alone afcertained my libcrtv 
to me^ which before was precarious j I took him to be fafe. This is a 

Roman 
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Roimai fpiriC) and whctlwrfocvcr i carry it^ cvtry I>lac€ wHl^be fUXM 
to me, who ata Rx»iati ^enough to prefer every evil to drains aiwi mi^any, , 
which to * Rom&h we the higheft of all evils. I thought we had been 
rcleafed from thefe mighty evih by the death of him wIk) brought them 
lipon U6, but it fi^tms we are not, clfe why a fervile petition to a youth, 
Ing with the name and the amhition of Csefar, for mercy to the patriots 
who generoHfly avenged their'country upon that tyrant, and cleared the 
world of his tyraiifty ? It wa5 not thus in the commonweakhs of Greece, 
where the children of tyrants faffered, equally with their fathers, the pu- 
niOiment of tyranny. 

Can I then have any appetite to fee Rome, or can Rome be faid to be 
Rome ; wehaveflainour ^rant, we have reftored our ancient liberty; but 
they are favours thrown away ; fhe is made free in fpite of hcrfclf, and 
though ihe has {ttn a great and terrible tyrant bereft of his grandeur and 
his life, by a few of her citizens, yet bafely defponding of her own 
ftrength, Ihe impotently dreads the name of a dead tyrant, revived in 
the perfon of a ftripling- No more of your petitions to your young 
C^efar on my behalf^ nor if you are wife on your own, you have iK^t ma- 
ny years to live ; do not be Ihtwing t>bat you over-rate the (bort remains 
of an howouraWe life, by making prapofterons and difhonoutable court 
to a bay. iTake care, that by this conduct, you do not eclipfe the luftfc of 
all ytKir g^rnotis aftiows Hgoinft hlwck Anthony^ do not turn your gWy 
into tepfofloh^ by givrng the malicious a handle to fay that felt-love wafe 
^e fole motive of y out hitterriiefs tohim ; ai^d that had ycm not dreaded bim, 
ycm would not have oppofed hiln^ and yet will thcjr.not fay this, if they 
(^ tiat, havingdcckned ^'aragainft Anthony, you^ notwithftandii^^ 46ave 
*^ ted liberty at the mercy of 0<flaviu8, and tolerate in him all the power 
'^ftfch ihe other claimed ; they will fay that you ate not againft ha\4ng 
i /n^Aer^ only you would not have Anthony for a mafter. 

I will approve your praifes given to Oftavius, for his behaviour -thus fiii^ 

it is ii^deed 3p«ife wofthy, ptovided his only intention has bccft to ^U 

^ovrrx the tyranny <>fAi«iiony,^thouteltebKflwng a tyranny of bis owft* 

Bat if jQn ire of opinion that Oftavim is tnfiich afituatioftof powerj-that 

^ fe nte<«flkry to 4j^>roach him with humble fuppticsiioils to favc our lives, 

^^^ ^*St 'k is mcdiSstcf to ipproaich hifti with huSabk^fiipplicatJions to feve 

*^ Kv«, and tfefit it is coovcwicnt he fiioold be trailed with this ^ower^ 

^ ^tW only fay tmft you KJft the idward of hi^ merits Tar abc^ve his merits, I 

^ftwaght all his fervices weie fervicefe donie to the RcjfcrWic ; but yoii hav* 

tOftfenfcd 135)0*1 him ttett (ihfoiatc and itipcrial powet whidh he pretended 

tOttfeovttr to tlie RtpoMic. If in vow judgement Oftavius Iwis earned 

ftch Ixurds, and recoftmonceis, for making war tgainft Anthony's tyranny, 

which was aaif the <cffeds and retmihs JdF-G©f^s tyranny: to what diJP- 

tindiofis, to what rewards would you mtitle tbofe who •exterminated with 

Cfefar, tlrt tyranny of CaK&r, for ^vfeich they felt the bkffiiigs and bounty 

of the Romati peopte ? Has this n^ver ^htired into your thoughts ? Behold 

here how cSfeduaMy the terror of 'evils tb come^ extii^t»fl^6 in the mindS 

ef men ail iitopreficms bf benefits rcfccivod ; Geiar is dead, and will never 

return to fliacfcle t)rfti^*t?en the city x)f Rome, fo hfe is no -more thought 

Df ^ not are they, Svho delivered this dty fpom ' — « ; biit Ahfihony 

b ftiil alrw^ and ftill in arms, atid Ml terrifies ; etnd fo Oftavius is adoi^e^ 

•who beat Anthony. Hence it it, that OftaVius is bBeoB*e of fiich potent 

TOnfequence^ that from Iris mouth the Roman people muft €%ipc& our 

aoMJi,^ the doom of their delivcajeirsij -and hence it is too^ that we (thofc 

AAVdrcra) are of fodi humble confequence^ that fee muft be fii^plicated td 

girt «s OBT KVes. As, I feid, I have a fe^, *nd 1 have a fwo5rd ^ and ant 

Mil en^emy to fooh abjed fopplkations ^ fo grea« an enemy^ that I deteft 

thpf^ tlutt ufe them, aiSd am an atdwed foe to him that ^^ds themi I 

A«fl -at khft be for away ftomthe odious ceftftpftny 6f ikves.) and whcre*- 

^^« t find liberty, there I will &>d Aom^. AtA Ibf you that ftg^ 
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behind, who not fatiated with many years and many honours^ can hdiold 
liberty extind, and virtue ^ith us in exile, and yet are not fick of a wretch- 
ed and precarious life ; I heartiljr pity you. For mjrfelf, whofc foul has 
never ebbed from its conftant principles, I fhall ever be happy in the con- 
ftioufnefs of my virtue ; owing nothing to my country, towards which 1 
have faithfully difcharged my duty; I Ihall poflefs my mind in peace, 
and find the reward of well-doing in the fatisfo£lion ot having done it; 
what greater pleafures does the world afibrd, than to defpife the flippery 
uncertainties of life, and to value that only which is valuable, private vir- 
tue, and public liberty ; that liberty which is the bleffing, and ought to 
be the birth-right of all mankind. But ftill I will never fink with thofe 
who are already falling • I will never yield with thofe who have a niind 
to fubmit; lam refolved to be always firm and independent, I will try all 
expedients; 1 will exert my utmoft proweis^to baniih fervitiide, and fee 
my country intirely free ; if fortune favours me as (lie ought, the blef- 
fing and joy will be every man's ; but if {he fails me, and my beft endea- 
vours are thrown away, yet ft:ill I will rejoice fingle ; and (o far be too 
hard for fortune. Wha£ in fhort can my life be better laid out in, than 
in continual fchemes and repeated eflforts for the common liberty of my 
country. As to your part in this crifis, my dear Cicero, it is my ftrongelt 
advice and requeft to you, not to defert yourftlf, do not diftruft your abi- 
lity, and your ability will not difappoint you; believe you can remedy our 
heavy evils, and you will remedy them ; our miferies want no increafe j 
prevent therefore by your vigilance any new acceflion. 

Formerly in quality of conful, you defeated with great boldnefs and 
warmth for liberty, or formidable confpiracy againft Rome, and faved 
the commonwealth ; and what you did then s^^inft Cataline, you do ftill 
againft Anthony. Thefe aftions of yours have raifed your reputation 
high, and fpread it far; but it will be all tarniflied or loft, if you do not 
continue to (hew an equal firmnefs upon as great an occafion ; let this 
render all the parts, of your life equal, and fecure immortality to that 
glory of yours, which Ought to be immortal. From thofe, who like you,, 
have performed great aftions, as great, or greater are expefted, by (hew- 
ing that they can ferve the public, they make themfelves its debtors, and 
and it is apt to exadl ftrift payment, and to ufe them feverely if they do 
not pay ; but from thofe who have performed no fuch aftions, we expeft 
none. This is the difference betwixt unknown talents and of thofe which 
have been tried; and the condition of the latter is no doubt the harder. 
Hence it is that, tho' in making head againft Anthony, you merited and 
received gre^t and juft praifes, yet you have gained no new admiration ; 
by fo doing, you only continued, like a worthy confular; the known cha- 
rafter of a gi^eat and able conful, but now at laft you begin to facrifice 
your principles, and truckle to one as bad as him; if you abate ever fo 
little in that vigour of mind, and that fteady courage, by which you ex- 
pelled him front the fenate, and drove him out of Rome, youwill never 
reap another bar veft of glory, whatever you may defer ve; and even your 
paft laurels will wither, and your paft renown be forgot. There is no- 
thing great or noble in events^ which are the fruit of paftion or chance • 
true fame refults only from the fteady perfeverance of reafon in the paths 
and purfuits of virtue. The care therefore of the commonwealth, and 
the defence 'of her liberties belong to you above all men, bccaufe you 
Tiave done more than all men for liberty and the commonwealth ; your 
great abilities, your known zeal, your famous aftions, with the united 
call and expedtation of all men, are your motives in this affair^ would you 
have greater? You are not therefore to fupnlicate Odavius for our fafiety ; 
do a braver thing, owe it to your own magnanimity; rouze the Roman 
genius^ within you, and confider that this great and free city^ which you 
more than once faved, will always be great and free, provided her people 
do notWant worthy chiefs to refift ufurpation, and exterminate traitors. 

' L O NDON : Printed lorT. PEAT, No. 22, near St. Dunltan's Church, t lect-Strect ; where 
Letters to the Author of the Extraordinary North Briton (Pod paid) will be received. 
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prepare them to expe^ the ble^d 
I. The laft parliiln^t of tSreit Bri- 
LilUlanimous and intoniifteAt alTembljr. 
for many years ; tenailty was their 
itions created a migodty in that ire^ 
re of a peace patched up in a hurry> 
aitfc of many cviU, too vTell fcnown^ 

1 enumerating here : this, gentlemen^ 
^ and the dreadful confequences of aa 
ignorance, precipitation, and cornip- 
i has been accomplifiiedt It is, there** 
ily incumbent upon you, to enquire 
nt national evils, and to exemplarily 
ousht them upon Us^ let their heads 
Ltedto their country, be fixed upon., 
md terror to future traitors ; ahd all 
tiereafter for pecuniary confiderations 
jir country, and let their eftates aHb, 
be applied towards paying bff thena- 
xkcts, and gold fiiuff boxes, with tlic 
pi£lure fet m diamonds, all cxpofed to 
ifpofc. It is you, gtritlemen, wh6 
hefe things : alfo into the caufe of the 
\c civil lift, now upwards of fix hun- 
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drcd thoufand pounds in debt.; and4ikcwifc into the mifapplica- 
tion of ail public monies from the treafury and exchequer, of which 
there is too muchireafon to believe many thoirfands have been ex- 
pended to vile purpofe. * . . 
Remetobcr, gentlemen, you have now the political power of all 
the commons of Great Britain, delegated to you ; I am fure you arc 
too virtuous to make any other than an honeft ufe of it, by 
which you will alfo have at your command their natural power 
too, that is, you will have their thanks, their wiihes, their prayers,' 
;vand their ^iries, to ferye your king and country. This is qertrinly 
the greateft txuft that can be committed by men to one another 
(and the betraying it is the greateft treafon) and contains in it ill 
that is valuable here on earth, the lives, the properties, the liber- 
ties of your countrymen, and in a great meafore of all Europe ; 
: but remember this, ye wife, grave and virtuous fenators, that this 
, great truft is not given to you for your own fakes, but for the pro- 
tedion, fecurity, and happinefi of thofe you rcprefent ; and you 
are accountable to your own confciences, and to the high tribunal 
of heaven for the juft execution of this great authority ; befides 
the appl^ufeiind bkffings of millions of people that will attead- 
the faithful difcharge of your duty, and the deteftation, reproaches, 
itid curfes,and other worle confequencts which ought to purfue cor- 
fuptiort and bribery, and which I hope you will never <iefervc.. 
Reifiemtler, gentlemen, you have the pureft religion in the world, 
to cherifh and fupport theintereft, reputation, and fecurity of the 
beft of princes to guard and defend ; you have a great and popu- 
J[ous nation, abounding with men of underftanding, intregrity, and 
r<ourage,* imploring your affiftance, whom you are obliged by all 
rtie ties of giratitude,juftice, and generofity, by all the laws of God 
and man, to proteft and preferye. A people loaded with debts, 
^enervated by war, and plundered by mifcreants, at this time juft 
P ready utb iin|c under thole burdens, unlefs they receive immediate 
help fromjoiir hands. Here is a fcene of glory, an opportunity 
put into your hands by gracious heaven, to exercife your virtue^, 
and to obtain a reputation £br above the tinfel triumphs of imagi- 
nary herpes. Menjcould not ask more of providence, nor could 
providence beftow more upon mortal men, tihan to fet them at the 
head of a corrupted and almoft undone people ; I. cannot doubt , 
but thefe ftrong and forcible motives will call up all your virtue^ . 
generofity, and public fpi.rit, and infpire you wich refolutions to 
uplift our gracious fovcrcign in redreffing ,all our grievances, and in . 
making us once more a^reat and happy people; it is in your 
plower to do fo^ and froni*your endeavours we exped it. Every 
man whom you reprefent has an undoubted right to apply to, and 
^ to petition you for protedion and redrefs, and with modefty to 
.jCpmpUift of his own, or * bis country's fufferirigsj by virtue of 

;?'^^ tl)i« 
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diis right I addrefs you in my own behalf, and in the behalf of 
millions of my fellow fubjefts who are to receive their prefervation 
and happinefs fix)m your breath ; your own peronal fecurity too 
18 blended with theirs, fo that you can make no laws, countenance 
no corruptions, nor bring or fuffer any mifchiefs upon your coun- 
try ; but what muft fall upon yourfclves and your pofterity, and 
for thefc reafons, as well as from your known principles of honour 
and virtue ; I am firmly perfu:ded you will ad for your own and 
the public intereft. We know in former reigns the people of Eng* 
land found no real fecUrity in the number of their reprefentatives, 
what with the crowd of offices in the gift of the crown, which 
were poflefled by men of ro other merit, nor held by any other 
tenure, than meekly a capacity to get into the houfe of commons, 
and the diflervice they could and would do their country there, 
what with the promifes and expectations give:i to others, who by 
court influence, and often by court money, carried their eleftions 
by artful carefles j dnd the familiar and artful addrefles of great 
men to weak men, by luxurious dinners and rivers of Burgundy 
Cham pain, and tokay, thrown down the throats of gluttons ^ and 
what with penfiohs and other perfonal gratifications beftowed, 
where wind and fmoak would not pafs for current coin ; what 
, with party, wat:h -words, and imaginary ter orsfpread amongft 
the drunken fquires, and the deluded and enthufiaftic bigots of 
dreadfiil defigns in embrio, to blow up the church and the prote- 
ftant intereft ; and fometimes with the dread of mighty invafions 
juft ready to break upon us from the man in the moon. I fay by 
all thefe corrupt arts, the reprefentativcs of the Englifti people in 
former reigrts, have been brought to betray the people, and tojoia 
with their oppreflbrs ; but we have none of thefe things to fear 
from you, gen lem^n, who have all carri.d your elcftions in an in- 
dependent and difinterefted manner; the miniftry have not in- 
fluenced one elector in favour of any reprefentative ; and we reft 
perfeftly fatisfied that you w^d feverely punifti thole who have- 
oppreffed us, inftead of joining them to opprcfs us ftill more. 

Let m- intreat you, gentlemen, to view the difmal and melan- 
choUy Iccne before your eyes, behold but a few years fince a 
powerfiil nation engaged in an cxpenfive, yet fuccefsful war, for 
defence of their own and the liberties of all Europe, which might 
.have been carried on with Icfs monty, and without leafving us one 
penny in debt ; a nation almoft undone by the vile and delpicable 
arts of a court minion, combining with others from whom we ex- 
peded prefervation, and now loaded with numerous taxes; their 
trade loaded with various and burthenfome duties, or roenacled 
with cxclufive companies, and almoft one hundred and fifty mil- 
lions in debt, unable to contend even with fmall powers without 
jevery year encrcafing uur burthens j and no cffedual method ever 

yet 
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* yet taken to pay then off or Icffcn them. I am perfuaded none 

t)f you, gentlemen, can imagine that neighbouring nations will fit 

^ ftill and not take advantage of our weaknefs ; and fufFer me to tell 

you there is butone remedy at hand, and that is^ unlefs efFedual 

and fpeedy methods arc taken to leflen the public expence to cut 

off all exorbitant fees, penfions, and unneceflary falaries to cn- 

-courage trade, regulate our finances, and all defefts in the admi- 

niftration ; and by fuch means faye all that can be faved, and ap-* 

•ply it to thedifcharge.of the public burthens. Remember, gen- 

•tlemcn, corruption like all other things has its bouijds, and muft 

at laft deftroy itfelf, or deftroy. every thing elfe ; we are already 

•/mortgaged frpm head to foot, there is fcarce anything that caa 
be taxed, that is not taxed; our veins have been opened and 

' edrained fo long that there is nothing left but the blood in our 
hearts; and yet everyday new occafions arife upon us which 
muft be fupf>lied out of exhaufted channels, or cannot be fupplied 

, at all. How can this be done, what has been raifed within the 
year, has not been fufficient to defray the c*pences of the year ; 
and can you in juftice to your fellow-fubjeds in time of full 
peace confent to new mortgage the kingdom to fupply the cur- 
rent fervice ; and if you can be prevailed upon to do it, how long 
do you think it can' laft; and what can be the conlcquencc of 
fuch credit? why, it muft make the payment defperate, and 

' whenever that happens to bs the cafe, what do you think will be 
the event, who do you think will have the fweepings? do you 
oelieve thpfc who brought thofe misfortunes upon us will pay the 
Teckoning at laft, or fave themfelves, by endeavouring to com- 
pleat their wickednefs ? There is no way, gentlemen, to prevent 

- all thefe evils whidi threaten you and us, but by preventing or 

^ removing thecaufes of them ; and I doubt not but you will think 
k worthy your beft confiderations and moft vigorous endeavours to 

. do fo, rather than fuffer under and be undone by them. 

By dbing-this great fervice to your country, you will not only 

r confult your reputationv your own intcrefts, and .the ihterells of 

/:3thofe whom youircpreient; but in the moft efFedcual manner wilt 
ferve your princej by making him a glorious king, over an Ji^ppy, 
fatisfied, and dtitiffil people; it is your duty and intereft^too, to 
acquaint him with all npiifcarriages in the adminiftratioij, which 
you have frequent opportunities of knowing, and. which is next 
to impoflible- he ihould otherwife know.— r-Renjember, gentle- 
men, the happintfs or mifery, the fccurity or bankruptcy, the 
freedom or fervitude of this kingdom depends entirely upon 
you. — Liberty is almoft every wliere ; loft, iier foes are artful, 

f iwited, aiid diligent; her defenders few, difunited, and unaftive. 
And therefore we have feen great motions, free, happy, and in 

^ Jftve with.Jtheii: own conditions, 'firft made flaves by a handful 

• if 
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•of traitors, and -then JLcpt (b by a hanctful of fo1<liers; I mean in 
compariibn^ctf'thc|>eople, yet enough to keep them in chains. So 
that mcA aations for waat of this paiticular zeal in every man 
for hk :00iuitiy^ in which all men are comprized ; the public 
3i¥hich is every man's buiinefs, becomes iJmoft any man's prey. 
It was thus 4inder the firft triumvirate, when Pompey, Crajius^ 
.and Citfari throe citizens oiRome^ were, by theafliuance of Ro- 
man-armies, (haring out the Roman world among themfelves ; they 
|>rocured^the £m6tion of die people for this monftrous three head- 
ed tyranny^ by means that will always procure it^ fome they 
lx)ught, others they terrified, and all they deceived, corrupted, 
.and opprefled. The tribunes of the people who were the peo-r 
pie's reprefeQtatives, and Should have been their protcftors, they 
bribed, and the people were betrayed and fold by their tribunes ; 
€o that we often fee the very power given for protefkion, contains 
in it a fiifficieot power to deftroy, by which government fre- 
quently ftarts into oppreflion} and by no other means than watch- 
ing and refh^aining power is this deadful tranfition prevented. 
For this great purpofe we have parliaments, to whom our mini- 
jfters are accountable, and by whom the adminiftration is fup- 
ported, and its power and limits fixed. It is owing to this great 
.aflembly that we are not at this time groaning under the fame vile 
vafialage with the nations round about us. They like us had 
once parliaments, but in the room of parliaments, their gover- 
iiors have fubftituted armies, and consequently formed a military 
goverament without calling it fo. And it is eternally true that 
. a free parliament and a ftandingarmy are abfolutdy incompatibly 
and can never fubfiil together. 

By parliaments our liberty is preferved, and fiich as have the 
honour to fit in thofe anfemblies, accept of a facred and important 
truft; a duty which as it is faithfully or honeftly executed de- 
termines the fate of millions, and brings profpcrityor mifery up- 
on the nation. — Whatever has happened in former reigns, we 
have reafon to hope that none come now into parliament with an 
-execrable intention to carry to market a country that has trufted 
them with its all ; it would be ridiculous to throw away reafon 
upon fuch banditti, upon public enemies to human fociety. Men 
who would be worfe than cannibals^ that could fell and betray 
into fervitude their own countrymen, who truft them with the 
prote£Uon of their property and pcrfons- — Excufe me, gentlemen, 
if I intreat you to give a conftanr attendance upon your duty, and 
ROt alledgcas an apokgy which, Jfome have done, when a perni- 
cious queition has been carried, that you was not there i it is 
^our duty to be there, though fome have boafted they never voted 
.wrong, yet how often have they been but of the way when thev 
.ihould have voted right ? and is not this omiilaon of voting well 

equal 
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^^qualjtptb^ crime of totiag iU. Had 3rda4>een tfaeie it ttdgfbt 
^t,kai$ baencgn^i^ and pethops not trttcmpifled^ W^eicndW 
^tht^t4n.j^ penfipnory fpgi^%mj^c in Charles tht Ibecxttid's Khne^ lilfe 
ieffipn wafi j4^ay? r^wp ^nt ^o n todicnis leogdi, wi pi^j^f^ 
to ^tife^^necfU]^ ^i^^tl^ai(<iu$ iof town, except the ^trirft^ 
q^aiunresc^.tl^ cogft^ 3friK)^|ff$^aa padiaxneiit with ido ^Mber 
vitwtbap ^^p mabe ^jp^Hiyiy <]|fttAi^r,hQl^ pcmdples^ «hl «l> 
4-oi> the {hjiI^k: ior the f rofnife^^f jxaying i&9miwkh tboife ^whb 
hi him Cfu Wei^e 4i9:t rthe i^bbifevt xnemberG ia*£iMr«Me^^ It 
^efit ^'^rec^ for the ti;ea<^ery §i( thofe ^unc|i petrricid^ ^r 
S^ii?g ^k^^M opgpQfitMiiity tp ccmmtt it? Corifider, geatliq(H«i, 
^^extrat and the f^cedine^pf your truft, yo\ir country and ooq- 
ili^tipn are in your Mndf ; <>ne iuaj<iaft (m: ra0i law ttay ovtertiicli 
bpAftpinc 

I Q^\ conclude this pap^ wkh faying; diat the jfirft necdSai^ 

ftepr ia order to qv^t the ininds ot die people, and to reftoifc 

f pe{icctothisJ.ong divided ii^ion, divided by fietroudd^ bytbe 

mem jde^icable arts of a. court minion ; #nd to fliew your iseai in 

the cauiib of your eouiitry k sq kt Mn Witices u libmy t for the 

public wiU be h^bly diiplealed at eVely mjurk of oppreffitm. Mid 

fuid that of cpn^qg }}dm ^ ;» manifeft one. But if you^ geotle^ 

xnen^ for priv^ reafon^, my perhaps powerful reafons^ o t '^- ">' ■ "■ ■■ 

rea^Qos, <}TOfdd not chWi^ to demand your member^ then let 

mf adc^oti^ fenpufly> ivhac is moft culpable^ amdmoft deierv^ 

ing of punii^Httient. Mr. Wilkes, who lik eiu ■ * (tho^ not 

^ib bad) has f>e(^a ifQtnpral through mdifcKUon, or thofe who per« 

^^^cuted and robbed hip), ^d ithcy who defend and fupport fiich 

,:, meaiures, coniidcr it concerns your own privileges and digni^ j 

^u^A by dqipg this ypij will provis to the world we arc not tojje 



. >Hi ' f 



"t^yii Xnmi and Sold by the A vtho« at ¥Io. ^^^ oppblee |}^lliiMm Oar<kT>, ' in H<6l- 
1^, Where ^n the Ntiiftb^rs ttay b^ Im^ fefcf«ic> ^Tthieffft Tl^:e«qr ftkche^W 
Wde Pa^cr, rricc ^ Pemc* .. ' 
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hottghtt upon the liature ^nd pow6r 

d am, ' 

jrour very humble fcf^rint, • 

Engla^ ftf^the reprefetftijitrfe* (tfd^ 
dred and fift]r'^$ht men are mtrafted 
, properties, arul privileges of millions. 
3r the public goo4* &ould at^ny time^ 
honour aod legal prerogafivfes of thfc 
onftiCucmts, and the people, "foe rendef- 
nt on his minifl:er,.fleedng the miUiom 
nd betraying their countrymen to i«r-. 
cws } can t!ie people of this land, thfc 
jrftanding, lotei^ of their country, bfe 
fuch pernicious proceedinga, or I their 
ining thpfe hearts within, which fleep 
tteir country's danger. I know it has 
fmail induftryi that the parliament- a^'a 
t to make what laws it pleafes^ a/hi th<t 
people^ once <*kfted,'*are accountable to 
ig$ ) what can be a more fatal infinu^ 
iflimaa than this, if it fhould evfer find 
ind. Man ffom the very natute of his 
ofed to delegate a right xxi his rtpf e&ft- 
>wn wel&re and felicity, much lefs a 

whole 
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whole nation to its own deftrufllon. Nequid detrimenti capiat 
^ejpublica^ is the condition of -his being chofen and appointed. 
It would therefore be an abfurdity to imagine that men can deli- 
gate a power of injuring themfelves to thofe who are elefted for 
the general welfare. We are inheritors of the conftituticn of this 
realm from our fathers, and are bound by all the ties of blood 
and juftice to deliver it entire to our fons, many yet unborn, or 
too young to bequeath power to the rcprefentatives of ttie nation, 
cannot juftly by their predcceilbrs be deprived of the moll valua- 
ble of all inneritance, their liberty. To fuppofe this, would oe an 
infult' upon humanity, and the fenfation of every honeft heart flies 
in the face of fuch aflertion ; yet fome infidious and informing 
emifiaries are eternally advancing fuch abfurdities in favour of a 
minifter, in oppofition to the glory of that king he pretends to 
revere, and the good of that people he afFefts to love. 

A parliament is by nature and the conditution cftabL*£hed, 
equally obliged with the prince upon the throne, not to vic^ate 
or exceed the meaiiires, which tend to the public welfare } it is 
therefore a heinous infuk on the common underftanding of this 
nation^ to a/Tert that (even millions of people, many of fuperior 
fcnfe, family, and property, to thofe who reprefent them, have 
impowered their guardians to fquander their pofleflions, convert 
the public revenue to private ufes and general deftruddon, and 
bind in miniflerial fetters the hands of thofe men, whofe freedonai 
they are ekfted to prefcrve. 4 

It is from the nature of our conftitution that a parliamenc 
exifts ^ can it be imagined then, that a part, dependent on the 
whole, can have a right to deftroy that very being from which it 
derives its exiftcnce; ought not that nation therefore which, un- 
remonftrating, permits her fervants to aflaflinate her, or runs on 
that Iword given into the hands of others for her proteftion ; tho* 
ihe does not ftab herfelf, to be deemed equally guilty of iliicide 
with men who commit that unnatural a<^. 

To aflcrt the contrary of this felf-evident truths is but to 
change thefaccof defpotifm, will not the abfolute power of kings, 
which was fo juftly complained of, and fo righteoufly oppofed 
before the revolution, be thus transferred from them to the par- 
liament; in this other view, tyranny has only changed the place 
of her abode. What power among men can be more arbitranr 
than that which can bind our hands in chains by laws which it 
enads according to its arbitnuy inclination^ and levies what mo- 
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o^ 4b pli&tfe ,OA our property unexamined^ unreproved, and un« 
cga<rcml«d. Thai parliaoicpt thea, inattentive to its charge; 
a^iuiji^rt to die cofifidenc^ rcpoied in them by their feUow-fub^ 
\g^^ {h$il proceed diametricaUy oppoAte to i^ir welfare, moft 
tn the eye of reaibn he conceived a» acting arbitrarily and ilk- 
p3ly^ 9«Hd violatiog the coAftitutixm by which it exiits. I kno^ 
it i$ tiie cuAom of tbofe who ppe{knie to defend the adminif^a- 
tioQy to atk» in oppofition to thofe who oomplain of the malrcbn-r. 
duft ot pabMc afaiis, whether we are not governed by laws legally 
ioftitutedy which may be aofNyered by asking, if any lavr can be 
^M to be l^ally inftituted, which is enaded by men chofcn con- 
tnury to law ? if bribery and corruption^ influencing thcf eiedions 
dfthe oadpnal lepoefentacives of this kingdom, are abfblutely con^ 
trary to the eftabliihed laws of this realm ; can then the member 
choten by means of corrupt influence and perjury, in dircft oppofi* 
tx9n te IJK kgiilature^be legally endowed with a power to make 
UwBp And wm difobedience to thdie laws n^e by teen who have 
U» j^eftcd apntsovf to the e^^Mhed ruks of the Englifti con* 
^tDtk>n9 i)e a jBie^ter breach q( the legiflative power, than tha^: 
which thfwk^K^tfDis committed in proporing their eledions. The 
^iillunalineaiMi made ni^ of to get into paiikment, tho^ they ma^ 
seyer hs openly proved agaiofk the tranf^eflbcs; a^e they^ 
% thft rodbn^ the k& true ii% the iqppartial eye of iuftice. 
j^)d 119 one fmm the poft»boy that guides a poftchaife oa the 
PM^ 1» )^ that mifguidea his king and ^puntry in the admtni-* 
i^^on, 11 ^Qonuit of this tmtti^ that &a«8 in parliament have 
bew. <dpt»mtd by bribery and comiptioa it is the eommiffion of 
tbr aftiQU aod not the conviftipii of the judge and jury wj^eh con* 
ft^^Htfs ^e crime in all who dare to violate the law^ of their 
tfoiiftfry. I will now from puBe, induij^eaces to the diflblute, op- 
pci^ t^ greateft of all contiadidions that men illegally chofe, 
Stfe y^ law£iUy aothorized to eonftitiite and appoint laws for the 
gp^d ga?ernoiciit of a kingdom ; does it dience follow, titeit they* 
we endow^ with authori^ to make a^ dia»etrieaily oppofite to 
tbr pubbe wdfeiic* 

If «p fift is once pafled th^ houfe of commons, does it tiience 
follow that it muft be abfolutcly complied with without com- 
jilf^nt or MsCioQilrancey efpecially if it contain conditions deftruc- 
^f^ t9 ftU thtt is valuable afldongit men : are the laws of Englaqd 
liJbf l;ba& 9f the M^des and Ferfians, to remain uaakerable ije- 
«w^ th«y «re made? 

Tilfo^h this their argument, the fallacy manifeftly appear, or 
it mi^ be gnuite(i.that Engliihmen (^ aU die people of Europe 
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are particularly doomed to flavery. How can the efFeminatc da(^ 
tards of the laft more effedually exprefs the abjeft ftate of thdr 
exiftence, than by tamely complying with whatever is ordainc<i 
them. It is the unmanly yielding to this ignominious impofition, 
which confirms the condition of flavery, and not the fcource firom^ 
whence it proceeds ; the ads of an Englifli parliament,^ whenever 
they Ihall be arbitrary, and the defpotic mandates or a Perfian 
fopbt\' are equally tyrannical, notwithftanding the firft may feem 
to be the voice of more than five hundred, and the latter of one 
man. 1 fay, feems, becaufe it may happen, that a minifter may 
didate as defpotically as ^fopbi^ and the voice of more than three 
hundred members be no more than the reverberation. of as many 
echoes, frotm a place formtd vi^l^ the power of multiplying one 
found equal to that number, . : 

Law« may become the moft. tyrannical of all oppreffion, even 
jnore to be dreaded than the defpotifm of kings ; for which rcafon 
jevery good reprefentative of the people will with pleafure receive 
whatever can be oflfered for, or againft them, by his fellow-fub- 
jefts.. Kings, when they invade the liberties of their fubjefts 
are foon difcovered, the breach is vifible, the in-road felt, and 
the people fgcin alarmed, and on their guard to oppofe it; the 
the objed and the defign are open to theii fenfes, but lawsenaft- 
ed under the fandion of deliberate debate, bear the appearance of 
being inftituted with juftice, and according to the original defign 
of our happy conftitution; things conduded in this manner wear 
no open face of injuftice^ no external mark of arbitrary power ; 
the people deluded and deceived by the glare of this fpecious var- 
nifh,unaccuftomed toexamine things to the bottom, believe thofes 
^dsarejuftjbecaufe they are made by thnfewhofe duty it is toenad 
no other than the laws of truth and juftice. • I imagine then it 
will be allowed me, that laws, which violate the conilitution, 
create inequality in the courfc of diftributive juftice, pillage the 
many to enrich the few, alter the priminary difpofitions of 
human nature, facrifice the public good to private emoluments 
and Englilh property to foreign intercft, are fuch laws, as even a 
parliament legally chofen,can hardly have an authority to exad. 

If ever a parliament fliould be unconftitutionally eleded, and 
carry fuch laws into execution, will not this be double breach 
of the eftabliflied conftitution of England ; what will fuch men 
offer to their conftituents in favour of themfclves, or how will 
that minifter defend himfelf, who, though perhaps, without the 
fubtility of the ferpent may, like that reptile, transfufe his poifon 
thro' a houfc of comipons to the ruin of his natiye land? 
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Laws in a free ftate are the ftanding defence of the people ; 
by thefe alone they ought to be judged, and none enaded but 
fiich as arc impartially conceived ; the peer Ihould poffcfi no 
privilege deftruftive to the commoner, the layman obtain no fa- 
vour Avhich is denied the prieft, nor the necejQStous excluded from 
^hc juftice which is granted to the wealthy ; unlels thefe things 
are truly preferved, the laws which ihould defend the people's 
property, are like the body guards of a king corrupted^ the more 
to be dreaded, becaufe the liberties of the firft,as the life of the lat- 
ter^ are more immediately in their hands. 

When Charles the Firft prefumed to levy taxes on his lubje^ 
"orithout their confent, this defign was not oppofed by them, be- 
caufe it proceeded from the. king> but becaufe it was contrary to 
the conftitution, and illegal ; in like manner, whenever, a parlia- 
ment fliall enaft laws deftruftive of the public good, fuch proceed- 
ings will be equally contrary to the conftitution; if fuch tranfac- 
tions in a king are juftly denominated tyranny, tell me by what 
ilteans I ihall diftinguilh fimilar defigns, if ever they are found in 
a hoi^ of commons. 

If oppofing the arbitrarv efforts of a fovereign, were a^ of the 
moft heroic nature ; if paffive obedience to a crowned head be the 
height of flavery, learn from thence that oppofition to illegal 
proceedings in king or commons, is equally praife-worthy and 
virtuous ; without behaving in this manner, it muft be granted 
tbat refiftancc to the kings of old was perfonal pique, and not pa- 
triot juftice ; refentment againft the individual man, and not at 
indication of our juft rights; thus we fee that tyranny is the 
lame from whatever fourcc it fprings, and the arguments and 
truth which juftified our forefathers in oppofing the arbitrary pro- 
ceeding of one head though forrounded with a diadem, will fup* 
port us in the fame behaviour againft any Hydra — headed mini- 
fter, or hundred headed Briareus^ which may attempt to fcalc 
the heaven of our conftitution. 

I bive laid thus much to fliew you the nature and power of 
parii^ments to do good, they have and ought to have unlimited 
power; but their power to do evil, furcly ought to undergo fomc 
reftraint; whether they have a power to inftitute laws to the juin 
of their country, is a qucftion that never can rife; it can only be 
whether the laws pcopofcd arc in thcmfelyts pernicious or bene- 
ficial* 

Who- 
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WhccTcr tberefcOT flufl eadearour to firt: m a clear Kght the 
i^tility or deftru£kioa \Thtch may follow fiom a kw before it ig 
enaftcd, will undoubtedly be coafidered with a favourable eye j 
itnd though hie council be but a mite* added to the whole, tiic 
good*will and patrbt love with which it is oficrod, will render it 
not unacceptable to the higbeft wifdom. 

Thisj, perhaps> there may be occafion to do in a fluxt time when 
that happens i you Dpi^y depend Sir, if you jmblifli this, I ftiafl 
trouble you with my thoughts upon iiach laws as I find ate in agi^ 
tation in the houfe of commons, and will endeavour to let forth 
their good or ill confequenccs. 

Th« AUTHOR to the PCTBLIC. 

Laft Trhiity term the publifliers of Np; IV. were ferved with 
rules of court for felling tnat paper, which fo terrified them, par- 
ticularly Mr. Steare, thgt he could not be prevailed upon to con- 
tiniife the ^blication j I was, dierefope, under the neceffity of 
ptovidihg rifiyfelf with ahodber, which, with difficulty, I did f 
however," laft week, upon my afking him if he would publifh a 
letter, on the firft day of thi6 term, addrefled to the Bight Hon- 
ourable William Lord RJansfield, (which ww then juft ready for 
the prefs), Ti^decliried doing it j 1 was, therefore, a fccond time, 
under the difagreeable neceflity of either providing myfclf with ' 
one that would, or turn publiflier myfclf; the firft I found not 
poflible to effeft, I, therefor?, agreed for part of a (bop in Hoi- 
Dorn' for that purpofe; but Mbadav morning laft, loon after 
eight. Lord Mansfi^ld^s Tipp-ftaff came to the (hop, and begged 
ot rhe pcffon I had agreed with* for God*s fake (but I fisippofe , 
he meant for Lord Mansfield's falie) not to Jet them be fold, fcnr 
he fhould certainly be there (if he did) before ten with aj^dg^ 
warrant to* take him up } T, therefore, in this publicly manner, 
call upon his lordfliip'sTip-ftaiF, to know if he was fcnt by order 

ether he came df his own accord — ^till 
3e looked upon as a ftep takien by his 
iblicatioa, 

I ibid by my appotntm^eia^ ft No. 55J1" 
in Holborn, where all theNumbcrsw 

>n m^ be had< Or the Firft Twenty^ 

ice 45 Peace. K^ IV is included. 



THOR at No. f;^, oppofite Hatton Garden, in Hoi- 
may be had feparatCi or the firft Twcn^ ftitched in 
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liamcnt ; fo that the former will not even offer himfclf a candi- 
date, wlien he knows he is to be chofen but for three years ; and 
forefees that it will coft him a confideraWc fum of money : but the 
latter ro aft at any expence in money^ places, and preferments, 
in order to have a mojority of his friends chofen ; and the ihortcr 
the parliament, the Ids time he will liave to praft fc upon the 
members; therefore it will be more neceffary for him to bavc a 
majority at firft. There muft always be a purchafer at every elec- 
tion, where there is an oppofition to a court candidate ; and if 
we fuppofe the greater part of the eledors to be. venal .and cor^ 
nipt, the minifter will certainly be the higheft bidder, and con- 
iequently will fucceed at almoft every eleftion, where he thinks it 
neceflary to interfere ; by this means the adminiftration for the 
time iKfing, would always have more influence upon the choice of 
a triennial parliament. 

As to the place bill pafled by die commons in the year 1741, 
and rejeftcd by the lords, would have bad very little effc^, bc- 
<:aufe there were fo many exceptions in it^ that by incr^fiog the 
lifts of our admirals, generals^ commiffioners, king's coTmcil, ^cc« 
none of which are limited by law, nor were limited by the bill, 
the crown might notwithftanding its bdng iiafled intoa tow»hav^ 
ftill had a majority of placemen in the houfe of commons ; and, 
with regard to ele^dons, that bill could have had no effed at all ; 
for no placeman, or officer, was thereby excluded from voting 
andm'aking intereft ateledions. But even fuppofe a place billpafled 
into a law, without any exception, and that it extended io the 
<le£W>rs, as well as the eleAed ;- aad it enafifced diat no placeman 
or oS^cer that hdd a lucrative plaoe or office, during pleafurc, 
(hould be capable of having a feat in the hoafe of commons, or ox 
voting at any eleftion of members of parliament, or of the ma- 
giftrates of any city or borough ; and even fuppofe they were pro- 
hibited, under fevere penalties, as our excife officers are now, 
without edeft, to make intereft at any ekftion, could thi« pre- 
veiit corruption iij any cafe where there was no great danger of a 

\diIcovery, if the voters were in their natures venal and corrupt^ 
they would take money privately, or they would truft to the 
promifes of a minifter, or his agent ; which, for his own fake, 
he would perform to the utraoft of his power, or they would fti- 
pulate for places to their fons^ brothers, or other near relations ^ 
in fiiort, it h impoflible to prevent a man, of a corrupt heart, 
^from felling his vote ; for if you prevent it in one fhape, he will 
tell upon fome method to fell it in another; therefore fuch a bill 

^'^ihpuldbe iniitled, A bill for rendering corruption more fccret 

and 
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^s to the penfion bill, which has been fo often 
as often reje6led, it was propofed, that every 
Dufe of commons, (hould, at the time of his 
laths appointed by law, folemnly and {incerely 
d not diredtly or indiredly, any penfion during 
ly number of years, from the crown, or any of- 
n the whole, from the crown, held for him or 
any perfon whatfoever ; and that he would not 
>r take, diredlly, or indireftly, during the time 
ember of that parliament, any penfion during 
ly number of years, or any gratuity or reward 
\y office from the crown to be held for him or 
part or in the whole thereof by any perfon 
)ut lignifying the fame to thehoufe within four- 
had received or accepted the fame, if the par- 
I then fitting, or within fourteen days after the 
parliament. This, it niuft be granted, was a 
^et I cannot think with refpeft to any fecurity 
. ; the bill deferves one moment's confideratioh. 
eH think of muzzling a hungry maftifF with a 
binding a felfi(h and corrupt man by an oath, 
ircely a pofliibility of detefting and profecuting 
1 would have been the cafe with regard to this 
i into a law j the reports from the fecret com- 
as how fecret fervice money, as to the quantity 
vn is unconfined, may be iflued, and how it 
iiand to hand, fb as to render it as impoflible to 
fe, as that of a (hip in the fea. I am therefore 
lis bill would have been found altogether ineffec- 
j corruption in parliament ; and this we may be 
f by what fiow happens at every ele£tion, not- 
folemn oath appointed to be taken by the late 
g bribery and corruption at eleAions. By that 
5 obliged, if required, to fwear that he has not 
by himfelf, or any perfon whatfoever in truft 
s ufe and benefit, direftly or indiredly, any fum 
, office, place, or employment, gift, or reward, 
fecurity for any money, office, or employment, 
give his vote at that eledlion. This is the 
ow is often taken without fcruple or hefitatiori, 
en who, at that very time, have the corrupting 
in their pockets. Can we, in this age, expe(S 
:erity, or religion ijn the elefted, than we find 
5 to the former, a higher temptation may per-* 
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haps be requifite; but the fame felfifh and abandoned fpirit pre- 
vails too generally with both. Every one knows that all things 
formerly held facred, have long been the fcofF of courtiers and 
placemin^ even openly before their fervants, by which their li-» 
bertinifm has at laft been communicated to, and propagated 
. among the vulgar. From hence, I am led to believe, that if 
this bill had paflgd into a law, it would foon have been found to 
be no fence for our liberties or fecurity againft a corrupt depen- 
dency in parliament; it would have ferved only to add perjury 
to corruption; and by having the vice openly praflifed by the 
great, it would foon have been rendered faflii^nable ; fo that to 
itick at perjury, would in this country been thought . ridiculous, 
. as it is in fome countries to ftick at being guilty of a vice it would 
not be proper to name • fo prevalent is falhion againft .the moft 
undoubted principles or reafon and religion* 

Having, therefore, (hewn tha:t th? effe£t of every one of thefe 
bills, had they been pafFed into laws, would have been with re- 
,gard to the fecurity of our liberties, againft corruption, extremely 
precarious; I fhall next take notice of a very great defeft in 
• every one of them, which is that they related only to one branch 
vof our legiflature. Are our. liberties in no danger from corrup- 
^tion in the houfe of lords ? or do we think that ugly monfter 
can never enter that auguft aflembly; honour and confgience 
have hitherto, thank God, prevented her daring to approach 
the avenues to that houfe; but I can fee no reafon why the title 
of baron, vifcount, &c. ftiould render a man naturally more vir- 
tuous than he was before he had it ; I am fure virtue has not al- 
ways been the fole motive for advancing men to that dignity,^ 
and thofe that are born to it, have generally more defires and 
ftronger paffions than perfons of a lower degree, and which 
by their education they are taught to indulge j we have, there- 
fore, fomc reafon to expeft that luxury and avarice, the two 
harbingers of corruption^ mav as ealily introduce the monfter 
into the houfe of lords, as tnat of the commons; and our 
.liberties can never be fafe^ fo long as (he can find accefs to either 
houfe of parliament. 

I will now, for argument fake, fuppofe that thefe three bill© 
bad pafled into laws, and that the place bill had been unexcepti- 
onable j and farther, that a fourth bill had pafTed for excluding 
officers and placemen from voting or making intereft at eleftions, 
and a place bill and penfion bill had pafled for excluding place- 
^men and officers from voting in the noufe of lord$« And no\^ 
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let OS fuppofe thefc fix bUls had totally baniflicd corruption from 
both houfes of pariiament and from all tlcdions ; yet ftill tht 
con-uption would have remained in the hearts of the people within 
doprs as well as without. Though neither the members nor 
cbe clcdors could have enjoyed any jx?nfion or lucrative place 
vrhflft they continued members or eleftors, they would ftill have 
had a longing eye towards them, and would have taken what 
ineafures tbey thought moft proper to come * the enjoyment. 
This muft be taken for granted, bccaufc pcKher of thefe bills 
would have contributed, in the leaft, towards afteting the nature 
of the people; what then would have been the^ confequence ? 
fuch of ^e members of both houfes a$ expeded foon to be taken 
into the adminiftration^ or to get a penfion, or place, under the 
govenunent, would^ in parliament, fqpport the meafures of the 
miniftry right or wroag ; but this could never long bethecafe with 
the majority; and^ as foon as it ceafed, the majority in both 
faoiifes would join in oppofing the raeafur^^ of the adminiftration, 
let them be ever fo right^ in order to force the king to difmifs 
the old, and chuie a new adminillration, in which every man 
of thorn would exped to oomem for a ^are: and as the eledors/ 
ac every ele6Hon^ vrould be governed by the lame views, the 
new miniftry mighty propably^ get fome of their friends chofen 
in their room, by which means they might be able to fupporc 
themfeives, for a time ; but die majority both of the eleded and 
dehors would, in l year or two^ find themfeives difappointed, 
and would join in meafures for a new cfaangei What could any 
"king do in luch a cafe? he could bat foreiee that if he difinifled 
his then minifters, and chofe a new fet from among thofe in the 
oppofition, he would, in a ihort time, be again brought into the 
lame difagrecable circumftance ; therefore, he neceUarily mull, 
for the ^ety of his people as well as his own, reiblve to lay 
parliaments afide, and trull to his army for fupporting hisabfolute 
power. Thus, by banishing corruption out of parliament and 
from all eleftions, without rooting it out of the hearts of the 
people, inftead of preferving, we Ihould only bring on a more 
quick diflblution of the (hadow as well as fubftance of our once 
happy conftitutibn Therefore, if we are refolved to prefervc the 
fubftance as well as the (hadow of a free government, we muft 
introduce fuch regulations as may effe£hiaUy prevent the people 
-fVom becoming generally felfi(h, venal, and corrupt j and, for this 
purpofe, nothmg can be more eBFe^ual, than that of putting it 
out of the power of the rich and great to become fo. It is cer- 
tain, and has, in all ages, been allowed, that the manners, and 
even the principles or motives of a people are formed from thofe 
of their luperiors i when they are governed in all their a3:i jns by 
motives of honour and public fpifit, as they were during the finl 
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ages of the Roman repuBlick, the people, in general, will befo 
too. But when they are governed by mercenary views, the peo- 
ple will foon follow their example ; and the ccnfequence in every 
Jr e government will be Jthe fame with what happened to the 
Roman* I ihall, therefore, with great deference, and with no 
other view than the rgood of my country, fuggeft a law to be 
made as follows* Fii^ft, with regard to the commons; that na 
commoner poflefled of 500 1. a year, in land or money, that 
accrued to him in any manner^ (hould take, receive, or enjoy, 
i»ny penfion, pay, lalary, perquifite, or other pecuniary reward, 
for ferving in any place, poft, or office, under the governn^ent 
or for any fervice performed to the public. Secondly, With relpeft 
to the lords, the lame regulation ihould be made, barons poflefled 
of loool. a year, vifcounts of 1500I. earls of 2000I. marquefles of 
ajool. dukes of 3000I. Thirdly, That no man who enjoyed any 
penfion, pay, fakry, perquifite, or other pecuniary reward from the 
crown, or public, Ihould have a vote at any eledion, or in cither 
houfe of parlianient. Fourthly, That if any man poflefled of an 
cftate as abovenientioned, did receive or take fuch penfion, 
fcCc, he Ihould be obliged to repay the fame with intereft to any 
perfon that would fue for it, and ihould be obliged to anfwer 
upon oath to any bill of difcovery filed againft him for that pur- 
pofej one moiety fo recovered to go to the perfon fueing for the 
fame, and the other to the crown. Fifthly, Provided, neverthe- 
Jefe, that for any fignal and very remarkable fervice done the pub- 
lic, the king, with the confent of the parliament, might fettle up- 
on the perfon performing fucb fervice, and his heirs male, a land 
eftate of a certain value to remain in his family. 

Such a regulation as this, would put it out of the power of the 
rich to have any mercenary views in ferving the public either in 
parliament, or in any pofl: or office under the government. By 
this means our great lords, and rich knights, or Tquires, would be 
compelled to follow their hounds in the country, or their whores 
in- town; during the whole courfe of their obfcure pr infamous 
lives, or otherwife to ierve their .country for nothing but that 
which is the true reward, and ought to be the only reward of the 
rich 5 the honour and glory of having done fo, and if honour and 
glory fl:iould once again become the fole motives of the great for 
Icrvii g their country, then Britain would no longer be difturbed 
by domcftic. broils and internal divifions, parties would be heard 
of no more, and difix^rd driven out of the land 
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jl F^ we refleSon the manner of trying^ notonly civiU but cri- 

M i"^^"^inal cauies in .the Jieighbouring countries, we fhall have 

^ . i^^^afon to rejoice that we Inhabit this. In France a man 

^f|>e-^[^3eci of it crime is taken and committed to prifcn, his pro- 

'[^^^ C ^as they call it) is ordered to be carried on, witneffes art in- 

.^^J^R^^atcd put of his iight;^ the depofitions reduced ^o writing, 

^^ *^^nc ciiminal is examined on tliefe depofitions ; if he doth' not 

2^^~^=^^ bis crime^ perhaps die witneffes are cctnfronted with him { 

ji •'^^ ftUl ilemeslie,is put to torture to extort a cohfeflion, anc? 

^^^*:^S^ ^^ *P^J ^^^ ftrerigth to itiift the moft excrm^iating tor- 

' ^*^"^^, yett as the accufers are generally believed before the ac-»^ 

-J^^^^^ hp is pronounced to be contiitnacious ; and thpugh the law 

^^^^^^t adjudge a man to death, there, unlefs he cohfefles hii 

^^^"^ — yc^ he is fentenced to the gall^es^ apd as foon as his 

^ id Umba have got any ftrength, he is fent thither to drag 

, , Ijfe of wretchednefs. But here, on the contrary^ my coun-. 

^^ ^^*%^i>> let u^ rejoice «ot only in the mildnefs buf the equity of 

V^^*-r Xaw^ which allows .every man a trial by his equals j twelve 

^^^^'J^^utialj men arefworo to. diTcliarge their confciences between* 

^^^^^^^ ^nd man; and a perfon can never fuffer unjuftly,. unlefs a 

^^^ of men, leagued together by perjury, deceive a jury, by 

^^^riijg thiiigs that are falfe, with fuch appearance of truth,* 

tiiat man who can only judge by appearances, and kaow the* 

hearts of mjcn only by their words, cannot but fupppfe the ac-^ 

cttf<4:ttQ he guilty i yet, after all, fuch is the difference of our 

m^AX^% itotn, thoie of other xii^tions, that the conc^emned have^, 

^)ften m Q^y.^eks be/bre the execution of their fentence, as they. 

have hours in other countries^ anH thereby haVe time for an ap-* 

plication 
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plication to the fovereign mcrcjr* Thus mild arc our criminal 
laws, and thus equitable is the manner of our trials ; therefore to 
deftroy that great palladium of English liberty (trials by jury) is 
to deftroy the whole conftitution. This has been more than once 
attempted by tkiw-ferving jitdges^ to fatisfy ihe unUnpite^i ambi-^ 
tkm ef a pnnce, with a view of fixing aim b abfolute powfr. 
Pwing the reiga of James L no one, fcandalized the bench 
of jufticefo much as the celebrated lord Verulam; and, indeed^ 
under his fuccefTors, the lamb ikins appeared to be hung upon 
wolves ; for then the difpenfcrs of law became the grofs vio* 
lators of alljuftice. At firft^ indeed, there did appear to he fome 
men of confcience upon the bench; for we read that Sir Randolph 
Cfew was difplaced in the year 16269 about the buiineis ef die 
general loan} the inftru£lions t6 the commiilioners for raifing of 
which were drawn in the true fpkk of ibe inquifiti o n 1 but by 
di^lacing him, and, perhaps, fome others in the followhig year^ 
we 6nd that when the gentlemen who had been imprifoned for 
refuting to lend the king nwney, fued for their rekafe upon t 
habeas corpus ; the judges unanimouHy decided dbe point agaihft 
them. 

In the af&ir of tonnage and poundage, ^e t)ar0Qs of the Stche- 
quer proceeded ^ well agaioft law is the feni^ am! deci$r{rtion of 
parliament; and in their (blutions of the iamom qneflions port to 
the iadges,,in the beginning of the year itfuo, their prhiciplcs were 
made apparent, as they likewife fubfeyiently were, By^Shtenor^ 
mous fines which they laid on the mercnants, impri^ea members, 
and others. In ifie iniquitous affair of fliipiiioney, which was itt^ 
vented by a lawjrer (the tuhicoat proftitttte Noy^ who fold h» con- 
fciettc? and country for the oflice o^ attorney ^etientl) the whole 
body of judges (igned an opmion^fbr whidh fimple han^g would^ 
in jullict,^ have been to6 flight a paoifliment; wearetx^d indeed, 
tlik^two out of the twelve, Hutton arid Ctookc, didtiot reaHy 
agrcatiih opinion with the xeft, hut were prevailed tjn t6 (^nf witli 
fhem,, \fifi the. opinion, of the body; fb tjtet it may be fiid tdbey wew 
viflaina, tferdugh cowardice, but the othets Were fuch from ptii^^ 
ciiple* Great^ however^ It «uft be acfcoowledged, weie the nerita 
oFMrs^ Crookc, to the reproach of her husband, from the honotif^ 
able paftftieaded, inspiriting Irfm up taamanJydtfcharge efomt^ 
{cience,'Jn the cafe of tfie famous. Mr. Hampden, and a pity it wai 
the good old lady <^uld not be put in his place; Ictf flnrMrtainljF 
wouM have made the bett judge of the v^te fet. Bat tbe tMe 
f^nfe of the Natibn, in genentti concerning the sfl^ of fiipnoney. 
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13WS cxprcflcd in tftci Amora {i)tfech^ of which the gfeat Lord Falk* 
tstnd made itr the hdiifc of ^ommonsr, upon that fabjcft in the year 
1^40, and it occafionecf flich proceedings, as in the end caufedaa 
abolition of the tax by aft of parliament, and alfo a profecution of 
the judges and others who had been concerned in eftablifiiing it. 
Thus did the great lawyers of thofe times endeavour to fabvcrt the 
conftitution in ^xl^^ott^ of regal dcfpotifm. But their aim was fo 
v^idely miflfed, that their endeavours ferved, in the ifltie, to produce 
the oppo^^te effefts by the introduft ion of anarchy; which led to 
democratic confiifion, military violence, a mockery of juftice, and 
a reproach to the nation. Yet when monarchy and the laws be- 
•camc happily reftored again, fuch fatal examples, of the efFeds df 
corrupt praftices in the courts failed, to prefcrve long the aweful 
ife«t» therein undefifcd The reign of Charles tnc ffecond proved 
alike fruitfid in violences and opprcflions, from the adniinirtration 
K)' juflke; nay the iniquities of cmrts of judicature, then foared 
:above all e^amples^ of former times •, murders and milchief became 
abunda^^t, fi^» evident corrupt influence, and the moft partial de- 
terminations. Malicious profecutions, iflegarl fines, and condem- 
nations^ cruel executions, nay imputed murders, perpetrated in fe* 
trret, a^^weHas ^ith theflrocfceryofopen juftice, by means of pac- 
ked jocies, maty be&id to ha^e aftonifih^ and terrified the whole 
nation^ The chi^it corp(*a*idns of the kingdom, were intimidated 
intt> afttcmAder of theifr charters; and that of London was forcibly 
tdcenf away by aii unjtift fentencc of the judges of the King':? 
fiendr: and though a^ft^rwards^ i^flordd upo# difhonoirrable 
*conditiAtia, yet dte King Wpcttted erf* thit favcmr, *nd entirely 
^BoicflEiedthe piivileges OTthe chief city in bb dominions. 

tWhaen the fiattcffir itetA become mop6 thmt Itklf enflav^ by the 
nvickciiDdfif of hfe eouocik, Jamca IL mounfte^ the thMnc with fair 
pitofefSoAsiin his moiKdiy iMta fixed dietertfiimttidn in his mind to 
aacmnpi^ his wkkod proj^) fot deftroying the l^s, liberties, 
and leljgion of tfie kkigdonf- Stme of the ftrft s^ of his^ ad-^ 
jtMfRiiKaoA wewtlKdi of ccikdAng CttftMi^, duties, and dcife, 
by pToekflMtbiiS} which cooid mXf conftitutionally, be his due, 
till granted by parliament 'y and yet how Vei^ favourd{>ly fome 
latry crs tkoii^t of foch ^oceedingi wilt prdendy be ifaewu. In 
idm lei^ thfi corrapt judges add lawyer^ ffloft confpktioufiy 

:It V7a6 aldEraft hegimi \vith the perfenrtioct (k cait bellied tm 

:. • i wa« 
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was inhumanly tortured; the fecond cruelly treated, by the law, 
and afterwards murdered by a lawyer ; and the latter, though 
a man of moft refpedable charader, was, on his trial, treated by 
chief juftice JefFeries, with the greateft inlolence and brutality; 
who even extorted from the jury the penalties inflifted on him. 
After the defeat of the infatuated duke of Monmouth, and his 
few followers, what a campaign (as the king called it) did the 
bloody ininded Jefferies, and his military colleague Kirk, make 
in the weftern countries ; where, by the accpunts of fome hif- 
torians, upwards of fix hundred perfons were hanged. Never ; 
before that barbarous expedition was there heard of executions 
being made fubftitutes to the ufual methods of faluting with ar- 
tillery ; but thefe men were turned off upon gibbets, ten at a health, 
by the favage Kirk; and he probably would have been pledged 
as loyally by JefFeries, had the latter been apprized of the frolic ; 
for his difpofition to barbarity can in no point be doubted* Nor, 
indeed, was the fpirit of tyrannical executions confined to the 
Weft ; for at London, about the fame time, there were examples 
enough of fuch violent meafures., 

. Thefe ftrange proceedings were followed by a rapid advance of 
popery and prerogative in Ireland 5 is^id in Scotland a total fubmif- 
lion to abfolute power ; v^hile in England, by the difplacing of 
but four judges, in order to make room for a like number^ with 
niore pliable confciences, he got the following points fettled for 
general rules of iftw by that venerable body. Fidl, That all 
the laws of England are the king's laws. Secondly, TJiat it is 
therefore an infeparable prerogative pf the kiogsof Englajid, as of 
all other fovereign princes, to difpenfe with z[\ penal laws in par- 
ticular cafes, and upon partic^ai: neoeflaryreafons. . Thirdly, 
Ihat of thefe reafons and neocffities, checking is the.^blc judge 
cqnfequently. Fourthly, That this is not ^ truft inveft^ in, aAd 

t granted to the king, but ^the anti^nt remains of the fevere^ :/ 
power of ^e kings of England, which was never yet taken from . 
them nor can be. From fuch a:body of judges no. better .deter- 

* minations,could rq^^fonably betjxpefted,; nay, theyewn fubmit- 
teil to receive orders from the chancellor, to ufe their authority 
on theif circuits for confirming the right aflfumcd by the king, of 
difpenjfing With the laws, and for difconragme all. whoqi thcj ■ 
found of in compliant tempers ; which orders tiiey executed-wito V 
extreme vftgour and infolence. Yet we hear of no fuitable rewards 
beftpwe4 <^ theni for their great loyalty after the revolution. It 
nuift^ however^ be melancholy to refka that no prince^ who hift ^ 

fought 
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fc^f^msm:^^ Qa fiibrcrt Ae conftitutioo of diis kingdom, ever fownd 
}^^l^g'Mra£A£m wantof affiftastce therein ^m tbtt order of men, whole 
re pecdkr duty it is always to defend it. And notwithftand^ 
the rcvolHtioa, pcovided for the independency of judges, yet 

,^ hasre fiscn a dangeroot fnbfo-vency in one of late, no regard is 

p^t_««l by him to the firft principlrs ofjuiUcej corroption prevals, 
zamM^ ^ ieems detennioed to gratify his pride and his refontment^ 
a^^:S to tread in the flcps of his great predeccflbr, judge ^effcries, 
^^T^^iiMsO countenanced all corruptions, fupported all the wicked and 
o^_f^*'«fl>ve meafures of the court, levied heavy ^es contrary to 
th^/ts: <=omftitudoii, and imprtfoned people at his pleafure. L— 

h^ is anaWtioes of following fiich bright examples} he 

ft»0^*^"4* ^ ^"^ f"*^ ^ e3iecutk» of laws, juft as whim or ca- 
pricr^ dircfts, and is at this time contrary to the princrpics of the 
re"Vc:>lution, encreafing the power of the crown, by eftablifhing a 
r£±o£^= iaiquiteos meidicd c* proceeding (by iaformation and at- 
- dsenc) deftnj£kiii« of all the laws and liberties of this country • 
.aaagr fay^ fbow future judge and a courtrferving attorney gene- 
be made a handle for fubverting the whole eenftitution. I 
ember in the year 1764, when Mr. Wilkes indifted Philip 
:eret Webb, E^j for perj<iry, notwithfta'nding feveral wit- 
=s fworc pofitively to his having the key of Mr. Wilkes's icrv- 
k hts hand at the titne he icdzed his papers (the contrary of 
ckMr. Webfci had made oath of, not long before in the court 
onotoa pleas, wfceti.he gave evidence upon the trial of Wood 
under fecretary of ftate) yet, by means of the powerful 
|«noe of Sir BifU ^e ^uble fee, by partially fumming up 
•vidence ai»d a vt^lmg jury, he vwis ac(}«iited. The nelct ftep 

^%i« nationai «M& taken by i— M , was to aher pri- 

dy at has^nvn haiifk tkle record, wiwii Mt Wilkej's profe;u- 

^^^^^tthe attioni^gcnefa}, fotmd ft would not ht poffible to coit- 

2^^^fe him wichouefttcfe alteration. Thirdly, after xVr. Wilkes had 

.^Z^p^wenctoieA hif»f«^ t» the oo«tt of King'is Bench, and his out- 

^^^ ■•/ WM «*crfed hf the tMNUMKotis o|>fnion of all the judfe^s, 

'^^^ "^ 1— M , for reafons beft known to Mrafelf, deiferred 

-^^^"^"K '^® "S^' °^ * ^^**^ juftice to alter records j however, 

*^^^r iuch delay, his lordfliip found fome precedent* in fuppori 

•T^ that proceeding j if he had not, it would have been eftabli(hed 

^=*y the court } 1 — M being particularly fond of pre- 




' «<tehliAe# by hinrfelf. Fourthly, A fentence was pafled 

^tt Mif. Wffkcs, contrary to the. teotjp ps^pf^Etjo^ m the aft 

of fettlement at the revolution, but the conftitution, by law efta- 

blifhed, is held in no efteem by fome men. Fifthly, his lord- 

flup is now fully employed in fearching for precedents to fupport 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



ny^i THE EXTRADRDIJTARY^&i:. [No^xXlx;- 

the. late r>ew method df-'phoceedirig by attachment, and to t>c i 
prepared for pafling fentence on the publiftiers of the North-Bri- 
tons; one he ha3 alreajdy fcnt to- the King'srBcnch prilbn, and « 
the others have, been three or four times or<lered to attend at * 
Weftminfter-h^l; birt that is not often enough, his lordihip is ' 
not ready, he has not as yet been able to findout what he moft of » 
all wants, agood pretence for this unjuft, this illegal proceeding, to - 
gratifi^his pride aqd refcntment. His londfhiphas received favours ^ 
trpm the crown, for which he has facrificed virtue, honour, and ^ 
a. good name^ and is become fo.fafcinated to the defigns of the • 
— -T- — through the feduftion of court follicitafions, that he is • 

the moft keen of all the minifterial G g in every illegal . 

meafure the times pi;oduce9 aad fills his office with the higheft : 
degye of I ■ y, :* : 

\ ' • • ^ . • • i 

It gives me pain to think I am Again under the neceffity of 

taking notice of his lordihip's proceedings ; but a man, ^whohas i 

any regard fw his country or his fellow fubjc^ can never filcntly ; 

fee them both ruined. • J . 

; , To The ,P U. B L I C . . j 

• The author of this and the precceding numbers of th^e Extra- 
ordinary North Briton, thinkis it incumbent upon hioi togivc* 
this notice, that the fpurious number (published laft Sjtturda/ * 
by T. Peat) is, not wrote by him, and that it is only a m^icious. 
attempt of Mr* Peat to prejudice this paper, becaufe he' is no » 
Ipnger contin\ied as publifhen Tq fliew beyond a poflibillty o£: 
a doubt his defign, and that he only nvansitQ deceive the public^- 
he begun with pumberaS, the fam;e'pDbii(hed{by;m)e on that^ 
day. It is therefore hoped thft public >vho have hitherto fup- 1 
ported this paper in a generous nunnery .will.not enccwagea* 
proceeding, which violates all the laws of oquhyandjuft^; and- 
IS the groileft infu|t that can be offered, to. the good feafc and: 
underilaijidingofthepublic, , , 
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IN the reign of :King Wilirani, the queftion was ia debate 
whether England fhould be ruled by ftandix^ armies ? The 
argament .commonly iifed by fome who had the prefuniptioQ 
to call thcmfelves Whigs, was^ that all governments muft have 
their periods one time or athe«, and when that time came, all 
endeavours to preferve iitierty were fruklcfev and ihrewd hints 
^were given that England .was reduced to iucn a condition, that 
our corruptions; were To greats and the diflatisfadion ef .the peo- 
ple fogenerat th«: the public fafbtj could not be preferved, but 
pjrcncreafing the power of' the crown,;, this argucuent was ufed 
bf thofe creatures who had cauiibd all that cocruptiot>^ and all 
Aat diflSitisfagtron. They were, however, foasL taught to fpeak 
otfter languag&ji by being removed from the capacity of perplex^ 
•nig pot^c afrairs any n^r e j the nation (hewed a^ipicit that would 
BOtiiibmlt to ffavery i and their uaha|)py and betrayed maftei^ 
.A'om being the mofl popular pd«ce that evei £il upoa the EasliA 
throne, became, through the treachery of his fervants, fufpcae^ 
by many of his heft fubje^ ^ and was rendered unable, by their 
Jradofies, to defend bimfelf and theni.^ and £0 coniiderable a £u> 
jttoa was Jbraned agaihft his adauniftratioii^ thacna g^ood man can 

recollea 
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recollef)', without concern and horror, on the many difficulties 
which that great and good king was reduced to grapple with 
during the remainder of his troublefome reign. 

I have lately met witli fome creatures and tools of power who 
fpeak the fame language now^ they tell us that matters are come 
to that pafs, and the nation is lo corrupt, that tliere is no govern- 
ing it by any other means than ilanding armies, and, in fhort, 
that we muft fubmit to this great evil to prevent a greater ; as if 
any mifchief could be more terrible than, the higheft andmoft ter- 
rible of all mifchicfs, univerfal corruption, and a military govern- 
ment. It is impoffible for the fubtilty of traitors, the malice of 
devils, or for the cunning and cruelty of our moft implacable ene- 
mies, to fuggeft ftronger motives for the undermining and over- 
throw of our excellent eftablifhment, which is built upon the di£- 
truftion of tyranny, and can ftand upon no other foundation. It 
is madnefs in extremity to hope that a government, founded up- 
on liberty^ and the free choice of the aUertors of it, can be fup- 
ported by other principles; and whoever would maintam it by 
contrary ones, intends to blow it up, let him aHcdge what he 
will. Ihere is no wav in nature to preferve a revolution in go- 
vernment, but by making the people cafy under it, and fliewing 
them their intereft in it j and that corruption, bribery, and ter- 
rors, will make no lafting friends, but infinite and implacable 
enemies ; and that the beft fecurity of a prince amongft a free peo- 
ple, is the afFeftions of his people, which he can dways gam by 
making their intereft his own, and by fhewing that all his views 
tend to their good j they will then, as they love themfelves, 
love him and defend him, who defends theiju Upon this faith- 
ful bafis, his fafety will be better eftablifhed, than upon the ara- 
bitious and variable leaders of a few legion?^ who may be cor- 
rupted, difoWiged, or furprifed, apd often have been fo; and. 
hence great revolutions have been brx)ught about, and great na- 
tions undone, only by the revolt of fimgle regiments. If we are to 
be governed by armies, it is the fame whether they be Proteifcmt 
or Popi(h armies • the diftinftion is ridiculous, like that between 
a good and a bad tyranny. It was chiefly, if noit wholly, king 
James's ufurped power, and his many forces^ and not his being a 
Papift that rendered liim dreadful to his people. 

Military governments are all alike^ nor does the liberty \and 
property of the fubjeft fare a bit the better or the worfe for the 
laith and opinion of the foldiery '; ndr does an arbitrary Protefltant 

prince 










vr 



/ 



Digitized by 



Google 



/ 




JVi>- rXXX] N O R T H B R I T O.N. 177 



p(^jacr^u(c lus people any better than an arbitrary Popifh prince; 

and ^%s»^e have feen both of them changing the religion of their 

<:^Mja^T^ -*:Ty according to their luft. They are therefore ftupid poli- 

tid^LMriM^s who would derive advantages from a diftin£lion, which is 

nx^Lrmi^^^eftly without a difference; it is poffiblc, indeed, they may 

iix-E j>^r-^^ve in their fubtilties, and come in time to diftinguifti be- 

t«r^r^-«^ corrupt/ corruption, and uncorrupt corruption; between a 

m-^^^4^^ ill adminiftration, and an ill good adniinift ration ; between 

jsnr^TT^^fS^vc opprefSon,. and unoppreflive oppreffioii ; and between 

F^ ' ^^ ^^^^^ dfagooning, and Englijh dragooning; for there is fcarcc 

:gs%y ^zz^ther new pitch erf* nonfence and contradidion left to fuch 

fXi.^r^ -in their reafonings upon public affairs, and in the part which 

iii.^3r ^£t in them. 

<I>:iF" ca piece with the reft is the ftupid. cunning of fMie fort 

'C^ ft:^fc:tefmen^ and praftifed by moft foreign courts, to blame the 

^^oj>Jc for the mifery which they bring upon them. They iay 

^^3^ a.rc extremely corrupt, and fo keep them ftarving and en- 

'ilavc^<zi by wayof pKOtedlion. 

. ■N^<r>^luijg ca» be €0 infamous and provoking as to t)ring a na- 
tion t^^ execrable frauds, and extortions againft its daily protefta- 
T^^ ^nd remonftrances iirto a mifcrable condition, and then fa- 
^^ ^Xl thofe villanies upon the people, who would gladly hang 

. ^ ^^x thors of thenu At Rome the whole people dould be enter- 
tain^^^:^^ feafted, and bribed, but it is not fo^lfewher^, where the 
f^F^X^are too numerous and" too faripread lo be debauched, ^a- 
fh ^- -^^ ^^^ purchaded^ and if any of their leaders are it is without 

j^^^*^ ^onfent. There never was fuch a thing as a corrupt peo- 

s^ "^^^^ere the government was uncorrupt; it is that and that 

-1 ^^^ which makes them fo; and to caluminate them for what 

1 5^ ^o not feek but fuffer by, is juft as bad as to knock a man 

n^^^^^ and then rail at him for hurting himfel£ In what in- 

A ^^^^^s do the people of any country in the world throw awaj 

^H^^^^^ - money by millions, unlefs by trufting thofe who do fo ? 

f^^^^^^i-e do the people fend great j9eet« at a great charge to be 

,^^1^^xv up in one climate, or to be eaten out by worms in another, 

, • ' ^C^ for their trade and advantage? Where do the people enter 

^ ^^ mad wars againft their intereft, or, after victorious ones^ 

|^% *^^ peace without ftipulating for que new advantage to them- 

^^^^s, but on the contrary pay the enemy for having beaten 

^- ^^^^ ? Where do the people plant colonies, or purchafe pro- 

^*^^^^:aes ^t a vaft expcnce^ without reaping, or expeding to reap 
N cjie 
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one farthing from them, and yet ftill defend them at a farther 
cxpence. No, thefe things are never done by any people ; but 
wherever they are done, they are done without their conient ; and 
and yet all thcfe things have been done in former ages, and inal- 

.moft every kingdom. We are doubtlefs under great neceffitiet 
in our prefent circumftances, but to encreafc them in order to 

• cure thcm> would be a prepofterous remedy worthy only of them 
who brought them upon us, and who^ if they had common 

.fham?, would conceal as far as thej could under filence ; the 
heavy evils, which though they lie upon every man's (boulders, 
yet lie only at the doors of a few. The plea of neceffity, if it can 
be taken, will juftify any. mifchiefs, and the worft mifchiefs; 
private, neceffity makes men thieves and robbers, but public nc- 

^ ccffity requires that robbers of all degrees fhould be hanged. Pub- 
lic neceffity, therefore, and the neceffity of fuch pedant politi- 

. cians are different and oppolitc things. There is no doubt 
but men, guilty of great crimes, would be glad of an enormous 
power to proted them in the greateftj and then tell us that there 
is a neceffity for it ; thofe againft whom juftice is armed will ne- 
ver talk thys, and never think it neceflary to difarm her. But 
whatever fincere ferviccs they may mean to themfelves by it, they 
can never mean none to his majelty, who would be undone with 
his fubjefts by fuch treacherous and ruinous fervices ; therefore 
it is fit mankind fhould know, and they themfelves fhould know 

. that his majefty can and will be defended againft them without 
fcanding armies, which would make him formidable only to his 

. people, and contemptible to his foes, who take juftly the mea« 

: lure of his power from his credit with his fubjedts. 

AgatLocles faved the Syracufans, and afterwards .deferoyed 
them i PiJiJiratM pretended to be wounded for protefting the 
people, prevailed upon them to allow him a guard for. the de- 
: fence of his perfon; and by the help of that guard ufiirped the 
fovereignty. Cafar and Murius delivered the common^ of Romt 
from the tyranny of the nobles, and made themfelves maflets 
of both commons and nobles. 5y///? delivered the fenate from 
the infolence of the people, and did them more mifchief than 
the rabble could have done in a thou fand years. Gu/iavus 
Eriojon delivered the Swedes from the oppreffion df *theZ)iW^/, 
and made large fteps towards enflaving them himfelf. ThtAntwer-- 
fians called in the duke of Alencon^ to defend them .againft the 
Spaniards^ h\xt he was no foonergot as he thought in full pofTef- 
lion of the town, but he fell upon them himfelf with his forces 
be brought for their defence; but the to wnfmen happened to 

' .he 
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. be too many for him, and drove thcfe their new protefl^ors home 
again ; which dilappointment and juft difgracc broke that good 
ckike's heart* 

Alnioft dl men defire pwver, and few loofe any opportunity 
to get it; and all who are likely to fuffer under it ought to be 
ftriftly upon their guard in fuch conjundures as are moit likely 
to encrcafe and make it uncontroulablc* There are but two ways 
in nature to enflave a people, and to continue that flaveryover 
them ; the firft is fuperftition, and the laid is force ; by the one 
we are perfuadcd it is our duty to be undone, and the other 
undoes us whether we will or no. Of the firft I believe we are 
in no danger at prefent, and I think we cannot be too much up- 
on our guard againft the other; for though we have nothing to 
fear from the beft prince in the world, yet we have every thing 
«o fear from thole who would give him a power inconfiftent 
with liberty, and with a conftitution which has Jafted ahnoft a 
^houfand years without fuch a power which will never be asked 
"^v^ith an intention to make iio ufe of it, 

Upon the teftoration of king Charles IL the nation was fo 
ad that they gave liim ail he asked, and more than he asked ; 
ioy complimented him with a vaft revenue for life^ and almoft 
"^Nvith our liberties and religion too; and if unforefeen accidents had 
not happened to prevent it, without 4oubt we had Jdft both ; 
;and if his fucccffor could have had a little padence, and had ufed 
Jio rogues but his old rogues, he might have accomplifhed the 
bufinefs, and popery and arbitrary power had been erf" divinfe in- 
.ftitution at this day« 

It is certain that all parts.of Europe, that are enflaved, have 

been enflaved by armies ; and it is abfolutely impoffible that any 

nation which keeps them amongft themfelves can long preferv.c 

their liberties, nor can any nation perfcdly loofe their liberties 

who are without fuch gucfts; and jet though all men fee this, 

and at times confefs it, jret aU have joined in their turns to bring 

this heavy evil upon themfelves and their country. Charles the 

Second formed his guards into a little army, and his fucceflbr 

^ncreafed them to three or four tinies their number ; and without 

^doubt thefe kingdoms bad been enflaved^ if known events had 

not prevented it. We had no fooner efcaped thefc dangers, than 

Jcing William's miniftry formed defigns for an army again, and 

negleQed Ire/and {yrhxch might have been reduced by a meflage) 

liU the eneniy was fo ftron^, that a^reat army was neceflfary to 

recover 
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Ttcov& it ; and when all was done abroad that an army waa 
wanted for, tliey tkought it coavejuenr to find ioone employ** 
jncnt for them at home. However, the nation happened not tet 
be of their mind, and difbanded the greateft part of them, with- 
out finding any of thefe dangevs they were tbrettoned with from 
thoir diibanding. A. new army was i aifed again when it. became 
necefTary, and disbanded again when these was no more aeed of 
them. 

By what I have faid, I would not be underftoodto declace ab^ 
folikely againft continuing^ our prefent forces, or encrea&sg-them 
if the neceiEty of the times rcfjuire cither; hut thai I would, 
^ ba^e tfacm^imAiediacely diihaoded as.£Qo» a&that neoeffit}r.ceafes« 



^ 
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To the AUTHOR of the Extraordinary North Briton. 

SIR, 

By puhlifliing the underwritten Aoughts upon Liberty and 
'Tvranny, you will oblige an admirer of your paper, and one 
nvho is your devoted fervant, . 

Dec 6, 1768. E. Da s. 

ZH E fubjeft of Iriberty and Tyranny is fuperior to all 
others, and to the greateft genius, biit fit lor the con- 
tion of all ranks of men. It concerns the whole earth; 
and children ought to be inilruded in it as foon as they are 
capable of inftrudtion- Why ihould not the knowledge and 
ilove of God be joined with the knowledge and love of Li- 
berty, his beft gift, which is the certain fcource of all the 
civil bkflings of this life? And why fhould not the dread and 
hatred of Satan be accompanied with the dread and hatred of 
Tyrants, who are his inftruments, and the inftruments of all 
the civil miferies in this life? I have often thought that the 
Barbarians^ who worfhip the devil, muft have borrowed their 
idea of him from the charader of their own princes* We 
might indeed defy any thing out of hell, or even in it, and all 
ihat are in it, to do half the mifchief on this earth that Ty- 
rants 
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ey reduce mankind to the condition of brutes. 
It reafon which God gave them of no ufe to 
eprive them even of the bleffings of nature, 

the midft of plenty, and fruftrate the natural 

earth to men ; fo that nature fmiles in vain 
y frowns. The very hands^ given them for their 
irned by Tyranfs into^mftruments of thei;- mi- 
g employed in vile drudgeries or deftrudtive 
[y the lufl: and vanity of their execrable- lords, 

ther religion, nor virtue, nor knowledge, nor , 

iy kind of happinefs to dwell within the extent 
K Nothing that is good or. defirable can fub- 
ants, nor within their reach ; and they them- 
pon nothing but vvhat is deteftable and wicked, 
orted by general ruin ; they. live by the deftruc- 
nd. And as fraud and villainy, and every Ipe- 
re and cruelty are the props of their throne, fo 
:heir own happineft, and fecurity, and ftrength, 

and weaknefs of their people, and continued 

rapine, are their ftudied and neceffary arts cf ^ 

; every art by which they can render their peo- i 

dt, and wretched, thougn by fuch methods they* j 

mder themfelves fo, and confequently become 1 

he liext invader. That wedth which difperfed .„^ \ 

fubjeds, and circulated in trade and commerce, • . 

r, increafe, and inrich them, and return often ' 

nto their coffers, is barbaroully robbed from the ^ 

igrofTed by thefe their oppreffors, and generally 3 

kn to • adorn their palaces, to cover their horfes ft 

or to embellifh their own perfon§, and .thofe of iJK 

les and attendants. • . - ^j 

Dund more riches in the PerjSan Trea/ures thaii ^ 

F freemen who would have conquered the world; i^ 

ht there are more at this day in that of the great ^^^ 

;rould purchafe the greateft and wealthieft king- 
e; aiid it has been computed, that there are 
of wealth buried in the fecret vaults of the 
0, the plunder of the people, or of thofe who 
m, yet they are ftill plundered and miferibly "^ 

ncreafe this dead, ufelefs, and pernicious ftore. ' \L 

the like inhuman means, the countries of Ty- h. 

be in a moft miferable condition, defolate and ^ 

5t only for fuch monfters, who rather choofe to * 

fields, unhofpitable defarts, ^nd in difpeopled 
vns, than among freemen in happy climates^ 
L and numerous cities, abounding with inhabi-i 

^ tantfi 
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tsnt:^f poflefled of Liberty, and will be bold to defend nit. 
Xh^^ fubjeifls of a prince of this caft, cannot have one tole- 
|.at>l ^ reafon under the fun to defend him againft another, but 
(h^i.«:- he lives amongft thcni, and fpends^ with them part pf 
tJi^^i «r own plunder, and probably the other would not; as his 
y^^^z>i^ reHance muft be upon his foldiers, he muft increafe them 
10 ^^oportion to hi^ xiiftruft of his people, which is a confeflion 
<^ :K3nutua} enmity^ Neither is it enough that his foldiers op- 
pr&£J^ and hmiih his people for his fake and their own 4 but 
he Mit^'U^ keep them as conftantly employed as he can ; becaufc 
if -tfcc^y be not employed in plundering, invading, and Ihed- 
dingj- «f blood, they will grow unfit for fuch beneficent and 
nec^-flCkry work, and might probably degenerate intx> humanity 
and a::iRercy ; than which a more; terrible change could not be- 
M «l^-cir royal mafter j fo that in mecr duty they muft be con- 
ftani-tl^y praitifing mifchief and rapine at home or abroad. 



Lus do thefe general dieftroyers proceed to lay walie the 

\*orX<:i; the beft and moft countries in it are already, many 

of titfcr-em, aJmoft defolate, and fome of them altogether ; and 

the ^^feejfolation gains ground daily. Arabia^ which once over 

^vin. -fcii world with multitudes, is now as defolate as the reft 

^ *:i:^e world which they ov«r-ran. The country of the 

a>t^^s^s^^riy which was a van empire, within thefe four hun- 

^^fcci years^ is now quite uninhabited^ though great part of it 

^^ '*: :^<rtilc aiid beautiful cowntiy ; and in its laft ftruggle with 

^ ^^^^^^rldne, brought five hundred thoufand men into the field j 

^^^t^ a force of people wttc there io lately in a country, 

Y^}^^Mr^ now there are none. Rubriquis fays (I think it is 

.''■^^ ) that he travelled two months through it, and in all the 

tJiTx^ xieither faw man nor beaft, but many great ruinous 

k^*^ ^ ^^^ cities, particularly one which had eight hundred 

^ ^^*^^ii*s in it lefs than four hundred years ago, but now has 

' ^^ ^^^it>e inhabitant. What x:an be more affedting than this 

'^*^a.Tr:3^^^e^ not a fingle foul to be met with in a vaft and noble 

^'^ ^^x-y, which a few centuries ago was a potent empire, and 

J^^^^ined iiiillions. In all probability, countfies and em-- 

f.^^^:^ which now make a great noife in the world, will be 

L ^^ two or three centuries hence, in the fame woful and 

^^^•^ folitude, if they laft fo long; for depopulation makes 



jj • — ^ where, except in a few remaining free ftates, a pro- 
^^^S^^^-3S and flying progrefs ; even in Europe, and in fome of 
^ ^^ free ftates, the feeds of fervitude, the true caufe of do- 
^ ^^^^^^ation^ and of every naifery^ feem to be fown deep, - 



^^^^^sl power encroaches daily upon liberty with a fcccefs 

r^^ ^^vident, and the balance between them is almoft loft. 

^*"'^-:ttny has .eagrofled almoft the whole earth, and ftriking 

at 
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at mankind root and branch, makes the world a flaughter- 
houfe. 

The bulk of the earth being evidently almoft a defart, 
made fo by tyrants, it is a demonftration tnat the whole muft, 
be fo, and foon, if the growth of Tyranny be not reftrained-^ 
elfe if the general and wide wafte goes on, men will become 
too few for the management of focieties, ^nd for cultivation 
and commerce; all which are fupported by numbers; and 
then degenerating into abfolute Savages, they will live ftrag- 
gling and naked in woods and wilderneflcs, and thus tl^ere 
will be an end of men, unlefs thofe ftates that are yet free, 
preferve, in the midft of this general wafte, their own liber- 
ties and people, and like the antient Egyptians and Greeks, 
fill the world again in procefs of time with colonies o£ 
freemen. 

The breath of a Tyrant blafts and poifons- every thing, 
•changes bleflings and plenty into curfes and mifery ; great 
cities into gloomy folitudes ; and their rich citizens into beg-r- 
^ars and vagabonds. . It is certain, that whatever country or 
place is fubdued by a prince who governs by his will, i« 
ruined by his government. It is confeffed that the arhitrary 
princes in Europe have not yet, like thofe in A/iay declared 
themfelves matters of the foil, and their people have a fort o£ 
property : how long this will continue 1 know not precifely. 
This is certain, that the condition of their fubjedts, which was 
always bad, grows hourly worfe, and their nobility, which 
were once rich and powerful, are now reduced very low and 
^greatly impoverifliea. Thefe who were the fupports of 
royalty, having created jealoufy, as, if they had eclipfed it, 
have felt the terrible effe<5ts' of arbitrary power as well as 
others, though not fo much. Befides, when the common 
people, already wholly exhaufted, and ftarving under oppref- 
lion, can fuppJy the exorbitant demands of their prince no 
longer, the eftates of the nobility will be the next refource ^ 
and, like the maftifF dog at the bee-hive, when he has fucked 
all the honey, will fwallow the comb : and then moil; of 
Europe will be in the condition of Turkey^ as many of it are 
at prefent not much better^ and, like the great T'urk^ moft 
. of its princes will be fole proprietors of the land, as they 
4fiow make themfelves of its produd, which very near an- 
fwers the fame end. When tenants, exhaufted by taxes^ are 
unable to pay rent, the land yielding no profit, is as bad as 
vxrAVj and in fome inftances worle than none ; for fbme 
landlo'Js, in arbitrary kingdoms, have begged the king*»ppn 
their kuces to eafe them of the land, by taking it from them 

good 
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good a.nd all, for that it was tixed more than it ^Vas wortli, 
X^ature's moft beautiful offspring, is a fad proof of 
tiruth. 

How has kind heav'n adorn'd the happy land. 
And fcatter'd bleffings with a wafteful hand j 
But what avail: her unexhaufted ftores, '^' 

Her blooming mountains, and her funny fhdi-cs. 
With all the gifts that heaven and earth impsfrt. 
The fmiles of nature, and the charms of art. 
While prou4 oppreflion in her vallies reigns, 
-Apd tyranny ufurps her happy plains ? ^^^ . 

The poor inhabitant beholds in vain k, 

The red'ning orange, and the fwelling grain x h 
Joylefs he fees the growing oils and wines, : , 
And in the myrtle's fragrant fhade repines ; ^ t) 
Starves in the midft of nature's bounty curft, v^ 
And in the loaden vineyard dies for thirft* 
Oh ! Liberty, goddefs, heav'ijly bright, 
Profufe of blifs, and pregnant with delight. 
Eternal pleafures in thy prefence reign. 
And iiniling plenty leads thy wanton train. 
Ea§'d of her load, fubjedtion grows more light. 
And poverty looks" chearful in thy fight ; 
Thou mak'ft the gloomy face of nature gay, 
Giv'ft beauty 4o the fuft, and ploafure to the jday. 

Addison^ 

Many of the princes of Europe have been long introducing 
the Turk^, goverhment into Europe^ and have fucceeded fo 
well, that ,1 ;would rather live upder the Turk than under 
many of them. They prad:ice the cruelties and oppreflions of 
the Turks.^ and want the tolerating fpirit of the Turks ; and if 
fome uhforefeen check be not thro^yn in their way, the whole 
polity of favage Turkey will be eftabliflied by them in all its 
parts and barbarity ; as if the depopulation, which is already 
fo quick, and taking fuch dreadful ftrides, were ftill too flow. It 
is not enough for tyrants to have confumed mankind fo faft, that , 
out of twenty parts, they have, witTiin two thoufand years, dc- 
ftroyed perhaps nineteen (for fo much at leaft I take to be the 
difproportion). But frefli machines of cruelty are flill fought af- 
ter, befides never laying afide any of the old, till the deftruc- 
tion be fully compleated. They feem to think they fhall have 
enemies as long as any men remain ; which indeed is a reafon- 
able apprehenfion. But it is aftonifliing at firft view, that man- 
kind mould have fo long borne thefe unrelenting flaughters. 

But 
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But, 4ks! who knows not the fotc^ of cortuption, delufion^ 
and ftafiding armfes. 

I ftiall here conclude this noble fiibjedt of Liberty ; having . 
made fome ' weik attempts to (hew its glorious advantagea, 
and to fet off the oppoflte tnlfebifefs of raging, relentlefs, and 
confuming tyranny i a tdk to which no humah mind is equal. 
For neither the fublimeft Wits of antiouity, nor the brighteft 
geniuifte^^of late or modern tidids, affifted with all the powers 
of rhetoric, and tl^ ftiinulations of poetic fire, with the 
warmcft and boldeft figures in language ever did, or ever 
rould, or ever can, defcribe and heighten Sufficiently the beauty 
of the one, or the deformity of the other : language fails in 
it, and Words are too weak. We who enjoy the precious, 
lovely, lind invaluable bleffing of Liberty, know that nothing 
can be |)aid too dear to purchafe and preferve it. Without it 
the world is a wildernefs, and life precarious and burthenfome. 
Death is a tribute We all owe to nature, and jnuft pay 5 and it 
is infinitely preferable, in any ihape, to an ignominious life ; 
nor can We reftore our beings back again into the hands of 
our great Creator, with more glory to mm, tnore honour to 
oiirfelves, or mote advantage to mankind, than in defence of 
all that is valuable, religious, and praife-^worthy upon earthy 
<or includes whatever is io. 

How execrable then and infamous are.£he wret<3ies, who 
for a few precarious, momentary, and perhaps imaginary ad- 
vantages, would rob their country, their happy country, for 
ever, of every thing that can render human life defirable; 
y and for a little tinfel pageantry, and falfe and fervile homage, 

t unworthy of .honeft mea, and hated by wife men, would in*- 

* volve then- fellow. treatures in lafting mifery and bondage, and 

x:harge tbemfelves with their juft hatred and bitter curfes, and 
^o fill up the meafure of their barbarity, would entail, poverty, 
nchain^, and forrow upon. their own pofterity. 
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To the AUTHOR of the Extraordinary North Briton, 
S I R, -^ 

IN a general call for juftice from an injured nation, I 
beg leave to piit in my voice, being myfelf a great fuflferer 
in the ill fate of my country, which no otherwife gains than 
as I do, by the exaltation of rogues. Our interefts, in this 
refpeft, are the fame ; and as it woulcj be very hard that the 
blood-fuckers of the people Ihould not make the people fome 
amends, by reftoring the blood they have fucked ; fo it would 
be as hard that I, who am the finilher of juftice, Ihould 
not have juftice done me. From my beft obfervations upqn 
public affairs Jafl: fummer, I promifed myfelf that I fhould 
certainly have full hands this winter. I therefore applied 
myfelf, with Angular fkill, in the calling wherein God and 
the law hath placed me -, for I did not think it at all laudable, 
or agreeable to a good confcience, to accept a poft, without 
proper talents and experience to execute the fame, however 
cuftom^ and common fuch a praftice might be : and there- 
fore, without prefuming to follow the illuftrious example of 
my betters in this matter, I thought it became me to become 
my poft. In truth, Mr. North Briton, if this maxim 
had prevailed, where it ihould have prevailed, and if my 

brethren 
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, 43rethren in place had as well nnderftood, and as honourably 
-executed their feveral trufts, as J dQ mine, we lliould have had a 
very different face of things, nor would I have had occafion for 
journey nien. 

Thus, Mr. North Briton, I was firmly and honeftly 
refolved that the execution of juftice fhould not ftick with me, 
wherever elfe it ftuck. Moreover, at a time wheo every thing 
but hoAf fly bore a dou^ble price, I bought up a great quantity 
of filken halters, for the fok ufe and benefit of any of our 
• topping pick-pockets, who fliould be found to have npble or 
genteel blood about them -, . a large quantity of thefe delicate 
filken turn-overs I have fef apart for the fble benefit and de- 
coration of divers worthy gentlemen, who I have marked out 
for my ctiftomersin the late and prefent miniftry, but whom 
it would not be good breeding io me as yet to name, yet I 
hope they will prove rare chaps. I did Kkewife beipeak 
at leaft a dozen curious axes,- fpick iind fpan new, with fine 
fteel edges, the fittefl: that could be made for dividing nobly 
betwixt the head and fixcHilders of any dignified and iiluftrious 
cufl:omer of mine; who has, either by birth or by place, x 
right to die at the eaft end of the town. Now, Mr. North 
Briton, it unfortunately happens that I cannot pay for any 
of the implements of national juft:ice, and of my trade, till I 
have ufed them; andipy creditors; though they own me to 
be» an honeft man, yet, wanting faith in all public ofiicers, 
.begin tp icar that I fhall never pay for thcni at all... It is, 
indeed, a fenfible difcouragen>ent to them and ijie, that I have 
bad fo little to do this winter, when there ^ppcaned fo much 
to be done in my way. Sure neyer poor defcrving hangman 
had fuch a ihameful vacation! 

As having a poft, 1 have confequently the honotir of being 

:a true member of the church of England, as by law eftablifhed ; 

and therefore, under thefe difjippointmeats, I comfort my- 

fclf, with fome patience and more beer. I have, bcfides that, 

.this further coniblation^ that if« oi|r c^ary-biids find wings 

to efcape me, oeither the blame nor the Ihame Ihall lie at 

my door. You fee, Mr. North Beiton, I have merit, 

and yet you fee 1 labour ^nder difcouragenients enough to 

terrify any fucceflbr of mine from acoepriog this neglefted and 

pennylcfs pofl:, tiU he ha? a fufficient fum of money in hand, 

and a good pcnfion for lift, ^ h ufual upon lc6 occafions i 

together with ample prqvifipn fqr hi^ children. Howew, 

in fpight of all th^fp dif^ppoiiJFmeatp, I am dctermine4 to 

live in hopes of fome firlb-r^te c^ijb^nifirs be£sM-e the ieftpn i$ 

ended 
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endcdL^ The public and I muft certainly get at laft ; God 

Icncwv^s^ wc ^^^^ t)cen great fufFerers •, we have been defrauded 

on e^v^^ry fide. Being bred a butcher, I can comfort my 

cufto*"^"^^^^ w^^ ^^ aflurance, that I have a delicate and ready 

hand ^t cutting and tying; fo let them take heart; the pain 

will t:^« foon over; I am oiily forry it is fo long a coming; 

no nrx ^ui can be pleafed with being defrauded of his juft dues. 

I i:m.ave one confolation, Mr. North Briton, which never 

leav"^^ me, namely, that though my poft has not been fo 

profitable a one as for fome time paft it fhould have been, yet 

it h.a^5^ been a fafe one. I doubt not but many of my brethren 

in f>l^ace would be glad if they could fay as much. I am 

like^^p^i'^ife of opinion, that my poft has for fome years been one 

of tl-B.^ moft honeft and creditable pofts in England -^ nor would 

1 zVk^^^gc circumftances or character with fome that hold their 

hcad^ very high, and may hold them higher before I have 

don^ with them. I am fure it cannot be denied, that the 

han^^:raan of London has, for eight years, been a reputable 

o8ic^«" in comparifon of the minifters for the above fpace of 

time r this truth I muft own, they have got more money than 

I; fc^mJt I have more reputation than they, and I hope fpon 

to go Ihacks with fome of them in their money. ^ 

I Jknow that knaves of ftatc require a great deal of form 

and ^rexiemony before they are committed to tny care, fo that 

I arri not much furprifed that I have not yet laid my hands 

upor^ certain exalted criminals. I hope, however, when they 

com^^ a good number will come at once ; but there is a parcel 

^^ ^o^onous and forry fellows, of fo fittle confequence, that 

lew <3f* them have reputation enough to ftand candidates for my 

plac^^ were the fame vacant, (which God forbid) and yet rogues, 

/^ *'^^^^oln with guilt, that poor Berwentwater and Kenmure were 

^^^^ «nd petty larceners to them. Now thefe are the rogues I 

^^^^i be keeping my hand in with. 

r^^/^^^ North Briton, I have been wkh council about *^ 

T^*^^^ and my lawyer is amazed that I have not had them 

^"^^^li-y . « Jut, fays bey Mr. Ketch, I forefaw that thefe 

^Y^^'^^^xes were only the tools of great rogues, who were them- 

^^^ the pimps of greater; fo that were thefe vermin to 

^ '^^^^^D to TyburUj they WQuld draw many more after them, 

?^ ^ ^XATould alfo draw others. So depend upon it the lion, 

*^^^ can, will favc the jackall. And hence it proceeds, 

" -^O/r*, that though it is hard, yet it is not ftrange, that 

thofe 
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thofe rogues, whom all men wilh in your hands, are not yet 
there." 

He likewife told me, that they are to be confidered, not 
only as the inftruments of greater traitors, though .in that 
charafter they are liable to be hanged, but as wilful and 
deliberate confederates with thofe traitors, and confequently 
merit every punifhment which they do. My council faid 
too, that there were fome crimes of fo ,high and malignant 
nature, that, in the perpetration of theni, all acceflaries were 
confidered as principals; that thofe who held a man till he 
was murdered, were rriurderers ; that thofe who voluntarily 
held a candle to others, who robbed a houfe, were themfelves 
robbers •, and that, in committing of treafon, all are traitors who 
have a hand in that treafon. 

** And furely, Mr. Ketch^ fays the counfellor, if he who 
picks a man's pocket is to be hanged, the rogues that pick 
the pockets of the whole kingdom ought to be hanged, drawn, 
and quartered.*' But what was moft remarkable of all in 
what the counfellor told me, and what indeed gives me. moft 
heart, is, that unlefs the little rogues are hanged, it will be 
fcarce poflible that any tjoJly elfe fhould be hanged. If this 
be true, their doom is certain, and I ftiall be a Yquire be- 
fore, Eafter. For furely we (hall never fave mighty knaves for 
the fake of faving little ones • and if fo be it is determined to 
gratify the nation with a competent ftore of lianging and be* 
heading, certainly we myft dq every neceflery therpto. 

I have an itching defire to try an experiment upon a Knight 
of ,thc Bath, and Ihould have no objection to Sir William 
Beauchamp Proftor, who, I have heard fay, deferves hanging 
for hiring a body of Irifli chairmen to maffacre the freeholders 
of Middlefex, becaufe they were honefter than himfelf : or 
the famous Philip Cartaret Webb, who bribed Curry with 
the public money to give evidence in two trials againft Mr. 
Wilke$, by which meansr his implacable enemies gained their 
point, and he was found guilty before that ftriftly-virtuous 
and upright judge, William Lord Mansfield. I would pro- 
mife to be very tender of cither of thefe two gentlemen, and 
take care to fix the knot in the right place, that is, provided 
tjiey paid me well firft, for it depends upon that in a great 
tpeafure. 

** Now, fays my counfellor again, if thefe underling da 
not 4ifcover the fecrets which they beft know, but which 

they 
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tkcy will never difcover, if they can favc their necks and purfcs 
withpqt doing it, then I doubt my juftice will be impotent 
for want of evidence. But if they find that they can fave 
flothiqg hy their filence, tfcey wUl tell ^1 to fave fomcthing. 
They are hardened rogues, and by falfc oaths and underhand 
dealing, will fcrecn all that are as bad as themfelves 5 but 
gripe them well, and ten to one but you fqueeze the truth out 
of them. 

** For all which reafons, Mr. Ketcby (continued he) I hope 
foon to give you joy of thefe, as well as of better cuftomers ;" 
and fo he difmiffcd me without taking a fee, for he told me he 
confidered me as a great fufFerer, by having as yet got nothing, 
where he wiftied I had, before this time, had got a great deal. 
This, Mr. North Britqn, is the fubftance of what pafled be- 
tween us, for which I am fo much obliged to him, that if 
ever he falls in my way, FU uf^j him with the like generofity ; and 
I will owe you. Sir, the fame favour, if you will be fo kind 
as to publifh this. 

If you knew me. Sir, you would own that I have valuable 

talents, and am worth your acquaintance. I am particularly 

poffeffcd of a praife- worthy induftry, and en ardent defire of 

bufincls. In truth, I care not to be idle ; and yet it cruelly 

happens that I have but one biify day in fix weeks, and even 

then I could do twice as much. Befides having a tender 

heart, it really affefts me with pity to be obliged to ftrangle 

fo many innocents every feflions; poor harmlefs offenders, 

that only commit murders, and break open houfes, and rob 

men of guineas and half crowns; while wholefale plunderers, 

fttid mighty rogues of pcey, the avawed cneoiies and liaa^en 

of t^onefty, trade, and trutla, the known promoters of villainy, 

and the mercile^ authors of mifery, want, an^ general rpin, 

go on to ride in coaches and fix, and to defy a people whom 

they have made poor and defperate; potent parricides, who 

have plundered more from this kingdom in eight years, than 

all the private thieves and highwaymen ever did, or could do, 

fmce the creation. Sir, I repeat it, that the hanging of fuch 

poor felons only, as things now ftand, is, comparatively, 

Ihedding innocent blood; and fo, for the eafe of my mind, 

I beg that I may have thofe fcnt me, whom I may trufs up 

with a fafe confcience. My teeth particularly water, and my 

bowels yearn at the name of a minifter. For God's fake let 

me have the minifters. Upon the whole, Mr. North 

Briton, I have reafon to hope, fix>m the prefent fpirit raifed 

in the nation, (and they fay it is in a great meafure owing 

to 
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to ycHi that there is fuch a fpirit raifcd) I fay I hope foon to 
have the fingering of the throats of thefe traitors, who have had 
the fingering of all the money in the nation. Their own guilt, 
and the inceiTant cry of the people, will weigh them down, in 
Ipite of all arts and fcreens. 

N. EL I have a nice hand at touching a neck of quality -, and 
when any fuch cuftomers come, I fhall be ready to give you joy 
of it, as well as to receive the like from you. 



I am, Sir, 

Your Friend, 

JOHN KETCH. 



Now printed and Sold for the Author, by W. Moore, No. ggj 
oppofite Hatton-Gardcn, Holbom ; where all the Numbers may be 
had feperate to complete Sets — or the firft 28 Numbers neatly cut, 
and ftitched in Blue Paper, Price 5s. 6d. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE 

EXTRAORDINARY 

NORTH BRITON 

By W M— -• 

NUMBER XXXIIL To be continued Weekly. 
SATURDAY, December 24, 1768. Price threepence^ 



AB A D Minifter always leaves behind him a train of 
flavifli dependants, who will attempt to uphold a tot- 
tering fyftem, which fupports them in power, though fuf* 
tained on the ruins of their country ; it is therefore of little 
ufe to remove him, while any dregs of his power remain* 
I do not mean, O my countrymen, to alarm ye, for I am 
ienfible ye are already fufficiently alarmed, at the many ftrides 
that have been lately taken towards arbitrary power, and a 
military government!. There is hardly an individual to be 
found, who is not confcious of our prefent national indignity,, 
and of the deftruftive meafures that have been purfued for 
iinne years. Our ftatefmen fhould remember, that this crifi* 
of our affairs will prove a teft of their views and their prin- 
ciples, and from the colour of their conduct in our prefent, 
national diftrefs, their characters will take a tindture hereafter, 
and be handed down to.pofterity, with the indelible re- 
proaches of boundlefs ambition ; or they will fail along the, 
ftream of time with the flying colours of honour and integrity, 
and with the applaufes which a grateful people never fail to 
.pay to aftions that havp their fource in uprightnefs, and a 
tiuc zeal for the honour of their king ;and country. But I 
am icwry to fay, for a long time paft oui^ minifters have been 
wrangling among themfelves for the fpoils of a nation, on the 
brink of ruiq and difgrace 5 and there has not been, during 
their ill-timed debates, a fingle officer of ftate. Thus, while 
our enemies are availing themfelves of their ableft politicians, . 
and in fecrecy projecting the plan of future conquefts, all 
jaatioual bui^neA is totally at a ftand with \i$i g fa<5tion has. 
. . . ' befieged 
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befieged the throne, and no regard is paid to a king, now 
in the dawn of his reign. 

Whoever has read, with any attention, the Hiftorians, 
Orators, and Satyric Poets of Greece and Rome, that wrote 
towivds the decline of thofe ftates^ and obferved the naanners, 
purfuits, objefts, and ruling pallions of thefe people, toge- 
ther with the fymptoms of impending ruin, prelaged and de- 
lineated by men of fuperior genius, mull, on comparifon with 
what prevails at prefcnt in England y be deeply touched with 
the analogy. The Philippics of Demojihenes are fo replete 
with flriking piftures, drawn from obfervation, on what pafled 
at Athens during his time, and fo applicable tD the people 
xmd prefent ftate of this country, that the great difference ©f 
the n ames of thofe pcrfcns, who lived, and places which exifted 
' two thoufand years ago in Greece y have not fufficient power 
to with-hold my imagination from being impofed on by the 
f?militude of manners'; or reflrain me from believing, that 
I am reading the hiflory of Englijkmen and the prefent. age. . 
When I lee this patriot orator generoully upbraiding his 
degenerate countrymen with univerfal venality and lofs of 
public virtue, defcribing them drown'd in floods of felf-love, 
pleafure, and public (hews, fupinely negligent of their coun- 
try's welfare, contemning the merit of all other nations, thenl- 
felves a rrogant and felf- fufficient in excefs ; preferring private 
opinion to eftablilhed wifdom, and idolizing mortals in power; 
what e ye fo dim that cannot diftinguilb the analogy fo ma- 
nifeft between the Athenians of his time, and the Englijh of 
ours ? What mind fo ftupid as not to forefee the fame 
events ? 

The p'! fent fovereign oi Prujia^ the patriot king, who ha« 

refcued h^^ fubjedls from the rapine of the law, who extends 

his comm^^ c e, enlarges his dominions, aggrandizes his name, 

aid holds the balance oi Europe ; is a living inftance of what 

exalted unde (landing on a throne can effe<5l for a nation. 

In the fame "^ anner our illuftrious queen Elizabeth reigned 

over the hear^^ of a free peopje, direfted by upright miniilers 

to her fubjefts Sood . In this manner it might have continued, 

if the cold, conceit ed, difputatious, man-loving Scot, had 

not filled the throne o£ England^ and blafted with his northern 

breath, the blooming pjante of glory which flie had raifed. 

However, the cruelties and defpotifm of the Stuarts foon 

brought on the glorious Revolution, and we have now the 

happinefs to fee one of the beft of princes upon the throne of 

t hefe realms; yet how were our expedlations blafted by the 

infolence of an overbearing minift er, whofe arrogance and 

prefumption have nearly accomplifli^d the deftrudion of this 

kingdom and our h appy conftituti^n : he has appointed all 

officers 
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l)fficers according to his arbitrary will, and difch^rged all who 
prefumed to oppofc his pernicious practices, fquandered the 
public money (or his creatures for him) to purchafe boroughs, 
corrupt parliaments, lull the turbulent, footh and fatisfy the 
ambitious, and ruled this nation with the iron rod of minifte- 
rial defpotifm. Every fucceeding adminiftration has been 
formed under his dire<ftion, trod in the fame path, and pur- 
fued the fame deftruftive meafures ; the fame flood of pollu- 
tion and corruption has been let out to deluge integrity and 
juftice ; our properties have been fquandered away, and our 
liberties invaded ; nay, the lives of many of our fellow fubjeifts 
deftroyed; and, what is worfe, the murderers have been 
fcreened by authority, and fuffered to efcape with impunity ; 
juftice has been perverted in an open and avowed manner ; 
the fecretary of ftate, from an authority I fhould be afhamed . 
to mention, fent an order to the magiftrates of the county of 
Surry to call a military force to their affiftance, lon^ before 
the tenth of May, in cafe any riot or difturbance ftiould hap- 
pen, which is diredtly contrary to the conftitution .of all free 
Hates. For the fatisfadlion of my xeaders I fhall here give a 
copy of the letter, as fent by Mr. Wilkes to the St. James's 
Chronicle, with his prefatory remarks ; and every Englifhman 
that reads it, I am fenfible, will be fired with a juft indig- 
nation againft the author of it. 

December 10, 1768^ 

To the printer of the St. James's Chkonicle^ 

^ I R, 

•* T Send you the following authentic ftate-paper, the date 
^ of wnich, prior more than three weeks to the fatal 10th 
of May, (hews how long the horrid maflacre in St. George's 
Fields had been planned and determined upon, before it was 
carried into execution ; and how long a hdliih project can 
be brooded over by fome infernal fpirits, without one mo- 
ment's remorfe, 

COPY. 

S I IR, St. James's, April 17, 1768. 

JJAVING already fignlfied the King s fleafur)e to thtLordLieu^ 
tenant of the qpunty in which you rejidey with regard to the 
meafures to be taken^ in general j for preferving the peace ^ at a 
time thatfo very riotous a difpofition hath difcovered iff e^' among 
the common people I I make no doubt ^ but either fome Jieps havcy or 
imll immediately ie taken by him on that heady and liake it for 
granted^ thatj as chairman of the feJftofiSy you will meet the 
gentlemen wboaSt in the commfffion'Ofthe peace for the Borough of 
SoUthwark and e(^ Hundred ofBrixton^ to confult together y and 
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fix uponfi)me plan, for fecuring the public tranquility againfi any 
mijcbiefs which may happen^ Jbould the fame indecent fpirit of 
tumult and diforder, which has appeared in the city and liberties 
of Wefiminfier, fpread itjelf to thofe parts which are within the 
line of your duty. And though lam perjuadcdit is unnecejjary to 

fuggejl to you, or the gentlemen who will meet you, any part of 

your duty upon fuch an occafion, yet, after the recent alarming 
inftances of riot and confujion, I cannot help aprizing you, 
that much will depend tipon the preventive meafures which you 

Jhall, in conjunct ion with the other gentlemen in the commijion of 
the peace ^ take upon your meeting ; and much is expelled from your 
^oigUance and adlivity with which fuch meafures will be carried into 
execution. When I inform you, that every pojjible precaution is 
taken to fupport the dignity (f your office, that upon application 

from the civil magiftrate at the Tower, the Savoy, or the War-- 
Office, he will find a military force, ready to march to his affif-- 
tance, and to a£i according as hejhallfindit expedient and necef 

fary. I need not add, that if the public peace is not preferved^ 
and if any riotous proceee^gs which may happen, are not fup-- 

prejfed, the blame will mofi probably be imputed to a want of pru- 
dent andfpirited conduSl in the civil magifirate. As I have no 
reafon to doubt your caution and difcretion in not calling for troops 
till they are wanted, fo, on the other hand, I hope you will not 
delay a moment calling for their aid, and making ufe of them ef 

feSlually, where there is occafion ; that occafion always prefents 
itf elf when the civil power is trifled with and infulted, nor can a 
military force ever be mployed to a more conftitutional purpofe, 
than in the fupport of the authority and dignity ofmagiflracy. 

I am,&c^ *******«^ 

P. S. \ have, for the greater caution, fent copies of this let- 
ter to the members for the borough, and Mr. Pownal. If you 
fhould have received no direAions from Lord Onflow for a 
meeting, you will confider this as fufficient authority for that 
purpofe. 

Daniel Ponton, Efq\ chairman of the 
quarterfeffions at Lambeth. 

As Mr. Wilkes caufed the foregoing letter to be printed in 
the St. James's Chronicle, I am ^nfible it will be pleafing to 
every honeft Englifhman to read the under-writtpn letter of 
his to the Freeholders of Middlefex : 

Gentlemen, 

T HOLD myfelf accountable to you for every aBion of my life^ 

^ which rejpe3s the public. I defire toftanaorfall by your free 

and unbiajfed judgment. I wifl) to be diredled by your counfel and 

infiruSlion in all matters (^ importance. It is my great (unbition • 

to 
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to Jhew fhyfelf not quite unworthy of the choice you have made of 
me as your reprefentativcy nor of being the colleague of the wor- 
thy patriot Mr. GL TNNy whom I thank you for having joined 
with me in this f acred truji. 

I take the earliejl opportunity ^ gentlemen^ tfjiating to you 
the following particulars. I caujed to be printed and publijhed in 
the St. James's Chronicle of December the tenths a let t^^^ the 

fccretary ofJiatCy written from St. James's on the frjentcenth of 
Aprily to Mr. yuftice Pontony with fome prefatory remarks. I 
^avow the publication of both. • I will go further, and declare 
that Ifirjiyfeveral months agOy tranfmitted to the prefs the letter 
of the fccretary at war, dated May the eleventh y returning thanks 
in the kings name to the officers andfoldiers of the third regiment 
of guards y for the rank and foul murders committed in thefe 
fields on the tenth of that month. My hand trembledy while I 
copied what I blujhed to ready and I gave it to the public in the 
only way my prefent ftuation could admit y with the hope of pro- 
moting a parliamentary enquiry into that bloody tranfaSiiony which 
I truJi this fecond publication will now accomplijhy and becaufe I 
think this free nation has a right to be fully informed of the con-- 
duSi of adminijlration info important a cone em ^ as the lofs of 

. the lives of many fubjeSls^ 

Adminijlration complains of me for having publifloed the letter 
of the fccretary of flat e. I complain to the nation that fuch a let- 
ter has been written. . T^his is not a letter on any perfonal buf- 
nefs or pleafure. I would have fcorned to have publijhed any 
fuch. "this letter was from a fccretary of jiate to the chairman 
of the quarter feffions at Lambethy and is written in characters 
of blood. It affedls deeply the conjlitution of this country y and 
every man in our ijland. I will at prefent leave it to the honeji 
indignation of every Englijhman. I pall now only addy that ij^ 

, I have not given to the public a mojl accurate and faithful copyy 
I ajk pardon of the fccretary of jiate. If I havcy then I will 
fayy that for the innocent blood of our countrymen fpilt in confe- 
quence of that letter y the writer ought to ajk jbrgivenefs of God 

. and his country y and pafs the remainder of bis , life in penitence 
and tears. I amy with great deference and ejieemy 

Gentlemeny your faithful and obedient 
King's-Bench Prifon, Humble fervanty 

Dec. 17, 1768. JOHN WILKES. 

Read this letter, ye minions in favour, hawkers of minifterial 
falfhoods, advocates for the deftroyecs of their country, and 
the fecrctary who wrote that letter with his pen dipt in blood, 
which occafioned the above ; hide your heads, and blufli. 
Such, O my countrymen, are our minifterial rulers ! Behold 
them with that horror which heaven has commanded the vir- 
tuous 
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tuous to look on iniquity ! Then turn your eyes on him, who, 
greatly renouncing all poft and place, deftines his talents to 
lerve his country only ! he, who refigning all pecuniary ad- 
vantage, defpifes the falfe honour of place^ jthe fallacious dazzle 
of power, fuftaining his country's caufe ftill uncorrupted, refo- 
lute in honour, ftrenuous in juftice to this land, the conftitution, 
ancyi^ king ! his heart, ftill- uncorrupt amidft the general ve- 
nality, animates his lips in our defence ; thofe lips, which to 
this day have uttered nothing but the voice of truth in England's 
favour ! he, who has cleaved the fatanic body of tte miniftry 
afunder ! yet, fuch is the power of union amongft evil minifters, 
like that of dvil fpirits, it unites them again to war againft our 
welfare. 

Affift me, heaven, to paint this meflenger difpatched from 
your abodes ; who, arduous in the tafk of liberty, fpreads his 
broad fhield of truth in protedtion of this country from the rage 
of minifterial harpies ; or give my words his power of fpeech, 
and ftrength of argument, which dart like the folar rays on the 
darkreceffes of ourmiferies, making all vifible; his opponents 
calling on rocks and mountains to hide and cover them, fuch 
confulion and dread dwell on the daftard faces of all who ftand 
branded in the forehead with the ignominious mark of flavery. 
Liften not, O my countrymen, to the voice of flander and male- 
diction, which taints in vain his acts of virtue with the bafe idea 
of tergiverfation ! On whom has he turned his back, but thofe 
who would deftrov their native land ? Why did he remain fo 
long filent, but through hopes at length the aufpicious hour 
might come, when, getting to his fovereign's ear, the voice of 
truth might prevail in England's favour? 

In vain, him whom they tremble to oppofe face to fece be- 
neath the light of heaven, they fecretly ftilletto'd in the dark. 
' The magic voice of verity w^s with-held from royal ears, whiHl 
the kfeen breath of malice blafted his attachment to the King, 
pronouncing him the enemy of the houfe of Brunfwick. May 
that hour never come when the royal heart fhall too late be 
touched with remorfe for his credulity, and fuflfer by the de- 
ception of minifters. 
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MY dcfign, in this paper, is to lay before the public 
fome thoughts upon libelling. What are ufually 
termed libels moft undoubtedly keep great men in awe, and 
are fome check upon their behaviour, by fliewing them the 
infamy of their actions, as well as warning other people to 
be upon their guard againft oppreflion. . I muft own, indeed, 
a libel is not the lefs a libel for being true -, this may feem a 
contradidion, but it is neither one in law, or in common 
fenfe. There are fome truths not fit to be told ; where, for 
example, the difcovery of a fmall fault may do great mifchief; 
or, where the difcovery of a great one can do no good, there 
ought to be no difcovery at all. 

But this dodlrine only holds true as to private and perfonal 
failings ^ and it is quite otherwife when the crimes of men 
come to affefl: the public. Nothing ought to be fo dear to 
us as our country, and nothing ought to come in compe- 
tition with its interefts. Every crime againft the public is a 
great crime, though there may be fome greater than others* 
Ignorance and folly may be pleaded in alleviation of private 
offences; but when they come to be publiij offences, they 
lofe all benefit of fuch a plea; we are then no longer to 
confider only to what caufes they are owing, but what evils 
they may produce : and here we . (hall readily find, that folly 
has overturned ftates, and private ignorance been the parent 
of public confufion. 

The 
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The expofing therefore public wickednefs, as it is a duty 
which every man owes to truth and his country, can never 
be a Hbel in the nature of things ; and they who call it fo 
make themfelves no compliment. He who is aiFronted at the 
reading of the Ten Commandments, would make the Deca- 
logue a libel, if he dared ; but he tempts us at the fame time 
to form a judgment of his life and morals not at all to his 
advantage. He who calls public and neceffary truths libels, 
does but apprize us of his own character, and arms us with 
caution againft his defigns. 

Machiavel fays. Calumny is pernicious ^ but accufation 
beneficial to a fiate. And he fhews inftances where ftates 
have fufFered or periflied for not having, or for negledting the 
power to accufe great men y/ho were criminals, or thought 
to be fo; and hence grew the temptation and cuftom of 
flandering and reviling, which was the only remedy the 
people had left ; fo that the evil of calumny wa§ owing to 
the want of juftice, and the people were more blamelefs 
than thofe they reviled, who having forced them upon a li- 
centioufnefs of fpcech, did very unjuftly punifh them for ufing 
it. There is certainly a miftaken idea and diftindtion of 
libels ; it has been hitherto generally underftood, that there 
were no other libels than thofe againft magiftrates, and thofe 
againft private men ; now to me there feems to be a third 
fort of libels, full as deftruftive as either of the two former, 
I mean libels againft the people. It was otherwife at Athens 
and Rome, where, though particular men, and even great 
men, were often treated with much freedom and feverity 
when they deferved it ; yet the people were fpoken of with 
the utmoft regard and reverence. Tibe Jacred privileges of the 
people^ the inviolable majefiy of the people ^ the awful authority of 
the people^ end the unappealable judgment of the people^ were 
phrafes common in thefe wife, great, and free cities. Other 
modes of fpeech-are fince grown fafhionable, and popular 
fnadnefs is now almoft proverbial ; but this madnefs of theirs, 
when ever it happens, is derived from external caufes. Op- 
preflion, it is faid, will make a wife man mad, and delufion 
has not lefs force ; but where there arc neither oppreflbrs nor 
impoftors, the judgment of the people in the prefervatioh of 
their liberties and property feldom err j they may perhaps be 
deftitute of grimace, myftery, refinements, fhrugs, diflimu- 
lation and referve, and the other accomplilhments of cour- 
tiers : but as tliefe are only mafks to conceal the abfence of 
honefty and fenfe, the people who pofTefs, as they do, the 
fubftance, have reafon to defpife fuch infipid and contemptible 
ihadows* /f^V- 

/#'- ^: ''- Machiavel, 
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Machiavel, in the chapter where he proves that a mul- 

"^tudc is wifcr and more conftant than a prince, complains 

ftat the credit the people fhould be in decKnes daily ; Fory 

%s he, every man has liberty to /peak what he pleafes agatnji 

^Senij but againji a prince no man can talk without a thou/and 

^^fi^rehenjions and dangers, I have indeed often wondered that 

yiG inveighing againft the people, and calling their liberties 

^4 43 Kcition^ as has been, axvd is commonly done amongfl us 

^jr <z>Qd knaves and young fools, has wtv^ been made an ex- 

pr^s^Xs crime. 

JC muft awn I know not what trcafon is, if fapping and 
b^^x"^ying the liberties of the people be not treafon in the 
et^xr^Kzial and original nature of things; let it be remembered 
{o'^r ^^v^hofe fake government is, or could be appointed ; then 
1^^ it be confidered who are more to be regarded, the gover- 
1^^^*"^ or the governed : they indeed owe each other mutual 
^^^*^xe6 ; but if there are any tranfgreffions committed, the fide 
v^"^*. is moft obliged ought, doubtlefs, to bear the moft ; and 
'^^t it is fo far otherwife, that almofl all over the earth the 
^^^ople, for one injury they do their governors, receive ten 
"Voufand from them : nay, in fome countries, it is made 
Aeath and damnation not to bear all the oppreflions and cruel- 
ties which men, made wanton by power, inflict upon thofe 
that gave it them. 

It is commonly faid, that no nation in the world would 
fufFer fuch papers to come abroad as England fuffers ; which 
n only faying that no nation in the world enjoys the liberties 
which England enjoys. Corrupt men, who have given oc- 
cafion for reproach by their dark and infamous pra<aices, be- 
ing afraid of truths from the prefs that afFe<3:s them, may 
be defirous of reftraining that great bulwark of our liberties ; 
but honeft men, with dear reputations, which they know 
cannot be hurt, will always be for preferving the liberty of 
the prefs, as a fure fign of liberty and a caufe of it. 
^ The beft way to efcape the virulence of libels is not to 
defervc them ; but our ftatefmen have, for fbme years, and 
ftill continue to give caufe for them, or what they are pleafed 
to call libels. 

They arc unwilling to be interrupted in the progrefs of 
their ambition, and confequently have called every oppo- 
fition to their deftruftive and bloody fchemes, and every 
attempt to preferve the people's right, by the odious names 
of Edition and faftion. Mr. Wilkes's prefatory remarks 
(fent to the Printer of the St. James's Chronicle) upon the 
fccretary oi ftates letter to Daniel Ponton Efq; authorizing 
him to maffacre the people in St. George's Fields on the 
loth of May, has been deemed an impudent, fcandalous, 

and 
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and feditious libel, by the Houfe of Lords ; as I intend to 
fpeak upon that proceeding, it will be neceffary to lay be- 
fore my readers, Mr. Wilkes's remarks on that letter men- 
tioned above, which are as follow : - 

To the Printer of the St. James's Chronicle. 

SIR, 
T S E N D you the following ftate paper, the date of which, 
•*- prior more than three weeks to the fatal loth of May, 
fhews how long the horrid maffacre in St. George's Fields 
had been planned and determined upon, before it was carried 
into execution ; and how long a hellifli project can be 
brooded over by fome infernal fpirits, without one moments 
remorfe. 

The lords, or peers of the realm, fo called from their equa- 
lity in their legiflative capacity, form a fecond part of the 
legiflature, and are, I may fay, a bulwark againft the en- 
croachments of either king or people; and it feems to be 
their intereft to keep the conftitution in a right balance, 
otherwife they may foon become a prey to the prevailing 
party. The lords have power of judicature, and when the 
commons are profecutors, they are judges. In their judi-t 
cative capacity, as being the higheft court, they {hould pro- 
mote juftice and equity in the higheft degree; partiality 
fhould be banifhed from their breafts, and corruption froii\ 
their hearts. A peer, feniible of his great dignity and 
charafter, can never be brought to think otherwife than his 
reafon and judgment diredts him. In any man fuch beha- 
viour is bafe arfd deteftable, but, in thofe of high ftations 
in life, the crime is beyond defcription. The lords have 
authority to punifti thofe who are guilty of contempt or 
flander againft the houfe ; or when attacked, either in their 
judicative or legiflative capacity. Now as the remarks made 
by Mn Wilkes upon the fecretaiy of ftate's letter did not 
carry the moft diftant reflection upon that houfe, in any 
refpedt, either in their judicative or their legiflative capa- 
city; I muft fay, that hafty determination, and in fuch a 
fummary way, was an arbitrary adt, and reflefts no great 
honour upon that illuftrious aflTembly; befides, their lordfhips 
fhould remember we have laws, pafled by the three eftates 
of the kingdom, for punifliing libellers; but then they fel- 
dom have that great title conferred on them till found guilty 
of a libel by a jury. However oui: laws are defective evea 
in this refpect, the misfortune is, the nature and feveral fpe- 
cies of libels are not afcertained by any of thefe laws, but 
arc left to the judgment and difcretion of the courts of jus- 
tice 
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tice (fo that the humane fecretary of ftate, need not have been 
under any apprehenfion of not being able to convict Mr. 
W^illces in the court of Kings-bench, while Lord Mansfield 
is crl:^ief juftice) fo that in bad reigns, many real patriots 
hav^ been feverely puniflied under the character of infamous 
libell^r^ fome have loft their ears, others their lives, for 
whia-*: in a good reign, they ought to have their ftatues erected 
in t>xafs^ A perfon who applies himfelf to writing upon 
political fubjects, fhould nevc*r forget the cafe of the great 
Alg^^rnoon Sydney^ which is fufficient to convince us, that no 
man. is fafe J^gainft the fubtilties and fineiTes of lawyers, 
and ilate chymifts, who can extract poifon out of the moft 
innocent things, and by tortured conftructions, apply the 
penalties of ftatutes, where the legiflators never defigned 
them. We have feen in fome reigns (but this we may be 
iure cran never happen under his Majefty's moft juft and 
gentle reign; however it has happened formerly, and what 
has been, may be again in future reigns) remote allegories, 
ironicral expreflions, and the moft diftant innuendo's explained 
by flxc:h methods, to a man's deftruction ; we have feen Prin- 
ters and Bookfellers menaced and intimidated by arbitrary 
^izixx^es, illegal confinements, and groundlefs vexatious pro- 
fecutions. 

F^t^om this we may judge, when the liberty of the prefs 

reall^^^ fubfifts, for where fuch methods are pradifed in any 

■f^egi^^e, there can be no fuch liberty^ fince a privilege which 

is in >^aded in this manner, is no privilege at all; it is indeed 

^^ y^ the manes of departed liberty^ which makes the lofs of 

the ^^ubjiance the more grievous to us, and is a melancholy 

V^^<^^^ that wicked men in authority will ftick at nothing to 

anir^^X idate the juft rights and privileges of their fellow fub- 

ject^^^^ when they ftand in competition with their corrupt 

J T)eg leave however, to aflure my countrymen, that as 

on^^ as the liberty of the prefs flouriflies in any degree, as 

^^ .^S" as the habeas corpus a£l remains unrepealed or unfufpended^ 

. ^ ^ ^^^^% as there is one Printer (and I can publifti myfelf ) 

■*-— 'Ondon or Weftminfter, wjio fhall not be intimidated to 

^^*^^^^ed, I am refolved not to defift; and if through any 

1 ^^ * of ikill in language, and unhappinefs in ftyle, or by 

J -^^ ^uerks, fubtleties, and nice diftindions of ftate lawyers, 

^^lald be underftood in any fenfe contrary to my own mean- 



in 



t^^*' ^.s well as to the laws, I fhall readily fubmit to any 

r-^^^Oiips, by giving up myfelf as a facrifice to the refentraents 

I^^^wrer, pride, and ambition; but this I declare, that I 

ra, ^^^*^ will fubmit to any power, however great, unlefs con- 

^^>^t with the laws of my country. 

I {hall 
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I fliall conclude this paper with an account of the method 
of punifhing libellers in Ruflia. A gentleman, who had been 
in thofe parts, writes thus : While I refided at Mo/cow, there 
was a gentleman who thought fit to publifh a quarto volume 
in vindication of the liberties of the fubjed:, grofly refledting 
upon the unlimited power of the Czar Peter, and expofing 
the iniquity of the whole legiflature (if it may be fo called) of 
that empire. The offender was immediately feized by virtue of 
a warrant figned by one of the principal officers of the ftate. He 
was tried in a fummary way ;^ his book determined to be a falfe 
libel, and the author condemned to eat bis own words. This 
fentence was literally carried into execution on the following 
day. A fcaffold was ered:ed in the moft populous part of the 
town ; the imperial provoft was the executioner, and all the 
magiftrates attended at the ceremony. The book was fevered 
from the binding, the margins cut off, and every leaf rolled up, 
as near as I can recollect, in the form of a lottery-ticket when 
it is taken out of the wheel at Guildhall. The author of the 
libel was then ferved with them feparately by the provoft, who 
put them into his mouth, to the no fmall diverfion of the fpecta- 
tors. The gentleman had received a compleat mouthful before 
be began to chew; but he was obliged, upon pain of the fevereft * 
baftinado, to fwallow as many leaves as the Czar's ferjeant fur- 
geon and phyfician thought poffible for him to do without im- 
mediate hazard of his life. As foon as they were pleafed to de- 
termine that it would be dangerous to proceed, the remainder of 
the fentence was fufpended for that time, and refumed again the 
next day, at the fame place and hour, and ftrictly conformable 
to the fame ceremony. I remember (fays he) it was three days 
before this execution was over ; but I attended it conftantly, 
and was convinced that he had actually fwallowed every leaf of 
the book. Thus I think he may be very juftly faid to have eat 
his own words. Some part of this punifliment feemed to give 
the culprit little or no concern ; but I could not help obferving 
that, now and then, hefuffered great torture; which, from an 
accurate attention, I difcovered to arife from particular leaves, 
whereon were printed the ftrongeft points of his arguments. 

Now I fhould think Mr. Wilkes might fuffer fuch a punifli- 
ment without any detriment to his health, as hisjemarks upon 
the Secretary of State's letter are not more than fix lines. And 
at the fame time I would have the Secretary eat the letter he 
fcnt to Ponton, and every other paper in his poffeflion, filled 
with fchemes for deftrcying the conftitution of this kingdom, 
which I doubt not contain more than a volume in folio. 
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The PETITION of an Englishman, 

Dryden's Opinion, which may ferve inftead of a 

Preface. 

*^ That fort of fatirc, which is known in England by the name of 
^ lampeon^ is a dangerous fort of weapon, and, for the moft party un- 
*' lawful. There arc only two rcafons for which we may be permitted 
" to write lampoons. The firft is, when we have been notorioujly 
^ abufed, and can make ourfelvcs no other reparatioh. The fecond 
** reafon which may jtiftify an author, when he writes againft a particular 
** perfon, is, when thai perfm is become a Public Nuisance. *Tis 
^ an a^on of virtue to make examples of bad men. They may, and 
*' tmgbt to be uplnraided with their crimes and follies, both for their 
** own amendment, if they are not incorrigible ; and for the terror of 
*♦ others, to hinder them from falling into thofe enormities, which 
** they fee fo feverdy punifhed in the perfons of others. The firft 
** reafon is only an excufe for rcrcngc ; but this fecond is abfolutely of 
'•^ an author^s Offi6^ ta perform.** 

Set Dedication of Jmjenal to Lord HaUfax. 



To the Right Etonourabte, truly Noble, and truly Scottifi Lords, 
BUTE and MANSFIELD. 

My Lords, 

THIS addrei^ B>ay perhaps differ a litide from the ufisal ftile of peti- 
tion^ \ mak^ ao apology on that aicGOum v nor can jKwr Lord- 
ilvps be ofitndc^ ^ i^ wce t^ Q(»»dbaA oi you both^ in your poli- 
tical 
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tical and juridical capacities, has proved you not only the enemies of 
all common forms and received cuftoms, but the violaters even of the 
eftablilhed laws, conftitution, and liberties of my country. The fa- 
vour I have to beg is nothing but what your Lordfhips have hitherto 
been willing to beftow very liberally on my countrymen, without foli- 
citation ; and, bdeed, there is reafon to believe that it wiH (hortly 
become the ortly remaining privilege of an Englishman. But, my 
Lx)rds, my ambition is eager ; I cannot wait for that happy period 
wTien this diflinguifhing mark of honour Ihall become mine by Birth- 
right. I am impatient to receive it from your hands, whilft it is 
conferred only on the chofen ve^Tels of your favour \ nor indeed would 
my delicacy otherwife be fatisfied. It is neither your choice nor 
mine to be indifcriminately herded with the Canaille. And I fliould 
efteem myfelf the lowed and moft worthlefs of that number, if I did not 
defenrc at kafi this favour from your Lordjhips. I muft confefs there 
was a time when I fhould have preferred even death itielf to fuch a 
ftation as I now folicit. But, my Lords, fuch is the tranfmuting 
power of ftate-chymifts, like yourfelves, that, at your touch, difgrace 
is turnfcd to honour; punilhments c4iange their nature; and what 
was intended by our virtuous forefathers as the brand of infamy, be- 
comes, Tri your hands, the reward of virtue. That whig Addifon, my 
Lords, was wrong, 

**' When vice prevails, and wicked men bear fway, 
" The poft of Honour is a '* ^Pillory. 

Priva^v I difdainr In times like th^fe^ 'twere treafon to my country. 
No; lead me to the field of glory 1 Lead me to the Pillory ! What 
would before have branded my cheek* with the burning blufti of fhame, 
will now fuffufe it with thehoneft glow of triumph. 

Your Lordffiips, I find,, have been the caufe of a new inftitution i» 
this kingdom, called— The Order of Merit — or Of the Pillory.* 
— The Boon I beg of you is to be admitted a knight companion of 
tliis honourable order ; and that you would, in confcquence of this 
my requeft, fpeedily iflue forth a particular Warrant for me to be- 
invefted with this noble Croix de St. Pillorv. Some fuch inftitution as 
the abovementioned, has long been wanting in this kingdom. Give mc 
leave to affure your Lordfliips, it is with no finall mortification that my- 
countrymen appear in foreign courts and nations, where they find them-* 
felves uirrounded by iTo many acknowledged mta of merit-— chevaliers of 
different orders — ^themfelvcs undignified with any tide, but that of— 
ENGLiSHMAN-^their noble bofoms dcicorated with no jewel, but — - — 
Precious Liberty. And fince by you the English name is now 
meltfed down to Briton ; and Liberty, wrefted from our hands, is, 
with great propriety, tnifted to the keeping of Scotch Justices and 
Court Boroughs — leave us not deftitute of every honourable diftinllion. 
Give us this badge in lieu of wlu^. you have taken from us, that we 
may afford a ftriking pipof to fomc future Montefquicu, how true 
it is that the fpirit of liberty may furvive the Constitution ; and that 
though it is pollible for an infamous, royal Favourite, by corruption 

of ' ^, and with the afliftance of an iniquitous, prerogative ' 

Judge, to harirafs and drive infulted liberty from our arms ; yet ftill 
ihc finds a re&ge, from which flie can never be expelled — i Freeman's ' 

Breast. 
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Breast. I have been told, my Lords, that there are no lefs than 
thirty thoufand chevaliers in France, of one order alone. Good God ! 
I havfe often exclaimed ; what ! — thirty thoufand men of merit in one 
country ! Thirty thoufand men of diftingut/hed military merit! — ^What 
ft nation of heroes ! — What zfuperfluity of valour ! Did each man, but, 
like Bobadil, kill his twenty ! What people could ftand before them ! 
But, on the inftitution of our new order, all this aftonifliment muft ' 
ceafc. Give this crofs — the reward of public fpirit — to every man who 
is willing to Aeferve it at your Lordfhips hands, and we fliall foon out- 
number the Croix de St. Louis an hundred fold. And as this order 
will be much more numerous, fo will it be much more honourable than 
any other order of arty other country. Ay ! even than that with 
which the bumble Eafl of Bute was invefted at the fame time with one of 
the King^s brothers^ and in preference to all the younger ! For notwith- 
ftanding this order will be conferred, as all others are, by the fole di- 
rection of the Favourite \ yet, unlike all others, it will be conferred 
on merit only. Its value will likewife be enhanced, not only by thofc 
who are admitted to it, but by thofe too who are excluded from it ; In 
which laft number I prefume to rank your Lordfhips. You would not 
like fuch grinning honour ; your niodefiy would not let you fiage^ your- 
fclves in the people's eyes. And befides, whatever exploit of yours 
might condudt you to fuch a Scaffold, it would refleft no Honour 
at all on ^^//, and might be attended with too much Danger. I ufed 
to think, (as I had been told) that the King was the fole fountain of 
Honour ; and that frofti him originally flowed all thofe diftinftions 
that are honourable in the realm. — It is not fo — a* corrupt Judge, and 
an iniquitous Favourite, can by one fentence confer more Honour 
on their enemies, than the beft of Kings can, by a thoufand patents, 
on thofe whcm he delighteth to honour. Let thofc, who doubt this truth, 
remember only with what univerfal contempt^ what hiffes and execrations 
was viewed the ftar that glitters on the breaft of Bute ! And what 
fnouts of honeft joy, what hearty triumph, and what loud applaufes 
attended the plain, rug coat, of a poor obfcufe printer in the Pillpry ! 
Strange ' that fuch clear ftreams fhould flow from fo impure a fource ! 
that enmity Ihould beft perform the work of favour, and the fentence 
of condemnation^ from a Mansfield^ be more honourable than the marks 

of approbation even from a G- e. O ! thou wife God ! that 

canft thus bring good out of evil, and turn the fury of tyrannical op- 
prcflbrs to the advantage of thofe whom they pcrfecute ! at thy com- 
mand the waters iflued from the flinty rock ! again, by thy decree, 
the fink of infamy and bafenefs pours forth the cleared ftreams of 
glory ! — — ^But, my Lords, it is not Glory only that I plead for ; 
1 fue for Safety. This is the only refuge left for me and for my 
countrymen. Here only — ^in the Pillpry— can we find it \ 

This afylum you will not invade. 

Here at leaft we may be free. The Favorite hath not built 

Here for his envy : will not drive us hence. 

Here, we may reft fccure ; and, in my mind. 

Honour is worth ambition ^in a Pillory. 

Yes! Irq)eatit; here only can we dwell in fafety; free from the 
violence of iSecretaries Warrants and State MeflTeng^rs* 

For 
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For here we are indeed in the hands of our country. Formerly that 
retreat was found in our courts of juftice ; and an Englishman could 

anfwer, with affurance, / will be tried by God and by my country. — 

Can he do fo now, when he finds united in one man (who is not his 
countryman) the diftinft and inconfiftent offices of profecutor, judges 
and juror ? — ^No! Wilkes, thou art not alone — ^we are all out-la'wed. 
Sentence is paflfed on all.— -The only difference is, that they had for- 
mally driven thee from the protedlion of the laws, and they have vir- 
tually taken the proteftion of the laws from us. — When your Lord- 
fliips have granted me this favour of the pillory*— a mere matter of 
honour for the Author — may I prcfume to hope you will likewife add 
one of intereft for the publifher. — You will eafily conceive that I mean 
the ceremony of burning this petition by the hands of the common 
executioner. I call this a matter of intereft; for the formal burning of 
a work at Tyburn will Ihortly become the only received Imprimatur* 
—And in order to ftamp and eftablifli the merit of any piece, and to 
make it acceptable to the public, it will foon be as ncceflary that it 
pafs through the hands of the Hangman, as it was formerly that it 
ihould pals through thofe of a Licenser. But this laft circum- 
ftance will not be fo extraordinary ; fince they, who would moft pro- 
perly and apthf have filled the first of thefe offices, have moft impro- 
perly feized upon and invcfted themfelvcs with the other. — And here, 

my X-K>rds, I finifli my petition. I have no more to alk. ^And 

though I fliall be thankful for any further inark of diftinAlon from 
your Lordfhips, yet I prcfume not to pref? too far the mildncfs and 
bounty of your natures.—- All in good time ; what I Ihall be found to 
4eferve at your hands, as your power of rewarding merit increalcs^ 
there is no doubt but I (hall receive from your generofity and grati- 
tude : — ^for generofity and gratitude are, and ever have been, the 
diftinguiftiing and charafteriftic virtues of your nation. — ^I hope your 
Lordmips are fenfible of the Author's mpdefty ; at leaft as far as 
relates to the Matter- of this petition. He might have added to it 
many other articles ; , but has confined himfelf ungly to — ^the Pillory 
for himfelf, and — ^Burning for his work, ■ T he affair of Impri- 
sonment he leaves entirely to. your wiidom and difcretion \ though 
indeed he rather confiders that as a thing of courfc. For your Lord- 
fhips, no doubt, have fomc where read, that truth (if it is a virtue) is 
a virtue like the plague — (having too often the fame quality of making 
us generally fhunned and avoided.) Wifely, therefore, do your Lx^rd- 
fbips, to prevent fpreading the infection, fend it to perform qua- 
rentiiie in the King's Bench. Mutilation too he has forborne to 
^ JTiention, though intirely of yoxir fentiments — that fh)m the natural 

body, as well as from the body politijCy Jbould be lappid without mercy. 
the members that offend. — Squeeze pyt, therefore, the eyes that pro- 
fume to pry into your myfteries and intrigjues of ftate.or luft.* — ^Slit 
i^e the nofe that dares to fmell a r^^-^Wring ojSF the cars, and root 
up the tongues that liften to or whifper the words — Liberty and 
Laws.— And, for the fake of etfn^n^ity^ for your own iatisfaAiony 
and certainly of a pun^ual pcrfoTOanoD— 43c yourfelves the execu* 
tioners of the fentences you paf?. — ^But you may go further than this 
icheme of partial punilhment. — ^Nay, you muft -, for chopping off the 
hands of Authors would be douig woric than nodiing: tbey ^ptmg up 
• like 
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iike - H ydra's heads. And it is to be aftjjrehended, left the remaining 
•ftunpil? of fome poor, mangled carcafi 'inftead of Ink, fhoiild write 
•his j:>u^*pofes in Blood. — Hangup at ^Tice then all who can read or 

-write"-' You hzv^ a Precedent in Caij^ ^* And, for the juftification 

of any" infamous and dirty bufinefs, it h at prefent fufficientthat there 

•is a-X^-H:£CEDENT. Flagellation and^FiNE he has likewife left un- 

iblicL ^^ he thinks, (n|c being the punifhment of a 

Fke. : moft aptly applied to the bare breech of your 

own ^n. And he conpders the fecond as unneceflary ^ ^ 

and 1 excefFive and e»rbitant ones al"c already levied ^ ^ 

xipor [SH nation, in or«r to provide for that enormous * 

load of Places, Posts, and EMPLoyfcNTs ; of Pensions, Title^^ 

<jovek.nments, and Reversions, whp aire, beyond all former ^es^ ' 

ample-, multiplied, to fatisfy the grc^inefs of your hungry cf^js^ *^ J^^ 

trynien and-depcndents, and to gain sTMajority in a certain — ^^'- 'f 

]&R A isr r:> J XJG, and Secv RiTY for good l?e^vioury feem both fuperfiuou-s.- ' 

JHe defires to be nootherwife marked tJj|b as Author of this Petitic^n -, "^^ 

and Hopes it may likewife ferve as a^liifficient £e7r;;(^ of his future ^ * 

conduic5t. But, ray Lords, though- Jinodeft in the Matter of thi?" . . , *' 

Petitiont-, the Au^thor may perhaps .b«:ondemned by your Lordfhips, ^^ -"l *' ^ 
for pr-diiming ^//Entglishmen, as i^ «, to folicit any thing from ^ / 

^ou. ^And yet, if dsfert give's any cRm to favour, he has a ftrong I ^ ^ 
c>ne oi-i ^ you both ; for there is now iwhe prefs, and fpeedily will be ^'* / 
publirhi^d — by the fame hand — AfuUmdunanfwerable Defence of Lord v 
^^^f 3^^ift^^^ Mnnsfield^ fr6m the vileMf^ and infamous Calumnies 

^f Rd^^c^Jutionifls^ Whigs^ and Repulfli^m.-^ And for you, my other 

«obIe i^rord, he Ii;is eminently 'xiiftidH||^d hioafyf, andftoodi^rth 

the fore^ larj'oft in your behaff* He has always maintained, and docs^ fo 

ftill, trHat: they charge you unjuftly and ignorantly, that tall you 

UpsT>\. R-T — and fay you fprung up like a Mushroom. — It was not fo. — 

u ^^^^^^^^U^ -^^^^^ it is true you were reared in a Hot-bed, yet he 

(who IcLxaci^ws little better thin thofe cavillers) knows very well, that 

^2."?! -t^-'^^rdftiip's exaltation was not the work of a Moment, nor the 

^itect of* Chance and Caprice ; but the confequence of a tedious 

ouas :e: of Assiduity, Labour, and Trouble. As your Lordftiip's 

?., ^^'?^^x^ient was not fudden, fo neither was it unforefeen\ for though, 

1^^^^ xninor mole, you ftill kept working in the dark; yet they, 

^'x?"*^^ ^^^^ ^^ t^^ fecrct of affairs, faw veiy plainly, both the na- 

^■^ >^our employment, and its confequences. Nor was the public 

intirely 
• Enter a dcrk. 

The derk of Chatham. He can writs and reaiij^ and caft acoompts. 
^^^. O monftrous ! 
•~- We took him iefting boys copies. 

Merc's a villain 1 
^« He has a book in his pocket, with red letters in it. 

J am very forry for it. The man is a proper man, upon mine honour. Un- 
burn guilty, he (hall not die. Come hither, firrah ; I muft examine thee. 
L life to write thy name ? Or haft thou a mark to thyfelf, like an honeft» 
Xing man ? 

Sir, I thank God, I hav« been fo well brought up, that I can write my 

}ie hath confefL Awav with him ! He is a villain and a traitor! Awajr 
I ^y ! Hang him witk his pen and ink-horn about his neck ! 

Second Part of Henry VL JSt i^. 
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intirely uninformed : for fo long ago, as the year J758, one of our 

countrymen, (how rarejy dp we meet that prodigy ? — m EngU/b 

Scotchman) the jipnppr^ble Akxander Hume Camphek took care to 
»give a hint of it in fome verfes : which may fcrve as no improper of- 
fering to. " the oi>ly true judge and patron of merit in this 
**' Jcingdom.*'* And they *re accordingly prefented to your Lordfliip.— ^ 
A fit prologue 'to Agis f • which was handed about in manufcap^} on 
»the firft appearance of that tragedy in 1 758. 

}f, in thde days of luxury ^d eafe, 

A play from Scotia's itchy climes can pkafe; 

Jf t^e, no longer orthodox can chuTe, 

The fniy'ling cant of a fanatic Mufe. 

Agis and Douglas claim unbounded praife, 

Ancl Huqie from ^hakefpcar tears away thp bays. 

He faw the poet's pri^ l^yond his reach, 

H^ no moEe wit to write, th^ grace to preach. 

For Scotia, tho' her fons will fally forth. 

Lies in t^ |i>ap of po^tiy, far north ; 

Crude, ynconcpftfd is \}tt Mvifc'? fruit; 

No Sun to (Pear, 419 ^l %o givf k rgpt. 

Hume's haif4l4nr'4 ge^ki^, (hiring in his face, 
Cries-r^— *^ Wjiere&pe j^^ft th9U, \xi this grov'ling place? 
*' Wealth wpf^ pn blip, who to his genius yield?, 
*^ Ffy to Bijt^'s flof M^fsy m?d in l^keJler-FicHf. 
" There find the foftVing dung, and flieltVing ^ais, 
*^ Th^ niake Scotch cu^ctmib^rs fqr meions par$/* 

Thus ipurr'd, he Ipcfc^ hi3 p^ny*? hewing fidct. 
And rich in "hope, jo Edin's <:ity rides; 
There, firft the patron ^ hi* tender years, 
(Who^ Atheift coveriog cl^kes his aHe^ ears) 
To blefs implores.-T^i— ?Pr^^//V D§vii cried, 
^^ Ride unabafh'd my (bn, in triumph rid^ 
" The fall of Agis, f^^um'^ t9ft^ fhafl fuii^ 
** 4nd Scotfkmm /^/4r, tbereU fi^b # yj^ in Bute. 
'■ Jnf^y g^ntU Manifiil4, Jka& fky tbm^ cmm^ni. 
" And Leicefter-Houfe, alternate nights attend, 

*' Tlic 

* See D. Malloch's Dedication of Elvira to Lord Bute. 

f It m^Y not be ajniTs to inform the MuMh reader, tkat tMis ^mpHy (which he 
.^noft certainly has not xead) is no t>ther than the Hifloryof the h\k and Death <^ 
Xing Charles the Firfl. Which event (dioiigh in itftif the ftrongtft lefl*pn to princes 
not to defpi/e their people^ and drive them to extremities^ is yet A> mana^d oy this 
Author, as to ferve a quite contrary purpofe. So that this play might not improperly 
-be ftiled, — An MxampU fit a ymmg Brinee t§ Uacb bim ^ The ijtfy Lejhn that bis Naiur$ 
^" meds^ viz. not to he ^ /m swZ" 



For ¥ iUmmc^ and mldnifs 'will tmtk bim^^^ 

See Agis, Ad II. Scene L and Aft V. Sceqe L 

In order to explain this condo^ c^ the Poet, it will be fufficient to fay, tfi^ h^ wrote 
\>y the dire^on, aad was ilrenooufly (bpported by the intM«il of Lera Bute; ib Are- 
nuoufly fapportcd, that, of twelve repveibntadops of this piect» the famUy in Leieefler 
Fields attended*-^our. Tim play was again aded» by his Majefly's command, on the 
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" The DouBUB Mastzr'd * Ptieft^ to interefi $nfy true^ 
" Falfe to bis God and Kikg, Jbdll join the dirty crewJ* 
Hume heard, and flogg'd his hackney from die door» 
Who jogg'd unconfcious of the wit he bore. 

•Great dubcfe now with party zeal combin'd. 
Hath round the Parfon's head, the laurel twin*d; 
In foite of xuture and contempt of art, 
Noife, faction, impudence, nuintain 'their part. 
Reviewing critic*, join'd with Grubftreet hacks, 
Sotch lairds, and aU the pirogeny of Mac's ; 
Yet can't make din enough with all their baiitds, 
Becaufc the're bound to clap with covered hfljjids. 
Jl^ this glad fcene ereS all Scottish pari4i> 
To meet ^ib vigour High Dutch W— s heatits. 
May every Highland Chief fuch D— findy»->.'^ 
That Erit to the Itch be ever join'd "^ 

But, my Lord, the author's ftrongefl: plea in your defence is yet 
l)ehind. And that is, that yotn* niethod of proceeding does more 
cffeifbually and ftriftly than any other motive, enforce the aeceffity 
-and pradice of virtue. Your Lordfhip's firm and perfeverit^ con- 
duft has effe(5):ed what our laws iicver could ; and iii Englishmaw 
now, is under a necelHcy of being either abfolutely free fipm faults and 

indifcretions— wA/Vi& is difficult or your -friend— ^i&/^ is im • 

fpffibk. For we have feen by Mr. Wilkes's treatment, that no man 
who is not, and who has not always been abfolutely Perfect himfeif, 
muft dare to arraign the mcafurcs of a minifljer ; it is not fufficient 
that he pay an inviolable regard to the laws, that he be a man of the 
ftrifteft and moft un-impeachcd honour ; that he be endowed with 
fuperior abilities and oualifications ; that he be bleiled with a be- 
nevolent, generous, noble, free foul; that he be infleidble, incor- 
ruptible, and brave ; that he prefer mfinitcly, the public welfare to 
his own inter eft, peace, and fafcty ; that his life be ever in his hand, 
ready to be paid down cbearfiilly, for the liberty of his country ; and 

that he be dauntJels and unwearied in her fervicc.- ^All this avails 

him nothing. — If it can be proved (though by the bafe means c^ 
TitEACHERY and Theft) that in ibmc umguarded wanton hour, he 
has uttered an indecent word, or jpenned a locrfe expreflbn— — Away 
with fuch a fcUow from the earth f ■■ J t is not fit that he ftiould 
live ! Oh did my youthful countrymen refled on this ! Did they only' 
confider the confequcnce of one imprudent aSion ! that it will in 
future, prevent them from doing even apod ones I —that it will not 
let theni, even ferve their country wim cStGt \ how cautious would 

they 

• The Double Mastered Prieft.l TTic Biibop of Glonccftcr, (who ka^ it cafier 
to fervc TWO Maftert dxan one Mtjtrefs) in the advertiiement to his DoSrime ofGrdce, 
pa^e 5. fiiysy ^< 1 hxvm a Matter abore, and I have onb bekw. I mean God and the' 
^* Iling. To them my Services are boiuid." 

A proof this, that his LorMhif^ has not «< pray his bible any better than Mr. War- 
BURTOtf didy (ice Canons ofCritidfin, Introd. to iftedit. p. 39.) For, unfortunately 
for the Biftop, our Saviour has declared, that '< No man can serve two Masters ; 
''. fgr either ne will hate the one and love the other, or elie he will hold to the one and 
** deipife the o thg/ * His Lcndfhip may take which fide of the aHemative be pleafcs ; 
sheogh it is nocvKenlt to determiiie nKh'ub he will chnfc. 
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they be, not to violate the dished decorum ! they would leave the 
inoft ridiculous prejudices of tolly and fuperftition untouched^ leaft 
they Jhould incapacitate themfelves, from offering hereafter, a nobler 
fervice to their country, by xiefending the common rights of mankind, 

and {landing forth the champions of Public Liberty. Wonder 

iiot, ye fons,of freedom, that fo few are found, who dare to under- 
take your <aufe! the party of the Perfect (even if that were a 
fecurity) never can be numerous. And they who have ever in their 
lives committed one vicious, nay, imprudent aftion, have no other 
choice, but to receive with filencc ind fubmiffion, the yoke ot fer- 
vitude. For if they fpeak they are undone ; and yet, if every man 
who has made an Essay on Woman,' is. By that, difqualified from 
attacking your oppreflbrs, and for that, to be abandoned by Tou\ 
where will you find defenders ? Look into your Adversary's lift of 
VIRTUOUS dependants, 'and you will find him, not fo nice, in the 
xrhoice of his Instruments. Confide? well, the merits of the pre- 
fent *minifters and placeman, and you will perceive, that Lord Bute's 
fentiments tally, exaftly with thofe of Caefar ; who made po fcruplc de- 
xo clare, that if "** Thieves and Murderers were inftiumental to him 
■** in acquiring the Empire ; he would rank them amongft his friends, 
** and reward them with the Ipoib of his virtuous enemies." Is not 
this exaftly our prefcnt fituation ? And does not the Favourite pef- 

fue precifely this plan ? ^Do wc not fee, that whilft the mildeft 

punifhments (or none at all) are inflicted on the more venial ofltnces 

Perjury, Treason, Sodomy, and Murder ; ^Whilft a W — j 

a B-s and a K — together with th^t ever renowned and worthy groupe 
o{ minifterial Assassins, Forbes, DunHj, and Martin, are careflcd 
and rewarded; — —the conftitutional powers, and the laws arc 
llretched, to find out a punifliment adequate to, and cruel enough, 
for the unpardonable crime of Patriotism and Public Spirit ? 
Even I, my countrymen, who now addrefs myfelf to you, — I, who 
am at prefent blefled with peace, with happinefs, and independence, 
a fair charafter, and an EASY fortune^ am at this moment forfeiting 
. them all! Soon muft I be beggared, vilified, imprifoned. The 
Hounds of power will be unkenneled, and laid upon the fcent. 
Thev will trade out diligently my fcotfteps from my very cradle ; 
and if I fliall te found once to have fet my Foot awry, — it is enough; 
-^— in(lant they open on me, — my private faults ihall juftify their Pub- 
lic Infamy, and the follies of my youth be pleaded in defence of 
their riper villainy. Spirit of Hampden, Russel, Sidney animate 
—my countrymen. 1 ihvoke not your aflillance for myfelf; fori 
was born indeed a Freeman ; my lieart in its firft pantings, beat to 
Liberty ; Jhe is twifted with my hcart-ftrings, and cannot be torn 
from thence. They have formed together a Gordian Knot, which 
cannot be untwijled by the fubtle finger of Corruption, nor loofened 
by the touch of fear. Nothing can feperatc us ; No ! not the cruel 
and bloody Sword of Tyranny. Her union with me is lovely and 
honourable through life \ and even in death, I will not be divided 
from her, I am, mji Lords, 

-kyr I ^r- ^ot your fervant, but 

^""^^ ^765. An ENGLISHMAN. • 

Now printed and Sold for the Author, by W, Moore, No. 55^ 
oppofite Hatton-Garden, Holborn ; where all the Numbers may be 
had feparate to compleat Sets— or the firft 28 neatly cut and fcwed 
in Blue Paper» Price 55. 6A 
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NUMBER XXXVI. To be continued Weekly, ^ 

SATURDAY, January 14, 1769. Frke Threepence. 



To the Author of the Extraordinary North Briton 

SIR, 

By making the following thoughts upon a good reign^ and 
a bad adminijiration, the fubjeft of your next, you will 
oblige, an enemy to no man but the enemies of human 
fociety, an advocate in the caiife of liberty, and 

Your moft humble fervant, 
"January 9, 1769. B. B. 

' I ^ H E condition of a chief magiftrate, is attended with 
\^ many cares and difficulties, efpecially in ^free country ; 
that it requires feveral peculiar virtues and qualifications to 
fupport it with any tolerable degree of Glory to himfclf, 
or Advantage to his people. 

I fhall therefore, endeavour in this paper, to furnifh your nu- 
merous readers, with fomc notes and marks of a good reign ; and 
this I defign to do ^n the moft general terms (but I will not 
fay without any particular application) fo that it may fervc as 
a mirrour for the princes of any age, and a leffon of inftrudtion 
to the people of all nations. 

The firft and fureft omen of ^ gQod reign is, the princess 
natural^ good inclination^ of which we may be at ^ny time 
affured, when he vifibly direfts all his views to the welfare 
and profperity of his kingdom ; when he conftantly endea- 
vours to cultivate the good opinion of his fubjedts, and looks 
on their affeSfionSy as the beft fupport and fecurity of his 
government. This is indeed, the fundamental ground work 
of ^ good reign (but this wasdeftroyed, in the beginning of a 

certain 
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certain reign) for it is impoffible that a n^an, of an evil, 
tyrannical, or ambitious temper, Should even reconcile him- 
lelf, to the-r ftubborn virtue of a free people : whereas, a 
prince, who centers all his ambition in the kve of hisfubjeSis^ 
.and ftudies this kind of laudable popularity y gives them the 
utmofl reafon t;o promife themfelves, a juft, prudent, and 
gentle adminiftration of affairs, fo far as it comes immedi- 
ately within his own power. But the perlbnal good difpofition 
of the prince, is not of itfelf, fufficicnt to fecure the' welfare 
and privileges of the people; becaufe, notwithftanding the 
moft gracious intentions, he may be milled into errors, and 
fome times very fatal ones ; either by his own wrong judgment j 
incapacity i want of knowledge y and objlinacyy or by the evil 
counfelb and influence, of defigning minifters, who are never 
wanting in tlieir endeavours, to make both their King and 
their countxy fubfervient to their own private intereft. (of this 
we have had a fatal inftance) 

It is therefore, another happy drcumftance for any nation, 
and a very promifing indication of a glorious reign, when 
there is a prince upon ^he throne, of known experience^ faga-- 
city J and penetration *y who hath, for years, applied himfelf to 
the ftudy of the laws, manners, and cuftoms of that coun- 
try, over which providence hath placed him; (and not to 
drawing and paintings which can be of little life to the well go- 
verning a kingdom) for* as Machiavel juilly obferves, that 
prince who^ hath no wifdom of his own, can never be well 

advfed Whenever therefore, this circumjlance ig, added to 

the former y the hopes and expectations of a nation may be 
juftly raifed; for, as his own good difpoftion will prevent him 
from making any perfonal attempts on their liberties, fo his 
knowledge of their confiitutiony will fecure both him, and them^ 
from the impolitions and defigns of mifchievous jlatefmen. 
It is likewife of great advantage to any nation, to have a King; 
of approved valour y condudly aiid fkill in military affairs ; the 
reputation of which, will make the people eafy in a perfuafion 
that none of their rights y privileg^esy or acquifitionsy will be 
tamely given up. {As Lord Bute, in the year 1762!, gave up 
all our moft valuable xonqueftsy after a long, glorious y and fuc- 
cefsful war) Oeconomy (I do not mean Scottijh ceconomy) is ano- 
ther excellent virtue in a fovereign prince ; efpecially when 
the exigfnces and necejjities of that community over which he 

prefides, require frugality and good management. By ceco-- 

nomyy I mean fuch a political parjimonyy in the difpofition of 
the publick treafure, as will mofl efFedlually conduce to 
lighten the burden of the' fubjeft, without eclipfing the luflure 
of the crown, or retrenching from the jufl dignity and gran- 
deur of HIM, who wears it# \^p'-< 

■ • 0^:^- But 



ii\ 



% 



X 



"^^1 
<\^\^ 






Digitized by ' 



No.XXXVL NORTH BRITON. 215 

But the moft certain, and indeed the moft infallible token 
^i ^ good reign is, when the prince applies himfelf perfonally 
to bufinefs^ examines the ftate of publick affairs; makes 
himfelf eafy of accefs ; and is always ready to receive the re- 
-prefeatations, complaints or requefts, of any of his fubjedts ; 
when he takes the difpolition of offices, honours and prefer- 
ments, into his own hands, and befhows them according to 
merit znA former fert)ices. This condudl in a prince is highly 
x:ommendable, as it tends to make the people eafy, at the 
fame time, that it fecures to himfelf, a number of faithful 
and lading friends, in whofe fervice and counfel he may 
•always depend ; but, when a minijler gets the afcendant fo far 
over his mailer (which (hews a weaknefs in the prince) as to 
engrofs the difpofal of all favours to himfelf, he will either 
fell them to the beft bidder, (as Lord Bute has done) or confer 
them on fuch men, as will become the tools and injlruments of 
his own corruption ; both equally deftru<ftive to the intereft of 
•the prince, and the welfare of the people. 

Indolence is a rock, which fevcral great monarchs of excel- 
lent virtues, have Iplit upon,; for it generally happens in 
courts f as it does in private families j which are feldom feen to 
ilourifh, where the majier never looks into his own affairs, but 
gives himfelf up entirely to the management and dire<5tion 

of his fervants The care of a royal boujholdy is jufl the 

fame in a higher degree.; and we fhall find upon enquiry, that 
as feveral great Kings, have obfcured the other glories of 
their reigns, by negligence^ fupinenefsy and repofing too much 
confidence in minijiersy fo there fcarce ever was a prince of poli^ 
tical inquiftivenefsy application^ and ceconomyy (I muft repeat it, 
not Scottifh oeconomy) who does not make a fhining figure in 
hiflory ; for fuch a commendable jealoujy of his miniilers, im- 
plies a concern for the good of his people, and is as neceifary 
in a good prince (who defires to reign in their affeSlions) \ti 
, order to fecure him againft the fnares and treachery oifelfijh 
minijiersy as it is in a wife people, to guard their Uberties 
againft the dcfigns and machinations of a bad prince. 

All therefore, which any nation hath to apprehend under 
the reign of a good prince is, the influence of evil counfellors ; 
and it being equally his intereft to guard himfelf againft thefe 
deceivers, mey may in a great meafure, banifh all fears of 
this kind, when they are fo happy as to live under a King of 
great perfonal knowledge j experience y refolutiony and circumjpec- 
tion ; for tho' if the worji of minijiers fhould find me^s to 
infinuate themfdves into fome degree of favour Wix!ti fuch a 
frinccy yet they will not be able to maintain it long, againft 
the ftrength of fo many royal virtues. Macbiavel takes no- 
tice, that there is an infallible rule for finding out a bad mini^ 
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Jier. " When you obfcrve your officer, fays he, more 
careful of bimfelftYizn oi you^ and all his adtions and defigns 
pointing at his own intereji and advantage^ that man will 
never be zgo$d mini/ier^ nor ought you to repofe any confid eru;e 
in him; for he, who hath the affairs of his prince in his 
hand, ought to lay afide, all thoughts of him/elf^ and rcga rd 
nothings but what is for the profit of his majier'* 

This doftrine I am afraid, is, a little too hard for the di- 
geftion of moft modern minijiers^ and what no prince muft 
exped too fee ftri<ftly pradifed in this age ; yet, when any 
great court officer goes diredly counter to this rule, and in- 
ftead of regarding nothing but what is for the profit of bis 
mafier^ feems to purfue nothings but what is for his own inter^ 
tji^ it is certain, that he is not a proper perfon to be intrufted 
with the honour of a prince, and the intcrefts of a whole 
kingdom. 

To this excellent rule of Machiavely may be added, feveral 
others for difcovering a bad minifier^ particularly, the follow- 
ing ones, viz. When he endeavours to fuppiant, a well 
known faithful fervant, who juftly deferves the favour of his 
prince, and the efteem of his coutitry, from the long experir- 
<nce which they have both had of his integrity and abilities^ 
When he ftrives to make a merit of fervices^ which arty body 
could have done as well, and values hinifelf upon zxiyfortu^ 
nate events and accidental advantages^ When he fet Jchemes 
and projeUs on foot, in which no honeft or unbiaffed perfon 
can be willing to concur; and never cares how Unpopular he 
renders his majier^ but endeavours to fecure himfelf in his 
employments, 'by promoting fuch meafures, as no man of 
fenfe and probity would undertake to carry on. When he 
hath manifeftly negotiated his prince into fuch difireffes and 
dependance on other nations, as will not only enable them to 
give him the law in foreign affairs, but may alfo prompt them 
to concern themfelves in matters of a domejiic nature ; good 
policy requiring them to exert their utaioft for the continu- 
ance of a minifter, if he appears the leaft in danger, who hath 
made them io valuable a facrifice of the intereAs of his own 
country. 

When he grows infinitely richer than his fellow fervants; 
nay, richer than any of his ptedeceffor. 

When he difcovers a terrour upon the leaft appearance of 
being called to account, and will fubmit to any thing in order 
to maintain his ma/ier'% favour, not out of any love which 
he hath ibr him, but from an appreheniion, that the lofs of 
hi& protediony will bring him unaer a fevere examination. 

When he endeavours to make his trince fUght^ negleSl, or 
even mal^treat men, whom he perjonaltj dijUkes, notwith-^ 
Aanding they may be remarkably zealous and affectionate to 

their 
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their fovereign. In hopes, that cantinned provocations and ///- 
zifage will, at length, make them fo defperate, as to become 
enemies to his majler as well as himfelf. 

When he does every thing in his power to foment divijionsy 
and keep aip the fpirit of party ^ in order, to turn off the eyes 
of the nation from his own infamous actions. I may mention 
under this head, the liberty of the prefs \ which being the chief 
fculwark and fupport of liberty y in general hath been conftantly 
looked on with an evil eye, by wicked minifiers in all ages, and 
in all countries; as well as reftrained or difcouraged, in fome 
degree or other, according as their power has prevailed. 

Another fure mark of a bad adminijlration is, when we fee 
flatefmen endeavouring to practice on fenates or popular ajfem- 
Z^liesy and inaking ufe of any' unwarrantable methods to in- 
fluence the members^ or impair the freedom of thofe honour- 
^-^ble and moft augujl bodies. To this I may likewife add, , all 
xneafuces which tend to zhridgt J>uilici liberty ^ or unjuftly to 
-deprive any fubjeft of his life, freedom, or eftate, by forging 
or fuborning evidence^ packing juriesy corrupting the learned 
^j^athers of the laWy and other vile practices, which were fo 
loudly complained of, in the crown profecutions of King Charles 
ahd King James the fecond. And we have feen in a reign 
Unce that of James the fecond, profecutions of a fimilar- na- 
ture, carried on with uiwelenting cruelty, to gratify the im- 
placable revenge, of a proftitute royal favourite. 

All thefe are infallible fymptoms of a bad mintjler\ nor. 
is it at any time to be feared, that fuch a one. will con- 
tinue long in the favour or 'efteem, of a wife and goo^ King. 
'When any of thefe things appear m the management of 
publick affairs, the profpedt is by no means promifing, but 
"when they all concur, we ought to condole our unhappy 
country, and unanimoufly lift up our hands to heaven for 
^Jpeedy deliverance. 

I fhould be wanting both in duty and gratitude, to an 
inexcufeable- degree, did I conclude this paper without turn- 
ing my eyes to the Throne, and applying what I have faid, 
to that moil excellent Prince, who now fills it; for as we 
cannot juftly have the Icaft apprehenfioii of danger from. his 
jperfonal difpoftioUj which wc know, by long experience y to 
be mildy gentle and clemently fo he hath difcovered feveral 
qualificatioiis and endowments y which feem peculiarly adapted 
to guard him againft the influence of evil counfellorsy and the 
ilominion of arbitrary minifers. 
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ADVERTISEMENT I. 



WHEREAS the Public has been moft grofly imf>ofed 
oa, and abufed by the late invented Golden Trujfes 
for preventing of Ruptures^ which, 'tis now known, have 
proved ineffeSiual: This is to give notice to all perfons, that 
2i preparation oi fieel\% making at a certain place y which will 
have a much better eiFedl, by entirely changing the conftitutiouy 
and making it more ftrong and vigorous for the future. 



ADVERTISEMENT II. 

Speedily will be publijhedy 

THE Reasonableness of Conformity to the Mea- 
fures of a COURT. In which all Political Examina^ 
tions, and Private Judgment, vnll be proved to be ai/olutely 
and properly inconfiftent with the Nature and End oi Civil 
Government. To which will be added. An Appendix, con- 
taining fome perfuafive Confiderations on the Propitablb- 
UESs of fuch Conformity. 
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SATURDAY Januar^y 12, 1769. Price Three-pence. 



To the Author ofthe Extraordinary North Briton* 

S I R, 

L^rd B^icon fays y Of all History, Biography is the mo/ 
profitable and ufeful% and I may addy that o; lives ^ ibofe osf 
Jawyers an not the ka/i inSereffing : and of all lawyers^ iffat 
ef Lord Chief Justice Holt is, perfuipSy mofl worthy 
to he trafimtted to pofierity. 7 ben never was an ablet, more 
unHaffed, and upright Judge ^e England was a natiin. 

^ His Vife is interefiing to every individual, who Jets the leafi vakg 
en the fecurity of his liberty or property ; / therefore lend it to 
jOK, as a proper jubj.S for one of your papers, % and beg leave 
to recommend a serious perufal of it /^Lord Mansfield, 
who has long graced the adminiS ration ff publick jt^ice of 
this kingdom. ' 

r^'^A'^ H E Righ Honourable Sir John Holt, Knight, Lord 
^ :j- jf Chief Juftice of the Court of King's Bench, in the 
V MW^ reign of 'King William and Queen Mary, jnoft .emi- 
u^F^^ji nent for iiis abilities, integritjr, and courage, la the 
execution of his high and important office, at a time when his 
prince and country ftood much in need of an able and upright 
judge, was the eldeft Ion of Sir Thomas Holt, Knight, ferjeant 
at lawin King Charles the fecond's reign ; by Sufan his wife, 
daughter of John Peacock, -of Chawley in the county of 
Berks 5 he wa&lxirn in the year 1642, 17th of Charles L in a 
market town called Thame, in Oxfordlliite, and educated at 
Abingdon fchool, while his father was recorder of that town. 
Ht became a Gentleman-commoner of Oriel college Oxford^ 
-under the tuition, of Mn Francis 3arry. , In t}\t year 1658, 
loth of Charles 11, he entered himfelf of GhrayVlnn, before he 
t^ok-a degree, fometime after which, he was called to the bar, 
where, by applying himfelf witH great induftry.to the ftudy 
of the common law, he arrived .at fo great a knowledge 
therein, that he foon became a^ very eminent barrlfter, in- 
foniuch, that v^h^n the Earl of Danby (great grandfather to 
3ii$ prefent Grace theDukeof Xecds} was* in> the ye^ir 1678^ 

;-ioth 
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30th of Charles IL impeached in parliament by the Com- 
mons, the Lords appointed ferjeant Raymond, (father of that 
eminent lawyer, the late Lord Chief Juftice Reymoni) Mr, 
Saunders, afterwards Chief Juftice of the King's Bench, and 
Mr. Holt, to be of his council ; but the Commons, by a vote 
which was pofted round Weftmitifter Hall and the Parliament 
Houfe, prohibited the fame, upon the fevered penalties. 
On the thirteenth day of February, 1685, 2d of James II, he 
wag made Recorder of London, by letters patent, by com- 
miflion, in the peace of Sir Thomas Jenner, made one of 
the Barons of the Excequer, in the room of Sir Edward 
NcviHs, and a Knight, by the favour of King James the 
fecond. 

Having difcharged the office of Recorder, with much can- 
dour and applaufe, for the fpace of one year and an half, 
he was removed thence, becaufe he would not give his hand 
towards taking away the teftj and though King James the 
fecond had no other war, but againft the laws and conftitu- 
tlon of the nation, yet he would have tlie ad, which 
makes It death without benefit of clergy, for anv foldier, 
taking pay in the King's fervice, in his wars beyond fea, and 
upon fea», or in Scotland, to defert his officer, to extend to 
this army thus raifed by him in time of peace, to enflave the 
nation, in the year 1687, (or about the latter end of the year 
1686) and becaufe the recorder of London, Sir John Holt, 
would not expound this law to the King's defign, he was put 
outof fais place, and fo was Sir Edward Herbert, from bemg 
Chief Juftice of the court of King's Be^ch, to make room 
for Sir Robert Wright, to hang a poor foldier upon this 
ftatute, and afterwards this ftatute did the work without any 
further difpute. On the twenty-fecond day of April, in tte 
year 1686, 3d of James II. or thereabouts, he was called to 
the degree of a ferjeant at law, with many others. Being 
chofen a member for the convention parliament, called by the 
Prince of Orange to fettle the nation ; upon King James's 
withdrawing into France,, in the year 1688, he was appointed 
to be one of the managers of the Comnioas, at the confer- 
rencies held with thofe of the Lords, about the abdication, and 
the vacancy of the throne. He had an opportunity of lliewing 
his great abilities and inclination, upon that folemn occofion; 
and It is not at all unlikly^ bjt it forwarded his advance- 
ment: for the government bjinc^ fettled, and King* William 
fixed upon the throne. Sir Join Holt \va€, on the fourth day 
of May, in the year 1689, mide Lord Chief Juftice of the 
court of King's 6en<;h $ on the feventh day of the fame 
month, he was chpfen one of the governors of the Charter- 
Houfe, in the room of the moft infamous and inhuman 
wretch that ever difgraced the feat of Juftice) Lord Chancellor 
JefFeriesj and in Auguft, in. the fame year, was admitted 
into his Majefty's moft honourable privy-council. When the 
Lord Chancellor Sommers parted with the great feal, in the 
year 1700, it continued undifpofed of, fbr.fome tinie; King 
William prefled the Lord Chief Juftice Holt to accept of it, 
but he replied, '*'That he never had but one Chancery caufc 
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" in his life, which he loft, and confequently could not think 

** himfelf fitly qualified for fo great a truft/^ 
There had been great complaints long made^ which much 

encreafed, foon after the acceffion of Queen Anne to the 
fthrone, of great partiality and injuftice, m the eleftions of 
.parliament men, both by (heriffs in counties, and by returning.. • r 

* officers' in boroughs. 

In Ayleibury, the return was made by four conftables, and 

• it was believed that they made a bargain with fome of the 
♦candidates, and then managed the matter fo, as to be fure 
.that the majority Ihould be for ^the perfon to whom they had 

engaged themfelves ; they canvaffed about the town to know 
how the votes were fet, and they refolved to find fome pre- 
-tdnce for difabling thoie who were engaged to vote fot the- 
other candidates, not their friends, that they mi^ht be fure 
to have a majority in their own hands. And when this mat* 
tter cahie to be exaniined by the houfeof Commons, they gavij 
the eledion for him', who was reckoned of the majority, in 
a manner lb bat^-faced, that they were fcarce out of counte- 
. nance, when they were charged for injuftice, in judging, of 
-cteStions: It was not' eafy tQ tad a remedy to fiich a*^ crying j 
. abuft; bf Which, all fides in their turrhs, ai they Happened 
to bfe' dejprtJflHd, hkd' made' great complaints ;» but, when thej?* 
..came to be thfe majority, fe'emed to have forgot all that they 
had fohnferly cohiplaihed o£ ^t laff, however, aii action 
was* brdu^hr agairift^ the conftables of Ayleltur^ at the {vat 
' of one Alhbey, who had always been admittea io vbte at 
former ele<ftions, but wis denied it in the laft elei5fioD^ Tbi^ 
-was tried at the affizes, and if was' foiind. there by the jury, 
that tfe coiilikbtes had denied him a" right^ of whicK he was^ 
. undoubtedly in poflfeflion ; fo they were to l^rcaft^ indamag^s^^ 
btet a mbn6n waS made' in the. QueoiTs^ BencTi ih^aVreft of 
judgWeritt, fince' n6 agloH dld^li'e, or had^ever. been brought 
ujkin thkt abcourit. r6^6lj Powis, and Goul^',' were of opi^^ 
nion, that lio hiift >tf4is done' the man j that the judgir^ of 
eleifHbift' tJrflbnjgs to Ae^ hcjuIeT. of Coinmbiis ; thjit as diU 
aflfoff iilfes^ tife firft of its kind, fo if was avowed it would-, 
bitte'bilarii infinity of luTts, and-jiut all* the'om'^ers concemei 
in; tnat matter ^ lirxih ^IreSt difficulties ; tord CKidT Jyftice, 
I^]R}fIt, though alone; yet diff^^ was of'opr- 

nioii, thatthe pliftitiffought to have judgment^, 

iJjScd tKfe.atgfkiriieilts of this cafe, »tlie C.hWf^te laid; 
»tlft pArittff ha€ a* particular right, veffed in hili), to vote-; i 

\¥ferit'ribtiten a*wfbng thine and injury to tKat ri|b't',/to relufe, 
^t^ rit€iSti ifer'vyfe? $5" 4t a borough lias' right pf <?oinmpn^ ' ^• 

.aH^d'the fkVriierf.are" hiridifrfd froni enjo^ring it*' ^ inclofure;' .,| 

of Ae' lfl(fe, *^er^' ffeeTnan imy matiitaip his'ai^ibn. Th'is '^ 

a^ib* Sfeu^^ ij^tffe^pkfjkiff, far'^th^ihfrin of hsi 

frSHcHtfe. ^6u' #<»Hd^ hjVe* riofhlng* t<^ U a^daifia^;. ^but 
•w!t^iS^i/hiS*y, aiid^a dlaffa^^ tb"^ FH^pTrty. If 4 man .feVa 
R^feAk BifeVWifi, ^dlbug^ no^fe5?^;fe«*due"i6"Kih at"con^ 
.trfb#ls?#, yg^ ir ririlfemetitfeNi^Iiln mi liberty; apd eaEe- 
^ofmii" protfef^ t!iW, it' is ^'. inVifi&i- o¥ m irimdirire; and^ 

he 
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he may bring his a6^ion, and there is the fame reafon in this 
cafe J althouj^ this matter relates to parliament, yet it is an . 
injury precedaneous to the parliament j as Lord Hale faid in 
the cafe df Barnardifton and Soame. The parliament cannot 
judge of this injury, nor give damage to the plantifF for it ; 
they cannot make him a recompence. Let all people come 
im and vote faifly j it is to fupport one or the other party to 
deny any. man to vote* By my confent, if fuch an action 
• comes to be tried before me, I will direcft the jury to make 
him pay well for it ; it is denying him his Englim right, and if 
this action -be not allowed, a man may be for ever deprived of 
it. *It is a great privilege, to chufefuch perfoi-i, as are to bind 
a man^s life and property by the laws they make. 

Paty, and four others, being committed by the Speaker of 
the Hbufe of Commons, by virtue of an order of that houfe, 
moved for an Habeas Corpus to bring them before the court of 
Queen's Bench, the warrant was returned, which follows in 
haec verba : " Martis 5 die Decembris, 1704. By virtue of 
an order of the Houfe of Commons of JEingland, in parliament 
aflembled, this day made, thefe are to require you forthwith,, 
upon 'fight hereof, to receive into jour cuftody the body of 
Jdhn Paty, who, as it appears to the Houfe of Commons, is 
guilty of commencing and profecuttn^ an a<5lion at common 
law agalnft the late conftables of Ayleibury, for not allowing 
his vote in the ele<5tion of mem'bers to ferve in parliament, 
contraiy to the declaration, in high contempt of the jurif- 
diftion, and in breach of the known privileges of this houfe j 
and him in fafe cuftody to keep during the pleafui;e of the 
faid Houfe of Commons, for which this ihall be your warrant. 
Given under my hand this 5th of December, 1704. To th6 
keeper of her Majefty*s goal of Newgate, or his deputy." 
The warrant was figned Robert Harley. This Habeas Corpus 
was moved for on the laft Monday but one in Hilary term, 
r704, and the court granted the writ returnable the Saturday 
after. The defendants were brought up accordingly, and 
Mr. Montague, Mr. Page, Mr. Lechmere, and Mr, Denton, 
argued,' that they ought to be difcharged. There were no 
council to maintain the feommitment. The court put off 
delivering their opinion till Monday, which was the laft day 
of. the term, and then all ferfatim delivered their opinions. 
Chief Juftice Holt argued to the following effeift; He faid; 
That the legality of the commitment depended upon the vote ' 
recited in the warrant; and, for his , part, he thought the 
prifoners ought to be difchargeJ, though, in this his* opinion; 
he was fo unfortunate as to go contoratv to the Houfe. <rf 
'Commonis, and the opinion of all the reft of the judges of 
England, whofe alliftance they had defired, and there had 
been a meeting for that purpofe. He faid, this was not fuch . 
an imprifonment as the freeman of England ought to be . 
•bound by J tor that this, which was only doing a legal a(fl, . 
could not "be made illegal by the vote of the Mouife of Com- 
.ihons ; for that neither Houfe of Parliament, nor both Houfes 
/jointly, could difpofe of the liberty or jroper^y of the fub-v 
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je<ft for to tills purpofc the Queen muft join: acid that it 
i^as in the neceffity of their feveral concurrencies to fuch a^s, 
^tiat the great fecurity of the liberty of the fubjec> confifted. 
JF-Ie faid, that the firft matter which was laid as a breach of 
j>rivilege was none; and to that purpofe he cited Binyon's 
c^3.fe, where, in an Aflumpfit, the defendant pleaded the ftatute 
c>:£" Limitations j and the plantiif replied, that the defendant 
-was a parliament man, &c. and the plea was over-ruled, 
t>^caufe one might file an original againft a parliament man, 
^g» nd continue it down without breach of privilege. And that 
it.ihould be fo, is of abfolute neceffity, in order to fave the 
^f^^tute of Limitations; for otherwife, not being provided for 
t>^ an exception, the plantiif would be barred of his a<51ion, 
-sr^otwithftandiiig that he could not file an original one« So a man 
"^?*-Hiilft member of parliament, may alien his eflate by fine 
"^^^«^ith proclamations, and a perfon that has right may be ne- 
^^1:= ^ifitated to enter an adion to fave the bar that would 
^cur againft him by the ilatute of 4 Hen. VII. So one 
ay commence an suf^ion againfl a member of parliament that 
i~^ executor; and confequently the commencing an a<^ion 
3^ ^inft th9 conftabks of Aylelbury is no breach of privilege, 
■^^s to profecutiAg the a6^ion, which was the fecond matter 
•■^efeid it"i«ras uncertain what kind of profecuting they meant 
^53r pn)fecuting inight be only continuing the original, which 
^^ s. I faid before, would be no breach of privilege ; though 
^^ken out a Capial, or a Diflringas, would. The third thing 
-m.s, the people the aftion is brought againfl, viz. the cpn- 
"^^abi^s of Aylelbury; now it does not appear that the con- 
^^lables of Aylelbury have any privilege, and if they have any^ 
i t ought to have been fet out, becaufe as conftabks of Aylefbury, 
^ hey have no more privilege than the conflables of St. Martin's 
-i^xi the Fields. The founh matter, he faid, was for brining 
-^n a<5tion at common law, for not allowing his vote in the 
^«le(5^ion of members to ferve in parliament. Now to bring 
an action againfl a perfon who is not privileged, he faid, wa« 
-up offence, though no a6Hon wouW He in this cafe, or though 
the matter upon which the aftion was grounded was falfe. . 
3 will fu|^x>fe, that the bringing fuch actions was declared 
by the Houfe of Commons to be a breach of privilege that 
was 90t fo beftwre. But if they have any fuch privilege, they 
ought to fhew precedents of it. The privileges of the Houfn 
of Commons are well known, founded upon the law o^ the 
•land,, and ace nothing but the law; as we all know they 
have no privileges, in x:afes of breach 'of the peace •: and if they 
declare themfehres to have privUeges wlifch they liave no leeal 
•claim to, the people of England will not be flopped by that 
declaration, 'i'his privilege of theirs -ernKtms" tire liberty of 
the people of England in an high degree, by fubje^^ing them 
to imprifonment for the infringement of them, which i€ 
•what the people cannot be fuhe&td ta without an ia61 of 
f>arliament. As to what was faid, that the Houfe of Com- 
=nncK» are judges of their own privileges, he laid, they were 
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fd whte they come befote them ; but when' a mattex of pri- 
vileges comes in queftion in Weftminfter-Hall, the judges muft 
-determine it,- as they did in Binyon's cafe. Suppole thefe 
a^ons againft the conftables of Aylelbury had gone on, and 
the defendants had pleaded this pdvilege, we mull have de- 
tormined whether there was any fuch privilege or. no. And 
we may as well determine it upon the return of this Habeas 
Corpus, for the defendants, are in a prqper courfe of law, and 
•the matter appears to us upon record, as well this way as 
if it was pleaded to an acftion. Thus he proceeded with many 
judicious and learned arguments ; and, amonp; ihe reft, quoted 
the anfwer of King Charles the Firft to the d ;claration and 
votes of the two Houfes concerning Hull, v\ n rein, among 
other things, the King faid, He very well knew the great and 
unlimited power of a Parliament, but he knew as well it was 
only in that fenfe ; as he was. a. part of that Parliament, without 
hrm, and againft his confent, the votes of either, or both 
Houtes together, muft not, could not (Ihould not, if he could 
help it, for his fubje^ts fake as well as his own) forbid any 
thing that .was enjomed by the law, or enjoin any thing that 
was forbidden by the law. And the Chief Juftice faid, if the 
action was a breach of the privilege of the Houfe of Commons, 
-why was not Ailibey committed, when he- iirft brought tftt 
a<5lion ? But the fuffiering him to go on with his a<§ion is 
an argument, that this pretence o( privilege is a new thing. 
Afhbey recovered in this action, and t^ofc men have follow- 
ed hisfteps, and yet they are here faid »to have aded in brearh 
of. the privilege of the Houfe of Commons. He faid, the 
bringing this adion is faid to be in high contempt of the jurif- 
dilution of the Houfe of Commons; butlhat, he faid, could 
not be, becaufe neither Houfe of Parliament could hold plea 
in any a<5lion ; and belides, the defendants might wave their 
privilege. He faid, the caufe of the commitment of the pri- 
soners beingexprefledin the warrant. He faid, both Houfes of 
Parliament were bound by the law of the land, and in their ac- 
'tions wejre obliged to prove it. Notwithftanding his Lordlhip's 
judgment.was clear, folid, ^nd convincing, yet ^he^ther judges 
Deing of a contrary opinion, ^t he prilbncMrs were . remanded to 
N^BWgate. This affair niade great noife, and the heroical refo- 
lution of the Lord <Jhief Juftice was no lefs applauded, than 
his iqtegrity, penetration, and learning -univerfally acknow- 
'Icdged. Thus he nobly defended the rights, liberties, znd pro- 
perties of the people, when they came in judgment before him. 
Heaven fend us a Holt ! And hett- — take what's thy due, for 
juftice is perverted! And I will pronouacc that this nation is 
haftening to its ruin.- 



Now printed and Sold for the Author, by W. Moore, No. 55, 
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To the Author of the Extraordinary North Briton* 

SIR, 

If you think the followihg refledions worth your notice, I beg., 
you will make them the fubjeA of your next paper> and you. 
will oblige a friend to the caufe of liberty. 

Bruttm-ftrcei^ Jan. 24^ 
1769. 

OF all th* diftcmpers whicK are incident ter a ftate, none feems' 
to be of a more dangerous confequence than what may pro- 
perly be called a political lethargy, which lays all the noble fa- 
culties, generous paflions,' and focial virtues, as it were by opium, 
in a profound trance, and thereby leaves public minifters at their 
difcretion, and undfcr a ftrong temptation to do whatever their 
ambition diftates, with impunity. When the generality of any 
nation are feized with this malady (as ours has been for fomo / 
y^ars) it ftupifies and benumbs all their fenfes in fuch a manner^ 
that they cannot feel the nloft acute pains, nor perceive the heavieft 
burthens, the fharpcft calamities, or the moft gjievous indig^- 

niti€»^ 
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mties that are impofed upon them. A man m a Icthagg y has suy 
more notion of liberty or flavery^ than one who has been in his 
grave for a year. A political lethargy is, in every refpeft, like a 
a natural one, with this aggravation, that whereas the latter afFefts^ 
only individuals, by rendering the world joylefs to them, at the 
fame time that it exempts them fixnn all fenfe of pain, lofs, and 
impo&ionf ) the ibrmer, befuks thpfe influtnces. oiv private 
perfons, extends itfelf to the public, and makes^ pofterky fed the 
cffeiJts of our infenfibility. 

This popular difcafe proceeds, like other diftcmpers, ^rom^ 
diflticm caufcs , and i»ay be di fo o vcrc dby vaciom ^ini^toms^ which > 
it is my duty, as a political phyficiaa>, to point OKit to my coun— 
trymenr 

Sometimes it is, m a manner, inborn, and arife? from a natural ' 
coldnefs and pJdeghmatic temper of obifld, uninformed with any 
public principles, or any regard for the hpnour and welfare of 
the comcrmiiityr Whea this happens to be the cafc^ aad fijch 
a languid difpofition is mbced with the blood, and interwoven with 
the conlHtution, (whictr will app e ar by a profefftd i ndifFerence 
in all public affairs) it is in vain to apply any remedy. 

Sometimes it proceeds from pufill'animity, or indolence, from 
the fear of oppofition^ or a falfe notion of quiet and tranquility. 
There are many men^ who. do not want abilities to difcem the 
grievances of the public, nor inclination to fee them rcdreflfed ; 
and yet, through a mean, daftardly ipirit,, ami a delve ctf living,, 
eafy, chufe to fit down contented, and patiently fubmit to any 
oppreflion, rather than ftir againft the opprcflbr, or run the 
Icdl hazard in the caufe of virtue and liberty. As^they have too 
much fenfe and integrity to concur with the public enemy in any 
rf Jris pernicious defigns, fo they are very free, upon all occafions^ . 
to exprcfe their hearty wifhes to fee them defeated and overthrown. . 
But tbeyare fi) much terrified with, great names and bluftering 
fpeechcs, that they are not only dilheartened from appearing, 
againft them themfeJves, but do all that lies in their power to- 
dilcouragc others,, by magnified difficulties and frightful repre- 
Ifentatioiis. They fcem to diftrufc the judgment of all opponent,, 
At the fame time that they applaud their zeal ; and look upon 
them, at bcft, as a fort of frantic enthufiafts for liberty, and well- 
meaning nwttiracn* ;t> 'v 
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iffyfSi ptwdfiM ihonJd ever prevail, pnd tbe tfeneralityof man^ 
kjod &0iild imkace the coixJuA of thefe negative patriots^ what aa 
bopeftil oondition w<mld the m>rid jbc ibon ini There would, na 
doubt, be excelkot is^MgiMnent, and moil: ble^ed meaiufes pur* 
fued in- all nations, provided miniilers were left, in this nianoer, to 
do every thing which fliould feem good in their own eyes, without 
any oppoficioD or amqAadverfion* 

By the fame method of r€^a6>nmg, it wouM be eafy to prove,, 
tbat it h lidkulws to iafift on the &r\& obfenration of any moral 
or Chriftiaa duties^, whtlft there is £> general a current agaiaft 
them; aad fi> little probability; that any preaching or pains 
mJi eiwr be able to banifli vice and wickedttcfs mtirely out of the 
world. Yet;, u the prev^iknce of immorality,^ will not excuft the 
ckigy fi^m bein; z^4ou$ in their eachort^ions againft it,, fo it is 
equally unjuftifiable, and leaft of all becomes men of that func- 
tion, to difcountenancc public virtue, and the love of dieir coun- 
try, by reprcfcnting the praflicc of them, cither as dangerous,. 
or romantick^ and improving, by thcfe meanst.the ftavifti doftrinc 
0fp4i^€ ^diptcey by extending it ever to the worftof minifters. 

But, as it is tlie dut7 of every honcft man, to itand up and 
contend, upoo aU occafions, foir the rights and liberties of his 
country, however powerfully they may be, at any time invaded 5 
^ I have the fati&fa<ftioa toc^ierve, that we ^o xiOf. want inftanccs 
m hiftory, where a fmaU oppolidon,. vigoroufly carried on, and 
piaimaioed with conftancy, has been foiund to prevail over the 
ftrongeft combinatiom. Even dcfpair jibmetimcs infpires men 
with Aitch refo^ution, as makes them forget all danger, and furmoun; 
aU difficulties, leading them oa to viftory fnd triumph. This 
fcems » hftve been the cafe of the Locrians^ as JuHn relate^ it, 
who mar<:hing into the field, with only fifteen thoufand men againft 
Uie CratoMom^ who had no lefs than an hundred nnd twenty thou^ 
fitnd^ imd giving over all hopes of vi3oij^ refolved to fall bravely 
ki battle,, ^nd unanimoufly agreed to fight it out to <he lail man's 
Jcfpair having infpired every one of them with fo much ardour, 
.that they e&eemed an honourabl£ death as a kind of vie- 

But this glorious refolution had another effeft, and ended 
id the <lefeat of their eneniies, notwithftanding fo great a defpa- 
rity in numbers. . Tlic fame author, in another pl^ce, tells. 
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us, that the Crotofiians being foon after invaded by Dyamfius^ 
ivith great difadvantage on their fide, made a more obftinatc 
and fuccefsful rcfiftance with z fmaVr number of men againft 
a vafi army^ than they did before with Jo many tboufmds againft 
a handful of the Locrians. 

There are fo many inftances of the fame kind to be mc^ 
with in the Roman and Grecian hiftories, as well as in the 
annals of moft other nations, that it would look like pedantry, 
or puerile oftentation, to quote any more Nor do thefe things 
depend on the veracity and authority (^ antient writen, but 
are fufficiently confirmed by the hiftory and experience o£ 
later times, which will fumifii us with feveral examples of the 
moft powerful and formidable fuperiarities in number, which 
have been overcome by the unaainaity, vig^ir, and refohicion 
of inferior parties. 

The republic of Holland was reduced to fiich diftrefs, Ibtnc^ 
what above feventy years ago, by the united arm^ of England 
and France^ that the Lords of Amfterdam ailembled together, iir 
order to confult what meafures to take -, and it even became 
a qucftion in dth^xt^ Whether they Jhould not fend their keys to 
the French King at Utrecht ? And we are alTured, that fbme 
of them were fo much mtimidated, and poflefled of fuch cowardly 
tempers, that they were not alhamed to argue publickly, in 
that aflembly, for the aflinriative; which perhaps might have 
been carried, if it had not been prevented by Monf. TuUpi 
one of the burgomafters, a man of a brave, invincible fpi- 
rit, who ran to the window, and vowed if they did not lay 
afide aH thoughts of fubmitting to Fiance, he would call out 
to the people, (who were crowding about the Stadthoufe) and 
have them torn to pieces •, which put an end to that fcanda-- 
Ibus difpute. Thus that great ftate was, in a manner, refcued 
from inimediate deftruftion by the magnanimity of one man,, 
as it was afterwards fully fecured in the pofleflion of its for- 
mer liberties, by the heroic fortitude and conduft of the young 
Prince of Orange, (that immortal deliverer of his own country^ 
as well as of ours) to whom only it is owing that they have ever 
jfince continued to make a figure amongft the nations pf the eartli.. 

Thefe examples, and a multitude of others, which every man's 
feflcftion will fiipply him with, are fufficicnt to fliew, that the 

ftrongcft 
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ftrongeft confederacies of powder, i>r the mofl: vioteiu; torrents of 
eorruption, ought not to difcovmge Ui ia the cwk of virtue, nor 
induce us to defpair of ibccefe. I fluS therefor only add, under 
tbis head, that as thofe fneaking, timorous, fmi-poiriots^ who dare 
not openfy arow their opinions, or ad; according to them, are 
ahrafs treated with contempt by the enemies §f their 4:mMry^ whofe 
meafures diey harre not the courage to oppofe % io they ought to 
Be looked upon in the lame li^ by tte aflcrtori of liberty^ whom 
they meanly dcfcrt, and dot to re^ any advantages from the 
manumiffioA of their country^ (when that is e&<5Ud) to whkh they 
were afraid to contribute thtir afliiftancc.. 

A political lethargy is occafioned by nothing more commonly, 
or more eflfc<aually, than by a general fpirit of luxury and profu- 
fion, or- a prevailing appetite to foft, efFeminatc inventions, and 
wanton entertainments ; for as thefe things tend to enervate the 
mind, for they have always been found to engrofs the attention, 
and' divert the tlioughtar from rdlcftkig on other matters ©f tlic 
utnv^ confequence, which, under fuch;'infatiiatton;^ceafe to give 
li^ ^ny fttisfadion or concern* , 

When the Ipirit and morals of a people are diflblved in vohf- 
tuoufnefsy and its conftant attendant corruption^ they give thertifelves 
up intirely to the purfuits of private pleaforc, and care not how ' 
the great affairs of the world go on, as long as they can proceed, 
without interruption, in the full enjoyment of their favourite^di^ 
veriions. 

And though ///-^i!5^»«rf minijiers^ in all ages, have conflantly^ 
made ufe of thefe methods, to throw tKeir fellow-fubjeAs into fuch 
a lethargy as I have been defcribing, in order to carry on their 
wicked defigns with fafety,.and many Hourilhing kingdoms hav6 
iMren thereby deAroyed^ yet io deceitfiil.a Syren i^ pLtEASUR£:, and 
has fuch a»^ aHuring power over thofe mind$, in which it has once 
found.admittance, that it is a matter of the utmoft diiEculty. to 
free mankind of ijts tyranny, or convince themof tlieir danger", till 
f it is too late to avoid it. 

jap It is well known, that the fubverfion of thei?^»w» commonwealth 
was chiefly occafioned by fuch a prevailing diflblution of manners, , 

f which was too nearly our own cafe, in the luxurious reign of King . 
Charles the Second, 

Rut. 
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But it is the peculiar blefling of this nation, at prefent, that wc 
live under an adminiftration that does not ftand in need of any 
luch arts to blind the eyes of the people, or lay us afleep in hixuiy 
and indolence ; for, on the contrary, they feem to be fo confcious 
of their integrity, and thejuftice of their cauft, that they make ufe 
of all methods to awaken our attention, and encourage us to 
examine their conduft. We therefore cannot have any apprehen- 
(ions of danger, whilft affairs are conduced in fo candid and im- 
parti^ a manner ; nor fufpe6l any /// defigns in men, who conde- 
{ocvAfirft to toll the alarm-beU^ which may poflibly excite ethers tQi. 
raiie it, and ring it out in th^ears of the nation. 



Tfie Autlor to die Public. 

ON Tuefdof next will be publilhed, by ME, the SECRET 
SCENE of INFAMY and WICKEDNESS, which has 
been carried on, for one Month paft, by Sir William Bcauhcamf* 
Proctor, Juftice Kelynge, Juftice Pell, and John Brouchton^ 
Bruifer. With fome Thoughts upoa a latt RESPITE, and 
Advice to an obftinatc Prince^ 



Now printed and Sold for ^the Author, by W. Mo<^e, No. sS> 
oppolitc Hatton-Garden, Holborn; where all the Numbers may- 
be had fcparate to complcat Sets. 
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Author of the Extraordinary North Briton. 

R, 

s moft certain, that the riches of a nation confifl in 
number of its inhabitants, when thofe inhabitants are 
ally employed, and no more of them live upon the 
' of others, than are neceflary to prefervc the oeconomy 
^hole : for the reft, fuch as gamefters, cheats, thieves, 
; and abbey-lubbers, with fojae of their betters, wafte 
troy the public wealth, without adding any thing to it. 
>re, if any nation drive, either by violence or by ill 
id diftrefs, any of its fubjedts out of their country, 
far enervate the ftate, and let out part of their beft 

Now, in many inftances, men add more to the pub- 
ic by being out of their country than in it ; as am- 
•s, public minifters, and their retinue, who tranfaft 
lifs of a nation; merchants and tradefmen, who 
n its traffic ; fbldiers, in neceflary wars ; and fome- 
ravellers, who teach us the cuftoms, manners, and 

of dtftant countries, whereby we may regulate and 
t our own. All, or moft of thefe return to us again 
dvantage ; but in other inftances, a man leaves his 
, never, or very rarely, to return again : and then 
:e will fufFer lofs, if the perfon fo leaving it be not 
ed abroad in fuch induftry, in raifing fuch commodi- 
• in performing fuch fervices, as will return more 
to his native country, than they fufter prejudice, by 
in ufeful member. 

This 
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This is often done, by planting colonies, which are of two 
forts ; one, to keep conquered countries in fubjedion^ and to 
prevent the neceffity of conftant ilanding armies^ — a policy 
which the Romans pracftifed, till their conquefts grew too 
numerous, the conquered countries too diftant, and their 
empire too unweildy to be managed by their native force only, 
and then they became the Haves of thofc whoov they con- 
quered. This policy for many ages^ we onrfrfve^ ufed in 
Ireland, till the fafhion of our neighbours, and the wifdom of 
modern ages, taught us the ufe of armies ; and I wifh thofe 
who conrp after us may never learn all their ufes. I muft 
confefe, that I am: not wife em^tr^ to enter into alt the 
policy made ufe of formerly in governii^g that country ; and 
ihall, in proper time, communicate my doubts, in hopes to 
receive better information. In the mean time I cannot but 
perfiaade myfelf,, thai when oxix fiiperiors a« at Icifure from 
greater affairs, it may be poflible to offer them a propofution 
more bonottrable to the crown, more adVantageou? to each 
kingdom, and to the particular members of them,, and va.(Hy 
more conducive to the whole Britifli empire than the doubtful 
ft^e they aw now in. 

But, Sir, as this is not the purpofe of my preffent letter, 
I fhaU proceed to eonfidcr the nature of the. other (or\ ef 
colonics. The other fort of colonafi& are for trade, and in- 
tended to increafe the wealth aodl powder of the nati^ve king- 
dom,, which they will airmidtoitly do,, if managed prudlentljy 
andr put under a proper reguktistan. No nation has, or ever 
had, all the materials of cooimerce within itfclf- No cK- 
mat^ produces jdl commodities,, and yet it is the int-ereft, 
pleafure,^ or convenience of every people^ to- ufe or trade in 
raofl: or all of them ,. and rather to raife themfelvcs, than to 
purchafe them for ©thersy unlefs in fome inftances, when 
ihey change their own commodities for them, and employ- 
as many or mere people at home, in? that exchange, fuch as 
would lofe their employment by purchafing thena abroad. 
Colonies, planted irt proper climates, and kept to their pro- 
per bufinefs, undoubtedly . do this; and particularly many of 
our own colonies in the Weji-Indies employ ten times their 
own number in Old RngJandj by fending them from liencc 
provifions, manufad:ures, utcnfils for themfelvcs and their 
llaves; by navigation, working up the commodities that they 
fend us, by retaining and exporting thenj afterwards, and ia 
returning again to us filver and gold, and materials for rtew 
jnanufadtures : and our northern colonics do, or may, if en- 
^couraged, fupply us with timber, hemp, iron, and other 
metals^ and indeed with moit or att the matcfiak of naviga- 
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. tion, and oqr neighbours too, through our hands ; and by 
that means, .fettle afolid naval power in Great-Britain^ not 
precarious and fubjeft to difappointrn^nts, and the caprices of 

.our neighbours : which management would make us mafters 

.of moft of the trade of the world, 

I would not fuggeft fo diftant a thought, as that any of 
our colonies, when they grow ftronger, fhould ever attempt 
to wean themfelves from us; however, I think too much 
care cannot be taken to prevent it, and to preferve their de- 
pendencies upon their mother country. It is not to be hoped, 
in the corrupt ftate of human nature, that any nation will 
be fubjeft to another any longer than it finds its own account 
in it, and cannot help itfelf. 

Every man's firft thought will be for himfelf, and his own 
intereft ; and he will not be long to feek for arguments to 
juftify his being fo, when he knows how to attain what he 
propofes. Men will think it hard to work, toil, and run 
hazards, for . the advantage of others, any longer than they 
find their own intereft in it, and efpecially for thofe who ule 
theni ilL All nature points out that courfe. No creatures 
fuck the teats of their dams longer than they can draw milk 
from thence, or can provide themfelves with better food; 
nor will any country continue their fubjeftion to.another, only 
becaufe their great-grandmothers were acquainted. This is 
the courfe of human affairs, and all wife ftates will always 
have it before their eyes. They will well confider, therefore, 
how to preferve the advantages arifing from colonies, and 
avoid the evils. And, I conceive, that there can be but two 
_ways in nature to hinder ^hem from throwing off their de- 
pendance ; one, to keep it out of their power; and the other, 
out of their will. The firft muft be by force ; and the latter, 
by ufing them well, and keeping them employed in fuch 
productions, and making fuch manufactures, as will fupport 
themfelves and families comfortably, and procure them wealth 
too, or, at leaft, not prejudice their mother country. Force 
can never be ufed ciFedlually to anfwer the end,^ without 
deftroying the colonies themfelves. Liberty and encourage- 
ment are neceffary to carry people thither, and to keep them 
, together when they are. Any body of troops,, confiderable 
enough to awe, and keep them in fubjedtion under the di- 
reftion too of a needy governor, often fent thither to make 
his fortune, and at fuch a diftance from, any application for 
redrefs, will foon put an end to all planting, and leave the 
country to the foldiers alone ; and if it did not, would eat 
up all the profits of the colonies •. 

I am 
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I am told, that fince the revolution our colonies have 
doubled their inhabitants, and in lefs than a century muft 
become powerful ftates ; and the more powerful they grow, 
ftill the more people will flock thither : and there are fo 
many exigencies in all flates, fo many foreign wars, and do- 
meftic diiturbances, that the colonies can never want oppor- 
tunities, if they watch for them, to do what they fliall find 
their intereft to do ; and therefore we ought to take all the 
precautions in our power, that it fhall never be their intereft 
to adt againft that of their native country : an evil, that can- 
no otherwife be averted than by keeping them fully em- 
ployed in fuch trades as will increafe their own, as well as 
our wealth ; for it is much to be feared, if we do not find 
employment for them, they may find it for us. 

No two nations, no two bodies of men, can long continuje 
friendfhip, without having fome cement of their union ; and 
where relation, acquaintance, or mutual pleafures are want- 
ing, mutual interefts alone can bind it : but when thofe in^ 
terefts feparate, each fide muft aflfuredly purfu2 their own. 
The intereft of colonies is often to gain independancy, and 
is always fo when they no longer want protection, and when 
they can employ themfelves more advantageoufly than in 
fupplying materials of traffic to others ; and the intereft of 
the mother country is always to keep them dependant, and 
fo employed ; and it requires all their addrefs to do it ; and 
it is certainly more eafily and effedtually done by gentle and 
infenfible methods, tlian by power alone. 

Men will always think that they have a right to air, earth» 
and water ; a right to employ themfelves for their own fup- 
port ; to live by their own labours ; to apply the gifts of 
Gpd to their own benefit ; and in order to do it, to make the 
beft of their foil, and to work up their own product. And 
when this cannot be done without detriment to their mother- 
country, there can be but one fair, honeft, and indeed, 
effectual way to prevent, which is, to divert them upon other 
employments as advantageous to themfelves, and more fo to 
their employers ; that is, in raifing fuch growth, and making 
fuch manufactures as will not prejudice their own, or at 
leaft in no degree equal to the advantage which they brine: 
and when fuch commodities are raifed, or made, they ought 
to be taken off their hands, and the people ought not to be 
forced to find out other markets by ftealth, or to throw them- 
felves upon new prote<ftors. Whilft people have full em- 
ployment, and can maintain themfelves comfortably in a way 
which tliey have been ufed to, they will never feek after a 

new 
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new one, efpccially when they meet encouragement in the 
ope, and are diicountenanced in the other. 

As withourt this cpnduft, colonies muft be mifchicvous to 
4heir mother country, for the reafons before given ; fo, with 
it, the greateft part of the wealth which they acquire, , centers 
there ; for all their produAions are fo many augmentations of 
-of ovr power and richta, as they are returns of the pcople^s 
labour,, the rewards of merchants, or incrcafe of navigation, 
without which, all who are fent abroad are a dead lofs to their 
country, and as ufelcfs 2s if really fo, and worfe than fo if 
they become enaaiies> for we can fend no commodities to 
them, unlefs they have others to exchajige for them, and fuch 
^^ we find our intereil: in taking. 

0»r northern colonici are healthy climates^ and can raifc all 
or moft of the commodkijes which our own produces* They 
conjftantly increafe in people, and will conftantly incrcafe; 
and without the former precautions, muft by the natural 
courfe of human affairs, interfere with moft branches of our 
trade, work up moft of our heft manufa<9:ures, and at laft, 
grow too powerful and unruly to be governed for our intereft 
only. 

Our colonies, as children, were eafily held in leading- 
ftrings, whilft in their infancy ; but jiow they are grown to 
maturity, they fhould be held by ftronger bands : I mean 
thofe of mutual friendfliip and reciprocal advantage, without 
which no oHigations of gratitude on account of former care 
and tendernefs,. no coercive power, however properly em- 
ployed, can poilibly infure 'a more than temporary acquief- 
cence. For whenever there is futticient power, or opportu- 
nity to fhake off dependence, I fear there is no other hold 
to be relied on than that of ftrong intereft. 

There never has been any ftate, perhaps, in like*circum- 
ftances with ours, from whence proper examples might be 
taken for our condudt on the prefent occafion. The Roman 
colonic were planted in conquered colonies, not in unculti- 
vated foreign climates, nor at a great diftance from their own 
dominions. Arms, not commerce, was the chief employ- 
ment of that warlike people ; and the dominion of the fea, 
where there was no enemy to cope with after the deftrudtion 
of Carthage^ was an obje(5l of little confideration. 

As our iituation is Angular, we muft apply to reafon, to 
juftice, and to found policy, on the prefent occafion. Britons^ 

in 
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in whatever part of the globe they are eftabliftied, will never 
be willingly obedient to laws they have not in fome manner 
confented to ; and of all laws, thofe by which we are taxed 
are fooneft generally felt. It is evident, the prefent oppofi- 
tion of the colonies is principally founded on their not having 
confented in any fhape to that law, by which they have been 
lately taxed. And although fuperior force, or the apprehen- 
fion of it, may poflibly compel their obedience, any other 
cfFedtual method muft ftill be undoubtedly preferable. . 

To keep our colonies in proper obedience to our laws, to 
fix their liberties on the fame folid foundation with our own ; 
to preferve their properties inviolable, and by thefe means to 
fecure their friend (hip as brethren equally interefted, can 
only be effe(fted by thoroughly incorporating them with this 
kingdom, and by that means every benefit that can be rea- 
fonably hoped for on either fide, may to all human appear- 
ance, be efleftually obtained. 
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HE who would now engage in the caufe of his country, 
ought to be poflefled of the fortitude of a Sydney, 
a Hampden, or a Wilkes. He who now dares t© 
arraign the proceedings of a wicked and corrupt adminiftra- 
tion, ought at all times to be prepared for Newgate^ nay, 
even death ; deftruftion being the almoft certain fate of every 
one wlio is honefl enough to profefs himfelf a real friend to 
his King and country^ All innocent men throughout the 
world find a private blefling in the general felicity of the pub- 
lic ; and none but moclc patriots, who foolifhly or deliberately 
can lead kingdoms into ruin ; thofe defperate paricides, who 
can wantonly fuck out the vitals of their country, whpfc 
fortunes are too often the plunder of the public, and whofe 
creatures are confpirators hired againft the public : I fay, none 
but traitors can find private joy in public confufion, or their 
own fecurity in the flavery of their country. We fee thofe 
who deferved vengeance by committing mighty crimes, go on 
to refemble themfelves, and to avoid it if they can, by com- 
mitting crimes ftill more mighty. 

The conftitution of this kingdom has felt a terrible fhock 
within the laft two or three months, and the profpeft before 
us is ftill more terrible to every thinking man. The pro- 
ceedings and determination of laft week, muft fill every true 
Ehglifliman with horror; what the confequences of fuch 
meafures may be,, I will not pronounce. But I much fear, 
the nation will be provoked in proportion, as it is diftreffed ; 
ill ufage will be turned with rage : and when thefe projectors 
have rendered the people diftradted, they will do every thing 
ia- their power, to make the kingdom difafFefted; and then 
urge that difaflfedion, as a good reafon not to truft them. " 
This condud:, will produce higher difcontents ; difcontents, 
will make armies neceflary ; armies will enflame thofe difcon- 
tents more vehemently, I dare think no further. — But fure, 
there is no one, who really loves his prefent Majefty, and his 
government, but will endeavour to prevent fuch difmal mif- 
chiefs, before it is too late^ 

It may not be amifs, to warn mankind againft the mif- 

^:hief8> . whichk may iicreafter, Jbe dreaded, front, a wicked 
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•adminiftration, and a corrupt Houfe of Commons. It is tob 
true, every country in the world, has fometimes groaned un- 
der heavy oppreflion, through bad' Minifters, and our ov^n, 
as much as any ; though, I cannot allow it to be true, what 
Monfieur De Witt has long fince obferved, that the Englijh 
Court, has always been the moft thievifh Court in Europe. 

Few men have been defperate enough to attack openly, 
the Liberties of a Free people. Such avowed confpirators 
can rarely fucceed ; the attempt would deflroy itfelf. Even 
when the enterprize is begun and viflible, the end muft be hid 
or denied. It is the bufinefs and policy of traitors, fo to dif- 
guife their treafon with plauiible names, and fo to recommend 
it with popular and bewitching colours, that they themfelves 
ihall be adored while their work is detefted, and yet carried 
on by thofe that deteft it. 

Thus one nation has been furrendered to another, under 
the fajr name of mutual alliance; the fortrefTes of a nation 
have been given up, or attempted to be given up, under the 
frugal notion of faving charges to a nation : and common- 
wealths, have been trapanned into flavery, by troops raifed, 
or increafed, to defend them from flavery. 

It may therefore be of fervice to the world, to fhew what 
meafures have been taken by corrupt minifters in fome of 
our neighbouring kingdoms, to ruin and enflave the people 
over whom they prefided ; and to fhew by what fteps and 
gradations of mifchief nations have been undone, and con- 
fequently what methods may be hereafter taken to undo others : 
and this fubjedl I rather chufe, becaufe my countrymen may- 
be more fenfible of, and know how to value the ineilimable 
blefling of living under the beft Prince, and the beft efta- 
blifhed government in the univerfe, where we have none 
of thefe things to fear. 

Such traitors will probably endeavour, firfl:, to get their 
Prince into their poiTeffion ; and, like Sejanus, fhut him up 
in a little ifland, or perhaps make him a prifoner in his court : 
whilfl, with full range, they devour his dominions and plunde 
his fubjedts. When he is thus fecluded from his friends, 
and the knowledge of his affairs, he mufl be content with 
fuch mifreprefentations as they fhall find expedient to give 
him. Falfe cafes will be flated to juflify wicked counfel ; 
and wicked counfel will be given to procure unjufl orders. 
He will be apt to miflake his foes for his friends, and his 
friends for his foes ; to believe that his affairs are in the 
higheft profperity when they are in the greatefl diflrefs ; and 
that public matters go on in the greatefl harmony when they 
are in the utmofl confufion. 

They will be ever contriving and forming wicked and 
dangerous projects, to make the people poor, and themfelves 
rich ; well knowing that where there is wealth and power^ 
there will be always crowds of fervile dependents ; and that, 
on the contrary, poverty dejedts the mind, fafhions it for 
flavery, renders it unequal for any generous undertaking, and 
incapable of oppofing any bold ufurpation. They will fquan- 
der away the public money in wanton prefents to minions^ 
and their creatures of pleafurc; or of burden, or in penfions 
to mercenary and wortnlefs men, for vile ends and traitCTops 

purpofbs. 
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/)urpofes. They will create parties in the commonwealth, 

or iceep them up where they already are; and, by playing 

them by turns upon, each other, will ruin both. They will 

not flifFcr any men who have once taftcd of authority, though 

personally their enemies, and whofe ports they enjoy, to be 

caJlcfd to account for pad crimes, though ever fo enormous. 

They will make no fuch precedents for their own punilli- 

meint:, nor cCnfure treafon which they intend to commit. 

On t:lie contrary, they will form new confpiracies, and invent 

nevvr fences for their own impunity and protection, and en- 

dcinv^our to engage fuch numbers in their guilt, as to fet them- 

feJves above all fear of punidiment. 

Trolley will prefer worthlefs and wicked men, and not fuffer 
ar"i^^n of knowledge or honefty to come near them, or enjoy 
apofl under them. They will difgrace men of virtue, ri- 
diddle virtue itfelf, and laugh at public fpirit. They will put 
i^^r>. into employments, without anj^ regard to their qualifi- 
c^^icDns but as they contribute to their defigns, and fhew a 
ft^^p>id alacrity to do what they are bid. They muft be either 
f^5^Ts or beggars, either void of capacity to difcover their in- 
^^^gues, or of credit and inclination to difappoint them. 
T^Hey will, by all prafticable means of opprellion, provoke 
^Vie people to difaftediion, and then make that difaffedtion an 
^tgument for new opprefTion, for not trufling them any fur- 
ther, and for keeping up troops ; and, in fliort, for depriving 
them of liberties and privileges, to which they are entitled by 
birth and the laws of their country. Whenever fuch mea- 
fures are taken in a free country, where the people chufe de- 
puties to reprefent them, the next ftep will be to endeavour 
to bribe the electors in the choice of their reprefentatives; and 
fo to get a council of their own creatures ; and where they 
cannot fucceed with the eleftors, they will endeavour to cor- 
rupt the deputies^ after they are chofen, with the public 
money ; and to draw into the perpetration of their cfimes 
thofe very men, from whom the betrayed people expedt the 
redrefs of their grievances, and the punilhment of thofe crimes. 
And when they have thus made the reprefentatives of the 
people afraid of the people, and the people afraid of their 
reprefentatives, then they will perfuade thofe. deputies to feize 
the government to themfelves,' and not to truft ^eir principals 
any. longer with the power of refenting theif treachery and 
ill-ufage, and of fending honefter' and wi& merl in their 
room. . 

But if the conftitution fhould be fo ftubbornly framed, that 
it will ftill preferve itfelf and the people'^ liberties, in fpite 
of all villainous contrivances to deftroy both ; then muft the 
conftitution itfelf be attacked and broken, becaufe it will not 
bend. There muft be an endeavour, under fome pretence 
of .public good, to alter a balance of the government, and 
to get it into the fole power of their creatures, and of fuch 
who will have conftantly an intereft diftindt from that of 
the body of the people. 

But if all theie fchemes for the ruin of their country, and 
their own impunity, ftiould fail them; and the worthy patriots 
of a free country fhould prove obftinate in defence of their 
country, and refplvc to call its betrayers to a ftrid account, 

there 
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there is then but one thing left for fuch traitors to do ; viz, 
to veer about, and by joining vvrith the enemy of their Prince 
and country, compleat their treafon. 

Mr. WILKES'S expulfion from the Houfe of Commons, 
ami his addrefs to the freeholders of Middlefex fince, pretty 
well inform us of the dreadful condition this country is now 
in> and of what we may in future expedt and fear. And not- 
withftanding it may be efteemed a libel, as almoft every pub- 
lication is, which is wrote againft the known enemies of thi* 
country, I fhall infert it in this paper, verbatim, for the pe- 
rufal of mj readers. 

To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the County of 
MIDDLESEX. 

Gentlemen, 

^T^HE proceedings oj yejlerday in the Houfe of Commons fill me 

^ with the deep eft concern , and I can truly fay ^ much more on 

your account than my own. I cannot be deprived of the glory of 

having been chofen a reprefentative in parliament for the fir/i 

county in England -, but I feel with anguijh of hearty that the 

prefent Minifiry have found means to fufpend Jor fome time the 

plan of ufefulnefs to my confiituents, and fervice to this kingdom^ 

which I had meditated. What adds however the moft to my grief 

is J the melancholy refieSlion that by my expulfion the Minifiry 

have thiis openly Jhewn, that they entertain no fcruple of vio^ 

lating the f acred rights of the people^ even in the mofi important 

cafe, that of^ having a deputy nominated by themf elves to the great 

Council of the nation. They have in the infiance of yefierday^ 

robbed a very refpeSl able part of this kingdom of their noblefi in-- 

heritanccy of their (hare in the legifiative power. No fet of men 

in this country have hitherto ventured fo grofsly to abufe the 

trufi repofed in them, nor to give fo fatal a fiab to the vitals 

of our country. The threatening afpeSl of all our public affairs 

does not prefent any thing equally alarming, except in the late 

infiance of ruffians hired to' be your afiqfjins and the murderers 

of the confiitution at our lafi county eleStion, whom public 

jufiice and an honefi Englifio jury have hitherto in vain fen^ 

tenced to death. I think with horror on what we may in 

future dread for the liberties of all the Commons of Great 

Britain from fo defpotic an Adminifirationy if our gracious 

Sovereign fijould much longer continue to them the power of 

the fiat e. 

Permit me, Gentlemeny to renew to you the affurances of 
inviolable attachment to your fervice and the caufe of liberty y 
.to which my life is dedicated. My courage is not appalled, 
nor my fpirit in the leafi abated. I will carry with me to 
the grave an unjkaken fidelity and ardent afieSiion to you 
and to this country, an invincible hatred and oppofition to 
its enemies. I hope fiill to give you further proofs of my 
fentiments by my parliamentary conauSt. I fiatter myfelf that 
the- relation between iiSy which fubfifted y eft er day, although 
now difiolved by the violence of arbitrary miniftersy will in 
a fioort time again take place. Every mark of your regard 
I jhall value in a high degree y and I trufi that my conduS 
will convince youy that I am not quite unworthy of the choice, 
.which I have now the honour of humbly foliciting. 

I am 
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/ am ftrmgly inJJuenced on this occajion by a particular 
reaforiy which Jlrikes me very forcibly, and I believe will 
have the greatefi weight with you. It is, that by a fecond 
choice of me for tl is county, you, ''Gentlemen, the independent 
freeholders, will ajjert the clear right you derive from the 
conftitution of' naming your oivn reprefentatives. If minijlers 
can once ujurp the power of declaring who fhall not be your 
reprefentative, the next Jiep is very, eafy, and will follow 
fpeedily. It is that of telling you, whom you fhall fend to 
parliament, and then the boa/led Conjiitution of England will 
be entirely torn up by the roots. T*he parliaments of Great 
Britain will become not only as infignifcant as thofe of France^ 
a meer Jlate-engine of government, but a grievous burthen 
and infinite niifchief to the nation. The prefent great crifis 
affords the opportunity of afferting your mofi valuable pri- 
vileges, and of jl:ewing yourfelves Juperior to the infolent man- 
dates of a minifter, who has the prefumption to treat 
Englijhmen as fiaves. 

The rights of this free kingdom. Gentlemen, have been fre- 
quently violated in my perfon. Tou have now in me the 
opportunity of vindicating them, and I hope without the re- 
proach of vanity I may add, that my firmnefs in the fupport 
of our common liberty, under circumfiances equally perilous and 
intricate, has fecured me your confidence, and will be confidered 
by you as a proof that you may again fafely honour me with 
this frejh tefiimony of your ejieem, the chufing me a fecond 
time the reprefentative of my native county in parliament. 

I am GENTLEMEN, with true regard and gratitude^ 

Tour mofi obedient, and affeSiionate humble fervant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

King's Bench Prifon, 
Saturday, Febraary, 4, 1769. 

The following fpipted paper, having appeared fince Mr. 
AVilkes's addrefs, and is little -known, I (hall infert it in this 
number: >« , 

yV the noble and truly-independent Freeholders of the County of Middlefex. 

In charafters of blood view W 's name ! 

EnroU'd for ever in the lifts of ihame ! 

Nunc aut nunquam ! 
Gentlemen, 

JT was mine and feveral others opinion in this county, that minifterial 

oppreflion would, in fome meafure, have abated, on fbe difcovery of 

cur real fentiments, and that the flaves cf power, and their defpicable 

adherents, would never have prefumed to move for the exp n of our 

reprefentative. 

We are informed that the prefatory remarks to Lord W *s bloody 

letter, fraught with premeditated malice, is the immediate and fole canfe 
of Mr. Wilkes being expelled. I will not prefume to impeach /^^ jufticc 
of that hononrahle a — ^y, but hope theywiH, with their «/«^z/ impartiality, 
promote an enquiry into his Lordfhip^'s humane conduit^ and of his worthy 

colleague^ Lord B n, who was (through fear of what might here- 

after happen) the fir fi that moved for exp — », feconded by the inimitable 

Nic 
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Nic. Xjoof , jbe -taylor^ /^/^ ^/Salifbury-Court, alias ']^vtvii\^ Mungus^ 
of M — Ic — e R — g — s ^ and who are^ without exception^ three of the 

mofl infamous f'—j — s his has. We are now to ele£l^ or^ morepro^ 

perly fpeaking^ re-ele£i a reprefdntative -, but if they are determined to re- 
ject our choice^ I would abfolutely recommend them {U7ilefs indeed they chufe 
to confer any more Brentford compliments on the refpe^able body of free-* 
-holders) as by far the mofl prudent, and more confident with the eflab- 
Jijhed court maxims d?/oeconomy, to erafe Mr. Wilkes* s name^ and let the 
C — k of the C — «, infer t any other ^ the minifiry fhall think proper \ for^ 
the man that will cppofe^ and hand down to fhame^ their dark, diabolical, 
.and unconftitutional actions ^ and endeavour to ferve his country^ will^ it 
is to be imagined^ from what we have already experienced^ be exp — d\ 
Buty fuch a man^ I hope^ and am perfuaded^ will always be returned for 
the Coiinty of Middlefex-y and^ whilft we have that privilege left^ of ap- 
pointing our deputy^ in the grand afj'embly of che nation^ let us {I conjure 
you as men of honour^ integrity^- and generojity^) approve ourfelves^ what 
we really are by birth — Freeborn 1 nglifhmen — in electing Mr. Wilkes^ 
and no other \ nor let the dread of minifterial vengence^ ever intimidate us 
from per fevering in the glorious refolutiqn of exerting our f elves in the vin- 
dication of our rights and privileges^ and the fupport of our invaluable 
confiitution. It is a glorious caufe^ and we mufl not be repulfed. The 

little great Duke of N intends offering a candidate ; but therx 

will be no danger in votings as I am informed that the maftiff^ Broughtorty 
is to be muzzled^ and that AT^irk and Balfe are not to be releafed from 
confinement till the ele£lion is over. To ^^t tempt (o mention the treatment 
^Mr. Wilkes has received^ would be offering an infult to your^nderftanding ; 
Tior can I doubt ^ from your generous and noble endeavours hitherto^ but that 
the tools of power will again find themfelves dif appoint ed^ and that as often^ 
^s their influence can compel a corrupt, perjured and defpicable majo^. 
rity to rejeft, we can eleft. Tour own good fenfe and penetration can fugr, 
gift more on thisfubjeli than lean at prefent with fafety pre fume to dictate. 
However^ remember that it is the caufe of liberty^ for which Mr. Wilkes is 
thus cruelly perfecuted^ and for which fo many of our fellow ftibjeSis loft their 
lives at Brentford. I am^ with real regard for the laws^ liberties^ and 
conftitution of this country y 'and for legal authority y 

An Independent Fr^eeholderof Middlefex* 



To the P U B L I a 

Vaft numbers of People, for fome Dayspaft, have been to enquire when the 
Affidavit vvrould appear, concerning the Tranfaxftionsr of Sh* Wflliam Beauchanjp? 
Proftor's Committee, at the Lebeck's Head Tavern : in juftification of myfelf, 
and for the fatisfaSion of the Public, it is neceffary for me to fay, that an Affi- 
davit of the whole proceedings, was made on Tuefday laft, before the Right 
Honourable the Lord Mayor, and immediately left with the News-papers for in- 
fertion, and it is owing to their difappointment, that it has not yet appeared. 

February 9, 1769, 'W. M O R E. • 
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To the Author of the Extraordinary North Briton. 

Mn NORTH BRITON, 

/ have ready with much fatisfaSltoYiy many of your papers \ 

andy as you feem Jiill to perfevere with the fame fpirit and 

refolution, (notwithjianding it has been faid you have wrote 

treafon) beg you will make the following reflexions the fub- 

jeB of your forty-firji number y and you will oblige a Jincere 

friend to liberty n 

Peb. 14, 1769. W. B. P. 

TO pay well and hang well, to proteft the innocent, and 
punifli oppreflbrs, are the hinges and ligaments of 
government, the chief ends of mens entering into focieties : 
to attain thefe ends, they have been content to part with their 
natural fights, a great fhare of their fubftance and induftry ; 
to quit their equality, and fubmit themfelves to thofe who 
had before no right to command them. For this, millions 
live willingly in aa innocent and fafe obfcurity, to make a 
few great men, and enable them, at their expence^ to fhine in 
pomp and magnificence. But all this pageantry is not de- 
ligned for thofe who wear it; they carry about them the 
dignity of the commonwealth ; the honours they receive are 
honours paid to the public ; and they themfelves are only the 
pillars and images upon which national trophies are hung : 
for when they are divefted of thefe infgniay no more refpedt 
and homage is due to them, than what refults from their own 
virtue and merit. Yet fuch is the depravity of human na- 
ture, that few can diftinguifh their own perfons from the 
cnfigns and ornaments they wear, or their duty from their 
dignity. There feems to be a judgment upon all men in 
certain ftations, that they can never think 01 the time when 
they have been, or may again be out of them. 

A good magiftrate is certainly the brighteft charad:er upon 
«arth, as being moft conducive to the benefit of mankind ; 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



[2U THE EXTRAORDINARY No. XLL 

and a bad one is a greater monfter than ever hell engendered; 
he is an enemy and traitor to his own fpecies. Where there 
is the greateft truft, the betraying it muft be the greateft 
treafon. The judge and the executioner do not make the 
crime, but punifh it ; and is never the Icfs, though it efcapes 
the vengeance due to it. Alexander, who robbed kingdoms 
and ftates, was a greater felon than the pyrate he put to 
death, though no one was ftrong enough to inflidt the fame 
punifhment upon him. It is no more juft to rob with re- 
giments or fquadrons, than by lingle men, or fingle fhips; 
for unlefs we are determined by the juftice of the adtion, there 
can be no criterion boundary, or fixed mark, to know where 
the thief ends, and the hero begins. 

Shall a poor pickpocket be hanged for filching away a little 
money ? And wholefale thieves, who rob nations of all they 
have, be efteemed and honoured ? Shall a roguery be fanc- 
tified by the greatnefs of it, and impunity be purchafed, by 
deferving the higheft punifhment ? This is inverting the 
nature of things, confounding virtue and vice, and turning 
the world topfy turvy. 

Meii, who are advanced to great ftations, and are highlv 
honoured and rewarded, at the public coft> ought to look 
upon themfelves as creatures, of the public, as machines 
erefted and fet up, for public emolument and fafety. They 
ought to reflei^t, that thoufands, ten thoufands of their coun- 
trymen, have equal, or perhaps greater qualifications than 
themfelves, and that blind fortune alone, has given them 
their prefent diftindtion : that the eftate of the freeholder, the 
hazard of the merchant, and the fweat of the labourer, all 
contribute to their greatnefs; and when once they can fee 
themfelves in this mirror, they will think nothing can be too 
grateful, nothing too great, or too hazardous, to be done for 
fuch benefaftors. 

They will confider, that no uncommon application, or 
diftinguifliing abilities, will juftify this fuperiority ; that many 
of their fellow-fubjedts, pofiTefling equal merit, take much 
more pains, for much lefs confideration ; nay, that the bu- 
finefs of their employments is moftly executed by inferior 
officers for finall rewards ; and, confequently, their great ap- 
pointments are given to fecure their fidelity, and put them 
far above, and out of the reach of bribery and corruption. 
They ought not to have a thought which is mean or little ; 
their minds are not to be in the dirt, whilft their heads are 
in the clouds ; they ought to infufe and infpire virtue, re* 
folution, and public fpirit into the inactive mafs, and be 
illuftrious examples of every great and noble quality. 

But if they can fink fo low beneath themfelves ; if they 
can fo far defcend from the dignity of their characters ; if 
they can chufe to grovel upon the earth, when they may 
afcend to the heavens ; and be fo poor and abject, as to com- 
bine and confederate with pickpockets and common rog^esi, 
betray their moft folemn trufts, and employ all their power 
and credit to deftroy that people, whom they have every 
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motive which heaven and earth can fuggeft to proteft and 
defend; then, I fay, fuch wretches ought to be the fcom 
.and deteilation of every honeft man : and new kinds of ven- 
geance, new tortures, and new engines of mifery ought to be 
invented to make their punifhments exceed common punifh- 
ments, as their crimes exceed thofe of the worft fort of com- 
mon malefaftors, and as their rewards furpafs thofe of the 
beft and worthieft citizens in other ftages of life and circum- 
ilances of fortune. 

There is no analogy between the crimes of private men 
and thofe of public magiftrates. The firft terminate in the 
death of fingle perfons ; the others ruin millions, fubvert the 
policy and qeconomy of nations, and create general want and 
its confequences, difcontents, infurrections, and civil wars at 
home, and often make them a prey to watchful enemies 
abroad. Amongft the crimes which regard the ftate, robbing 
the public is certainly the greateft ; becaufe, upon a frugal 
adminiflration of the public money, the very being of the 
commonwealth depends. The embezzling it is death by 
the civil law, and ought to be fo by all laws. It is the worft 
of treafon, as it draws all other forts of treafon after it. It 
difconcerts all the meafures of government, and lays the 
groundwork of feditions, rebellions, and all kinds of public 
miferies. (This, however, is done in England by the higheft 
authority.) But thefe, as well as all other crimes which 
affect the public, receive their aggravation according to the 
greatnefs of the perfons who commit them ; not only as their 
rewards are larger, and their temptations lefs, but as their 
example recommends, and, as it were, authorizes and gives 
licence to wickednefs. No one dares to punifh another for 
an offence, which he knows, and the other knows, that he 
every day commits himfelf. One great man, who gets an 
hundred thoufand pounds by cheating the public, muft wink 
and connive at an hundred others, who (hall wrong it of ten 
thoufand pounds each ; and they, at ten times as many more 
who (hall defraud it of a thoufand. 

It is therefore pf the utmoft importance to the fecurity 
and happinefs of any ftate, to puni(h, in the moft exemplary 
manner all thofe who are eritrufted by it, and betray that 
truft. It becomes the wifdom of a nation to give ten thoufand 
pounds to purchafe a head which cheats it of fixpence. 
Valerius Ma^imus c^h feverity the fur e preferver and 
avenger of liberty. It is as neceffary for the preventing of 
tyranny, as for .the fupport of it. After the death of the fons 
of Brutus, executed by the command of their own father, and 
in his prefence, we hear no more of any confpirators in Rome 
to reftore theTARQUiNS; and had Marius C^sar, and 
other corruptors of the people, met with the fame puni(h- 
ment, that glorious commonwealth might have fubfifted to 
this day. Lenity to great crimes is an invitation to- greater; 
whereas defpair of pardon, for the moft part, makes pardon 
ufelefs. If no mercy was to be (hewn to the enemies of the 
ftate, it would be overturned ; and if fmall, or no puni(hment 
is inflided upon them, no ftate can be fafe« 

Happy, 
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Happy, happy had it been for this unhappy people, if 
thefe important and eflential maxims of government had been 
duly regarded by our legiflators at the revolution ! and I wifh 
too the fincere and hearty endeavours of our prefent legifla- 
tors may be exerted to punifh the betrayers of their country ; 
for I doubt all our misfortunes have flowed from thefe fources, 
and are owing to thefe difappointments. 

All Europe fees, and all goad men in it mufl: lament to 
fee, a mighty nation brought to the brink of defliruftion by 
weak and contemptible inftruments ; its laws fuperfeded; its 
courts of juftice corrupted; its legiflature, its liberties fub- 
verted ; and a violent and dcfpotic government aflfumed, which 
muft be fupported by legions and an armed force. 

Thus the revolution^ and the principles of liberty, run back- 
wards again ! All who have fliared in the benefits of the 
former wicked adminifl:ration ; all thofe who have ever been 
the avowed enemies to an equal government and impartial 
liberty -, all the grim inquifitors who have aflfumed an uncon- 
ftitutional fovereignty over the free and ungovernable mind, 
who have pretended a divine right to roguery, feem to have 
joined in one interefl:, with a determined refolution, to de- 
ftroy the conftitution. But, heaven be praifed ! we have, by 
the bounteous gift of an indulgent Providence, a moft excel- 
lent King, and a wife and parliament ; and yet 

but what fliall I fay, or what fliall be left un- 

faid ? 1 will go on.— —We have a Prince, I fay, who 

is poflefl^ed of every virtde which can grace and adorn a crown ! 
a parliament too, thin whom England has never chofen 

one difpofed to do all thofe things, which every 

HONEST man in it wifhes and calls for! and yet ™ by 

the iniquity of the times, or the iniquities of particular men, 
we are ftill to expedt our deliverance, though I hope we fhall 
not expedt it long. 

Public corruptions and abufes have grown upon us ; fees in 
moft, if not in all offices, are immenfely increafedj places 
and employments, which ought not to be fold at all, are fold 
for treble values ; falaries have been augmented, and penfions 
multiplied. What the confequence of thefe things may be 
I will not take upon me to fay ; but the profpect is dreadfuL 

More than one naif of the members of the prefent of 

are p n, and of courfe muft obey the arbi- 
trary mandates of defpotic minifters. By this means our dif- 
contents foment, our evils increafe, and our confpirators ftill 
go on. They have now got new tools to work with, juft 
forged, and fent glowing hot, by order . 

Oh ! Liberty ! ftop thy flight ! Oh! Virtue ! be fomething 
more than a name and empty found ! Return ! Oh return ! 
and infpire and aflift our legiflators in the great work fo ne- 
ceflTary to be undertaken ! Aflift, if it be but to fave thofe 
who have always devoutly worfliipped thee, and have paid 
conftant incenfe at thy altars ! 

But what fliall be done ? Where is the remedy for all 
thefe evils ? We hope for it, we expciSt it, we fee it, and we 

call 
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call for it, from the healing hands of our moft gracious I 

and his — parliament. There is a crifis in the h 

of government, When di (tempers are at' the worft, 
muft mend, or the patient dies ; and when the cafe is aei- 
perate, bold and refolute methods muft be taken, or he will 
be fuffered to die for fear of his dying. — What then is the 
remedy ? — We muft begin with letting out fome of our adul- 
terate and corrupt blood, one drop of which is enough to 
contaminate the ocean ; we muft firft take full vengeance of 
all thofe we can difcover to be guilty, and ufe them as citizens 
do {hoplifters ; that is, -make them who are caught pay for all 
that is ftolen. 

Our anceftors found, by lamentable experience, that un- 
worthy men, preferred by corrupt minifters for unworthy 
ends, made treafons free only of the court ; that the leaft at- 
tempt to oppofe unlimited and unlawful authority, was often 
called treafon; and that the higheft treafons of all, which 
were thofe againft the commonwealth, might be committed 
with impunity, applaufe, and rewards. 

It was therefore high time to apply an adequate remedy to 
an enormous mifchief, which ftruck at the whole ftate, and 
at the fortunes and lives of every fubjedt in England. The 
ftatute therefore of the 25th of Edward III. was enadted^ 
which enumerates the feveral fpecies, or kinds of treafon, 
which {hall continue to be efteemed treafons, and be adjudged 
fo by the King's juftices; and are thofe which chiefly relate 
to the King's perfon, his family and dignity. Here the par- 
liament thougnt they might fafely truft to the examination of 
the K-ing's judges, under fuch limitations and regulations as 
the adl prefents. 

But it is plain, from the fame aft, that they did not intend 
to confine all treafons to thofe recited there, becaufe it is 
declared in the following words, viz. If any other cafe^ /up- 
pofed treafon 9 not before Jpecifed, Jhall happen before any jufiices^ 
they Jhall Jiay judgment till the caufe be laid before parliament,^ 
whether it ought to be judged treafon or not. 

So that here is a plain declaration of the legiflature, that 
other crimes were treafon, and ought to be puniilied as treafon, 
befides thofe recited in tjie ad: ; which were, as has been 
faid, defigned only to extend to treafons which were com- 
mitted againft the King. And it is evident, from the whole 
tenor of it, that it was intended purely to reftrain the unli- 
mited and exorbitant jurifdidtion, aflumed by the King's 
courts in declaring treafons, and facrificing, by that means, 
whom they pleafed to unlawful power. 

But as to the higheft and moft heinous treafons of all, fuch 
as were treafons againft the legiflature, and againft the whole 
body of the people, for whofe fafety alone there were any 
treafons againft the King at all, feeing that their fafety was, 
in a great meafure, included in his, the parliament referved the • 
judgment of every fuch treafon to themfelves; they did not alter 
what was treafon, but the judges of it. They knew that 
treafons againft the conftitution could feldom be committed, 
-but by minifters and favourites of Princes, protected by power, 

and 
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and flieltered by authbrity; and that therefore it would be 
•abfurd to truft the punifhment of fuch potent knaves, and 
'x:riminal favourites, to judges made by themfelves : judges, 
who would neither have inclination, figure, or charadter, to 
> reach crimes countenanced, and perhaps authorized, by a 
Richard II. or an Edward II. 

Such crimes, therefore, were the proper objefts of the awful 
•power of a legiflature, who will always be fupported by the 
people whom they reprefent, when they exert themfelves for 
the intereft of that people. A power, fo fupported, can'make 
the loftieft traitor quake ; it can fetch corrupt minifters out 
of their dark recefTes, and make their heads a viftim to public 
vengeance- Every wife and good King will lend a willing ear 
to their dutiful remonftrances -, he will hearken to the impor- 
tunate cries of his people, and readily deliver up the authors 
of their mifery. 

One great part of their care, therefore, has ever been, to 
call thofe to account, who have abufed the favour of their 
Royal Mafter, and endeavoured to make him little and con- 
temptible to his people; weakening, by fuch means, his 
authority, and hazarding his perfon. This, the people whom 
they reprefented, thought they had a right to expedt and de- 
mand from them; and this juftice they have often done to their 
King and country : and this, it is to be hoped, the prefent par- 
liament will NOW think an objedt worthy their confideration. 



On JVednefday next will be publijhedy 

A Further Account of . the Tranfadtions at the 
Lebeck's Head Tavern, and the Proceedings 
fince the Committee has been moved, the Name of 
the Gentleman who was adlually concerned with 
Juftice Kelynge and John Broughton, Bruifer, 
and palled for Juftice Pell. And in that Paper 
will be found a full Refutation of Juftice Kelynge's 
folemn Declarations publifhed in the Papers. 



Now printed and. Sold for the Author, by W. Moore, No. ^^ 
oppofitc Hatton-Garden, Holborn; wherje all the Nunibers may 
be had feparate JX) complete Sets. 
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To the Author of the Extraordinary North Briton, 

SIR, 

THE good of the governed, being the fole end of go- 
vernment, they muft be the greateft and beft gover- 
nors who make their people great and happy ; and they are 
the worft, who make the people little, wicked, and miferable: 
Power, in a free ftate, is a truft committed by all to one or 
a few, to watch for the fecurity and purfue the intereft of 
all : and when that fecurity is not fought, nor that intereft 
obtained, we know what opinion the public will have of their 
governors. 

It is the hard fate of the world, that there (hould be any 
difference in the views and interefts in the governors and 
governed ; and yet it is fo in moft countries. Men, whoF 
have a truft frankly beftowed oh them by the people, do too 
frequently betray that truft, become confpirators againft their. 
benefa<ftors, and turh the fword on thofe that gave it ; info- 
much, that in the greateft part of the earth, people are happy - ' 
if they can defend themfelves againft the defenders. * : 

Let us look round the great world, and behold what an im-*^ 
mchfe majority of the whole race of men crouch uiider the 
joke of a few tyrants, naturally as low as the meatieft of 
themfelves! and, being tyrants, worfe than the" worft! who, 
as Mr. Sydney obfcrves, ufe their fubjeSis like affes and mafi^-i . 
4iogSy to work and tojighty to be opprejfed, and be killed for them.:. 
Even the good qualities and courage of fuch fubje(3:6 are their 
misfortune, by ftrengthening the wicked hands of their brutal 
mafters, and ftrengthening their own chains. Tyrants con- 
fidcr their people as their cattle, and ufe them worfe, as they 
fear them more. .Thus moft of mankind are become the» • 
wretched flaves of thofe, who are or fhould be their own crea-i 
tures ; the V maintain their haughty mafters like Gods, and 
their haugnty mafters often ufe them like dogs : a fine fpeci-: . 
men of gratitude and duty ! 

And yet this cruel fpirit in tyrants is not always owing na- 
turally to the men, fince diey ate naturally like other men *; 
but it is owing tb die nature of the dominion they exercife. 
ijrcod laws make a gdod Prin«, if he has a good underftand- - 
iiig; but the heft men grow mifchievous when they are fet - 
above laws. Claudius was a vety harmlefs man while he was 
a private man, but when he came to be a tyrant, he proved ta 
be a bloody one, almoft as bloody as his nephew and predew 
eeffor Caligula^ who had alfo been a very :good fubjeft ; but 
as foon as he came to be the Roman Emperor, grew, at the 
fame time, the profefled executioner of mankind. 

There is Something (b wanton ^nd monftrous iii lawlefs 
poweri that there fcarce ever was ahiunan ipiiit that could; 
War it ', and the mind of man^ viiiieh is weak and limited, 
OHght never to be trufted with a power chat is boiindleG. Tha 
ftate of tyranny is a ftate of warj and where it prevails, in-^. 
fteadbf an intercourfe of confidence and affection, as betweeo 
a lawful Prince and his iiibjects, nothing is to be feen but jea- ^ t 
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:li)ufy, miflruft, fear, and hatred • An arbitrary Prince and 
ihis flaves often dcftroy one another to be Mcs they are con- 
tinually plotting againtl his life, and he is continually fhed- 
dkig their blood, and plundering them of their property, 
' I think it was Jujifman, the Emperor, who faid, Though ht 
"was above the law, yet we live according to the law. But, by 
his Majefty's favour, there was more turn than truth in the 
•faying i for Princes that think themfelves above laysr, act al- 
moft conftantly againft all law : of which tr\i{k yujlinian him- 
/felf is a known inftance. Good Princes never think them- 
felves above it. 

It is an affecting bbfervation, that the power given for the 
protection of the -world, (hould, in fo4iiany places, be turned 
to the deftruction of it. " As if the law was in force for their 
" deftruction, and not for their prefervation ; that it fliould 
*** have power to kill, but not to protect them : a thing no 
"** lefs horrid^ than if the fun fhould burn us without lighting 
f ^ us, or the earth ferve only to bury, and not feed and nou- 
** riih us,'* fays Mr. JValler, in afpeech of his in parliament. 

Dcfpotic power has defaced the creation, and laid the world 
Avafte. In the fineft countries in j^a, formerly full of people^ 
you are now forced to travel by the compafs. There are no 
roads, houfes, nor inhabitants 5 the fun is left to fcorch up 
the grafs and fruits which it had raifed, or the rains rot them ; 
the gifts of God are left to perifli, there being none of his 
creatures, neither man nor beaft, left to ufe and confumc 
them. The Grand Seignior, v/ho (if we may believe fome 
fanctified mouths, not addicted to lying,) is the vicegerent of 
heaven, fruftrates the bounty of heaven j and, being the fa- 
ther of his people, has ahnoft butchered them all. Thofe 
few, (comparatively very few) who have yet furvived the mi- 
ferable fate of their brethren, and are referved for facrifice to 
his cruelty, as occafion offers and luft prompts him, live the 
ftarving and wretched property of ravenous and bloody Bafhaws; 
whofe duty to their mafter, as well as their own avarice, obliges 
them to keep the people, over whom they prefidc, poor and 
miferaWe. 

But neither Bafhaws, nor armies, could keep that people in 
fuch abject flavery, if their priefts and doctors had not made 
paffive obedience a principle of their religion. The holy 
name of God is profaned, and his authority belied, to bind 
down wretchednefs upon his creatures, and to fecure the ty- 
rant that does it. The moft confummate of all wickednefs^ 
and the higheft of all evils, are fanctified by the teachers of 
jseligion, and made by. them ^ part of it. Yes, Turkijh fla- 
very is confirmed, and Turkijh tyranny defended by religion. 

Sir Paul Ricaut tells us, diat the Turks maintain^ that the 
Grand Seignior can never be depofed, or made accountable for 
his crimes, whilft he deftroys carelefly of his fubjects under, a 
hundred a day ; and it is made martyrdom to die fubmifiively 
by the hand of the tyrant : and fome of his higheft flaves 
have declared, that they only wanted that honour to complete 
their felicity. They hold, that it is their duty to fubxnit, 
though their tyrant commands a whole army of them to pre- 
cipitate themfelves from a rock, or to build a bridge with 
pUes of their bodies, for him to pafs a river, or to Jcill one 
another, to afford him paftime and pleafure! 

Merciful God! is rthis government ? and do fuch .governors 
govern by authority from thee ? 

It is fcaccexredible what Monfieur de L'Efloille telk us^ 
he fays, he:travelled in the Indies, for abmre twenty days to- 
gether, through lanes of people hanged upon trees by com- 
jnand of theJCing, who had ordered above one hundred thou- 
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fend of them to be thus murdered and gibbeted, only becaufc 
two or three robberies had been comniitted amon^il them. 

It is one of the great evils of fcrvitude, that let the tyranny 
be ever fo {tvorc, it is always flattered ; and the more fcvcrfe, 
the more it is flattered. The opprejQbrs of mankind arc flat-, 
tercd above all others, becaufe fear and fervitude naturally, 
produce, as well as have recourfe to flattery, as the beft means 
of felf-prefervation ; whereas liberty, having no occafion for 
it, fcorns it. Sir Paul Ricaut afcribes the decay of the Otto- 
man empire to the force of flattery, and caDs the Turkiflv 
court a prifon and banniard of flaves. 

Q\dMa/y^ the Lord's Anointed of Morocco, who, it is faid, 
flaughtered and butchered forty thoufand of his fubje(^ls with 
his own hands i — Such a father was he of his people ! And 
yet his right to fhed human blood, bein^ a general charac- 
teriftic of the church of Morocco, as by law eftabliflied, people 
are greedy to die by his hand; which, they are taught to. 
imagine, diipatches them forthwith to paradife: infomuch, 
that though, as I am told, every time he mounted his horfe 
he flew off" the head of the flave who held his flirrup, to fliew 
that he was as good an executioner as he was a horfeman, yet 
there was a conftant contention among his flaves who fliould 
be the happy martyr on that occaflon. So that feveral of 
them, crowding to his ftirrup at once for the gracious favour,, 
his Majefty had fometimes the honour to cut off" two heads, 
and make two faints with one blow. 

The exercife of defpotic power is the unrelenting war of an 
armed tyrant upon his unarmed fubjedts* It is a war of one 
fide, and in it there is neither peace nor truce. It is, what 
Tacitus defcribes it, "Cruel and bloody orders, continual ac- 
" cufations, faithlefs friendfliips, and the deftrudtion of in-: 
*^ nocents.'* In another place, he fays, that ** Italy was 
** one continual (hambles, and moft of its fair cities were 
^* defaced or overthrown. Rome itfelf was iii many places 
*' laid in aflies, with the greateft part of its magnificent build- 
** ings. Virtue was delpifed, and bare-faced debauchery 
'* prevailed. The folitary iflands were filled with iUuftrious 
** exiles, and the very rocks were ft:ained with flaughters ; but, 
*^ in the city itfelf, cruelty raged ftill more : it was danger- 
'* ous to be noble ; it was a crime to be rich ; it was capital 
** to have borne honours, and high treafon to have refufed 
** them : and for virtue and merit, they brought ftire arul 
** fudden deftruAion." Thefe were fome of the ravages of 
abfolute dominion ; and as to the common people, the fame 
author fays, " They were debauched and difpirited, and given 
** to idlenefe and feeing (hews." 

Oh ! abjeft ftate of fuch as tamely groan 

Under a blind dependency on one ! Duke of Devon/hire. 

This is a fort of government, which is too great and heavy 
^ curfe for any one to wifli, even upon thofe who are foolifh 
enough to contend for its lawfulness ; or, which is the fame 
4iiing, for fubmiflion to it. But furely^ if ever any man de- 
ferved to feel the mercilefs gripes of tyranny, it is he who is 
.an advocate for it. Pbalaris afted juftly, when he hanfelled 
his Bragan Bull with the wretch who invented it. 

An arbitary power, in a fingle perfon, has made greater 
havock in human nature, and thinned mankind more than all 
the beaft:s of prey, and all the plagues and earthquakes that ever 
were.- Let uiofe men confider what they hav^e to anfwer for, 
\vho would countenance fuch a monftrous evil in the world, or 
would oppofe thofe that would oppofe it. A bear, a lion, or a 
tyger, may now and then pick up fingle men in a wood or a de- 
fart. Earthquakes may fometimes bury a thoufand or two in- 
habitants in the ruins of a town v and the j)efl:ilence may once^ ^ GoOqIc 
in many ages, carry oflf a much greater number : but a tyrant 
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ibaM, out of a wtnton, pcrfonal paflioh, carry fire and fword 
through a whole continent, and deliver up a hundred thoufand 
of his fellow-creatures to the daughter in one day, widiout any 
remorfe or further notice, than that they died for his glory. I 
fay nothing of the moral effWt of tyranny, though it is certain 
that igftorancc, vice, poverty, and vilenefs, always attend it. 

He who compares the world now with whit it was formerly, 
liow populous once, how thin now, and confiders the caufe of 
this (k>leful alteration, will find juft reafon to fear, that fpiritual 
and temporal tyranny, if they go on much longer, will utterly 
^xtinguifh human race. Of Turkey I have fppken already. 

Blefied be God ! there are ftill fome free countries in 
Europe, that abound with people and with plenty; and Eng- 
land with the foremoft. This demonftrates tlws ineftimable 
bleffing of liberty. Can we over-rate it, or be too jealous of a 
treafure, which includes in it almoft all hunian felicities ? Or 
can we encourage too much thofe that contend for it, and Aofe 
that promote it ? It is the parent of virtue, pleafure, plenty and 
fecurity : and it is innocent as well as lovely. In all contentions 
between liberty and power, the latter has almoft conftantly 
been the aggrefTor. Liberty, ever if it produces any evils, does 
alway cure them. Its worft efFe<St, liceritioufnefs, never does, 
and never can, continue long. Anarchy cannot be of much 
duration ; and where it is fo, it is the child and companion of 
tyranny^ which is not government, but a diflblution of it ; as 
.tyrants are the enemies of mankind. 

Power is like fire; it warms, fcorches, and deftroys, accord- 
ing as it is watched, provoked, or increafed. It is dangerous as 
ufeful ; its only rule is the good of the people : hut becaufe it i« 
apt to break its bounds, in all good governments nothing, or 
as little as may be, ought to be left to chance, or the humours 
of men in authority. All (hould proceed by fixed and ftated 
rules ; and upon any emergency, new rules fhould be made : 
and this is is the conftitution, and this the happinefs of 
Englijhmen ! 

We have a conftitution that abhors abfolute power, wc 
have a king that does not defire it, and we are a people that 
never will fufFcr it; no free people will ever fubmit to it, un- 
lefs it fteals upon them by treachery, or they are driven into 
it by violence. But a ftate can never be too fecure againft 
this terrible, this laft of all human evils, which may be 
brought upon them by many caufes, even by fome, that at 
firft ught, do not feem to threaten any fuch thing; and of all 
thofe caufes, none fecms more boding than a general diftrefs, " 
which certainly produces general difcontent, the parent of 
revolutions ; and in what fuch a circumftance of afirairs may 
end, no man can ever forefee; few are brought about with- 
out armies, a remedy, almoft always worfe man the difeafe; 
What is got by foldiers, muft be maintained by foldiers ; and 
I have in this paper, already fliewn the frightful image of 
a military government, a government, which at heft, is 
violent, bloody, and entirely inconfiftent with law and 
property. 

It is therefore a dreadful wickednefs to have any (hare in 
giving occafion for thofe difcontents, which are fo apt to burft 
into rage and confufion. A ftate does fometimes recover out 
of a convulfion, and gain new vigour at laft; but it much 
oftner expires in it-. Heaven prefcrve me from ever beholding 
contending armies in England! They are different things 
from what they once were; our armies fi3rmerly were only a 
number of the people, armed occafionally; and the armies of 
the people are tne only armies which are not formidable to the 
people. Hence it is, that in the many revolutions occafioned 
by the ftrife between the two Royal Houfes of York and[e 
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Lancafter, there was never any danger of flavery from an 
armed fcxce. A fingle battle decided the contention, and in 
a day thefc popular foldiers went home, and refumed their 
ordinary arms, the tools of huftandry. But fmce that time*, 
armies have not been fo eafily parted with; but after the 
danger was over for which they were raifed, they have often 
been obftin^tely kept up, and by that means created dangers 
ftill as great. . 

Some quacks in politicks may perhaps venture into publick 
difturbances, out of an opinion, that they (hall be liable to 
prevent them by art, or fupprefs them by force. But this 
fhews their capacity as well as their wickednefs, for not tb 
mention the malignity of their hearts in rifquing public 
ruin, to gratify a private appetite ; how can any event be cer- 
tainly forefeen, when the meafure of the caufe cannot be cer- 
tainly known? They can never afcertain the degree of op- 
pofition ; they cannot foreknow what circumftanccs may hap- 
pen, nor into whofe hands things may fall. Cicero did not 
dream, when he employed Oct avius for the commonwealth, 
that this young champion for liberty would ever be the tyrant 
of his country^ Who could forefee that Cromwel would 
cnflave thofe whom he was employed to defend ? But therfe 
is no trufting of liberty in the hands of men, who are obeyed 
by great atmies. 

From hence may be fcen what a fatal and crying crime it 
would be, in any free country, to break the confidence be- 
tween the prince and his people. When loyalty is once 
turned into indifference, indifFerence will foon be turned into 
hatred ; and hatred will be returned with hatred.* Refentment 
may produce tyranny, and rage may produce rebellion. There 
is no mifchief which this mutual miftr^ft and averfion may 
not bring forth. They muft therefore be the blackeft tray- 
tors, who are the firft authors of fo terrible an evil; as arc 
they who would endeavour to protect them. 

Henry the third of Caftile faid. That he feared the curje of 
his people more then he did the arms of his enemies. In wnich 
faying he fhewed as much wifdom as humanity; fince^ while 
he was beloved at home, he had nothing to fear from abroad^ 
and the curfes of his fubjedts were the likelieft means to bring 
upon him the arms of his enemies. 

Mr. North Briton, I fliall conclude this paper with a paffiigc 
or two, outof the great Algernon Sydney, an author, who 
can never be too much valued, or read ! an author, that does 
honour to the Englifli nobility, and to the Englifli name ! an 
author, who was a martyr for that Liberty which he has fo 
amiably defcribed and fo nobly defended! He fell a facrifice 
to the vUc and corrupt court of our pious Charles II. He 
had afierted the rights of mankind, and fliewed the odioufnefs 
of tyranny 1 he had expofed the abfurdity and vilenefs of the 
facred and fafhionable doiftrines of thofe days, paffive obe- 
dience and hereditary right ! doiftrines, whicn give the lye to 
common fenfe ! doftrines, which are big with nonfence, con- 
tradiction, impoflibility, wickednefs, and defolation ! thefe 
were his crimes, and thefe his glory ! 

** Liberty (fays he) cannot be prcferved, if the manners 
** of the people are corrupted, nor abfolute monarchy intro- 
^* duced, where they are iincere ; which is fufficient to fhew, 
" that thofe who manage free governments, ought always, to 
" the utmoft of their power, to oppofe corruption j becaufe, 
" othcrwife, both they and their government muft inevitablv 
^^ periih; and that on the other hand, the abfolute monarcn 
'< muft endeavour to introduce it, becaufe he cannot fubfift 
** without it. It is alfo fo natural for all fuch monarchs to 
^ place men in power, who pretend to love their perfons, and 
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<* Will "depend Wpon their plcafurci, ^t pofliHy "it would hi 
<^ hard to find one in the world who htss not made it the rule 
^< of hi6 o;overninent. And this is not only the way to cor-! 
•*^ ruptiop, but the.moft dangerous of all ; for though a good 
•*^ man n^ay love % good monarch, he will obey him only 
^* when he commands that which is juft ; and no one can 
^* imagine himfelf blindly to do whatever he is commanded, 
"** without renouncing all virtue and religion; becaufe he 
^' knows not whether that which fliall be commanded is con- 
<« fiftent with e^ch, or direftly contrary to the laws of God 
-<* and man. But if fuch a monarch be evil, and his anions 
^* fuch as they are too often found to be; vv^hoever bears an 
^^ affeftion to him, and feconds his defigns, declares himfelf 
*« an enemy to all that is good; and the advancement of fuch 
«« men to power, does not only introduce, foment, and in- 
<* creafe corruption, but fortifies it in fuch a manner, that 
*« without an entire renovation of that ftate, it cannot be re- 
** mpved. Ill men may poffibly creep into any government; 
** but when the worft are placed neareft to the throne, and 
*^ raifed to honours for being fo, they will with that force cn- 
** deavour to draw all men to a conformity oFfpirits with 
^* themfdves, that it can no otherwife be prevented than by 
<* deftroying them, . and the principle in which they live. 

" Man naturally follows that which is good, or feems to 
** him to bfe fo. Hence it is, that in wcil-governed ftates, 
** where a value is put upon virtue, and no one honoured, 
" oanlefs for fuch qualities as are beneficial to the public; mca 
** are from the tendereft years brought up in a belief, that 
*^ nothing in .this world deferves ^o be fought after, b^t fuch 
*' honours as are acquire^ b/ virtuous aftions. By this means, 
*' virtue itfelf becomes popular, as in Sparta, Rome, and 
*' other places, where ricJbes (which with^the vanity that fol- 
** lows them, and the holiours men give to them, are the root 
*' of all evil) were either totally baniihed^ or little regarded-. 
** When no other advantage attended the greatcft riches, than 
^* the opportunity of living more fumptuou fly or deliceoufly, 
" men of great fpirits flighted them. When Arijiippiis told 
^' Cleantbes, that if he would go to court and flatter the tyrant, 
^* he need not feek his fiipper under a hedge ; the philufopbcr 
*' anfwered, that he who could content hiipifelf with fuch 
^* a fupper, need not go to court to flatter the tyrant. Epa^ 
^* minondas, Arj^des, PboctOHp and cfven ^c Laazdemmum 
" kings, found no inconvenience in poverty, whilft thdr virtue 
** was hooioured, and the richeft piinces in the world beared 
'^* their valour and povv^^r^ ; It was not difficult for CurhuFa^ ** 
*^ hricius^ CmcrmatuSy or Emiius Panlm^ to content them- ^ 
'^^ felves witfh the narroweft fortune, wlien it was no ofaftade 
' ** to them in that purfuit of thofeJioaours which £heir virtues 
'•^ deferved. It was in vain to think of bri&ing a man who 
** fuf^d 1.^0^ the colewarts of his own garden. He could 
** not he gained by gold, who did not think it aebcflary, he 
** thV could iife from the {dow^ "to (he triumphal diarift, and 
** contentedly r-etura diithw again,'Could not be corrupted; and 
*^ he that left the fenfe lof Jws poverty to his executors, who 
*' foidiokd not wherewith *o biwry himajiight leave Mackdon and 
*^ Qrfe^^^ ito Ji^e ^Isigie trf his ibldifCfs, withput taking to 
*' him^lf any j)art ot ihe hooty. But when luxury was 
<* brought frftto lafluonj ;and they came to be faoiiouxed who. 
*' lived nTt^^^ftigcefttly, liiough they hadin Acmfelves aoqiia- 
" lifies to diiihij%gui(h than fto^ the baidft of ilavtcs, die moft, 
** virtuous men were expofed to foom^ if they were poor; 
•* and that poverty, which tad been the jnothor and nurfe of 

^^ their virtpg, grew iafupportabk, 
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N U M B E R XLIII. Jo h cMtinutd PTeek/y. 
SATURDAY, Makch 4, 1769. Price Three tenet. 

To the Right Honourable iVilliam Lord Mansfieldj Lord 
Chief Juftice of the Court of King's Bench, undone of his 
Majefty's Moft Honourable Privy Council. 

My Lord, 

I Find I am hmjo become a proper objeft of liiinifterial vcit 
geance, you by the prolecution already commenced againft 
hie feem determmed to fatiate your implacable revenge by 
Punifliing me, as printer and publifher of Number 37 ot the 
Extraordinary North Briton, whatever fttps your Lordfhip 
might have thought proper to take againft me on that account, 
would not have given liie aily concerii, but to punifti a pcrfon 
who acted immediately under me, and as my fervant who 
could no way participate in my critnes if I am guilty of any^ 
,15 a thing as new, as the private alteration of a record. But 
this is not the firft proof you have given to the world of your 
great defire to tred in tlie fleps of your predcceflbr, the 
virtuous JcfierieS. 

Beford I proceed, I cannot help congratulating my Country* 
men ort the gri at fuccefs which has attended the Oppofitioa 
to the moft deftrucftive and infamous of all methods of pro- 
ceedings, I mean by information and attachment. I am In 
rhis cafe the firft, in whom the old method ot Trial by Jury 
Will be revived, and I have nothing to dread from the deter- 
Jnination of twelve imbiafsM and impartial men, fworn to 
difcharge their confciences, io izx EngRfhrnenlidL^Q been able 
to triumph over the pi^oud haughty^ imperious^ and arbitrary 
Scof^ 

In the reign of Charles the firft, the infamous court of ftar 
chamber was eftablilhed in open violation of the Laws of the 
country. You my Lord, have fincc endeavoured to Intro- 
duce the fame method of proceeding, oilfy under c6Iour of 
Juftice, whereby individuals are liable to be cruelly and un- 
juftly puniftied for fdppofed crimes, and even obliged to con- 
demn themfelves. 

My Lord, I ftiall not attempt to juftify Number j 7, but 
beg leave to afk yotir Lordftvip a few queftions. I ihali be- 
gin with the cafe of the great Algernon Sidney^ brother to the 
Earl of Leicefttr ; a bold commonwealth's man, in whom 
thefpirit of the antient republics furvivcdi He had been deep- 
ly 
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y (Jonce rncd in the war agaihft the King's father, though he 
yigoroUfly oppofed the ujurgation of Cromwell. He after- 
wards ufed ail his en^e^v^UFS the reftoration, ar.d chcfe to 
live in Voluntary exile^ tmtil his private affairs require d his 
pr^fei^e \n J&aglan^ 4 ch^n, he ibli<}ite«l|^-.an4* ol^ained the 
king's pardoil. Notwithftanding this indulgence, ho jv?in d 
the popular party, and entered eagerly into all their fclicincs 
; i&aihftthe^gdwrrn^ of ^eingjatjalt a pefedl 

' ' republic efhiblinied. Lord Howard was the only witncfs ihac 
appeared againft him ; but the prqlecutors produced (omedif- 
courfes upon governn>ent^ found ^vmong his papers ; anJ wif- 
firmed that thefe were equivalent to another evidence. They 
wereyrr\tt}eftjift^4sf^l^cr'of .tiberty,;tt^^ the original 

comrade upoft wtMch gov c rnm e nt - wa& wied ^ amt-firoin which 
'^ ail powter was derived; the lawful-ncfs of refiftance, in cafe 
of tyranny and oppreflion; and ihe maxim of preferring a 
repiixljc <Q ^e>g9VCFij»Bent of a ftog^ per^n. There was no- 
tbifig trei^oi^jLl^ ii>thef«| doc^jcines* Thjp pfipers appeared to 
hiave been long written. 1 h^y cjouid neither prove them to be 
in his hand writing, nor that he had ever communicated them 
m earth ; and he obferved, in his own de- 
large of treafon, the Law abfolutely Fequi** 
yitnefFcs. AJl thefe arguments were vrged 
i j Viry had, Ijeen, packed . for his trial, and the . 
againft him, with .g^eat vliulence^ by* the 
, npw chief Juftice* ; He was convidled of 
few days executed. , He eomplaihed of the 
jijtcnce, by which, h? loft his life; but far 
connexions with Ruftel,. and the other con-^ 
ied in his fufferings for the good old caufe> 
s early yputh, he had been inlifted. 
was not Jeffries a dilgraceto the adminiiifra- 
Uce,,. and will not this,, and ill proceedings 
I, and his adherents in the Weft ever render 
, IjTs memory infapio us. 

Is not 1 e who Packs a jury in. compliance with the defire of a 
. P-— a degrace tg the Adminiftration of Public Juftice ; could 
J Mr. Wilkes have been.found.guilty of publiftiing the Ejay on 
Waman from thp. evidence of Curry, who, depofed that he 
pr Oqght a proof iji^pt to Mr. Wilkes, which he looked over 
in the prelence Qf a;)pther. Gentleman, but did not fey he read 
it out/lo that tl)jt Qentjemaa might hear, had. not your Lord- 
ihip.told th^Jjijiy, tnat. was a.pubjicatlon to all intents and 
purpofes, aVery happy conftru6lion of the word publication, 
^by vvhieh.Mr* Wilkeq w^s found guilty, but your Lordihip 
'did it wi|h ji gpod intent. Mr. Wilko? was obnoxious to the 
!Couri,there4>rp it could be no crime, and your X-ordfhip is ra- 
ther to be applauded then cenfpred for an adl fo truly great ; it 
roight be dangerous perhaps for me to fay more at a time when 
^ipaoft every |>iib|i<:ation founded upon.fadls is deemed a Libeh 
As to the private alteration of the Record, I fhall fay nothing 
about, that mv^ft he legal, becaufe it was judicially determined 
fo irithe Hau/fof lAffds. Butdontyou i^ink, my Lord, that 
the donlpirators agaitift mankind, ought to know, that no 
fubteifugep ; no knavjib fiibtilities or pcjdanilfck Qtiirks of Law- 
yers ; no. Bvafions,,nf ikulking, behind kopwn Statutes : no 

combi- 
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combiilatloAt or pretended , CGiiiiniiiton&9 ibould . fcrcqi . or 
protect them from Publick Juftitie*. 

I fhall fay nothing about the proceedings by infonfl^^tiqn^ 
ftnd attachment, only that the fat^ of milliQnf, ought, no^ to. 
ftand and fall by the chicane of petty Feggers ; who wpuld 
bring every thing under their own jurifdiAion and cogniMjac^,. 
whofe brains are addled by being long jumbled,, an^^^lway?, 
turned round within the fc^nty, Circle; pt Private Courtis, npt 
daring to venture at a bold and free thought,, however felf-^yi- 
dent. But we know by what means . Ju^es have been often 
made, and from what condqdi they.expe^ed farther pr^e^-^ 
ment, and ftonx whom they looked fctf pfoted^ion. 

Therefore let mankind learn experience frpm fo ntany mif- 
£)rtunes, and bear no longer to hear the worft things called . 
by the beft names j nor fuffer hereafter the bright«iland moft, 
confpicious virjues of the wifeft and moft benqncient Princes^ 
tqbc fuiiied by adlions which they dq not. Countenance, nor. 
even know of, Let them not permit the vice* of the wor^ . 
of Servants, to be; laid at the door of the belt of nwftcfSiv 

We are very fure that we ar^ bleft with the beft King in,, 
the world, who defircs of his people nothing but their ,o>yn , 
greatncfs and felicity : A Prince ready to prevent thpir wi(hcsg, 
and to give them mpre than their own duty ought tp fuffer 
than to alk, Let us ihewpur duty to this our great jmd bppc;- ^ 
volent lovepeign ; let us endeavour to aveliate hiscarq?, and. 
eafe him of all .ung^atcifulMbMrthens 5 Iqt us take upqn .ouV* 
felves the heavy Labour of cle;mfing tht Jb^ian ftabli^^ an4.> 
of cutting off all. the Hy^oi^s H^a4s at once^ 

The l^w tells us, the King can dp no wrong, and )thRnKk 
God we have a King thpt would not, if hccoujd.^ Bu? the . 
greateft Servants to Prince? may be, wrpng, and f Ijis ^ye fof ^ 
daily and often have feen it ; and the reprefentauvci&^of the. 

Eepple have an undoubted right to call them, to accpunt for it„ 
ut that has feldom or ever oeen done when Jtl^ie d^pntijc;; of^^ 
the people have been coriuotcd. 

In ihort every private fubjeft h^s, a right, to watch the fteps. 
of tbofe wIk) wpuld betray their CJountnr, nor is he tp tqjce, 
their word about the motives of their deugns, but to Judge of 
their deiigns by the tycnt.. 

This is the principle oizWfjig^ this the doArine of Liberty; , 
and it is as much knavery to deny this do^ine, as it is, folly tp 
ridicule it. Some will tell us, that this is fettingup the mob fp|r . 
Stattfmen» and for the cenfurers of States. The word m(A, doe? 
npt at all move me on this occfLfion> nor weaken the grounds. I^ 
go upon* his certain, that the whole pepple,. w^p are the . 
publick, are the beft Judges, whether thingfi gp ill or. well with , 
the public. It it true they cannpt all of them fee.dii^^nt dan-, , 
cers, nor wwchi the motions, and guefs the deiigns of neighr^ 
ItouringStates ; But every Coblcr. can judge as well, |is a 3wefri. 
man, whether Jie can fit pe?icf ably Jn. his Stall ; whether he is , 
paid lor his . work ; whether the, market where he bpy« his , 
viiStuala, is well provided with^ provifipns, and whether a , 
dragoon, or a pariih officer, conqtet tp hjni fpr his Taxe; j if 
he pays any. 

Every man tpp even the meaneft* canieeJnafudden Tran- 
fiiion from Plenty to Poveity, and frpm.H^ppincfe to Diilref** 

whether 
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whether the calamity comes from War and Faminc,and the 
haid ef God; or from oppreffiorfand mismanagmrnt and the 
villainies of Men. Jn fhoit the people ofrjcn judge bctrer than 
their (uperiors, and Kave not fo many biaflcs lo Judge wrong j 
Politicians often rail at the people, chiefly bK'caufe they have 
given them occafion to rail : Thoft Minifters who cannot make 
the people their Friends, it is to be Ihrewdly fufpedtcd, do not 
deferve their friendfhip ; it is certain that much honeftty and 
fmall management,, rarely mifs to gain it. A? temporal feli- 
city is the whole end of Government ; fo the People will al- 
ways be pleafed or provoked as that increafes or abates; 

I intend my Lord to finifli this paper with a few thonghfs 
upon Lihels. Your Lordfhip I am fure will hot deny, that, 
expoiing of publick wickednefs is a duty which eVery Matt 
owes to truth and his Country, and can neVer be a Libel in the 
nature of things ; and they who call it fo rtiake themfelvea no 
Compliment. Whoever calls publick and neCeflary truths • 
Libels does but apprize us of his oWn CharaAer, and arm us 
with caution agaihft his defigns. Macbiavel ihews inftances 
where States have fufFered or periihed for not having, of for 
negleding, the power to accufe great Men who were Criminals 
or tliought to be fo ; and hence grew the temptation and Cuf- 
tdm offlandering and reviling which was the only remediy 
the people had l^t : fo that ot calumny was owing^ the want 
of Juftice, and the people were more biamelels^han ihofc 
they reviled ; who having forced them upon a Licentioufnels 
of Speech, did verv unkindly punnifli them for ufing it. 

I have often thought my Lord, that Men arc much miftta- 
ken in their Idea and Diftinftion of Libels. It has been hitherto 
generally underftood, that there were no others Libels but 
thofe againft Magifirates, and thofe flgainft private Men : 
Now to me their feems to be a third fort of Libels, full as de- 
ftruAive as any of the former can pofTibly be ; I mean Libels 
againft the people* It was otherwife zi Atbem znd Rome\ 
where, tho* particular Men and even great Men, were often 
treated with much freedom and feverity, when they defervcd 
it (as many do at this time and in this Kingdom, but you are 
happy my Lord not to be of the number) yet the people were 
fpoken of with the utmoft regard and reverence. The Sacred 
privilege of the people^ the Awful Authority of the people^ and un- 
mppealable Judgment of the people where phrafes common in thefe 
wife, great and free Cities. Other modes of Speech are fince 
grown faihionable among us, and popular madnefs is now zU 
moft proverbial; but this madnefs of theirs, wheneverithappens^ 
is derived from external caufes; Oppreffion, it is faid will make 
a wife man mad, and delufion has not leis force : Bui your 
Lordihip is fenfiblc were there are neither oppreffors nor im* 
poftors, the Judgment of the people in reganl to their Liber* 
ties and Properties feldom err. Perhaps they are deAitute of 
Grimace^ Mifiery, Refinement, and Diiimulation, and re^ 
fervc^' and the cdier accompliihments of Courtiers^ But as 
thefe aie only mafksto conceal the abfcenceof honefty and fenfe, 
the people who poiI#fs as they do the Subftance, have reafon 
to defpife fuch inupid and contemptible Shadows. 

Macbiavel in theChapter where he proves that a multitude is 
wifer and more conftant than a Prince, complains that the 
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Credit the People ihould be. in declines daiJy»; /or fays he^ 
rwf^ Mr i^if X Liberty t$ J^aJt what bt, pliajes dgidn^ tbm s hut 
np^tnfl m Prince m Man cmn tali woitbdut ii tbQUfand oMrthcnJitmi 
and dangers. I have Often wondered that, the mveigling 
agaihft the intereft of the people^ and calling theif Uiberties 
in queftion, as has beenaikd is commonly done amongd us by 
old knaves aikd young fools, has never been made &n exprefs 
Crime, 

_ ^l.mwil own. my Lord.I Jcnow not what Trcafon is if Tapping 
and betraying the Liberties of the people be not Treafon, in 
the eternal and original nature of things : Let it be remem- 
bered for whofe fake Government is, orx:ould be appc/inted ; 
iand then let it be confide red, who are more to be regarded, 
the Gc vernors or the Governed* They indeed owe one ano - 
ther mutual duties; but if there are any tranfgreilions com« 
mitted, the fide that is moft obliged ought doubtlefs to bear 
the moft ; and yet it is a far otherwtfe, that almoft all over 
the Eanh^ the people, for one injury they do their Govern- 
ors receive Ten thoufand from them : Nay In fome Countries, 
it is made death and damnation not to bear all the opprefidons 
jmd Cruelties,which Men made wanton by power inflidupon 
thofe that gave it them. 

As to Libels againft Government, like all odiers they arc 
bafe and unlawful ; efpecially when Governments are char- 
ged with Anions and Defigns of which they are not Guilty. 
And it is certain that we ought not to enter into the private 
Vices orweakncfles of governors any further than their vices 
enter into their publick Adminiftration ; and when they do, it 
will be impofifible to ftop the peoples Mouths : Tbut this your 
Lordihip has had fufficient proof of) they will be provoked, 
and fhew that they are fo, in fpight of art and threats (both 
thefe my Lord you have tried in vain) if they fufFer hardihips 
^m the private gratification of their fuperiors, from whom 
they have a right to expeA eafe and happinefs; and if thdy 
are difappointed, they will be apt to deal very freely with 
their Char after s (as you have found my Lord) 

The Praife of well doing is the higheft Reward that worthy 
and difinterefled Men aim at, {this has been the principal Uje& 
of your Lordfbifs iije and it is villainous and ungrateful to rob 
them of it ; (as it would be to rob you of the pc>pularity you 
have fo juftly acquired) and thofe that do it will be Libellers 
and Slanderers.) But on the other hand while Cenfure and In- 
famy attend thofe who deferve them, it will be fome reftraint, 
if nat upon them,yet upon others,from following their exam- 
ples. But if Men are ever fuffered to do what thev pleafe with- 
out hearing of it, or being accountable for it. Liberty and Law" 
will be loft, tho* their Names may remain. And whether a£l- 
ing wickedly with impunity, orfpeakingfallely with impunity, 
are likely to do moil hurt to human Society and the peace of 
the World, I leave all the Worlk to Judge : Common equity 
fays they both ought to be punifhed, but you muft own my 
Loid ihzt great Criminals ought to have punifhments infii(fted 
equal to their Crimes. * 

We know my Lord there has always been a Set of wretches 
lying upon the watch to ftifle Liberty, anddeftroy fxefidom of 
Speech imder a pretence of iuppreifing. Libels j- like King 
James, who having occafion for an Army to fuppreft Mw- 
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inoutlfs RebeUiony mtiflr needs keep it up afterwards ; becaufe 
other Rebellions mi]gfi&/ happen, for whichiic was refolv^d to 
give Caufe. 

Thebeft advice lean give my Lord to thofe in power, and 
the beft Way to efcape the virulence of Libels is not to-deferve 
them. 
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I Have obferved in a former paper, that the people, when 
they are not mifled or corrupted, do generally make a 
found judgment of things. They have natural qualifications 
equal to their fuperiors ; and there is oftener found a great Ge- 
nius carrj'ing a Pitch Fork than carrying a white Staff. Tlie 
poor Cook prefered by the Grand Signior to be his. firft 
Viziar, in order to cure the publick difordcr aj " 
occalioned by the ignorance, corruption, anc| ne 
former Miniftry, made ^ood efFeftually his own j 
did credit to his matter's choice ; He remedipd \\ 
orders, and proved lays Sir Paul Ricaut^ an able and excellent 
Miniver of State. 

There are not fuch mighty Talents requliite for Governmjent, 
as fome who pretend to thenj without poflefTmg them, \youId 
make us believe : Honeft Affedions, and common qualificati- 
ons, are fufficient ; and the adminiftration has been always befl 
executed, and the publick Liberty beft prefervcd, near the 
Origin and fife of States, when plain honefty an^ coniinop 
fenlc alone governed the publick affairs, and rr^^* 
were not corrupted with Riches and Luxury, nor 
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The fame can rarely be faid of Great Men, who, to gratify 
private paffion, often bring down publick Ruin, who, to fill 
their private purfes with many Thoufands, frequently load the 
people with many Millions ; who opprefs for a Miftrefs and 
to fave a Favourite^ deftroy a Nation ; who too often make 
the pUblick fink ahd give way to their private fortune ; and for 
private pleafure create a general calamity. Befides being edu- 
cated in debauchery, and pampered in riot and Luxury, they 
haVe no fenle of other mens misfortunes, nor tendernefs for 
thofe that fufFer them : They have no notion of miferies they 
xio not feeL 

The firft principles of power are in the people ; and all the 
projeds of men in power ought to reter to the people, and 
aim and end in it ; and whoever will pretend to govern them 
wiihout regarding them, will foon repent it. Such feats of 
Knight- Errantry may do perhaps in Afia ; but in Countries 
where the people are free, it is madnefs to hope to rule them 
againft their wills. They well know that Government is ap- 
pointed for their Sakes, and will be faucy enough to expeft 
tome regard and fomc good from their own delegates. Thofe 
nations who are governed in Ipight of thcmfelvcs, and in a 
manner that bids defiance, to their opinions, their intereft and 
their underftandings, are either Slaves, or will foon ceace to 
be Subjeds. 

Dominion, that is not maintained by the fword, muft be 
maintained by confent ; and in this latter cafe, what Security 
can any man at the Head of Ajffairs expecftj but from purfuing 
the peoples wellfare and feeking their good-will ; the Go- 
vernment of one for the fake of one, is Tyranny j'and fo is the 
Government of a few for the fake of themfelves ; but Govern^ 
ment executed for the good of all, and with the confent of all, 
is Liberty ; and the word Government is profaned and its mean- 
ing abufed, when it fignifies any thing elfe. 

In free Countries the people know all this : They have 
their five fenfes in as great perfecftion, as have thofe who would 
treat them as if they had none. They never hate thofe who 
govern them till they deferve it, and when this happens to be 
the cafe, not abfolute power itfelf, nor the afFedions of a 
Prince inverted with it, can proteA or employ Miniftcrs de- 
tefted by the people. Even the grand Signior, with all his 
boundlefs Authority, is frequently forced to give up his firft 
Minifter (who is fometimes hisSon-in Law, or Brother-in-Law) 
a facrifice to appeafe the peoples rage. 

The people rightly managed, are the beft friends to Princes; 
and, when injufed and oppreffed, they are the moft formid- 
able enemies. Princes who have trufted to their Armies or to 
their Nobility, have been often deceived and ruined j but fuch 
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as have trufted wholly to their people, luve feldomrbcen dj^- 
ceived or defcrted : The reafon is, that in all Governmental 
which are not violent and Military^ the people have more pow/7 
er than either the Grandees or the Soldiery ; and their friiead- 
fhip is more fincere, having nothing to defire but freedom ^ 
from opprellion. And whihl a Prince is thus beloved by bis ; 
people, it will rarely happen that any can be fo rafh and pre- 
cipitate as to confpire againft him, and fuch confpir ators feld9jnpL 
or ever meet with fuccefs; But Macbiavel very yjiR^iy rbferves", 
vdben tbe poople are dijfatisfied^ and have taken a prejudice agamjl .\ 
their Governors^ there is no thing nor perjon they ought not to J ear.. 

It is therefore of vail importance to preferve the affedlions of 
the people, even in thofe Governments where they have no 
ihare in the adminiftration.The wife ftates of Holland are fo ap^ 
prized of the truth of this maxim, that they have preferved 
themfelves and their ftate by rciigioufly obierving it* Their* 
Government confifts of many little Ariftocracies, wherealfe 
magiftrates chufe each other, and the people have nothing 
to do ; but infpirit and cffeA it is a Democracy and the difpo- 
£tions and inclinations of the people have above all things. , 
the greateft weight in their Counfel. The jealoufy of the 
people makes a vigilant magiftracy, who are honeft out of 
fear of provoking them ; and by never doing it are in great 
fafety. 

Thanks be to Heaven and our worthy Anceftors, our Li- , 
berties are better fecured. We have a confiitution in which 
thic people have a large (hare 5 they are one part of the Le- 
giflature, and have the fole power of giving Aloney ; which 
includes in it every thing, they can afk for the public good ; 
and the rcprefentaiives, being neither awed nor bribed, will 
always adl for their Country's intercft ; their own being lo in^ 
terwoven with the peoples happinefs, that they muft iland 
and fall together. It is much to be wifhed they ccnfidered this 
^ a little more. 

Suppofe our Delegates fhould not be fufFcrcd to meet j o^, 
when met, Ihould be fo awed by force, (as formerly in Den 
mark) or fo corrupted by Places and Penfions (as in the Reign 
of Charles the lecond) as to be ready to give our Liberties, and 
betray the intereft of their principals to Jecure their own. 

What in fuch a Cafe is to be done ? What remedies have our 
Laws provided againft fo fatal a mifchief ? mnft the people - 
patiently crouch under the heavieft of all evils ? Or has our 
conftitution pointed out the means of redrefs ? It would be 
ablurd to fuppofe that it has not ; and in effed the people have 
alegal remedy at hand : it is their undoubted right, andac- 
knowleged to be fo in the Bill of Rights^' paifed in the Reign 
of Charles the firft 5 and fince by the a<ft of fcttlement at the 
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RrdoltiiiM ; humbly to reprefent their grievances, and to peti- 
tion for a redrefs to thofe whofe duty it is to right them, or to 
fee them lighted ; and it is ceitain that in ail Countries, the^ 
peoples misfortunes are greater or lefs, in proportion as this 
right is encouraged or checked. 

It is the bed and t)nly juft, way they can take to breath thcit 
grievances j and whenever this flep has been taken, cfpecial- 
ly when it has been generally taken our Kings have always 
accepted fo powerful an application. Our Parliaments too 
Who are the keepers and barriers of ourLiberries, have fhewh 
themfelves ready to receive the modeft complaints and repre 
fentations of the people, and to apply fpeedy remedies to the 
grievances contained in them. And it has always been thought 
highly imprudent not to fay dangerous, to rcfift the general 
groans and entreaties of the people, uttered in this manner. 

This has been a method, which always had great weight 
with good Men J and has ever been a great terror to bad Men. 
It has therefore at all times been encouraged and difcouraged, 
according to the innocence or guilt of Men in power. A 
Prince who regards the welfare, and defires the afFedlions ot 
his people, cannot wifh for a better expedient to know how 
his fervants are approved, and how his government is liked, 
than by this way of countenancing his fubjeAs in laying their 
hearts, their wilhes and their reqtiefts, before him ; and mi- 
nifters never can be averfe to fuch reprefentations, unlefs they 
have given the people occafion to complain. 

Titus and Trajan^ confcioiis of their own virtuous adminif- 
tration, and worthy purpofes, courted addrefles and infornu* 
tions of this kind from their fubjedls : They wifely knew, that 
if the Roman people had free leave to f peak, they would not 
take leave to ad ; and that whilft they could have redrefs they 
would not feek revenge. 

None bur defperate parricides will ever attempt to make the 
people defperate. 

All thefe fecrets in government were excellently well un- 
derftood by Queen Elizabeth'^ Miniftry out of whofe HiHory I 
have copied the following paffage andfpeech. 

The Oueeh, upon her return from a Prcgrefs, held a par- 
liament at Westminster ; wherein among other things, feve- 
ral good Laws were made for the relief of the poor, and of 
maimed and difabled foldiers and feamen j againil fraudulent 
Guardians and truftees ; the Cheats and impofitions of Clo- 
thiers and the Robberies and outrages coiiimitred upon the 
borders of the Kingdom towards Scotland. But whereas great 
complaints were made in the lower Houfe, relating to the en- , 
grofling PraAice, for it feems there wree fome, who under thcS 
colour of Public Good ; but, in reality lo the great Damage of 
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the Kingdom^ had riot the Queen's letters Patehts for thi Ible 
Privilege and Liberty of vending ioiiie particular forts bf 
Wares) the Queen therefore to foreftall them, Publilhed a 
Proclamation, declaring thofe Grants to be null and void ; aiid 
alfo left them to be tried at Common Law. A method thkt 
was fo acceptable to the lower Houfe, that Eighty of that Body 
were appointed to wait upon her Majefty With their humble 
thanks, virhich the Speaker was to prefent in the name of thein 
all. She received tnem very gracioufly, and gave her anfwtr 
in the following fpeech* 

Gentlemen, 

I owe you my beft Thahks and acknowledgments for your 
rcfpeift towards me ; not only for your good inclination, but 
thofe clear and public expreffions thereof, which have difco- 
vered themfelves in retrieving me from a miftake, into which 
I have been betrayed ; not fo much by the faults of my Will, 
as the errot of my Judgment. This had unavoidably drawii a 
blemiih upon me, (who account the fafety of my People my 
chief happinefs ;) had you not made me acquainted with the 
PraAice of thofe lewd harpies and Horfe Leeches. I would 
iooner loofe ray heart or hand, than ever confentto allow fuch 
Privileges to Engroffers, as may turn to the detriment of my 
People, not I am fo blinded with the Luftre of a Crown, as to 
let the fcale of Juftice to be weighed down by that of an arbi- 
trary Power. The Gay title of a Prince may deceive lucb as 
know nothing of the Secret of Governing ; as^a. Gilded JBill 
may impofe Upon the Patient. But I am not one of thofe 
unwary Princes ; for I am very fenfible, that I ought to go- 
vern for the Publics goody and not to regard my own particu- 
lar ; and that I ftand accountable to another,'a greater Tribu- 
nal. I account myfclf very happy; that, by God's affiftance, 
I have enjoyed fo profperous a Government in all relpeds, 
and that he has bleffed me with fuch fubjefts, for whom I could 
be contented to l^y down my, Crown and Life. I muft intreat 
you, that let others be guilty of >vhat faults or mi/detneanors fo- 
cver, they may not be laid at my door. I hope the evidence 
of a good confcience will, in all refpefts bear itie dut, you 
cannot be Ignorant, that the Servants of Princes have, too 
often, an Eye to their own advantage ; that their faults are 
often concealed from their Notice, and that they cannot, it they 
would, infpeA all things, when they the weight and bufineft 
of a whole Kingdom lies on their Shoulders. 

This Speech is worthy of the occafion, worthy a mfe Prince, 
worthy of a free People ; a fpeech that has truth and fenfe 
and Spirit in it. And we may be aflured from the franknefs 
and vigour of it, that the miniften who advifed it, were no 

fharers 



Digitized by 



Google 






^ 

r 



\ 

266 THE &XTRAQILDINARY <:xLIV4 

Carers in the guilt and tjppreffion of which ! it, complains^ ilf 
they hacjj they would bavp chofco words mord faint and: eqiii - 
VQc^J; thqy wouMihave ihuffled in their aflirtions ; they 
» would h*vc talked more cowardly, apd they wat3dihave4ce|)t 
oflf iroij^ particular^ii. But here; their Upoidnl^s kthe effeA of 
fhejr iqaoceiice, and'prpmpcedby it. t 

; Her Ma[)efty frankly x)wn^, tba« fhe Was drawn into aaer- 

;rQr (f woftild to God that fl^^x)f the Princes of • Europe woiild 

jWa^e iji^fawe declaration now, and pun Mh^tbe. known eiie- 

mies to his Government and People ;) but ^at it wias only an 

error of her Judgment, fhe makes manifeft her alacrity and 

forwardnefs to punilh thofe who in her name had abufed the 

^JP^blic^ .ihe o^ns that tlwe. art and end di Reigning is to ad- 

v^q^j tb« public good (but it feems other wife now) fhe owfts 

.:^p has/beeiiL abufed by her Senraqt€^ and fjie removes from 

jhcrffilf all guilt, by ;giving up the guihy % (the reverfe is 

^rai^ifed turn and traitors are proteded iinilikad 6f belr% 

pvoiihed.) . ' • - 



J 



( 1 



-u. 



.^^/^' ^ 



'^owpriiited ^d tol4\f9r the Author, by W., MooRj, Nq- 
1 55> '^PJPI?^ Hattori-Garden, Holbofiu Where piay'tp 
ha^qop^pleat Sets. ,' o ., 









'^ •\-^i \.j«taM^ . •• %' ^ ' 2 




Digitized tK^iOO' 



T H E 
EXTRAORDINARY 

NORTH BRITON. 



By W M. 



NUMBER XLV. To ie continued IVeekly. 
SATURDAY, March i8, 1769. Price Three Pence. 



WHATEVER advantage the caufe of Liberty 
may receive from general feafonings on the Origin 
and nature of Civil Government, the greater part 
of our Countrymen will confider and perhaps 
lightly, the inquiry into the Conftitution of thefir own 
Government, as a Queftion of facft ; that muft be tried by 
Authorities and precedents oiily ; and decided at Jaft by Ihe 
evidence of Hiftorical teftimony, not by the conclufion of 
Philofophy or political fpeculations. 

There is little Room to doubt but that the form of the 
Englilh Government has at all times, been free, and that ic 
is on principles of Freedom it has been continually and uni- 
formly condufted. Some perhaps may be inclined to think 
the contrary : For befides the name, and other enfignes of 
Majefty, in common with thofe'who wear the moft defpp- 
tic 'crowns, the whole execution of our Laws, and the adlive 
patt of our Government is in the hands of the Prince, and 
this pre-efminence gives him fo reljpecftable a figure in the eyes 
of his fubjefts, and prefents hini fo conftantly, and with luch 
Luftre ot Authority tp their minds, that it is no wonder they 
ard fdmetimes difpofed to advaiice him from the rank of firft 
magiftrare ot a free People, into that of fole arbiter of the ' 
Laws. But unlefs thefe pffejudices are cbnnevSted by the know-- ' 
ledg6 of our conftitutional Hiftory, thdre is conftant reafoh to 
apprehend; not only tHat the Royal Authoricy may ftretch itfelf - 
beyond due bounds, blit may grow- at^ length into that enor* 
mous tyranny, from which this nation liais heen at certain ' 
timfes happily delivered. •.*..; r. . //o ,i; 

It is vety notprious from the cOriimbii difcourfe of M6a'orf •* 
thlSOGcafion, that very many of us have but very crude no- 
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tions of ihe form of Government uadcr which we live, and 
which has been tranfmltted to^us^oy our forefathers. Some 
contend that the Crown j of England is abfolute ; that the 
farm of Government is an entire ^nd, ^mplc monarchy ; and 
that fo it has continued to be in cVfefy Period to the Abdication : 
That the conqueft at leaft to afcend no higher, invefted the 
firft William in abfolute Dominion ; that from him it devolved 
of courfe upon his fucceilbrs and that all Ihe pretended rights 
•f the people, the great Charters of Ancient and modern 
date, were mere ufurpations on the Prince, extorted from 
him by the neccflity of his affairs, and revocable at hisplca- 
furc ; Nay they infinuate that Parliaments thcmlelves were 
the Creatures of his Will ; that their privileges were all de- 
rived from the Sovereigns Grant ; and that they* made no 
part in the original Frame and texturc^of the Engliih Govern- 
ment. 

This they deliver as a juft and fair account of the Engli/h 
Government Thfcy a(k what reftraint our Henry VIII. and * 
our admired Elizabeth^ would ever fufFcr to be put on their 
prerogative, and how the fancy, came of dating the high pfc- 
cenfionsof the Crown from the^accciiion of the Stuart Fami^ 
ly ; They affirm that James the firft and his Son aimed only 
to continue the Government on the footing on which they 
had received it ; that their notions of it were Authorized by 
conftant fad ; by the evidence of our Hiftories ; by the Lan- 
guage of Parliaments ; by the concurrent fenfe of every or-"- 
der of Men amongft us ; and, that what followed in the 
middle of the laft century was thp mere effed of popular, 
as many former diforders had been of Patrician violence. In 
a word they conclude with faying,, that the old Government 
revived again at the reftoration, juft as in like circumftances, 
it had done before, at the Union of the two Houfes ; that in 
truth the defertion of James thd Second had given a colour to 
the fubfequent innovauons ; but that till the new fettleoaent 
was made, the Englifh Conftitution, as imj^ying ibmething 
different from pure Monarchy was an unintelligible notioOf 
or a mere whim that had not the leaft foundation in truth or 
Hiftory. 

This is a fummary of the Do6brincs which are ftili but too 
aurrent amongft us. But th^re is reafon to apprehend mtich 
mifchief from the prevalence and propagation of fuch a 
Syftem ; a fyftem which as being, in the Language of the 
Patrons of it, founded upon fa(ft, is the more likely to 
impofe upon the People ; and as refering to the praftice of 
Ancient timet » is not for every M^n's^ confutation. But let 
us examine in regard to this prerogative Syftem, and its coo- 
tQgry» whether thtre is any ground- in Hiftory to conclude 
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that the Prince has any cobfthwional claim td ahfol\^te »ua^ 
controulable Dominion ; or whpther the Liberty of the Sub- 
jed be not effcmial to every xtifFerent form, under which the 
Eng^{h Government has appeared. * 

, The Principles of the Saxon Policy ^ and ito fome refffedls 
the fbrin of k^ have bisen confhtntly kept jujJj in^ every fuc- 
cecding Period of the ^ngtiih Monarchy. The fpirit ot Li- 
berty was predominant in thofe times^ and it might well be fq ) 
for it was of the cflence of the German conftitution^ 5 a juft 
notion of which (fo uniform was the genius of the brave Peo- 
ple that planned them) may be g^heii'ed from what the Ro- 
man Hiftorians, and above all from what Tacitus has recorded 
of them. 

, The 'defenders o( itpl power, confcious td themfelves 6f 
the teftimony which the Saxon times are ready to bear againft 
them, are wile enough to lay the foundatioil of their Syftem 
in, the conqueft. They look no higher than that event for 
the Origin of the conftitution, and think they have a notable 
advantage, in dedncihg their notion of the Engliih Govern- 
ipent from the forni it took in the bands of the Norman in- 
vader. But is it notpleaiant tq hear thefe Men calumniate 
the imprbvemems that 'have been made from time in the 
plan of our Civil coailitution with the name of ufurpaticttis 
when they are not afhamed to ere(5l the conflitiltion itfelfi^ii 
what they muft efleem, at leaft, a great and manifeil ufur|:^a<^ 
tion.- 

And wing them to dignify the Roman fetrfement with tht 
title of Conftittttion, what folldws ? That Defpotifm was of 
the eiienee> of that conAitution ; fo they tell us indeed, btit 
without onte word of Proof for the aiTertion. Do they think 
the nanpie of conquefl, or even the thing implies, an aSfohite 
t^xlin^ttted Dominion ? Have they forgot that Williams claim 
tp the Crown was. not conqueft (though it enabled him to fup^ 
por^ his claim) hut leftamentary fucceiflon? a tide very much 
ia,(hetafte of that time, and extremely reverenced by •ur 
&xon Aceftors.^ That he even renounced his conqueft by hi» 
cotpnation Oath; that, the legiflativejtower continued t|ii5 
fame in his hands, as in thofe of his predetefiTors ? ah^ thar, 
i^CMijQ woitI,'hef donfirmed the Saxon Laws, at leafll before 
he h94 b^n many, years in pofleiTion of Ms new digliity. 

Is there ahy thing in all this that favours the notion of hiii 
eredii^ him&lf into' anabfohite Lord of the cdnqtiered Coun-* 
try? Is it not 'certain even from his own M^ha Chatta^' fis^it 
nij^y]>e oalled^ that he bound hinafelf to gbVi&rn atcoitliiig to 
Lawf that he could neither totichxthe hpiuotirs nor EAates.bf 
^sfubj«dbt)utby^ legal Trial), and that even tbe nianyfo;^^ 
feitur^s in his Reign are an evidence of his proceeding in that 

meh od. 

Still we are told of his parcelling out the whole Land upon 
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iiim own Terras^ to his followers, and of his famous inftitu- 
ripri of Feudal Tenures. But what if the former of the(e af- 
fertions be foreign to the purpofe at leafl, if not falfe ; and 
the latter^ fubverfive of the very fyftem it is brought to cfta- 
blifh, the fadl has been much difputed of his parcelling out 
moft) or all, of the Lands of England to his followers. But 
fuppoiing, the property of all the foil in the Kingdom had 
changed hands ; what is that to us^ who claim under our 
Norman^ as well, as Saxon Anceftors i^ The Saxons might be 
injured, Oppreffed, enflared ; and yet the Conftitution 
tranfmitted to us through the Normans be perfeAiy Free. But 
he inftituted they fay the Feudal Law. True, But the Feixkl 
Law, abfolute Dominion are two things^ and, what is more, 
perfeftly incompatible throughout the Norman and Plantagenc 
Lines, there was one perpetual conteft between the Prince and 
his feudataries for Law and Liberty ; an evident proof of the 
light in which our forefathers regarded theNorman conftitution. 
in the competition of the two rofes, and perhaps before, they 
loft fight of this prize. But no fooner was the publick tran- 
quility reftored, and the contending Claims united \A Henry 
VII. than the old fpirit revived : A legal cenltitution became 
the cpnftant ObjeCl of the people, and though not always a- 
Vowed, was, in effeft. as conftanily fubmitted to by the So- 
vereign. It may be true, perhaps, that the ability of Henry 
the Seventh, the impetuous carriage of Henry the Eighth, 
and the generous intrigues of Queen Elizabeth; but above all 
the condition of the times and a fenfe of former miferies ; kept 
down the fpirit of Liberty for fome Reigns, or diminifhed, at 
leaft the force and vigour of its operations. But a pafive (ub- 
jeftion was never acknowledged, certainly never demanded 
as a matter of right, till Queen Elizabeth now and then, and 
King James, by talking continuaHy in this ftrain, awakened 
the national jealoufy ; which proved fo uneafy to hunfelf, and, 
in the end, fo fetal to his family, whence it may evidently ap- 
pear, that, unlcfs the fyftem of Liberty is conneAed with that 
of Prerogative in our notion of the Engliih Government, tht 
tenor of our Hiftory is perfeiftly unintelligible, and that no 
confiftant account can be given of it, but on the fuppofition of 
a legal Limitted conftitution. 

The power of the Tudor family, which had domineered 
for a long time, and that by the full allowance of Parliament 
and people, was, in the opinion of the Stuarts, both in fad 
and righ, abfolute and uAeontroulable. It is certain, the Stu-' 
art family did draw that conclufion ; but a great deal too hafti- 
ly, becaufe the esiercife of this Extraordinary power was com* 
mitted or more properly indulged to them by the people. 
This is fo ftriftly true, that from the firft to laft of the Tudor 
Line, imperious and difpotic as ihey were •f their •wA nature. 
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tlo ftretch of power was ventured upon by any of them,but un* 
der the countenance and protedlion of an A61 of jParliament } 
and the Parliaments by taking care to make every addition to 
the Crown their own proper aft, left their Kings no pretence to 
confidcr themfelves as abfolute and independent. There is a 
wide difference between the Crown's ufurping this ilrange 
Power and the Parliament's beftowing it. The foirms of Li- 
berty were ftill krpt up through the entire Reigns of the Houfe 
of Tudcsir, and the conftitution maintained even ainidft the ad- 
vantageis of all forts which offered for the deftxiiAion of both* 
The riirliament indeed was obfequibus, was fervile, was di- 
rciftcd to favour their Princes intereft or Caprice by abfurd 
and inconfident compliances, as was frequently the cafe, when 
Henry the Eighth's Paflions fwayed him ; but they drew this 
benefit at leaft to themfelves, that their power by that meani 
would appear the greater and more unqueftionable. The 
king in the mean time found himfelf at his eafc ; perhaps be* 
lieved himfelf abfolute, and confidered his application to Par- 
liaments as an adl of mere Grace and popular condefenfion. 
At leaft, after fo long experience of their fubmiilion, thcr el- 
der James certainly thought himfelf at Liberty to entenain this 
belief of them. But he was the firft of our Princes that durft 
avow this belief plainlyand openly. He was Simulated, no 
doubt, to this ufurpacion of power in England, by the m^» 
mory of his former iubjedlion, or fervitude rather, to thcf ivfi^ 
perious Church of Scotland. But this was not alK Succeed- 
mg to fo fair a Patimony as that of a mighty Kingdom, and 
bringing^ beiides with him to the fucceiuon, and undifpvted 
title and the additional fplendour of an other Crown ; all thefe 
advantages meeting in his perfon at this point of time, he ven- 
tured to give way to his natural Love of Dominion, and told 
the people to their face that the pretended rights of their Parlia- 
ments were but the free gifts and Graces of their Kings ; that 
every point of Government, that is^ every Point which he 
chofe to call by that name, was wrapped lip in the awful miff 
tery of his Prorogative ; and, in a word, ^at it was ledition 
for them to difpute what a King might do in the height of his 
powcjr. 

Such was the Language the publick language to his Parlia- 
ments, of James I, but thefe pretences, which might have 
been fuffered, or could not have been oppofed ynder the Tu- 
dor Line, were unluckily out of fealon, and would not pafs 
on a people who knew their own rights, had faved to them- 
felves the exercife of them, and came now at length to feel 
and underff and their importance. The principal caufe that , 
had ttfted the Crown fo high, was the deprefl^on^p^theBa-. 
ions. But the commons Were rifing ftpiace, and in J( jpqntury 

had 
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had grown to that height, that, on the Acceflion of the Houfc 
of Stuart, the point of time when the new King dreamed of 
nothing but abfolute Sovereignty, they were now in a condi- 
tion to affcrt the publick Liberty, and, as the event fhewed 
but too foon, to fnatch the Sceptre itfelf out of the King's hands. 
The tranllation of the Pope's Supremacy to the King was 
the Circumfti'nce of all others which rooft favoured the Sudden 
Grouth of the imperial power in this nation, the prerogative 
having received numerous advantages from this newly acquired 
headmip- It gave birth to that great and formidable Court of 
the High-commiflion; and,as all matters that regarded religion 
or conlcience were fubjecfted to its fole cognifance and infpec- 
tion, it was prefently feen how wide an entrance it gave to the 
moft tyranicai ufurpations. Fortunately for the advance of 
Prerogative, there was already eredled another Court of the . 
like dangerous nature, of ancient date, and venerable eftima- 
tion, under the name of the Court of Star-Chamber; which 
brought every thing under the direction of the Crown, that 
could not properly be determined in the High Commiffion. 
Thefe were two Arms of abfolute Dominion ; which at differ- 
ent times, and under different pretences, where ftrcched forth 
to the opprellion of every man that prefumed to oppofe him- 
felf to the Royal will or pleafure. The Star-Chamber had been ] 
kept, in former times, within fome tolerable bounds ; buttjie '\ 
high and arbitrary proceeciings of the other Court, which were . 
conftantly exercifed and as conftantly connived at by the 
Parliament, gave an eafy Pretence for advancing the Star- 
Chamber's Jurifdiftionllo far, that, in the end its Tyrany was 
equally intolerable as that of ihe High Commiffion, and both 
were abfolutely abolifhed. ' ' 

Thus it was that the King's Authority in all cafes, fplritual 
and temporal, was fully eftablifhed, and in the higheftfenfe 
of which the words are capable. Our King's themfelyes fo 
underftocd it, and, when afterwards their Parliaments (hew- 
ed a difpofition to interfere in any thing relating either to 
Church or State, they were prefently leprimanded, and ftern- 
ly required, not to meddle tvith what concerned their prero- 
' gative Royal, and their high points of Government. Inftan- 
ces of this fort were very frequent in Elizabeth's Reign, when 
the commons were getting up, and the fpirit of Liberty began 
to exert itfelf in that affembly. This one would think was 
fufficient to fatisfy the ambition of our Kings ; but they 
went further, and ftill under the wing of their belpved 
fupremacy. The Parliament were not lo tame, or the Kings 
Grace did not require it of them, to diveft themfelves intircly, 
though it was much checked and reftrained by thefe Courts; of 
their legiflative Capacity , but the Crown found a way to ealc 
itlelf of this curb, if at any time it Ihould prove troublefome 
to it. {To be continued.) 
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THIS was by means of the difpenfing Power, which, 
in efFcft, vacated all Laws at once^ farther than it 
plcafed the King to countenance aiid allow them. 
Ar.d for fo enormous a ftretch of Power, (which being rarely 
excrcifcd was the Icfs heeded) there was a ready pretence from 
the papal Privileges and pre-eminencies to which the Crown 
had fuLCceded. For this moft invidious of all the claims of 
Prerogative had been indifputablc in the Chtirch and it had been 
irebblcd at by fome of our Kings m former times, from the 
contagious Authority of the Popes example, even without the 
pretence which the fupremacy in Spirituals no\v gave for it* 
The exercife of this power in the Popes themfelres was thought 
fo monftrous, that Matthew Paris honeflly complains of it ia 

his time, as extinguifhing all Juftice Extinguit Omnem Juf- 

titiam, it is in this difpenfing Spirit, that James I, having de- 
livered for a Maxim of State, that the King is above Law, 
goes on to affirm in one of his favourite works. That general 
Laws made publickly in Parliament, may, upon known xe- 
fpeAs to the King, by his Authority be initigated and fufpend- 
cd upon caufes only known to him. But it is well known, that 
the claiming and carrying too high this Prerogative of the dif- 
,penfing Power by the Princes ot the Houfe ot Stuart was what 
brought on rhe ruin of the laft of them* 

Another 
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Another fource of the regal dominion in later times, and ftill 
fpringing out of the rock ot fupremacy (which followed and 
fuccoured the court prerogative whcicver it went, juft as the 
rock of Moffes, the Kabbini fay, joome/ed wiffi the Jewilh 
camp, and relrelhed it in all its ftations) was the opinion taken 
up and propogated by churchmen, trom the earlieft aera of 
the fbferrftatlon, coitecrning the irrefiftlble pow^i* of king'sii 
and the pafTive obedience that is due to it. 

It cannot be doubted that the churchmen efpecially, both 
by intereft and principle, would be clofely conne6ied with the 
new head oUhe church. Their former fubjeCi.on in Spirituals, 
to the papal authority would, or itfelf, create a prejudice in- 
favour of it> aS Aow refiding u\ ihe king's perfon ; and the dif- 
pofal of bifhoprieks, and other great preferments, being now 
Entirely in die crbWh, they \Vould of oourfe be much addiAed 
to his fervjce. 

What iiiali we alfo lay of the pernicious docS^rine of the di 
vihe iilctefeafible ri|;bt of kings, whi^h Unhappily arofe in like 
muiner in the church of England, as another confequence of 
the kings fupremacy. Henry the Eighth's ufurpation of rhe 
fupremacy, as k was called at Rome, appearing fo prodigious 
a crime ib all good Cithoiics, thai rio ieyerltiei were gfear 
enougli to infliv^ upon him for it, ahd^ whed atfiei-wards, ia 
right of fik alTumed headlhip the ctdWti vfcht fo far aft to 
a-feje(St, the authority of the church, as \*rell as the court of 
^omes all thb thunders of the vaticari vfe^t employfed againft 
this invader of the churches prerogative. The Pope, in hii 
extreme indignation, threatened to depofe Edward. He put 
this threat in execu ion againft Eliz^lbefth 5 vet, in fpite oi re- 
ligious prgudices, this was cfteemed fo ntcnftWiis i ftretch of 
|)ower, and foodibusio allcbriftian princes, that -the Jefu't* 
thought It expedient, l^ all means, to lofted the appeirancd 
of it# One of* their contrivanc6s was^ by fearchirig into ihe 
origin of otvH pow», which they brotight righrly, thoi^h fbf 
thi* wicked purpofe, froni the people. For tfiey that, if (ht 
regal power could be (he^rh to hive no dlvirief right, tftit to 
tie of human atjd eveft popalar in ft tuuon, the' Iherty whifch 
*lie pl^ople tcWk in dcpofing km|;s, wdu'd 4^ kfs invidious. 
Thus the Jefuics rcafoned on the matter. The argtimeAt' w^ 
puftW with great vigour by Hardinjg and hisbrechren, in Eli- 
3Jabdth's reign 4 but afte^wards -iViiK jwore learning «id ad- 
Atc& by Bellarmiae, Mariana, and other's* 

To conabat this dangerc/us poficion, fo prejudicial to the 
|>ower of kings, and which v£ras meartt to juftify all attempte 
of violence on the lives of heretical princes, the Proteftant 
4dmtU» went into dthe othfiv cextreme ; and, to favc the perfon 
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of their fovcreiga, preached up the dodrinp of divine right. 
Yet, it could hardly have kept its ground againft fo muchv 
light and evidence as has been thrown at different rimes on 
this fubjeft, but for an unlucky circumftance attending the 
days of reformation* This was the growth of Puritanifm and 
the republican fpirit ; which, in order to juftify its attack on 
the Ifgal conftitutional rights of the crown, adopted the very 
fame principles with the Jefuit party ; and, under ihefe cir- 
cumftances, it is not to be thought ilraogc that a principle tru« 
the main, fhould be generally condemned and execrated. 
The crown and church of England had reafon to look upon 
both thefe Ibrts of men, as their mortal enemies. What won- 
der then they (hould unite in reprobating the polit cal tenets 
on which their common enmity was juftified and fupported I 
So that it appears true, and a charge not to be denied ; that 
the defpoiiim, affeded by the princes of the houfe of Steuart, 
has been owing, in a great meafur^, to the flavifh dodtrine of 
the clergy of the church of England. Liberty, religious and 
civil, at laft prevailed over thele impotent attempts ; and the 
unhappy king Charles I, could not prevent his minifters firft, 
and afterwards the conftitution itfclf, from falling a viAim to 
that fury, which, in the end, forced off his own head, i 

Such was the iffue of the dcfperate confliA between prero- 
gative and Liberty. The wonder was that this fatal experi- 
icnce (hould not have . redified all miftakes, and have fetcled^ 
the government on a fure and lading bafis at the refloration. 
The people were convinced, that nothing was more requtfite 
to their happinefs, than the fecure poffeition of their ancient 
legal conftitution. The recalled family were not fo wife ; and, 
in their attempts to revive thofe old exploded claims, which 
had fucceeded fo ill with their prcdeceffors, they once more 
fell from the throne, and made room for the revolution to 
pluck up all the noxious weeds of ufurped power, and reiftify 
the errors of government. 

Our new Magna Charta, or declarations of rights, fettled, 
authenticated, and obtained by the revolution it a fufficient 
barrier againft any future encioachments of the crown ; and 
from hence we date the trucft sera of Englifh Liberty. It 
was interwoven indeed with the very principles of the oonfti- 
tution. It was inclofed in the ancient trunk of the feudal 
law, and was propogated from it. But its operation was 
weak and partial in that ftate of its infancy. It acquired 
frefh force and vigour with age, and has now at length ex- 
tended its influence to every part of the political fyftem. 

In the whole, it may be faid, that whatevt^r faults are 
found by fuch as have imbibed the principals of arbitrary 

power. 
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poorer, nnd want rctfon to orercome them ; certain it is that 
our gorernment and conftttution faave been greatly adoiircd 
by all wife nien of what naciort foevei, even iiich as have 
born and bred under defpottc authority. Let us but cooly 
confider that Liberty which is the gr mnd work our govern- 
ment and confVi urion. What bloodihcd has it not ooft this 
nation, what king's have not been dep<>fcd and n)urdei:ed to 
obtain it. In fpite of ail the armies railed to oppofe and quiet 
a difTatisfied, murmuring people, Magna Charu was obtained. 
Henry the Second, king John, Henry the Third, Edward ijlie 
Firft, and Second, could not withftand the nations importunity. 
And would now fome fool, fome tyrannical politician, havo us 
•give up this dearly boui^ht jewel. But what is this Magna 
^hfttta, that we always were, and are ftill fo jealous and ter- 
nacious of? It is the mother of our Liberty. But means of this 
wc arc all it fome refpefts, upon an equality ; all of us con- 
iideredas human fellow creatures. Bleued inilitiition, furely, 
fortune may make a difference, clothe (ome more magnificenty, 
ptmpef fome more luxuriouily ; but thefe cannot hurt an hair 
of the poor man's head, or deprive the beggar of his rags and 
ofTtls^ with impunity. The lowed are intiiled to juftice as 
well as the higheft, may enjoy their pofTefltons, free from 
mtruiion or incroachments, follow their rcfpedlive vocations 
without moJeftation, and, it they find they are pinched, have 
a right toxry out. This is our Liberty ; this it mwft be con- 
fefied, was the intention of civil fociety from its firA origin. 
Not that the rich ihouid opprefs the poor; or that one man 

• ihould not dare to complain, when he finds himfelf injured, 
as well as another, becau.'b fortune has been kinder to this than 
that man, in fhort, by Magna Charta, which is fwom to by 
ibc Kings of England, every the moft din^inutive individual 

* in tkis realm becomes poifefied of a right to complain and de- 
mand rcdrefs for any injury, injuflice, or oppreffion. Hence 
he has a right to fpeak and write his mind freely ; if he has 
juAice on his fide, he mayinfift upon obtaining it ; if he is in 
the wrongs or inan^rror his mm raers arc of no confequenoe* 

That tb^ Liberty wc cDJoy wiii often timet be abufed, it to 
be cxpe^ed, as unavoidable nay, in feme cafes, iivremediable, 
and even not to be tolerated in all focietles there are evil mirxled 
And wicked men, who will break through the moft ri^id laws. 
I cannot find that the moft dclpe>tic authority is able to keep all 
fubje^ls in awe; and lurely, with all our Liberty^ are o^r 
lawa more infringed than thoie of other countries ? Have they 
not treafons, murders, robberies^ and infurfc6tions undef^ the 
mo(l arbitrary governmenta? There is no perfect happinefs ia 
tlu8 world ; no pleafureare wuhout fome inconvenience pr pain 

attendmg 
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attending it— Jhlow many to enjoy the bleiBngs of healthy are 
foi-cfed to be tiiidfer a corift'iMt cbtiHc of bitter draught^, attdifdlsi 
^ii\i th0 m6ft e)tci1i€iatlng operations ? Yet thefe muft ht 
borne, if Ibch patients Mould not relapfe into their old diA 
ordeffe; and forego the ehjoyment of many other bleilings; 

T^o make a kw, whereby it might be determined in What 
paftidiilir cafes a man Ihall fiavc a right to the Liber y of an 
Englifhrfiati, or what degree of rank or fenfe he (hall be . 
pGneflcd of to intitle him to complain or remr nftrate, would 
be imprfffible, and inlirely dcftrudive of ah Liberty, 

I fhall firliih Uus paper with an inquiry into the right of fret 
fllbjfe(5is. It by no means neceflarily follow^;, that the fub-* 
je6t8 of a free government area free people; for, in oommoil 
fpeech, thd tctf m, Jireegavtmmmt is often ufed, when no more 
ts'ihtendfcd by itthan, that the government, or ftates govern- 
ing^, are free as to their own ads of government; free from 
ttic cohtfoul bf an abfolute fovereign, &c. And ihru^bthfe 
be the c6mmttn way of ufihg the term, yet is the fenfe of it 
vfeiy lotile arid mdeteralinate ; But a free govermhefit, in a 
jurf fenfe, a» rtftrririg to the people governed ihuO ifeceffarily 
imply the freeddm of all its (ubjefts, oi; the govbriimeat 
over a free people. For example, the P^/ij^'goV^^mftlent callk 
itfelr, aiid is Tthlhk in general, called f fret ^erntheHtk By 
Whith \i to be underftood, that the J^W^i are nbt^tihd^f the 
dbfblutfe defpotic fovereignty of one mail That the nobles^ 
citics^, &c- haVc their particular privileges, which canA0t bfe 
violated. That all thefe have voices in their dleit ; and thiU . 
Withatit their cdncurrenie, no id of governmeht is vaJid, tot 
By vir uC of this cooftiiution, it riiay be called a frte gotertt- 
merit in the former fdhfe; biit if among the people; the ouft 
«6m pf viflklage pfrctails, fo as to deftroy or abridge the right 
-df natural ptopeny, they canilot be called^ with any |>fi$prieiy 

If d' mail holds, ot is poffeffed of land, by fuch A^ fenule 
oBligeshlm to anv kind of perfonal fcrviees, thoKgh tfait is 
ibme abatement ot his freedom. Yet he may confideir the lafids 
fo held, is his fay, of as a fatisfadicn foi* hi^ Lbouf. Blit^ % 
6nly ftoiA the circumftance of being born W<thJn the limits df .^ 

any particulsir lordfhip, and the ion of d Vaffil^ itMtti islet 
vpon and fupported, to the whole, or any part of his labour^ \ 

he is then a Have in fuch ik degifee ; His right of natural property j 

^ denied ; and it^ cannot be faid of a country where iuch 
ufages are fupported by the laws, whatever the forfh orgovern- 
nicnt may be, thit they are a free people, c» ihd governaient 
in a ftrid fenfe a free government. 

By natural property^ I mean the right which a man has in 
<be effcd or the produce of his own labour. This fimple pro- 
perty 
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qperty js^ of all others, the mod important^ and cannot be vi- 
olated. Ufpered upon it may be : out, however fupprcfledt 
or borne down, by whatever eftabliihment of law or power, 
the right itfelf will ftill remain, and cannot be expunged. So 
Ur as any civil eftablifhmcnt admits, and prote<5ls this right, fo 
far as it is juft and equitable ; and in fucb a degree as it con- 
troverts, or oppreffcs it, in the fame degree is that eftabliih- 
ment flavifh, opprcfUvc and tyrannical. 

The very notion of government, or civil eftablilhent, admits, 
-and fuppofes a reftraijic upon natural Liberty ; and to the end 
of the world, it will not be determined prLcifcly, what limi- 
tations arc beft adjufted under this, or that form of govern- 
ment. But the right oi natural property is a felf evident pro* 
pofition. It may be borne down by power, but never can be 
contefled by rcafon. It is as much as mans own as is liie is his 
own. It is a right antecedent to any civil or focial obligation, 
derived from God alone, the creator of natural powers and fa- 
culties ; and, to remove it ftill further from any impeachment 
of human laws I might almofl venture to add, it is the right of 
the mere animal, even prior to any confideration, of it as 
man, or a hun^n animal. 

If I w^re. demanded, why I prefered the Engli/b conHhuiion 
to any other? I fhould reply, without any hefitation, be- 
.caufe, by the Englijh Jaws, the right of natural property is 
•better fecured and proteAed, than by any other. I do not. 
icnow any inftance were it is impunged, unlefs in the cafe of 
.the imprifonment of the irifolvent debtor : for, upon the fupr 
pofition, that all his civil property of every kind, as lands, 
goods, &c, in the reverfion, as well as in pafleflion, is 
.pafTed over to the creditor.; (for, till that be done, his perfon 
is to be confide red as a pledge or pawn, and fo is juftlydetain- 
able :) upon the fuppofition too that he is not confidered as a 
^linquent or criminal^ and his imprifonment as a legal puniih- 
^ment,; for then it is out of the quefiion : I then with great 
ifubmiffion apprehended, his imprifonment is a fufpenfion of 
Jiis right.of natural property, and approaches a little to near a 
Ipecies »of llavery. I lay fpecics ot. ila very.; for, to make it 
XU)mplcat flavery, his Ubour murt be ufurped by another. 
* • -•. . 

[to, BE CONTINUED.] 
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BUT hi9tifne4md perfonal freedom beiag his own, what, 
he ha$ a natural Right to« this I think he cannotbe de* 
prived of; He cannot juftly be made an unfree Man, 
but only as a Delinquent or MalefaAor; and I think I am 
right in faying, the Law dees noi confider him as fuph. 

But however that may be, the Condi' ution. or Syftem of 
JSngliJb Laws, always regards the natural Property, which 
^vcry Man Ixis in h^s own Labour .as facred and inviolalglf:^ 
and it is this, more than any other conikleration Y^hitevcr^ 
that fets Englifh. People in a Stare the mofl oppoitte co, or 
diftinft from Slavery, and makes them a free People. 

For, admitting the Political Sydem of King, Lords 4tn4 
<^ommoAs to remain as this ; and that the fcveral rights of the 
EleAors of Members of Parliament, as Freeholders, Free- 
Burgers, &c. were alfo to remain : In that cafe,. the Govern- 
ment might to 'be a free Government ; free within itfelf, free 
as to its own Afts. A Government invefied with many ^obte 
liberties, and the P.eople reprefented, the Freeholders, i&c. 
^ifefled of many important Privileges ; yet, if the bulkfof the 
common people, or indeed anypartof them, wereby the La^f^, 
■of legal Cuftoms, deprived of their Right c^ natural Property, 
^ere not free of iheir»Lahour,*biit might be conftraiA'd to yield 
4heir Labour, in \i hole* or in 'Part; without any or a juft 'Com- 
jpenfation : They would then be in a Sute of -Slavery, .10 a cer- 
tain 



Digitized by 



Google 



tain Degree, reft raining t^e Degnrce in which their natural 

night was ufurpcd ; and thb* it rmght be faid, there is Free- 
dom io England, or part of the People free ; yet it could not 

*bc affirmed, the Bnglijh ai*e acfircc^ People.^ 

The admiifion of this fimple, natural, equitable propofitioa, 

^intp the coni^itution, that every man has a property in his own 
Labbur, wliicH muft not« ba violated-; is that Which^^nakcf 'it, 

^ftrivSlly fpeaking a free Government. 

A free Government cannot be defined,, a Government which 

•brings no reftraint upon a natural Liberty ; for in that fenfe, 
no Government is or can b^ free : Eut a'^free Government is 
thftt under wlitch the Kigbf of* H^ii^uFal p i cycr iy- k iire^ acii- vb^ 
violate, where every man is-ccmfidered as free of his own La- 
bour ; and this Right firmly eftabliftied, and tchacioufly de- 

iic ndcd by Laiivs, whatever may be^ the fof m of the Givit cfta- 
blifhment, or method of enabling i^s Laws^ .conftimtes a State 
the reverfe to Slavery and is freedom. 

It i6!thi$ which makes the fijrm^ the ibiid,, and tmrac^qJbk^ 

'Bafis of the Britifh Liberty. 

IF by any afif whatever i iiippofe of the* Jtoyat Pi:efC)gattve, 
the right of voting for Reprefentatives in Parliament, for any 
BodcKigh;^ Hlaf^th, fot imStsnd^ ihoolA be leaUy ' aboKfte^'; 
Tbis>'^tvt)uld be>the rciy higheilinfringrtKato^ Civil Righ^tt^c 
anyi BtigHJkmim\:oxMivffcri ' Btit notwithftanding !tbt8 viollkticni, 
tfiK E^lijh wouid ftiUi>€f.a free people } and ihefc^very Men^ 

^e deprived voters woiuld ftitt be irae Subjedb. Tba» fs a 
BuKg^ a roterat Ilamucb would, after this deprivadon, be 
daly as if he neVer had been poffe fled oi thit high PrivUege. 

Ja a woWly 'he wt)i2ild be in the fame condition as to Freedom^ 
Pwpctty, Laws, Ace. with his neighbotir, who never had 
iucb a right: never was a voter, who yet cannot be denied t«r 
be a free Sobjedl. 

* £ut$ iet us foppofc, that^by the fem» aft of Power, ^eonfirnaed 
Jby tfee Laws, a ckiro was> fet up and maintainect;. to^ be the 
labour of Ae men of Hanmct withow any or a-juft cempexk- 

>fiiiiDii« ^ Sldverji is then inorodnced ; this right ot naituffal pro- 

:p0#ty h denied by the Laws, ami it cmild jiever iket be ^ 

.^med, tix« SMgf/^ are a tree People ; nor tbc CoverntdeiK is 
w&ick idea is iftclodbd the Laws, £ec. a free GoveroxneM^ 

4»ecaaiie tbi* ittStsLOM of the Sixvcs^ o4 Hsmhkb would alWs^ 

^ a* eatcefttroiw 

Tfaeiafdie if thhgrle»t and efl^^tid Civil Right Aould be «ir 
k<iiyfrt>m iht^Eloi^rs^ of chid Kingtioin by any'^rbitrary^er 

Hoforpid a^ of Potrer^ we kavis . Acnhfilg to €)cpe<ft bul Hi ibc 

riodaced to x Sute x^f ^¥e^ 
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Wc are pcrpetmtiy iaducod by the force of reafon and trtitli 
to iipplaud the naboonded equity and humanity 6( the 
Brttf/b Con^tuti$n. We fee the tender odnceiii it has of ibe 
Rights of tbeioweft Ckis of its Subjedte. Public Happincft 
is tke true end cf all Govenuncuit, and we fee how dmtfive 
this is made by the Engli/h Government j and it is cafy toiho^, 
that i^ubhc Wealth and Plenty, from whatever fourfe it arrive^ 
is ttlfe fbwided in Public Freedom. 

This Conftimtion never dies. But Kings, who are the HeWl 
of k, arc naortal ; after all the precaution taken by tJie ccmfti- 
tution, very much of die temper of the Government will de- 
pend tipnn <he diff^Hm of the reigning Princfc. As that ife 
more or iefs mild and equitable ; as that is more or lefe friend- 
ly to the oaofe oi public Liberty ; fo will be the Governttie*t. 
Laws are but a dead letter ; and very doubtful and various iit*- 
torpreration. So that keeping wittiin the Limits of the odn- 
ftkWion^ a Government may be more o>r lets mild, in vari* 
o«B degrees, as its laws are adoiinii^eved with more tt tefs Ri* 
.gMir % «$ its penal Laws, in paiticuUr, are indbrced With m(n% 
or Icfs violence. The King gives adivity to the laws ; Jud^s 
and Magiftrates lA by the Autherrity; and as it were A nis 
pevfoit ; it \% by theffe miaiiVers that a King of ^^igr/nivi/appeaii, 
in A mtanef, in Perfon to his People. 

It ifiay fafdy be ukeii for a rule, that the difpofition of « 
KMg cf England ro mainuin his Peoples Rights fttt and iovio* 
labie, or not, may be c6Ue6:ed ^^om the tkmct he makes of 
his Miniftcrs j and from the free or obftrtrded coiirfe of Joftfce^ 
wJHch prevails in liis Hig^ Courts of Judicanmt. The advan- 
ces to stroitary Power, die firft attacks upon IMertyi have cvtSr 
been made in thefe Courts. Stretching Penal Laws up to «keilr 
hSgheft I4t€h j involving Men under various, ftioined^ far 
fe^ed, and very frequently quite ilkgal Pretenoes^ in ^vei« 
ProiecutioAS; briogiDg tliem under terrible coafilbaiioit^ endleft 
itfiprifonments, fines, and corporal puniikmeitts, mkoUet^Mt 
feis^ng Chamsrs, aad deftroying the Civil Rights of the Stfb^ 
jedls ) Tbefe were the ways, by which the Public Lt6fcil|r 
was ferft invaded, under the fevcral Reins of the 8tuarts% W^ 
fides the violences, praAiced in legal Courts, illegal iMi arb«-r 
tary Courts were erected 5 throughout the whole an abandon- 
ed fet of Men ^rere ^Mnd^to aflume tiie feM aad f obt i^f JuAico % 
to ddchm, ihiit to be LsWj which the Kiag chofe iliould be 
Law, vo declare that to be treafon, which the King would have 
to be treafon : And every Man was, by ft-me means or other 
adjadFed 10 be a delinqiiont, who oppofed themfclVes W!ifc 
any abilities to the pcraicious defigii« of ihdfc Princasw The 

next 
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iij^xt thing was to declare the King's power of difpenfing with 
the Laws to be legal. And the next thing that would, pro- 
bably, havebe,en, a legal Right of making laws too, by the 
divine Right; of his fple Authority* But 'tis flopped before it 
came to. that; the deluded, unhappy Piince loll his Crown, 
and the people faved their Liberties. 

With the above ftate of things, compare the mild and egusl 
Courfe of Jullice, under the Princes ot the Houfe o( Hanover. 
Compare the Lenity and Judicial proceedings, as to ihe exe- 
cution of penal Laws, and the equity obferved in all contefts, 
between the Crown and ihe Subjed, in the two per. ods of ^' 
time. Let ihe Charadcrs and condu(il of thole advanced un 
der the Stuart Reigns, to the lirft pofts of judicature, be com- 
pared with thole in the iame ftatiofty under the prsfent Reign. 
That is, let the worft of men be compared wirh the beji the 
J^ffcrys of the former Reigns, with the Mansfield of the other ; 
and from thefe feveral comparifons, let a judgment be formed 
of the different State of public Liberty, in the/i times and the 
former, and the different dispofitims of the fcveral princes, as 
to the Rights and Freedoin ot their Subjedls. 

; Th^ Monfler, divine Right, that mock divinity which af- 
fumed the Power of creating and annihilating all civil R:ght, 
by the mere aft of his will, is non effedually lubdued ; and 
th.e»Rights and operative pewer of tl\e feveral members of the 
Common-Wealth are fo well balanced and adjufted, that the 
people have all the aflurances, which any Civil eflablilhment. 
can poffibly give them of xhcbecurity of their Liberties. This 
fe further coniirmed by the favourable difpofition, as to public 
Ltborty of pur prefent Sovereign, manifefted upon every oc- 
casion. 

But gay and fiourifhing, as Liberty and its Eftablifhment 
43Gtay appear, a corroding Cant.-er preys upon the Roof of this 
fair flower, and, . in fome unexpected moment, it will * fade 
and die. Liberty was born with the feeds of Diffolution : at 
its-very birth it received a Conragi. n, which was to work its 
£nal Ruin; and as the Political conAituticn has encreafed in 
vigpur {o has the latent Poifon exerted its mortal influence with 
augmented fury. 

» > . ♦ . ^ . 

/The, Toung .Difeafe^ which mufi fuhdue^ at length 
: Gr<ms with its Grcwth, and firet^ttens wilh itifirengtbj 

Pope. 

Luxury, Parties, Corruption, and National Debts, make, the 
feial compofition of this Political PoHon, , 

^ The 
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The return of Peace has oace more put it in our power ; 
I fear I muft add^ but barely put it in our power, to &im our- 
:felves from total ruin. To attempt this is not only, a duty, 
which every man owes to his country, but he who owes it to 
himfcif ; to his own particular intereft ; to his own Family^ 
^nd that which is thus the duty of all ; for if the experience 
of repeated trials can have failed to evince it, and every little 
co4i6deration of the: nature of things, will prove, tharail at- 
tempts, to redrefs national grievances, by playing off Party 
'•ag?iinft Party, wiil ever be fo far irom effc<fting a Cure, .that 
it wrll conftantly and invariably encrcafe and inflame the dif- 
eafe. The People of Gre^i- Britain are by the Conftitqtion-of 
loo great. Dignity, o be effedtually ruined, or faved from imcr 
.pending ruin but by themfelvcs. Nor can it ever be in the 
powej of any Party, or feperate Body of them however coa- 
fiderablein their abilities, or however uprijcht and DifintereiJf 
rted in their Intention tp Eiftdany confidtrablc Redrefs lo tl^i 
Public Grievances, if the general endeavour or at leaft acqui^iv 
«ence of the Public itfelf does not concur ch" co-operate with dbem* 
. There is ta nature no other means of PuWic fafety smd piof- 
-perity, undera free Government^ than whac a ri^efrom, JJnim 
on. As a tree People perfecSHy united, from of aliothwiidl 
the ftron^cil andiirmeft eikblifl^ment.; fo the cHfuajpa oi 4 
free People makes a weakness in Governncmnt thomoft'thiMMI.'* 
ening,, and its duration is the tavd precarious of any odaiCT^, 
The more ewenfive, the raotie perfjbA tha Suite of PqUicM^ 
i^erty is made, bv any Political ConfHtution. j ff> nmetv «h^ 
mow; i6 that Conftitution enfeebled and indaiig«redby the^iiir 
union- of its Members, or. 8ubji:<S)^s. 

An abfolute, or d«fpotic Governraenr, as it iafcuod^d ii^ 
Power, fo it has always within itfelf the Meacs ra cji^wtf 
fubmiffion to its Determinations. Force lupplies the PUc«; of 
free and rational Harmony ; difconterus dare not vent tJacBP^ 
^fehres, even in a wiijfper ^ .ar:d the people, howev« intiQil|9r» 
•rable their Grievances may be„ have n(«>t weight QDO^t^iOi 
procure for themfelvcs redrefs, or to clog,, or ijl^pede^ Uk Qry 
-perations of the State, for want of it; Theic ^tv^Hn wet Hi 
•much defp fed„ as their complaints are unpiti^ by their G^ 
vernors. But under a free Governmeot^riho' the <i«S«r««| 
Sentiments of contending Parties may be contefled with f^^m 
Spirit and vivacity, and tho' that contention, o( rathoi; Ihit 
very Capacity of contending^ iia proof oi iIm PubJk iiwfr 
dom ; yet fuch contentions a re -always hazardous, and if they 
dont foon fubfide, rrmift ^prorc fataJ to pubKrLiberty. — A 
Free People dil uniting, depart from thct firft Prinppl*& cf 
Efiabliihment- : They fubvert the very Bafis of their Confli- 
tution ; .And if. ii^free'Government under fuch Circumftances 

be 
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he |)referved from degenerating, or is kept from expiring, it 
can only be cffexfted by Palliating Means ; by fuch means as 
muft in the End prove fatal. 

A King of England appears what he is as a King and what 
are his intentions, \vith refpecft to rfie freedom of his fubjeds, 
4by the abilities and Probity y of kis Minifters and Judges, and 
by the free conrfc he leaves to ttie Laws. 

Compare the temper of his p^elent Majefty, with the fpirit 
of that Government, which delayed the Courts of Jufticc, 
^th the Bloods of Sidney and RuJfeH, and that too» by the 
moft diabolical of all Siatfc vlllanies, forged Plots, and profti^ 
toted Witncfies. Compare the extenfive mercy of a George, 
wirh the blood'thii fly vengeance of vl James. Read, examine 
the dreadful exec\uions, which followed the Duke of Mon- 
mouth's Ocfeat ; 1 fay icad and compare the inhuman and 
cruel proceedings of a Jffferys with the equity y mildnefSy and 
virtue of a Mansfield. Oh Happy England to have fogood» 
Judge, oh happy Mmisjseld^ to be thus beloved^ nay aimoft 
wormipped by you f Countrymen. 

It is not from Declamation and Flourifh, but from fa£ls 
%nly, that a true Judgment can be formed, as to rhe State of 
l^:felic Libeny, and the dijpofitiort of Princes to maintain it. 
N^er was Bngli/h Liberty fo exteniivc ; never Was it fo well 
.eftablHhed, as at Pre/ent. Freedom of Property; Freedom 
of Speech and Judgment ; Freedom of Cenfcieiice ; all thefe 
arc n99 in the higheft State of Safety and Perfetftion. No 
HarJJhi^y no Severdtiesy are brought by this Government up- 
on any of them, and the reigning Prince has giv^n all the De- 
monftrationsy that a Prince can give, of' his Dilpofition to 
maintain them. No encroachments of Prerc^ative appears ; 
Hojevere a(5tsof Power in any of the Courts of Jdftice. 

Strong and Peremptory jmfcrtions, as to matters of fa(3, 
arc no proofs, let them come from whom they will. Exa- 
mine them 5 compare Reign with Reign ; bring the facfts ta 
afarr trial ; Point out, if it can be done, the Circumftances 
of greater Liberty y fct down the time when it happened % 
flicw the Reign under which Liberty had Tialf the Extent and 
Sect Tity, as it has had under the prcp^ t. Tt is not the ancient 
Bnglifb Liberty that is wanting to the happ4iefs of the prefent 
dmes 5 for in Point of Preedjnty we vafHy furpafs our fore- 
fathers ; but it is in the fober fenfe and pbin lonefiy of our 
Ancefi^rs^ tliat wc are fadly deficunt. 
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FTER aJl that has been iaid of arbitrary power, and 
of its hideous nature and effe6ls» it will rail properly 
-in^ to fay fotneihing here of the reftraints which all 
wife and fortunate nations ought to put, and have ever put, 
upon their magiftrates. This is what I promifed nine moachit 
^go to do ; and this is wliat I propofc to do in this letter and 
the following* ^ 

No wife nation in the world ever trufted to the fole manage-^ 
mens mere mercy, and abfolute difcretion of its o\f h magif- 
traieSy when it could help doing it; and no feries of magif- 
t rates evci had abfolute Power over any nation, but they 
turned the fame to it« ruin, and their own wild gratifications 
and ill-Judged profit. As long as the paflions of men govern 
them, they will always govern by thfeir paiHons, and thgpr 
paflions will always encreafe with their pow^r. ^AndJltere- 
fore, whenever a whole people, or any pact of them, crofs 
the i>affions of any man th^t governSj them, be will turn his 
pailions againft a whole people, or .any number of them that 
offend him, and will dcftroy a w|;iole people rather thanftilie' 
his paiPions, This ijB evident Ir^ ten tj^oufand inflances ;• and!^ 
the publick will ever, and ceftainly, be facrlficcd to private^ 
luft, when private iufl governs thct publick. - Nothing but* 
fear and felfifh confid^rations can keep men within any rca^ 
ifonable b' iinds ; and nothing but the abfence of fear ^can fet 
«nen at dciiance with fbciety, and prompt them to oppre^ it." 

It 
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It was therefore well judged of the Spartan Epbori^ when tliey 
erefted an altar to Feary awh^inuj^ proper divinity to reftram 
the wil^ambition of men,' and to keep their kings within the 
confines of their duty. 

A nKtior^ hg(5^.blit' t wj> ftrjs ^{ ut9*pgffeion ito ftar ^^ oo< from 
their neighbours, and another from their own magiArates : 
Nor 'k a^J^j-eiga ufarp^^n ^s^^re foi^n^d^ble thon^a cjHineftiqk, 
wj[2|Ci|L ii^tbb laoA j^ngeiois t)f the ^Tyro, }>y being liaf delft jo 
remove ; and generally ftealing upon the people by degrees, 
is iixedi>eLQr^ it 4S i ca f c c ick or apprfrhcndnd : Like wild 
beafts in a wood, befet wiili*toils as yet unfeen by them, they 
think themfelves free ; but ftriving to efcape, find themfelves 
CMgltt "in the •ch^ms, 'whith irsrd' Amrg "b een -p reparin g for 
them, .wir^^iftg ijp9a4th/ein. jBefidos^ ior oAe Feojple un- 
done by foreign Invaders, Ten have been undone by their own 
native rogcieij, who were imnrfted to thrfcml them ; butinftead 
of it, either betrayed them to thefe invaders, or fcized trai- 
tciwiirftyfor &onifi^ ^ght^rwh^di they wccej^crrn 40 

: preferve for others ; and tlien, by oppreflion and cruehy, and 
th$^Q.Ul^rj;QO(fiIlii£P£<?s. of their treachery, reduced them to an 
utter difability of defending themTelves againft any Invafion 
/Whatfoev?r. 

' /Wfiar'fws iiwafle Ttdfy iand -J^ dieferis^ and^toeir remsdbing 
hihAitah cowatds? Not thae.un- 

itnd^tibii df'bafbaious nations, ^though ihat inumlatiem \^s 
iH<^m^ tathe W(Eiaknofe'tb<fae»irihtfbhants, woaketied iatnd ,rin- 
. Aohe by their balb ind lyratinicall .governors : fiui ilitiy isB^ro 
l^eeh ^ihade deferts % *the eoaatrnued depredations <ifitheir tene- 
crable priixces, who have aded as if they had ho(fn . fi^thes An 
ttte liahd 0^ SWr?« to menv dawn -the tax* « of men. Sibece' Is a 
t^t^ti bid Tfajfan'iyratitj now4iviAg, who, though )fae (hr:^ 
fttftfied i^apine coinrened intoA wildesrndfe a country ^tirfiich xm^ 
hxtcf haii'made apan^ife, yet is notwteary iior:irfhaBned of:his 
ikpltrc, buttgbbs on to fuck znd^qm^^ d^ remsumng dblood 
(9^ts^bdi!iy fybje^ ; and tie^ to his viiiting feirexi iaAsAtis la 
ftrv, .^ w^ which he has sof eortlpduAding wuh<3od rfor ibe* 
fegiyelhlcpt tyrant ro his creatures 1 ^ay, his cndy employ^ 
ihp^ fedfides this 'his iie vote and inipwtem tnock^ty to( Qad^ 
fetelii contriving with his faithful mimOiy,. which rof his zfbb* 
jt^^i mtiy ptpbibly he worths hundred ^poiai&^ ^^aid^w «9 
^ttat liim t)r rob h^ of tliathimdr^a pounds. 

'T'IflS Tvnt grand prince has ^now feaite any ^herhuiine^ ior 
fiitfcMkh, bttt that of employ infg ^them tlintf^ly agttttft ^iric 
4^ people ; nor are ihey iit for ai^y other eiiftptpymcnt ; Tot 
Onfe Efl;gilj9^ regiment wouWb^t Seven of liis. ^ that bis 
iKLhry forces, many of them^ art pkced *upeii his fronticn^ 
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4K>t to defend him frOffl an ifivafion^ t talk which they arc tsot 
«qaal to, but to kMp his wretched iiabjeds from running awiy 
from fediind and hit go^crnmenu — —A relief which is how- 
•*ver barbiroufly denied them by this old polite tyrant ! They 
muft ilay and ptriih uAdet him ; nor will he fuffer thom to 
fcek elle where that (upport of life, of which his diabolical go- 
"^emment dejmves them at home ; as if when he had robbed 
them of their labour and their life, he aifo wanted their ^Am. 

There is not upon earth a nation, which having had tinac- 
<o\sntat>lfc magiilf^tes, ba$ not felt them to have been crying 
4mi confmnin^ mr&hiefn. In truth, where they are tnodft ii- 
.mited, it hs5 been often as much as a whole people could do , 
fo teftrain them to their ttu^^ and to keep thera from violence; 
and ftieh freqdently has bodd their propenfity to be hwleft, 
that nothing bnt viole/xce, and fometimcs netting but a violent 
death, could cDfe them of their vi^tence. This evd liaa its 
foot in human natore ; men will itev«r think titey heave enough, 
whilft they <;an take more *^ tuxbt comeM with a part, whea 
they cftn fei^c the whole. We are, indeed toid of £>nM 2^ 
/olute princes, who have bden very good men and no oppref* 
fors But the nature of their power ren4^»^ their good tpw- 
lities aimoft ufele1«, and gave to o^tM an oppomtoity ttf diK 
ing in their name, and by theif ataborky, ttokhitA whioh 
f)erhdps they ihendelves abhorr«d« BuMes in any Series of 
arbitfary princes upon earth, fcaft?e ow of Ten <aft one be 
named who wis tolerable, and who either did tux hlmieif 
pn^ve an inhirman tyr^it^ or fuffbrtd bis Miniflera toie fi>; 
And when An abfblnte prince has had gr«at pam, they gene- 
rally went to his grave wi^ him, and feaMe ever proved ke^ 
reditary. In truth, i^e children of great princoa have mlmoft 
alwaj-s proved very tmlike them. 

1 own, the flril of the line has ibmetimes a^d flm&yfy^ 
.and gained, by doing fo^ dangferOtis crtdil md popuhrity* 
But if he were an Angel, he is nevtt to be foigiveti, becai^ 
iHs oui of his power what his fucceflbr (hall prove. The Cw^ 
<odile's egg does no milchief whilft it cominoeft an egg ; fwt' 
6W of it is hatched a Crocodile, and by tt the cttiied race «f 
deftrcyert is continued. " The moft plaiifible Ilaver3r k ti* 
^* tended widi thtft eternal misfortune, thai k has no choice of 
" a mafter, but muft accept of a mafter, fudi as chance fcfrfs.** 
Vtfpdjhn left to the ^omam for their prinee the benefiednt 
^jtUi % but he alio left them the raging and bloody DomiHm.^ 

UyulitttCafiif and jiMgttj9ui had been really Gods, at fheir U 

ilatterers ihade therti ; yet their leaving behind them ftach t 
arace of ftwceffor*'(who proved a race of di^mon^) entidei ihetji 
io the chara^^»dfde<eftable tyrants to all eternity. 7ibmnu 
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-Caligula, Claudius^' and AVrd, were the precious and bloody 
blcflings which thcfe beneficent princes left ! — Names univer- 
ially abhorred, whilft thofc oiCajar and Auguflm zx^ gene- 
' rally adored:. And yet to Ceefar and Auguflm were mankind 
' indebted for thcfe peftsof mankind x Nor were they io great . 
pefls as were Ceefar and Augu^iut, who did much more mif-^ 
chief, and deftroyed the world more than either NerootCali^ 
, gufdy bclides leaving thcni to ceftroy it ftiJi further. 

i^coplc rarely th.nk of ihis, but it is literally true. What ! 
^tviil fome fay, the generous Cce/ar and the mild Augujlus do 
- omorc mirchief than the wild Caligula and the fa\age A^^/^/ Yes, 
^ / Jfty to one : Ner^ defkoyed his Twenties, Cafar and Auguftus 
, their Twenty Thoufands j and for Ucro^ we may thank Julius 
and Auguftus. Tiberius^ Caligula^ Claudms^ and I^tro^ took 
Rome chiefly for the fcene of their cruelty, and deftroyed many 
.great aad good men, fome 'out of wantonnefs, and more out 
.of jealoufy : But Ca/ar and Auguftus made Rome and the world 
;their'flaughter-houle, and deftroyed more great and good men 
►by far than the other four, as butchering monfters as they 
were : And as to publick rapine ind general depopulation, 
they exceeded' them ftiU further. Indeed, as to heroick and 
-diffufivc mifcbief and villainy, the difference between them 
v^i as great as l>et ween j^tf^i Utraw and a late Grand Monar que. 
The truth is^ Cafar and AuguHus had art and great qualities^ 
which are far from excufing the evils which they d>d.; and 
their fucceffors having all their ambition, but wanting their 
%xtH qualities and difcretion, took the direft road to Hatred. 
An unreftrained power in one man, or in a few, over all 
is fuch an extravagant deviation from reafon and nature, that 
lieithcr ^nVr^i with his many hands, nor the Hydra with its 
numerous heads, nor the Centaurs^ half man and half bsaft^. 
wdre things more unfhapen, monflrous, and frightful : Nor 
\youid thefe iidions appear more fabulous and improbable^ 
than fuch power would be to a free people, who never had 
heard of it before. What could Lcm to common fenfe a wilder 
Cbimeray than that one man, jiotc.cact^d with features and en-. 
dowments different from other men, fhculd have a Jailing 
right from his blood, or his pride, or his madnefs, to domineer 
overall men, and to rule, kill, ftarve, familh, banifli, arid 
imprifon, as many as he pleafcd ? 

This power is indeed fo monftrous, that it turns men that 
'fcaye it into monfters ; and therefore the moft amiable and un- 
exceptionable man upon earth is not to be truflcd with it. Men 
•change with their Stations, and Power of any Sort rarely al* 
eteis ^them for the better; but, on the contrary, has oftda 
iiijrncd a v,ery good man into a very bad. This (hews that 

men 
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jBWn fiariswail evil,^^i«fly^H>\av<^1dlC ill ^KjoiequtiiM^of it-f» 
j^bmofelws^ sand foc-wMrt of Qfpo^umiy^sMiiprote&Joa.i 9oA 
§9kdhng i)otb ill ip»¥iti0 )lbey prove, l»y inaking i^ ^f theau 
sb»t tt^tr ^iffCKie 'was-^ttiy &lfi^JbYe, wd f$ar of .(HmUhmdnL 
Thu$ men lOt theibo^ .and.brighteft dbaraAers have often li^fic 
mo&^W^hififi.iwd by weUforvifigifhetrcoimtry, Jiaivc bcMi 
jeiiabXtyb^ . dtAw y it : Aod tfeey^Mreiecg^xi AndeviLftomcOM: 
jnd ftbct^mie mocive ; .a^^paiTioa for ^himifeives, and (heinoMia 
fccurity or glory. 

Thus the houfe of Medich^ by being very good common- 

JWeAkh men, iM^kyy ffirving.and oW^ing alrhcwft e^ery ftmiljr 

io^iP/Mr^fp;, i^mcdtoredit^enQtieh by chis.tbek ^nerou$^.belia- 

iiH3Ntr> 1 1& ^hilavi^jthac^feat :and poiwerUil city, Ptnicks i^Ami^ 

Ju(We^tthe;gi9MewEnciitiQf tfrif/i6m v^uh^reat iufikienioy ; JbiK 

keihvQkcfdMm ^ilet^QS o/*itSfltboity tnd.imied arbUrajpiiy 

allfbit^lfeys. gi^^g^ii&ttr^.&v^hr fuceofefuliyifor ^ho city .^i^Sftfrn-^ 

4fiJSi, iftnd as i6iaQQ^fu%4|^inft it ; ^i^d .having d^ion^^dtifae 

tQitatons ^againA ttheir-An^mies, ibe after waids ^h^w^d thuii£^f 

Ibettngfoateift, Is^y kUli^ lia lonet gneat n^flacre nil the ab(«f 

•Vidhtlik of tlMan^ \andiDy crowning binlfclf tyram Dvor«alI4M& 

TpSt. $Marius Mud S^Ht^.iPmffyM^i C^iar,^ * wnre igreat aoll fx- 

^teilent con»mRAdefs,ia«cI aoR<jue»9d tma^y jgoMtikiM^ a«)d>iMi- 

ticinis : But they made ail cf he iruitaiof their^iniiSti^riot iAejr#^ 

and &om>lMmg ^eity rgOifdfokHers^ made themfet i ^o M Poftifief - 

nicious and aititrary magiftratoa, 

tS^ow dli tkjete gjsdat.men«derive4t -from thctgood whiobthey 
4u(9 a«capacit^ eq ijo^nndbi wore^e¥il : >So that^as ai>otviei:4<^<i# 
^reat^goodi dctesoKituially indludie^m it wtn <opportiMi^ !^ sio-> 
i4^/fpiichjevil ; A) thoib who.aretin.ihc poffiHQSDA o^rpo^^ 
aU isnagiftrates :av, ^M^ghc, abcwe all other ^men, to he jiar- 
soficly «Matah«dt ^aod checked wif hfrcAratnttiiknngiK thaathoir 
tjeiqpta<ipns tp htesk tbem^ aiuli^vecy crimn^Qf jtheirs oijghc 
to t>^ mcHtt pfoal, as rit .is evtdenily moce pMnictom* <diaii lh« 
faoiei^rixne in. ^ny other fort of :mea. RQr9!bniid£s^4hat)fiM^ 

that ;peQple iar^ goni;rally virtuous or cormptiaiS'iiheH: M9g^ 
trates are^ there is fome thing exccitding fobmn^andiig lpo m ftt 
infhe nature t)f ibis ^r^at.truft,; and aQaondingly.ftS.K isiob- 
fervfltl ior batrayed, a country is happy or tmifiioftble : Ani 
ivheft any fone. j>Mach %of it (pafles once^^w itbiaipimity^ .aao-* 
tber will feonffollow.it.; and in time k will (be t^nfeferad jsm 
lof^r iis a Trufi, kxox, an Efiate. 

;So dangerous a thing is an ill prededant, which Js 4B&tn an 
inlet td aQ^€l1dlefs train of miichicfs ; and .(bdtif^rtncod is the 
suture. Df man, .ifaat we jirfUfy ourfc^hrcs in wiokcditeft bgr^cit- 
^amplec^r'CMttOtcbc.jaflified, An adiion at (irft raokanad 
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*cKihoncft, by being praiStifed once .or fwice, becomes uii- 
blameable ; and that which was at firft accounted an cxtor* 
tion, grows by ufe to be thought but a per<|uifite. Thus evil 
i& mrtigated, nay, cancelled, by repetition , which is a real ag^ 
gravation of eviJ ; and there are certain rogueries in office, 
which being long prajftifcd,. and by many, are at laft reckoned 
as facred as the truft againft which they are committed : — -^ 
A fufficient reafon for providing, by great and certain penai^ 
tics, that nortfe be committed, 

TJOW caiKldiifly and partially men in power are to be trufl^ 
^^ ed, and ho*^ much to be retrained, appears from hcnce^ 
that almoft every <:ivil evil begins from courts, and theredreft 
of every civil ^evil'^rom an oppofition to the pretenfions and 
exceffes of courts. This is fo univerfally true, that no natioa 
ever continued happy« whofe chief. magif^rate was its abfoluce 
iniikcv ; and no nation -mifcrable whole fupreme power was 
properly checked and:dtvided. Nations are then tree, when 
their magift rates -are iheir fervants ; and then flaves when 
their maglftrates are thehc ^mailers : The comn[K)n wealth does 
not belong to them, but they belbng to ♦he commonwealth. 
Tacitus fays with great Trtith, ** Power without controul is^ 
•-• liever to be trufled/' , Every nation has mofl to fear from 
its own magiftrates; becs^ufer^mofl: all fiations have iuffered' 
moil from their own magifirates;; v * 

• CicerOy mentioning the condition, of Cilkia^ of which he was 
froconful, in a letter to Appius ffulcber^ fays, that he was 
^ moved by pity, as well as juflice, -^to relieve from their nai- . 
** feries the undone provincial. cities ; tandone chiefly by their 
** own migiflrates/' It feems C/V/rp was. that fort of whirofi- 
cal man, that he had really at heart to do%ood ro the people 
whom he governed : -^- An odd and im^ra<ftidible charaifter ; 
vfrhich, had he lived fince, would h^e rendei<ed him utterly 
unfit for any manner of preferment. Re did hot io much as 
know that he was ro make the moft of his placoand his power, 
let what would become of the people* — A lefTon which other 
governors have amply learned. 

Ariftotle m^kes it thegreatefi argun^nt and proof of iibert}% 
that they who command do alb obey ; and indeed all legal 
and jufl power being but a trufV, whoever executes the fame, 
does an aiSt of obedience as well as command: And every^^ 
truft is befl executed, where thofe who have it are anfwerablc- 
for it, elfe it' never will be executed; but, where it is great 
aifid publick, is much more likely to be abufed, violated, and 
turned to the deftruAion of thole, who, for their own prefer- 
vktiongave it* [To be Continued.]- , 

Now Printed and Sold for the Author, by VV. Moore, 
No. 55. oppofite Hatton-Gardcn, Holbora. 
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A People is not to be told, that fuch as want. to be truf- 
ted wiih extraordinary Power of any Kind, have al- 
ways been Enemies to arbitary Power ; for ib are all 
ivlen when they have it not, and expect no Advantage from 
it. Who was a greater Patriot than Sir Thomas Wentwortb^ and 
who was a more arbitary Mmifler than Thomas fTentvwtb^ Earl 
of iaaffbrd? All Men arc for confineing Power when it is over 
them ; and for extending it when they are in it. Oliver 
Cromweil was once heartily in theprinciples of liberty, and af- 
terwards more heartily in ihofe of tyranny : And I could name 
two great parties in England^ whd, when they were cut of 
power, fewed to place the fum of public fptrit, in intrenching 
upon the Royal Authority ; and when they were in power, .to 
know no other law than the prerogative Royal. So unlike is 
the fame man to himfclf in different {Rations ; and yet ftiU ymy 
confiilcnt with the genius of human nature. 

Men fometimcs do actually good, in order to do evil, 
^* Se^anus, in the beginning of his adminiflra ton> would found 
^Vthe reputation of a good MiniAer in laudable meafures/' 
But there never proved a worfe MiniAer than Sejanus SUymaUy 
the 7urki/b Emperor, ufed to fay, that a prince, to be well 
ferved by any Minifter, muft never ufe any miniAer above 
once : And this faying is thus for true generally, that men« the 
longer they grow in power, the worfe they grow. ,1 t;hink it 

is 
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is Tacitus who fays, ** If an annual eledUon to power make 
" men infolent ; what muft be their pitch of infolence, if they 
<* hold it five or fevcn years ?" Anftotle finds great fauh with 
the Senate of Spartd^ for being perpetual ; and I think he 
fays, tb^( aa' uricharfged or tin hereditary Senate falls into 
dotage. 

. Many of the Ecclefiafticks have been for trufting their fa- 
vourite princes (and no other) with unlimited power over 
others : But in every thing that regarded themfelvcs and their 
interef\> they have never failed to ftipulate for the flriAcfl li- 
mitations upon all Princes, even upon thofe whom over the 
refl of the World they wUhed arbitary, and endeavoured by 
every means to make fo. Nor did ever any Man give up the 
freedom of his Country, \>u he meant to preferve his own ; 
and hoped to continue a freeman, as a reward of his helping 
to mrke other people llaves ; and no man ever fet up a tyrant, 
but in hopes of going fhares in his tyranny : And upon thele 
terms and expectations it is, that any body of men, or indeed 
Army, is brought to aid and eflabliih any Ufurper. Paflive 
Obedience was always intended for other people than thofe 
who preached it. Intereft cannot lye ; tho^ he does, who fays 
that he will fubmit to fervitue, when he can avoid it. 
' Whio wt>uld cftablifh a Bank in an arbitrary country, or 
truiV his rtioney conftantJy there ? In Denmark, the minifters 
Jnd mmiorts ot the prince, think their money fafefl out of his 
dominions, and generally tranfmit the fame to Hamhurgb, and 
orhfei* free cities, where the magiilrates have no divitie right 
to lay violent hands upon what is none of theirs. Even what 

' Wdgain by rapine in a land of oppreflion, we are willing to 
ft ye by the juft laws of liberty, in a country of liberty. \n 
England itfelf, and in our own free conftitution ; if the BanJc 
of Engiand were put under the abfolute direAion and power 

' of the court, 1 doubt ftock would (oori.grow very. cheap, and 
fellers multiply very faft Orif the government of the Bank, 

' which is purely republican, were improved into monarch'al ; 

'^t fincy our higheft monarchy-men woiildrail at the change, 
andhaften to fell out, notwtthflanding their inviolable attach- 
ment to the divine right r f monarchy : — -Unlefs perhaps they 
think that abfolute monarchy does beil protetft their power, 
but a free ilate their money. I am indeed of opinion^ that 
upon fuch a change, the Bank would be broke;, and,ihut up in 
thre^days* 

All this Ihews, that even men who are againfl liberty in ge- 
neral, contend for it in particulars, and in all particulars which 
aifeA thertdelves* Even Lauderdahy a ^yrcMnel^ or z Jef^ 

f tries y who were ail for making the crown abfolute, as long as 

they 
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th«jr could fee as they wcrc» the abfolutc miniftcrs of oppfef- 
iion, under k, would none of them, I dare fay, have cacoatigtd 
the maxim of the prince's rewarding his miniflers and faklmil 
opp«effors with the bow-ftring ; as well as they fhemfSfrcs 
were entitled to that reward, and as much as the ftitii/h ge • 
niu^of governmcnc did in other inffances fuit their awn f 

When wc hear any fort of men complain, as fotte fort of 
meA do frequently complain. That the crown Wants pov^e^ ; 
we ihould aik them. Whether they mean over themfetvei? 
And if they anfwcr. No; as certainly they wilt, if they fpeak 
truth ; we may furtlicr alk them, Why fhould they judgcf for 
themfeives any more than others ; or claim to thetpfelvcs a 
liberty and an exemption which they will not allow toothers? 
The truth is,- they who complain thus, only want to encreafc 
<he power oif the crown, becaufe by it their own would be crt- 
creafed, and other advan ages acquired. 

The Fox in the fable, wanting to rob a hen-rooft, or do 
Come fuch prank, humbly bef ought admittance and lioufe- 
room only tor his head ; but when he got in his h'e^d, his 
whole bocy prefently followed : And courts, more crafty, a» 
well as more craving, than that defigning animal, haVe Idarce 
eyer gained an inch of power, but they have ftrecched it to an 
ell ; and when they have got in but a nnger, their Whole train 
has followed. Pt^iratus^ having procured from the city of 
Aibe^iSj fifty fellows armed only with cudgels, /or the fetthrity 
of his perfon from falle and lying dangers, improved thent into 
an army, and by it enflaved that free ftate. And I have read 
fomcwhcrc, of the ftates of a country, who hiving wildly 
granted to iheir prince a power of raifing money by his own 
authi>rity, 'ia cafes ot great neccfliiy ; every cafe, eVef after- 
wards, was a cafe of great neceffity ; and his neceffities mul- 
tiplied To faft, that the whole wealth of the countiy was fwal- 
lowed up to lupply ihcm : And as it always will be in every 
country, where thofe who afk are fuffered to judge what 

ought to be given. A practice contrary to common Icnfe, 

and which renders liberty and property perfetSlly precarious ; 
znA where it is continued, will end in taking without afking. 

I have heard of a court fomcwhere abroad, which havmg 
Jifked upon a particular occaiion Four Hundred Thoufand 
Poimds of the States, found ways and means of ^retching that 
funr to Two Millions, It was obferved of the fame court, that 
it IukI the art of railing mole-hills into mountains, and of fink* 
ing mountains into mole -hills; of difbanding armies without 
breakix^ them ; of increafing debts by the means of paying 
them } of being eng^ed in an expeniive war during a pro- 
found peace; of gaining for the country at a vail charge, ad- 
vantages 
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vantages which the country never reaped, nor faw ; of cm- 
ploying money obvioufly againft the intercft of that nation, 
and yet getting the nation to pay it ; of purchaiing other ccnn- 
triesatthe expence of their own, and againft its intercft ; of 
procuring from the country at one time a great fum, without 
telling why it was wanted, but promifing to tell, and yet ne- 
ver telling ; and, in fine, after many oiiier the like fcatf, c;f 
obtaining, by an arret of fccurity, remiflion for all their paft 
faults, without own ng any, and yet going on to commit more : 
For as ^ully well obfervcs, !^i jemel verecundia fines ir an fieri t^ 
^um bene & naviter oportet fje impudenttm. Cicer, epift. ad 
Lucceium, Quinti fil. 

But thefe things concern not us; and I only bring them for 
examples, like other old ftorics of Greece and Rome. I hope 
chat we Ihall never fall into the like misfortunes and mifrna- 
nagements ourfelves. 

The reafon why certain political fyftcms of government ap- 
pear fo lovely to the eye of reafon, and feem to promifc a long 
duration, without diforder or difturbance, is, becaufe their 
conftitution depends Ufually on one good and great mind, 
which exerts its utmoft force in this kind of ideal architedute. 
And the reafon why in fkft the very beft conftitutions, like the 
moft curious pieces of clockwork, feldom go exad:ly right, at 
leaft long together, is, becaufe they tall under the manai^e- 
ment of perfons of unfit capacities, who cither willingly or 
carclefly interrupt their proper motions, and, by endeavouiing 
to execute their own purpofes, mar that machine which they 
ought to have attended, and with the lofs of their own charac- 
ters, do irretrievable riiifchief to others. A wifely contrived 
conftitution hath not in itfelf force enough to retlrain weak or 
wicked noen from doing wrong things, if by chance or choice 
they become governors ; and on the other hand, when men of 
great abilities are cfoathed with authority, they know how to in- 
creafe the power with which they are veiled, without verging 
towards tyranny ; and though they cannot create, yet they 
bring |[OQd things out of nothing, leaving pofterity to wonder 
tow they them elves atchicved fo much, while they daily fee 
tlicir fucceflbrs able lo efftd fo little. 

The Hiftory of the Children of Jfrael^ from the death of 
yofbua^ to the Inauguration of Scul^ is not either more oi lefs 
than a feries of examples of the truth of that maxim which I 
have advanced. Their conftitution remained during that pc^ 
riod unaltered, and yet they were frequently within that fpace 
the moft happy, and as frequendy the moft miferable of any 
people upon earth. Juft as the Adminiftration was in the 
hands of virtuops and valiant, or of weak and wicked Men« 

That 
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That the Hi^hits wefc extremely Well fatiified with the go- 
vernment of fhofe judges which GckI raifed up from time 
to time to proteft them, appears perfeAly plain and reafona- 
ble ; but ho5^ they came to think of altering their conftitution 
by depofing Samuel, the laft and beft of their judges, in order 
to ^fuomit themfclvcs to a king of their own chufing, and to 
<|uit that State of Freedom, which, if clofely examined, will be 
found to furpafs, beyond comparifon. the wifeft policies of 
Greece^ is hard to account for. The people had their will, 
and were effedually punifhed by having it. They changed 
Samuel, who took no Man's Ox or Afs for Saul^ who left them 
no prrpert)', and were fatally convinced, that a good magiftratc 
is a blefling, the worth ot which is never thoroughly appre- 
hended 'till It is loft. But let us turn our eyes from Pakfiine 
to Greece. 

Athens was never in fo low a condition, as when Themijlockt 
formed the projed^ of fctcing her at the head oi Greece. All 
the ftatesof that famous country were alarmed at the mighry 
preparations made by the Perjfam, which they knew were in- 
tended to fubdue them all, ihoughAf bens was firft devoted to 
ruin. In this fituation they united for the public bene^t, un- 
der the yiuipice of Sparta, which ^Aually fet up an empire 
almoft as dcfpotic as »ha( with Which they Were tareatened ty 
ihe Perfians. Athens was it this time defencelefs, a fuppliant 
to the reft ot Greece^ and all her hopes placed in the proteiftipn 
of Sparta ^bemijiocles meditated ever in thefe circumftances, 
rrot only her deliverance from a foreign yoke, but the fetting 
her at the head of that confpiracy which had been formed to 
-preferve her. 1 h s he effe<fted in a few years, he fifft forced 
■the GreekSy againft their intentions, to hazard all in defence of 
AtAens; and when he had thu« favod his country by his wif^ 
dom and relolution, he knew fo well how to impute theef- 
fcds of his own virtues to the poJcy of that ftate which he 
ferved, that when it was leift *xpe(5ted, the confederates fud- 
denly, and on their own motive, laid afide the fupremacy of 
SpartSy and ranged themfelVes under the banners ibi Athens. 
Such was the conduAof that chief, who was wont to fay, ^bat 
though he could not fiddle^ yet of a fmall city be could make is great 
one. 

In Rome^ the virtue of a fingle citizen often changed the 
face of affairs, and produced triumphs where fafety was (carce 
hoped tor. The refolution of Scavtsla fritted Pjsrf^na from 
the walls of Rome, when the gates were on the point of being 
opened to him. The prudence of Faiius faved the republick 
from the arms of Hannibal, and from the rafhnefs of their 
own ccmmanders. The eloquence •f Cicero faved his country 
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. i^omthe very brfnk of ruin, i: a time when luxury was in its 
height, and confcquently fafcty was leaft to be expevSted. 
That immenfe authority which either turned the head, or 

J)roved too heavy for the fhoulders of other emperors, was 
uftained wi h dignity and pleafure hfAuguJlm ; the empire 
feemed made for him, and he for the empire ; the happinefs 
of his people was the great objedl of his politicks, and there- 
tore no wonder that his fuccefs endcar'd him lo much to his 
people, or that name dictated to them lo juft and fo fuccinct 
a charadler of his adm^niftracion, as when they unanimoufly 
cry'd out. That either he fbould yi^vcr have Seen bdrn^ or never 
have dyd \ of fo great confcquence was the abilities of one man, 
to the well-being of the greatcft part ot mankind. 

It hath been often and very truly faid, that of all «;overn- 
ments, an abfolute monaichy would be the beft, if any method 
could be dcvifed for fccuring a fucccffion of virtuous Kings ; 
but as this is generally held impoffible, fo it is the beft argu- 
ment for a limited Monarchy. We may, however, guciis at 
the gieatnefs of fuch an Empire, by the long fubfiftance of a 
very narrow Principality : I mean that of Sav^ and Fiedmont^ 
which hath maintained its independency, notwithftanding that 
it hath lain in the midft between the Dominions and the two 
Houfes oi Auftria and Bourbon^ while thofe families have by 
turns given law to the preateft part of Europe^ and this merely 
through the wifdom of its Princes, who kxiew how lo bend 
like a willow, and thereby efcapcd better than many tall Oaks. 
It was the genius of Charles V. which carried the power of 
Spain to iuch a height as aftonilhed all Europe. It was the 
wifdom of Philip II. that prcferved that power from being to- 
tally fubdued, when the potentates oi Europe recovered from 
their ama2ement and confpired its ruin : It was through the 
w^nt qf that genius and this wildom, that Spain fell fo Icon 
from fo great an eminence, and became, in lefs than a century, 
the fcorn of a people who were once her fubjefts* Since fo 
much depends upon governors in all ftates, little and great, 
how grateful ought the people to be, to whom( Heaven has 
ihown fuch an heroick genius as doth honour to employments, 
from wjicnce others derive Honour, 
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SATURDAY, April 22, 1769. Price ThreePence. 



REMARKS upon the Life €nd ASHonty and Pall of Roger 
Mortimer, Earl 0/ Makqh, Favourite to Isabel^ Mother 
to King Edward III. 

SU C H is the malignity of human nature, that notwith- 
ftanding there are daily examples of divine vengeance 
executed upon notorious offenders, yet men continue to 
perpetrate the fame crimes ihae plunged their predeceffors 
into mifery and ruin* Of this, Roger Mortimer is a fingular 
inilance, who though he was an eye-witncfs of the fatal fall 
of the three favourites, Gaveftcn and the two Spencers^ with 
many of their affociates in the former reign ; nay, though he 
himfelf was inilrumental in their deflrudion, and adive in 
pretending to reform the grievances of the nation ; yet no 
(boner was king Edward by his means depofed, and a young 
prince advanced to the throne under the Govrrnment of his 
Mother, but he by managing the Queen, occafioned many 
mifchiefs not much inferior to thofe of the former abhorred 
Minions, nay exceeding their wickcdn^efs in one particular, 
namely being criminally concerned with the Queen Dowager^ 
which was one of the articles the Parhament charged him with; 
but as he difregarded thefe warnings, and impudently com- 
mitted the like crimes, fo the juftice of Heaven vifited him 
with the fame deferved punifhment 

It 
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It may be neceflary here to fay fomething concerning the 
defcent of this abandoned Favourite. He was defcended from 
Roger called the great Lord Mortimer oifVigmore mxhc Marches 
o(fFales, who was his grandfather, and revived and ereded 
again the round-table :at K^nnekuortb after the ancient order of 
King Arthur's table, with 'the retinue of lob knights and loo 
ladies in his houfe, for entertaining fuch adventurers, as came 
thither from all parts of Chriflendom. Young Roger inhe- 
rited his eftate ; and IJabel^ wife to l^ng Edward li. and 
daughter to Pi?///^ kingofFr^w^, bcir^ in her youth for- 
faken by the king her hufband, who dt Lighted In nothing but 
the company of Pierce Gavefton his minion and favourite, fhc 
fell in love with Mortuner^ though-beforeihe was reckoned 
the moft virtuous Lady of that age. 

After the death of Gdveflon, the King inftead of being re- 
formed, was prefently infatuated with the love of the two 
Spencers y father and fon, who were as bad, if not worfe th^n 
he for debauchery. Whereupon the Earls of Lancafler^ Here- 
Jord^ Warwickj Lincoln and others, took up arms againft them, 
they having taken an oath to King Edward L on his death-bed 
to oppofe his fon Edward^ if he ever, recalled Gavefionfrom 
exile 5 and finding that his death had not much bettered the 
ftaite of the kingdom, they thought themfclves obliged by the 
fame oath, to endeavour the ruin of them, and thereby re- 
dvefe the »many grievances under which the nation groaned. 
yhis Roger hord Wigmore^ was a man of an invincible fpirit, 
and his uncJe Roger fitortimer the edder, both refolved to join 
the Lords in this attempt ; and being very bufy in railing 
fdrces, were taken before they could muiterthem, and J>y the 
King <:omiiiitted to the Tower cd London. But the Queen, by 
means of Tarlttmy Bifliop of Herifrr^^ and Buk^ Bifhop of 
jyufbam, and Patriarch <k Jerufatem^ both men of great in- 
fluence, prevailed fo far, that the King upcm their fubmiffion, 
was fomowhat pacified. But afterwards when he had gained* 
ti victory over the Bdrons, the young Lord ^^«wr^ a:nd his 
urtcle, were condemned to be drawn and hanged at Wefimin^ 
^er ; and the day of execution appKnnted. The younger 
ff^igmore fome time before prietended to make a great feaift in 
Jionour of his bhrth-day, inviting among many others Sir Sie- 
pken S.cagrave^ Conftable of the Tower, with the reft of the 
ofHoers ; ahd after he had made them merry, he gave to each, 
a lai^ cup of fleepy drink, prepared by Queen IfaM^ by which 
meads be made his efcape, breaking out of his chamber, and 
with a ftrong ladder of ropes, provided by a friend, got over 
ihe wall, leaving the ropes behind, which the next day were 
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beheld with aftonifhment, confidering the danger of the at- 
tempt. He then fwam over the Thames into Kent ; and avoid- 
ing the highways came to the fea-fide near Pert/mouthy where 
happily meeting with a ihip bound for France^ he pafftd over 
and lived in that Couit feveral years. His uncle was detained 
in a loathfome prifon, till his death, which was about five 
years after. Edward was fo enraged at his efcape, that hte 
turned Sir Stephen Seagrate out of his conftablefhip, anti feve- 
ral chizens were feized and accufed ot his being accefTary to 
his getting away, and of his correfponding with, and main- 
taining him beyond fca ; but there not being fufficient proof 
againft them, they were all acquitted. 

Mortimer continued in France till Queen Ifahel^ and tht 
Prince arrived there, to avoid the infults of the two Spenceri. 
He after attended the Queen into Germany^ and came pveir 
with her and the reft of the Bvgli/h Lords, the Earf of Key^ 
nault^ and feveral German and Engliflj forces. Upon King 
Edwara'^ flight, and after his being feized and imprifoned^ 
Mortimer managed all affairs according to his own pleafure ) 
and the death of the Spencers, Readings and fome others^ not 
fatisfyins: his revenge, and being in great favour with the 
Qiiecn, who could not deny him the heads of a few of his ene- 
mies, he procured that two or three againft whom he had a 
particular averfion, Ibould be beheaded, viz. the Earl oi Arun^ 
dfl, and two other gentlemen John Daniel^ and Tl^omss Mo^ 
cbtlden^ whicHi was accordingly ^one at Herejord. Alter thi^ 
the Queen, her Son, and her beloved Mortimer^ vyent'to 
IVallingjord Caftle, where they kept their CbriUmdSy wfth all, 
manner of jollity. From thence fhey procetded to tiondon^^ 
where the Queen and Prince were received with gVeat j^y"; 
a Parli;.ment being called, it was concluded, that King Ed- 
^ard fhould be depofed, and his fon advanced to the throne*, 
In the management of which, M^r/zWrdifcovcred much a^al^ 
hoping thereby to become Chief Alinifter of State, as well a$. 
Favourite of the King's Mother. £^w^r^ was depofed accqrd- 
ingly, and confined to Kenhelworth Caftle ; the Queeh, Roger 
Mortimer^ and Tarlten^ BilTiop of Hcrejprd^ hav'ng agreca to 
allow him one hundred marks a month for his expenccs. 

It wis now generally believed,' that the kiagdonx,having 
fuffefed fo many concuiTions, and fo much mifery for feveral 
years, "would have been reftored to its iormer traiitjuillity. : 
But it foon appeared, that though it had changed its ma/fcer^ , 
yet other cVil inftruments fuccecded to difqiiic't the alrcaay 
htrrafled pr^ pie. 80 that one hiftorian of that time writes 
Jthui, ** The beginning of the reign of Edward III. was very 

troublefome. 
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troublcfomc^ for Tie, by rcafbn of his tender age, being but 
fifteen years old when he came to the crowh, was drawn afide 
by evil counfel, and committed many foul errors of i^ate and 
^ov^rnmem. The chief occafion of which were, the Queen, 
her darling Rcger Mertmer^ and feme others. For firft they 
procured lo great a part of the levenue to be fettled for main- 
taining the Queen and her family, that the young King had 
fcarce a third part of it for his attendants and officers. So that 
Ihc and her Favourite Mortimer^ lived in thegreatcft ftatc and 
magnificence^ and the people began to c xclaim againft him, 
andfay pubJickly, that the hatred he Ihcwed againft the ra- 
pines of the Spencers^ was not becaufe they had been oppreffi ve 
to the lubjeft but that he was defirous nobody ihouJd abufe 
them but himfelf. The Queen and he, having intelligence 
that feveral great peribns, and ihe whole order of Friars, 
Preachers, taking pity of the late King's captivity, feemed to 
confult fdr his deliverance ; and knowing that his Reftoration 
would be their confufion, they contrived to add Mure her to 
their former Crimes ; and R(^er Mortimer^ was fent with that 
ambiguous order to his keepers, devifed by Tarhoft^ BiOiop of 
Hereford- 

*• To Ihed King £ifti^tfr/s blood 
** Kefufe to fear I count it good 

By leaving out the ftops, they fufficiently incouraged the 
murtherers, and produced the writing for their own juftifica- 
tion, when the horrid ad was committed. Though this was 
far from clearing them from the guilt of it in the opinion of the 
vulgar, who had before heard ; that though the Queen in her 
outward deportment pretended much grief for the imprifoment 
of her huiband, yet inftead of vifiting him in his diftreft, 
which he often defircd, ftill retaining a great love for her, flie 
only fent him fine cloaths and kind letters, but refrained 
from aiw nuptial duties, which the people did not fcruple 
to fay me beftowed freely enough upon her bloody adul- 
terer illi^^/iTifr. She pretended, at the fame time, that rea- 
fons of ftatc would not allow her to converfe with him* 
And foon after, this defolate Prince was by an exprefs order 
froih the young King» procured by thcm^ i emoved from JCf»- 
nehmrib to O^^Caftle ; and there cruelly deprived of his life. 
In the fecond year of Edward JJL Robert Bruce King of 5^^/- 
iand^ denounced war againft him, which occafioned the raifing 
an army^of 50^006 men, with which the King^ accompanied 
- by 
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by his mother, Roger Mortimer ^ the Lord of K^nault, JWn 
Lord B^umont^ and many others of the nobility and gentry, 
.marched towards the Scots who had invaded England ; and 
had fo happily encompaffed them in the wood ot fViridah and 
Stanhope Park, that the English feemed fully aflurcd of vic- 
tory. Yet by the treachery of Roger Mortimer, they were 
not only fuffercd to efcape without any lofs ; but Sir "Jamet 
Douglas, in the dead of niqht, with 200 light horfe, at 
faulted the King's own pavilion, and had certainly kiUed him, 
had not one of his chaplains, a man of great courage, facri- 
ficed his own life in defence of his Sovereign's; Douglas, 
atter this bold attempt, cfcapied back without any hurt, but 
not without honour for his daring courage. This was after- 
wards charged upon Mortimer, as dcfigning by the dedfb df 
the -King to ufurp ihe crown ; the Scots left their camp entire 
behind them. After this difhonourable retreat of the King, 
who was extremely unhappy to think he was obliged to re- 
turn fo inglofioufly, notwithftanding the vaft expence the 
kingdom had been at, and the great danger of his own'perfon, 
and juft before the death of K. Robert, who was reckoned one 
of the greateft warriors of that age, having redeerned {hk 
country from •flavery. By the lofs of him, it prefently ap- 
peared of how.much value the courage and condud: of .a Prince 
is; yet before he died, by tlie Contrivance of the Kn^^ 
MoTHfR, Roger Mortimer and their adherents, fuc^hadilho- 
nourable peace was made by the Scots, asdifpleafcd the wliolc 
kingdom, and in ••he end proved fetal to the principal At3t5 
MOKTIMER. For at this treaty, the King, then in his mi- 
nority, fealed Charters to the Scots at Northampton, contrived 
by his Mother, her Favourite, and Sir yames Douglas, with- 
out the knowledge or confenr of the P^ers of ENGLAND, 
whereby that famous Charter called Ragmah*s-Roll, was furren- 
dered to them with feveral jewels ; and among them one of 
eyrragrdinary jyak«, €ft4W t^ £€ Aefc Chom of SCOTLAND,^ 
all which were taken from the Scots by the vivSlorious King 
Edward I. The Scotch Kings were likewife dilcharged for 
ever from doing homage to the King's of ENGLAND, or ac- 
knowledging them to have any Right or Super iob.it Y aver 
thaf Kingdom; and that all £kgl{SM£N ibouid forfeit their 
Lands in Scotland, unlefs they iveat and refided there, and 
fwore allegiance to that King. Moreover, under pretence of 
reparation for damages, K. Robert was obliged to pay the King 
of England, 30,000 marks fterling; which money was given 
to Mortimer as a REWARD for his procuring this infamous 
treaty. And to conclude all, David Bruce, a Prince of Scot- 
land, 
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land^ a child of feven or eight years old, and heir to King 
Robert^ married Janey fifter to King Edward at Berwick ; 
•whom the Scots, in denfion both of the peace and marriage, 
fcornfuUy nicknamed Jane Make-Peace. 

The King's Mother and Mortimer, being fenfible that 
feme of the principal nobility difliked their Proceedings and 
ABSOLUTE Government ; they refolvcd to remove tliem out of 
the way ; and, among others, Edward, Earl of KENT, the 
King's Uncle. To eife6l this, Mortimer caufed a report to 
be (pread, that Edward II. was ftill ahve at Corf Caftle, but 
not to be feen in the day-time ; and to countenan- e the deceit, 
for many nights together, there were Ligh ; s put up in ail 
the windows of the Caftle, and an appearance made of 
Masking, Dancing, and other Royal folcmnities, as if for 
the King's diverfion. This being obfcrved by the country 
people, they continued the rumour of the King's being there, 
which was foon fpread throughout England. The Earl of 
Kent, hearing the news, fent a preaching Friar to the Caf- 
tle to find out the truth ; who by giving money to the Porter, 
was admitted into the Caftle, lying privately in his lodge all 
day ; at night, the Porter made him put off his prieftly robes, 
and put on his. The Friar was brought into the Hall, where 
he faw (as he imagined) .King Edward fitting in State at 
Supper. The Friar returning to the Earl, aflurcd him of the 
reality of what he had fe^en. Upon this, the Earl of Kent, 
declared he would endeavour, by all means poilible, to deliver 
his Brother out of Prifon, and rcftore him to his throne. 

1^ To be concluded in No. LI. ] 
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The Life of ROGER MORTIMER commucd. 

HE accordingly engaged feveral riobJcroen in his de- 
fign, with ihe provincial of the White and Carmchte 
Friars, the hi (hop of London, and others. This con- 
spiracy being difcovered, though it was all a lie, the Friar be- 
ing impofed upon by a King made of Clouts; yet the Earl of 
Kent by his words, and fome litrers found about him, was 
condemned as a Trajtor, for conipiring to kx a dead man at li- 
berty. So generally was this noWe lord beloved, that he ftood 
upon a fcaffold at the caftle-gates at Winchestf r, from noon 
till five o*clock in the evening, tor want of an executioner; 
no one being to be found that would behead him. At laft, 
Mortimer (ent for zpoor wretched fellow out of the prifon, who 
:With many blows^ hacked his bead from his body. 

Mortimer J and his aflbciates, making no fcruple of ihedding 
r^dt hbodvf ith their other mal*admini(lration, it raiCed inve^* 
terate difconteats ; but, they were refolved to fupport their 
grandeur, in oppofition to peers and people, and fummoncd a 
^a;rliament at Nottingham, where Roger Mortimer appeared 
in great fpJendor^ being crc;5ited Earl of March ; and had 
(greater attca<Jance th?in the Krng himfelf, with whom he 
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walked as his companion^ and often went before him with his 
officers^ He likewife infotendy rdbukcd the Earl of Lancafitr^ 
the King's coufin, for having taken lodgings in the town fo 
near the Queen; and ^li^ed himy with the Earls c/f Hereford 
and Effen, to remove a itoile if r«ni Niprtiftgham: THi«r noto- 
rious affront caufed a great deal of nrmrmering among the no- 
bility, who faid puhlickly that Roger Mortimer, the King*« 
Matter^ aAd his McJthcr'r Gtfil^tf«/, foight to dcl^y nil ti^my'al 
ihod^ therd^y to u/vrffthe Owen ; which the JCing't^T'/V^rfiixi- 
jngalarmed at, endeavoured to make him (enfible of his dan* 
ger; fwearlng at the fame time, that if he would elpoufe 
their caufe, they would taithfully aflfift him, and fecurc his 
perfon. 

The young King began to aA the Man much beyond his 
years, fo that tixe Lords f job prevailed with him .to join them 
in aflert-ng his own authority, which he, himfelf, faw fo 
much idX^Qcd by Morximcj Y ovtr^nwn p9wer^ He was 4 Jce- 
wife informed, that it was generally reported his Mrther was 
with Chiid by Mortimer, to the great rf/^iwiir both of her and 
trimfelf, «nl ^Att grrrf trf it4 4m fat^o^ ^ XJpM 4Xm^ h% rc- 
folittely CAfagcd with them to brii^ this Mifcreunt :i^^ his 

abettors to puniibment In order to tins, R. Holland,^ 

who Tiad "been long tjovernor of Nottingham-CaAle, and icncw:^^^^ 
alltth.e fecret oowrcyances in it, was taken into tlje defignil j^^ 
There is in the cafflc a private paffage ctit thr.jugh the roclc^"^ 
upon which it ftands^ divided into two ways, one opening to- 
wards the river Trent, whxcli runs under it ,; and the orncr a: ^ 
j;reat deal farther vuider the adjoining meadows ; and was if- 7 
terward6 ca;tled Mtirtimer^% Hale. The Kin^ lying wkh0W 
tlie caftle^ waseonduded byT^rrA-ZojAr, tlirough fhis poflagt, 
himfelf and has Attendan.s^ Jbeing wm firmed and iheir /iMri3^ 
irawny till he came to the aoor of the Qne^n^s bed-chaniber, 
which the carelefs -Lorik had left wide open. Some of th^ 
loremofl: entered the room, defir in^ the King to r«ifc a Ktfle^ 
tliat the Qyeen might not fee "him ; and thcyjffcv Sir Hwli 
Turpmgton i^^o f^M4: tbem. They tbcn went tow^arfls t*e 
%kv^^ Mother^ wifh whom they found MoHTjmcil, Mb Ju^ 
ready to go info'BFV ; tlicy feucd him, and led Tiim into the 
hall, whom the t^ucen followed, crying out, OtfDi 6w, fahe 
Pi fy. upon the gentle MoKTiMEVi; for Ihe fuljpc6led the King 
«ras tfeere, tSiGBcigh (he iiid W Ut liim. ^Thc teeys mtrt Acn 
tent fori and aHfhe<:8Ale, w#^ (tic ^ammimicioii ajAipMoj^- ' 
Sons delivered op to'the K^ng, fo ^retly, that no xmr wMx^ 
r)m iAiex:aftle had an^ knowledge of It, only tlie Kdag^ jbra^ 
This lias always been looked <i;tpoii as a very 4iaiung nrtcnirtsfi^ 
t>ecatife M9rtimtr ha J tifaally On$ Huadrcd auoid i^hny 
Kniglhrts, Ibefides £4^u1r^ andCcfideaMdtt, » a <co^ 
lor the fecurity of his perfoxu 
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The next Iriorhlng early, k:ger'M6rtmer\n^1^'[i iccom- 
plices were carried with great Inbbtrng arid rejbicihg'of the 
common people (the poor Earl of LANCASTER, though 
Siind, making up this cry) toward tiohdon, 2tnd was c<Sihmjtted 
to the Tower :; and foon after^ at a parliament in Weftmmrter, 
was .condemned by his Peers j without being brought to a trial, 
hy a Law of his ot«w rOT/riw>if ; whereby the Earls of 
Lancaster, Winchester, Gloucbstjer and Kent, were 
before put to death. . • m 

- • • -i- . . ■•^•- <;"^ 

The following articles of High Trcafon were exfe?bited 
agaiflfthim. . ' 

Pirft, That lie was por;fenting; to the muiiherof the King's 
'Father. Secondly, That lie treaclierouifly occafioned mucih' 
iofs and difhonour to the KingatStanhopc-Park, by procuring 
the efcape of the Scots, for whicjh he received a large fuin of 
mpney. Thirdly, That he cayfed feveral ancient deeds and 
charters tol)e burnt, wherein the King of S^gts was obliged to 
do homage to the King of England, and had made a disho- 
nourable contradi between the .King's^ fifter and David, Bruce ^ 
King Robert's fon^ Fourthly, JThat helxad been an eviiCoun* 
felkr to the King, and too familiar with the Ring's Mother • 

For thefe Treafons^ he wa^ffmeLncfd tQ;.bc hanged,.and ig*. 
nominioufly drawoi upon a flcicli>? tp Tylmfn^ then called the 

^Elrns ; and there, uppn x\\e comp^o^ gallovys^ f'x^^^/^^-^f iianging 
by thp, King's ccmmapd, two d^y^^ajjd iwQ,i)igh!ts ; g^j^leafing 
fpedlacle to the wronged people. — -.- There died^j|f(^c^;hiQi^. 

• Sir Simon Bedford^ and John Deverel^ Efij. 

The King, by die advice of hisfParJiampnt, deprived liis . 
Mother of iier exceflive dowry ; allowing, hfr only a Thoufand 
Pounds a Year^ and confingd her to a jnonajjery during life, . 
giving her the honour of a yilit once or t)vice a y?ar, though 
Ip^jging her fcarce worthy to. live, on account of her de- 
baucheries with iWar^/Wr. 

Inntiiner&ble are the mifchiefs a kingdom is fubjeft toa, 
which is governed by a perverfe and wilful Prince j which al-r 
ways occafions i great caiamitiejs both to himfelf and his people^ 
Of this we have a jircgnant inftance in the reign of Edward Vll^: 
hut a more latal one in a reign fince. . 

'Nothing nrore is more fcmaVkable, than, that envy and am* 
bition, ate the ufual artiJridants on the Courts i>f Princes ; and' 
the effefts-^f them have 4>een-ofterf fatal to ma^nyj \(^ho have^ 
Jiad st^largcr/'^r^ of their Sovereign's favour than others ; and 

it 
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it Is a? evident^ th^ ijioft Cfiurf FanifiurfUs^ )bgf 6 jufljy mcfited 
tbc F^ti jiiiey oijei wuh> £e)x tbei^ if»i,ny r^pm^^ ap4 m£c>Ui^ef» 

From: ibc paiticulais aJready oxhihited k 16 e^ent, that 
inea who aflumc a Power to which they have no pretenfioiw 
flr accuftom themfetves in the abuic of a publix: rruft, never 
dfe laiisiied, never cao fix any bounds to thjir cravings and 
ambition. Some Thing, or peiloa^is always in theii way, and 
muft be removed at all adventures. They arc of iuch an as- 
piring Nature^ that they would rather fink under the fall, and 
l^e bufied in the Ruins, of the Laws, and Liberties of their 
Country, than admit of any rival in Power ; or admit any of- 
ficious Infpedor of their adions, to oppofc, or expofe, the 
evil tendency of their meafures ; u^ider the Name of Juftice 
and duty to their King and Country. Again it appears, that 
thofe defpctic Seivants of their King and Coimtry can never 
^fcape the obfcrvant Publ c. There has always been a gene- 
ration ot Freeborn Englishmen, quick to defern, ready tQ 
bppofe and able to bring delinquents to Juftice, whpfe (enfes 
could never be clofed up by Bribery and Corruption ; whofe 
firmaefe could never be Inaken with Menaces, and wbpfQ 
ftrid attachment tq the Con(litution of their Country mad* 
them chu/e rathei: to die, than fail in the profecution of thofe 
who were found to Tap its foundation ; tho* arbitrary Minifters 
did ^metimes carry their Schemes to fuch a length, and exer- 
ctfe 9n Authority that deprived many worthy Patriots of their 
Liberty, lives and fortunes, before an effectual ftop could be 
put to their Mai'- Ad mi nift ration. Such is the mifchief of Fa- 
vouRitiSM and violent Parties, without which, no Miniftal- 
ever ventured to opprefs the Subjeft . 

King Ci&<Jr/(fxtheSecond*s Tory miniftry in 167?, having made 
libre of their mafters confidence, by promHing to make hiip 
abfolute anjd independant^of Parliament, and to alter the Laws 
and Religion of Englakd according to his own wiM arjd piea- 
fure, fojund thcmfelves in that very fituation. They prefunae^ 
fa much at laft upon their influence in the Houfe of Comjaong 
that they tried to gain their Concurrence and Authority to to- 
lerate Popery ; which though it was artfully coloured under 
the name ot Liberty and confclerice, was intended to eftaUifh 
the Church of Rom e upon the Ruins of the Church of Engl and. 
Mere the Parliament forefeeing the intended ruki of the Pro- 
t^ant Religion, would vemure no farther with the miniftry ; 
and their refraAorinefs to the mini^erial maiukues threw the 
King into great Perplexity. The Cabal was ftill urging him 
U> drivf ofk to Extremeties. But as they (uggef^ed no other 
ij^f^nf than the ufing force at all hazards to fupport their arbi;- 
ktrary Qoy^eroflieiit againft the knk of the People^ their conftir 

tution^ 
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CoAmcfl oi the Natkm. «Not that the Kji\$ wa[6 lefs in floxe 
with tbeir antcmions lo eftiblifti PeTpdtJfm and Ropery.^ bat 
Ih: hf^ the wifilam to xtccyjpher the ^seat^iipolitiiQQ betWiE^en 
the T4)Ey^od W«ja lOteFeA ; TxHwccn the Court and Clountry 
Party. 

'raielkriofSl»rtfl>ttr)'> tbea Lord Cliancclbr, and the mcA 
obnoxious of ibe whol^ Pagk 'in the Cahal^, on fe^ml ,aa;ouiit*, 
no fooner heard the Kiiig^s refolntian« toohU^e his P^dianiexJt, 
in the Point of the Declaration for Liberty and Confcience, but 
he refolvcdto fecurc himfelf, or to atone for his former uncon- 
ftitutinal Conduft, by joining the Country Parry : And he put 
this refolucion into Execution the very next day in a long Speech 
aj^ainft a project laid before the ^arliamet, that day by Lord 
Treafurer Clifford, for eftablfhinga perpetual Fund to free 
the Kinx from his dependance on a Parliament. In the courfc of , 
which Speech, Lord Shaftsbury made ufe of that true Englifb , 
MjximandWhig Principle, *^ The Houfe of Commons are the * 
¥^i^g\ gnat Council^ and muft boih advile and fupport him/* 

The whole focrets of the Cabal being known to this noble 
Lord, who now placed himfelf at die head of the Country Par- 
ty, he became a fccurge to the Tory Fadtioa ; and the Cour- . 
tiers left no means unattempted to degrade him in the opinion , 
of the Public. His fhining abilities, which were hitherto the 
admiration of every body, were now called in queflion : His . 
oppoficion to the meafures of the Court, and appearance in the 
caufe of Liberty and Religion,, was fligmatized with motives of 
revenge and malice, and with the odicKis name of betraying 
the Ring's Secrets : In a word, they painted this convert to his 
Country from defpotic Power in the very blackeft Colours, of a 
Republican, Libertine and Atheift. 

At the next meeting of the Parliament,. the Commons voted. 
That an Addrefs fliould be prefented to his Majefty to remove 
the Dukes of Buckingham and Lauderdale from all their . 
employments and "from tisMaje/lfs Frefmcig and 'Omtncik J9r ^ 
£ver ; and tliey Impeached tlie ^arl of AittTWtSTtJir. Ail6Nrs 
ihofe arbitrary Minifters had almoft deprived the SubjeA of his 
perfonal fccurity by Warrants of reftraint, issufj) by thb 
Secretaries of State, or in Council, agaiaft any objeAof 
their Malice, Revenge, or Fear, under the colour of Law 
and Jiiftice, without admitting them to Bail^ the Country Party 
paflcd thij J8iU x:oncerning the Writs of Habeas Corpus^ to pre- 
sent ionjg aii)I|rary iinprifanmcnt. 

Without 



Digitized by 



Google 



'3<J« THE EXTRAORDINARY No. U- 

Without doors, thc^ PcojjIc fpoke their minds with great 
Freedom againft the Miniftnr ; which produced a Proclamation 
to fupprels ail Coffee-Houfcs, on pretence of being places 
where dilaffedled Perfbns met and devifed malicious and fcan- 
xlalous reports againfl the King and his Mmif^erS; and another 
for difcovering the Authors, who daily pubiifhed Libels in 
London againft the Government. An expedient to flop pub- 
lic Intelligence, which feldom produces any great effeAs in a 
Country that is intided to a Liberty of Speech, and of wri- 
ing againft'bad Men and bad Meafures« 
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My Heart is inditing 0/ t good Matter : Ifpeak of the Things 
•which are made unto tbi Kig, 

Psalm xl. Ver. i. 



I 



T is, at length, hecomc evidently obvious to themoftun- 
illumined Conceptions, that the abfolute deiVriKSHon of 

this once rcnowcd country, has been fomc Time the em* 

picyofafetof men, who by their fallacy, have crept into 
power, and are at length become defperate by their crimes. 
And aIthoug:h thefe fore -plotting villains have not fucceeded 
in their impious defigns, nor purlued undetected rheir abomi- 
nable meafures ; yet. through the lenity of a merciful S n, 

who pryeth not into the iniquities of the people, they pafs 
unapprehended with impunity. 

The daring encroaches daily made on the fubjedls of this 
country, on their enfranchifements and properties, at length 
alarmed a thinking few of the more fenfiole part of the Britifh 
Senate, which fomewhat roufed the venal vermin from that 
lethargic indolence they had fo long wallowed in, undifturbed. 
We fee at this crifis, a fuppofed unfathomable Pitt of know- 
ledge, bravely bellow Freedom to a believing multitude, but 
when the imao;ined fervices were concluded on, he fhould un- 
dertake, as Churchill fays, alas! 

Wtjw thevrvotng Patriot made a P^tr! 

This 
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This had not yet fufficed, notwithftanding the favourable 
circumftances, the mighty plunderers might figure to them- 
feJves from this occurrence ; a braver man flood forth, far 
more dc^flrucftive to unwarrantable proceedings, then the fup- 
pofed ProteAor of the Rights of the People ^England ; but 
mark the event ! Confufion uncontroulcd, revels o'er the 
guilty mind, led by defpairing apprehenfions, villainy deter- 
mines on a more cop ous attempt, and ftrikes at once a deadly 
blow to the Liberty t) lingularly peculiar, time beyond mea- 

fure, to the illuftraiion of this land, Nor is it alone to the 

ftare confined ; no ! The fuhjccft immediately imbibes the 
poignant fmart, and uacxpeci«_dly finds himfclf in the merci- 
lefs hands of a Banditti of Dfsperadops ; who lawlefs, be- 
yond ex remity, leiz^ an unoffending LRITON, (O could I 
change that for fomc Icfs noble name) and unheard, imprifon 
him," for daring to affcrt that Freedom, he derived from his 
.anceftora ; nor docs his perfon fufFer alone, even though his 
life is aimed at, his inmoft fecrets has fallen a prey to the de- 
'Oouririg Tribe, his character is publickly defamed as a blafphe- 
mer ; and, in ihort, every indignity offered, that in a ftrange 
eye, could contribute to leflen the name of an Englijhman. 

9 

At length, by lawlefs heceflity led, he haftens to a lefs no- 
ble, but mitre bo/pitable fhore^ where the otitftreched arms of 
Haves are ready to leceive him. Here, with triumph unmo- 
lefted, tin: Fuhures of State, prey on the mangled vitals of 
their Fexlow SuBjilcTS, Now with a mercilefs expedition, 
the favoured of Hr//, /joyfully fe)ze on the offering uppoitu--: 
nity ; while, with inward iatisfacftion, they daily view tha^ 
decay of their Country, in the fwellmg lifts of bankrupts fuc- 
cccdtng Gazettes enroll ; and the major pirt of which per- 
haps, unhappily fell a prey tb the avarice and villainy thejr 
alone poffeffcd. 

' Again we fee the INJURED Fugitive^ a Member of the 

British S- e ; but previknt knavery fo nearly attaches it- 

felf to a body o\ that Convocation, that the Principles of their 
Predeccffors, terrified by guilt, inlpire them again and again, 
by oppofing multitudes combined to difallow his pretenfions, 
(though apparently /i^^) to di Voice in Parliament. Nor from 
the prefcnt view ot affairs, does it apj)ear probable, that the 
.priviledges he wants to protcft, he can again recover. Nay, 
'twere imminently 3angerotis thus far to affent, fince by com- 
binations, formed alone for the purpofe of concerting mea- 
iures moft deftruAive to the Commonwealth, the Lives oi 
Men ; of BRITISH MEN! Endeavouring to fupport a gl$^ 
rious Independence^ fell a prey to a band of Assassins, the in- 
ftruments of thofe, who to the fame principles, would gladly 
ffacrifice the Being of every Individual, that, inspired by 
that Courage, that perhaps oft defended his FalUn Country^ dared 

to 
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to aflfert, ** I win be free.*'- ^l!hc facoitvptible Jbvcof fome, 
to Jufikey comtnitted ^efe wretdies toTbe fcourgeof faer aw« 
Ril rod ; but thanks to* theAaneient comp^ilion of a. Briton, , 
Um, ami hrti up at Comity >M fioMfgnilavcs of one^ v/bo never 
travelled o^er, or ftudted the Inhdinan practices of foreign na« 
tiox>€. in puniihmg murderers ; I fi^; thanks-to a Britifti merci- . 
ftil K. — 'y we fee the fpiUers of innocent hkJod^ though .con* » 
demAed by the Laws of this<:oimtry, io a death they merit, in ; 
full afluranceol life," and perhap^ (with ihe Northern beroes 
AfLeanzndAl''Lau*'y) bereiarardnlwith a conafortabie main* 
tenance/he remainder of their days, for ^raw/jf dejerving the 
GALtX)WS- : V ;^.; 

When tyranny and arrogance, defcends To minutely a« to 
aflfeft the very perfons of the ftibjcd, Is it not time, my co^h* ' 
trymen, to feek redrefs ? ^-^— Why' lead W^ a^ful baaali<inrV ' 
into the field, to opp. )fe a formidable foe ? — Is it not to ftop 
the progrcfs of that Foe, who, if unoppofed, might T^ajhtcrf 
ti8 at our doors ? Why rule we the 6ccart widfi'invincitte 
fleets? but to defend that property, chat by induftry or good 
fortune, we m-gbt liave jSrocuredr Then, fhatl we tamely* ' 
fubmit our Throacs.to iht It fud knife f — * Shall we cahnly fee 
the robbers, u^feehng for any fuffering wc midit endure^ 
fnateh ^ro«9 our hands the JrW we earned; and AibjeA Ji^uf-/ 
felvesto the ridieulcof every dividing nation^ that, joyA^l ^t.: 
,the'-<ipportunity;of. Rich domcftx divifeonii^^^y peich^noe^^ -^ 
eradicate entirely the name of a B^fr^ii^dEreiivUijs Laniyia^,^ ^ 
bu*y it in a lafting oblivion, widi every right he once could 
ho^tt^xvaihxiif^ .^^ e*cr pt^^^!i!4t/^d;cvery ^boi-^ 

nour be ever greatly, gained? — - No, !n?y CountrymeqJ. rpuil^pv ^ 
and i>(i: ypurfJtves ! Be EngHflmen^ andr ^^<^: oppojir^ P^crs. - ' / 
fbould Ikudder at ihat name, let it not be imp oufly vioiat^d. by 
fhofe, whofc place it fhoutd be to fhield it from every indig-* 
nity offered, and ihew they could chai^ifejthe haughty offerer 
wirh^puiiilhinent fuitapie to io heinous ah oflewe^ JOm^ 
moreT urgey6ii, bc-^^^^ immwiali^:^xxxi^ tn your^^iri^ , V 

cbaraAer. aid agia^ Independence^'^ fticGloiy^ ancf^^ .: 

mur 4:>V\k^h^Xi ifi?iy ilaze \^^ will ie^ whit^ ^ 

ywi once wf^e^ The Frrk, the BRAvr, the Jusr, aikl Un'-* 
icotWJPTfiD Pcopleof ENGLAND. _ I (^all now, by wayjof 
con^ftlfi6il;-&iaki? Ibnie i^ reinarks xfiWt^flite l^jdmu$ 

afr^m^-'^ ■/-:,': "v^-^'-- iw^><". ;/ ." 

' * * - . 

The Ad-- — f^tom t\tcxiky of Lom>oj», feems to be brie of 
thcgrofleft L — h tHat was ev«r penned jwgainft the perfon of 
tbe 4t^f ;«il tfie AAi^^r «f^ beinj^ ; jS^urcd;- © perhapf 
4fae ifloftv^ 2^ was' ^ey^r 

dowWw^^. V^ aReriUO'^ ' 

iice.'^9- ttbet^ ,|«fliag?, vrs^ fimntand^d m fign ; ahd many 
. > i. ' ' ' others 
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oiliersy it 1$ imagined, Jlghiei through Th^tr. Huf the dity 06 
prefenttuon tnisft fire every iKiaeft inan 'w^th a jcmil mdig/^o^* 
tion againil thote cornspt wratches; asrit tf( aHlned^and wl.&ur 
greirihew of 7ritf/r, tliat 21 6166 um firft kircil by ai<:rnfc tw,, 
in order to begin a Riot ; and^it has been affiimcd, xX^^ B --e 
and Af ^^ > Werc.^t the hcaitf of them, T his cc^uK^ be dijisc 
wth nO other view, but to make Mf.^— '^,' arrd .he ci^u/er 
hfe (hpporrs, appear the more odious 10 his M-i^— — y, krtd 
to rcprcfent htm a« thtt fole caufe of iall the difliP^banc^rs^ that- 
bad befdr^^, and did at that tinie happen $thafi wl;ijc4i, nV^ 
thing can 6ejiK>re talfe, or-bsfc; bur this is like the ajfair ^f" 
the BR«N1 FORD Elbc i low. Charles Stamp, k is to h^; 
prcfumcd^ was at the bottom of the Utter* as J^ir fF. B, P-^n 
wasof the ib.mer^ whoie names wiR be bunded in the hiftory 
of tbifftimii^to t^e iateii agn ; 9K>d th<y WiU be meacoacd^ lijf 
^^/imir Generatkms wichiv^^^iid:^^ 



FIRST, they dccbj-c^ 

yotir Majefty's moft dutiful and- loyai Subjects, the 
lerchants and jprinc^ial Traders o* the C I T Y of* 
L O N D O N, tnin^biy beg leave to approach your facred' 
throne^ with ewui^gned ailWances ot iariolabie duty^aAjf 
affedtftw for your Royal Pcifon and Gorefnmentj thelup*^ 
{km tvhefepf, ^ ytMir' Auguft t4o()Lfe, we witt maimain ngain^ 

T^te is in ptain termir decbjrmg, That th^ people zxt difia-^ 
tteftedPwith his M— y^^s ^^— — rS; that ^|n^ are 

4^aMj(iHiM4u^id: hy thofe.whb are inmifted With the ipanage- 
mentxjf them. ' " / * 

" It is witbthc Wfl[ioft pWeri^^^ we feeai 

Sj^fifo/t Pdiim go , for^ 2S x\)f X « rne ; fnrt igatoi jby a. v&jjem 
K^Uadfri^ and tkfh\4beuar}^ y^^ ttideavoqr |[>j:. 

J^tj^rx and tiunvlts^ to ovcrtum the very, effejK^ pf Gover^^^ 

■•'-'*' ..•.';•■?• V ■ •" ^"'." '■. • ' " ' ^ • 

I»,iV)t dxii pfa^inly t5ill»g the. lUov th;« the.i6e»fnfwof,hit 
M— *-VM — rs/tend to ovenurn the vety eiiefic« of g0erei)tP*. 
ment, by giving cmw^ fbc the nany ^Hs and 7jrmyiSn that ha^ 
Utcly happened. ^ ... .. ., , ,^,, :-.:.;\> ^..,i>A m:?'^- 

" H*Pl^y aw w^ jn knowiiife ilM >«^i£he;:^ 
4i^a»« pcwc, eftflo^ 10 en^)^lvhrmy S^fm^'0(iiS^Mm^ 
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What elfe can be meant by this paragraph, other than that 

the H of C s have a power ot callinj^ wicked and 

corrupt Minifters to an isccoimt, for abufing the tfuft repofed 
in them ; and robbing the K— g— m, not only of its treafure, 
but its Piac€ and ^Ut. Thole wretches, by fuch an equivo- 
cal infinuation, could notrrteatiy that when the H — . of C — s, 
(hall think it a fit and proper time to interpofe, they have it in 
their power ciFedually to crufl) the very Sp'iRfx ot Seditions 

Hay they would not certainly infinuate, that the H — of C 

fhould provide a larger Standing Army^ or that we Oiookl 
be HAPPIER or SAFER under a military Oovernmeni. If \hil5 
v/2i%mesntj they are Tray tors to their KING and COUNTRY, 
and deferve to be punillied as fuch ; and that they did mean k^ 
is bnt too apppawnt to ihc Whole R m. 

•* We beg leave to afTurc your Majefly, that by far the 
greateft part of the inhabitants of this populous CiTY, deti/l 
fbefe PROCEEDINGS ; and are fully determined to oppofe the 
fame with all their Power ^ by endeavouring to maintain and 
lupport our Excellent Conftitution, under your Majefty's 
Happy Government. 

This Paragraph is fo infignificant, full of FLATTERY and 
NONtSENSE, that it would be as weak and ridiculous in mc* 
to write any Comment upon it, a3 it was in tbtm to pen it ; I 
ihali therefore pafs it over, and proceed to the laft Three. 

** May thfe CREATOR of all Beings, grant your Majefty 
a long and profperous reign ; 

" And may there never be wanting a Prince of your illuf- 
trious line, to fway the fceptrc over your Majefly's extended 
enoptre. 4 

** And may ALL unite^ and become a loyal and grateful 
people, whofe Liberties and Propertiet^ are fecurely lodged 
with the GUARDIANS of the NAIION.^ 

As to the firft of the above paragraphs, is no more than 
about a dozen common place-words. 

The feconci, is M^bat 1 am fenfible, evefy hoheft man fin- 
ccrely wiflics. 

The latter part of the third, is a grofs L — 1 againfl the peo- 
ple ; for I am fure every man wiU concur with me, when I 
declare that I believe, both the Liberties and Properties of the 

people. 
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people, never were in greatIer Danger. The firft feems 
to be in a great meafure deftroyed already. 



GEORGE CLARKE'S GHOST, prefents his Jhadwy com- 

pliffiems to Mr. B d, and delircs that he will inform his 

furviving friends, what his letter in the PUBLICK PAPERS of 
Monday the 20th of March meant^ further than to confirm 
them in their opinions that Mr. B d's judgment, pro- 
nounced at the Forum Chirvrgicum, was given without 
the Uaft F$undationy as he in that Letter immediately de- 
clares, That be neither inJpeSed the Wound, nor attempted its 
Cure- The Ghoft begs the LEARNED FACULTY, will 
for the future denominate all mortal Wounds received 
from the hands of MINISTERIAL RUFFIANS; Brentford 
FEVERS. 



4i»i 
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rthe Choice of Represent ativss;, and contribute all his en« 
deavours towards filling chat AugufFHoufewith perfons of In- 
tegrity and Ability, who arc duly qualified, and f rnperly 
dilpofed,to execute the grestt truft which is regofed in them^ 
for it COK^RUPTION Ihould a¥c^|l^afail,. to 'any, grew de- 
gree, in that illuflrious aifcmbly, farewell to all that is dear 
and valuable to a Free People ! Our fervants will then grow 
infatnqus^Tjjrants aijd Xaik-MafteiB over us ; apd infteadjof 
being the Guardians of Public Libeay, will join with the^lirft 
BOLD HAND to take it away, for the fake of fharing in the 
pkinder. CORRUPTIO N is a poifoo, whioK will fpon fpread 
Jtfelf through all ranks and orders of men, efpeclally when it 
begins at the Fountain-W^ad. A fpiritof bafenefs, prof- 
fitution and. vftnaliry wilLuniyerfally prevail i luxury and ex- 
travagance will introduce ^want and fervility of mindt; ^ad 
the common peoplb, at' length, by the influence of lazy habits, 
dccajto£twde^andpQwertul exan^ples, will con rent to ^ive 
up their birth-right. 

Thfar was^ the* cafir ofthr Romaw • Ge*i*ioii w*alt r o£ old, 
and of others of much later date^ and will be fo again in the 
fame circuxn^^fncas, io all cpuntries and in all ages, 

The welfare of this nation fo eflentiaUy depends on the vir- 
tue and the probity of our Repoeicntatives in Parliftmeat, that 
the prefervation of our con^urion is* entirely' owifl^ ta the 
noble ftruggles, which. have beem made for it^ from tinfip to 
time ia the HOUSE of COMMONS ; and hil^ory wili inform 
us, that whenever by force or fraud we lofe that bulwark, 
our Liberty wiU not.long fubfift ; when the freedom of that 
parfamenr, which bad fo ftrenooufly oppofed the procQcduiga 
-of King CiTARCEs L was^ aftet waitis invaded hp the; arms vid 
il^ratagems of Crom wbcl, the fubvetfioa of oiicco|iftitutio|k in 
Church and Statt immediately followed $ und the 2ilte«ipt9 
that were made to conupt Parlfaments, after tha reftQratiQn^ 
were thoughjr to be of fnch pernicious confecjuence^ thai they 

{^toduced feveral excellent laws; and ordevs tor pro^Kuvuig^ iXyst 
iberty of thofe afTemblies, which mfght ftiM admit of foiQQ U^r^ 
tber provijkns. 

I am not yet grown fo wild and enthufiaftick in my zeal for 
Xiiberty and the good of my Country, as to expedi, that dieCr 
iaiws would be ftri<5Uy put in execution^ or that we fhall ever 
fee a popular elecStion carried on without fome kind of influence 
and unwarjrantahle methods. From the laws which our an- 
ceftors thought fit to enadt concerning eledlions, we may 
judge what an high opinion they entertained of a ;^R££ and 
vj(C0RRu?T Parliament. 

-The 
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The vile arts that had been pracftifed in the reigns of King 
Charlbs and King Jamfs II. in order to procure a mercenary^ 
cmrt-firving Houje of Commons, were grown fo notorious, 
and occafioned fo much uneafinefs in the minds of the people, 
that they com? ibuted not a little to the fubfequcnt, Glorious 
REVOLUl ION, under the coftduft of our immortal Deliverer 
King William ; who, in his declaration, was pleafed to af- 
furethe Kingdom, that one of the chief motives to his troming 
hither, was to procure a /'r^v and Ltfw/»/ PARLIAMENT , 
that is, one Chofon without any Court-lnflitence^ Management 
or DifeSion. 

It has been a pradlice I believe in almoft every reign, to 
iflue large fums of money out of the Treafury, for derating 
fuch perfons into Parliament, as would a6l agreeably to the 
•vrcws and inclinations of men in power ^ and amply reimburfe 
uhat had been profufely expended on their account ; and fuch 
pradrces have ever occafioned the moft dreadful apprehen- 
iibns, which all people were Juftly under tor their Liberties ; 
that cannot be certainly efteemed a FREE PARLIAMENT, 
which is packed and fubomed in this manner ; what reafon 
Englijhmen.hzve at this time to be under fuCh apprehenfions, 
or to complain of fuch a Parliament, I leave the whole king- 
dom to determine. However, I hope it will never he in the 
power of any overgrown Minifter in future, to fit magifferiatfy 
in his j4rm Ckair^ and chufe a Parliament by Tiis Fire-Side, 
threatening fome who have difpleafed him, with opening the 
Floodgatfs of the TREASURY upon them; and obliging 
others to make their applications to him, inftead oi tbofe 
whom they arc to reprefent, di/pojtng of BovLovons^ Cities 
and Counties, according as his variety, intercft, or ambition 
fhall direft hfm. A Parliament in FRANCE is as much a 
FREE PARLIAMENT as one chofen in this manner, which 
cannot be fo properly called the REPRESENTATIVES of diis 
or that body of people (to whom they never applied^ and to 
whom, their perfons, or perhaps, even their names, arc ftran- 
ger^ as the Tools and Inftruments of THAT MAN who 
bought them at the expence of LIBERTY and PUBLIC 
VIRTUE. 

The BRITISH Houfe of Commons may ho properly called 
the TEMPLE of LIBERTY; and as the vo'co of every Sena- 
tor, in that J\uguft AfTembly, ought, at all times, to be free 
from all manner of Partiality and Dependence^ let us take a 
^'ew in what manner a WISE and an HONEST MAN, Ihould- 
tbehave in this G'^EAT TRUST. 

A Senator 
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A Senator of Gnat Britm fince ifec anftfting of thai Law, 
which enables a Parliament (if the KUg plealc$) to fit Sei)M 
Te^t in a Poft of as great Dignity jind Power as ever any 
finale Citizen enjoyed in any of the moft free, or the greateft 
Common- Wealth; the Life xht^ Uhtrty, and the property of 
hf$ fellow Subje<ft6 is (conjuii<aivcly with the Majmty) in his 
Voice, and I may add» not only the Z«/i^r/^i of his telloW 
Subjeds, but of great part of Europe, Since whenever our 
Country fhall fall into Slavt^ry, fome ot the neighbouring Na- 
tions muft (hare her fate. He is therefore one of «he Sacred 
Truftces noi only of the People of Gnat Britain^ but of almoft 
all Europe ; Therefore a wile and an honeft man, who does 
his Duty in this high Station, is in • the firft place carehil to at- 
tend the Sjervice of the Public in the Houfe ; becaufe he knows 
that the perfon who is chofen, and does not attend^ dcferts his 
Poft and is almoft as dilhonourable as He, whoabfcots himfelf 
out of the hope or fear of obliging or difobliging a Gnat Man. 
Neither is he ever neutral \ being fcnfible of a perfon, who 
in fuch a triift, obferves a fhametul Neutrality^ is a Soldier 
who hides himfelf tn the day of battle. He attends than con- 
timuUy, and is always upon his guard, Ne quiddetrimentiRef- 
pubUca xaperet. He is upon no occafion to be awed by the 
frowns or encouraged by the fmilcs of a MinJfter. He never: 
gives any Vote towards pafling of any Law, or Re/blution^ 
which he does not in his confcience believe to be for the bene- 
fit of the whole. He is never feduced by falfe colours or pre- 
tended friendships, to fophiftical Reafoning, or the glaze of 
tinfel Eloquence, or the terrors of a Majority, to fwerve once 
from what he conceives to be true and juft. He fpeaks im- 
partially and boldly^ not regarding wliat may pleafe, or dif- 
pleafe, or what ftiall be approved or dilapp roved by zny par^ 
ticular Party ^ neither, obftmately doling his underftanding ta 
<;onvi49:iont nor fuffering others to blind it. He fcoras as much 
to wear the Livery of another man's underftanding, as to 
take his wages for his vote. He will be particularly careful 
to live within the income of his own fortune- He knows that 
t^e man who is independent is honeft. He gives his vote 
cfaearfully and with courage, while he ftands ereft in the in- 
tegrity of his Soul, and looks over a crowd of Hinlingu He 
has a generous and an honeft warmth within him, which lifts 
him above the great Vulgar ; and he is fecretly admired by the 
Briber and the Bribed. So far ^irtuf has its mm reward. 

Now let us fee how a Senator of a Contrary Character 
may be marked. Firft we may obferve, that he endeavours 
4o ^et into the Parliament with no other view but to Stock- Joh 

his 
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h\s voiG;c, I^c buys his Boroygh and fells hi$ Country, He 
coipes into tj^ Hoi^fe, not to tajce care of thp fortuncjs, of the 
j)?rrons. whom he repfefc;nts, but to make his own. This 
n^an's venal vx^iqc is qpen to every Purchafer^ and is al^yays ca- 
.pable of being Regiqiented in thq Service of a corrupt Miniver. 
Such men under a bad adminiftration, are alwajs^ with thp 
Miijority. If they have undcrftanding, it is fo perVertcdi that 
it. would be happier f(>r them and the, Commokwe alth top. 
could they exchange it for IrijiinS ; being continually obliged 
to talk and ait in defiance of their own convidlion ; the loweft 
cippra]^ity that a hum^q ipind can be reduced tp ! and it may 
be believed, thai, wif/iout Breaqh of Charity, that nien of this 
.profligate Charafler. would, when their pafljQns were to be 
gratified, fct at naught every fbcial virtue, and. break through 
all things, that are good, worthy and commendable, ff the 
"Conftitiation. is to fphfift by^.o'K^ftg Biti^ESt;) particular ipcn ; 
;and if thefe too fhoijld. bq difpQqfed at the Will and pleamro 
of One Mofip ip njigl^f. h^ppp,^ that in^ cjafe^ the Majority, 
Ihould at aay time prpye cori^upt, tJie I^egiflatiye Authority 
of all the Comropng, of Qs^f^AX ^ptiTAiw may be centered in 
this Man $nly. 

But this Calamity, wittl hope, npverhappca;;. or.at Icaft, 
we may be fure, tbat it will i>pt happ^en uji^of'tl^^eign of 
our prifenti moft. gracipuf §overcignp wh9^ ha^th nptfiews but 
nvhat are altogether for the Wf^LFAiy^ of hip ?^oti.jl, and the 
frefervatkn of pur wccU^m Conilitutip;^ K^ N^^kc care 
as he hath already i|i^^ t^aii iht. PtfUic ^futff;i^?dl)^ applied 
.to public uje$ only and not fq9fmd(?i;?4?W*y a^npng^ 
Mercenaries. This Pa^'liiai^j^ajD.ihiiies with a Lu^^^. ^li^Eclipfe» 
all preceeding onc^ ; QI^RyPXlQN c^ find no admit- 
tance, or encouragement ^ithia t^<^e Walls ; Tfaeilebates ia 
this Auguft AfTejowly are yoid of all Aninopfitiea, cl^ar of all 
jnterefls but thofe ot the Public^ .and hez irom all paifion but 
the Love of their CowUty. 

In this Parliament^ we have the greateft rcafon to believe 
and expedl that every thing will be avoided whkfa had been 
' complained of Former Parliaments ; that we diall have no 
JDemanJs made^ or Taxes raifed, but what our Picfcot Condi- 
tion and Unhappy Circumilances will render oecel&ry ; that 
UStd^liSL^f HSiSli^iiff^^^ Accounts of the difpofition of Public 
Money, will be either offered or accepted j that zil Wild 
Schemes. Romantick Projedts and Ridiculous Party Di(* 
tindions will be exploded, and difcountenanced ; and finally^ 
that no great and vile Sums will be given not to do the King's 
BUSINE^S ; which does not require them) ^but to fecurea 
CORRUPT SERVANT (if any fuch fhculd hereafter appear) 
,from:the juS.refentment,of an INJURED PEOPL^. 

This 
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This will effeaually difcovet the weight of 'a BWTISK 
y/VKUAMENT, and preferve the Honoar of the BRITISH 
NATION ; whilft the Repre/entatives of the people will endear 
•thpmfelvesto 7iw/? whom they reprcfentj mencing all Mur- 
meri and Difquietudes at HOME, and ft riking Terror into our 
Mnemiesjibroad. 

U'o the^ Author of the jjxtraordiftary North JBriton. 

SIR, 
Tf you think the following Lines worthy a Place in your 
Spirited Paper, .plca(*e to iriferl them in your next arid you 
will greatly oblige your conflant Reader,' 

May the 8th 1769. S, J. 

To the Gehxlemen,' Clergy, and Freeholders of the County df 
V MIDDLESEX- 

' \r E brave fupporters of ydur country's laws, 
*' Proceed undaunted in the prefent caufc :; 
* TThcohquer'd ftill-^— your^ri^ 

Thofe rights demand in WiLKES's name. - ^ ^ ♦ 
Look down with fcorn upon the flave 
/ -' 'Wha RdbeMikc/ your rights dut- brave ; - 
^ .^^i-^^Thoferights^hich your Fore-fathers gained, .. 
■ ■ '^^Their ^rarifonyd bfodd-, thdfe rights ^ttainVl i^ y', 
• • ^ ^ Amtihdl they tamely fall a prey, . . 

. - - To fervifc Slaves ?~ Curft be the day, 

' Tharday t)ii Which the Fate^^deai;^,- ' 

> That BRITONS fhdl no mote be >c . . 

-^^ Let not the thought your breafts^upbraid ; ...» . 
" " • Neither inr after*timcs'let it be/aidy ^ .^ - 

• That BRITONS once — The 8ons<)f FAME, 
' By fervile wiles' were brought to Ihame. 

- -'-Affen-yoin^ rights r^and,frec,> And b^ .' . 

To conquer — not as flaves be fold'.- . ^ * ' , 

As BRl TONS free, — your triumphs raife, 

- ^cfcnd.the:man mc^iVwoa"th your pfiil^^^ 

. ^ .- ; Thenihall your FAa-IE imjpiorta^ rifj?, _ jr,. - . , 

— > And mount triumphant to the flci^^j - ;. ,^ 1 . . * 

^ YoornameSjlikewile, enr.oll*d fliall be , .? 

: . For HONOUR, TRUTaWLIBERTY/:^.^^ 7 



r^nu >i> 
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I Shall ia this paper make ufe of fome obfervations relating 
to Liberty and the means of deftroying or prcferving it# 
By Liberty is underftood a power to difpofe of Perfont 
and Property, as we pleafe, where the Laws of the Socie^ 
do not interfere 5 which Laws are not the commands of any 
iparticular perfon, but the refolutions ' of the Majority of the 
Society. Of this Liberty, men who enjoy it Ihould be jealous^ 
circumfpeCl and careftil ; conftant, refolute, and intrepid in 
defending it againft all attempts 5 for except Men who arc 
/ree be upon their guards they may foon find themfelv.es fur- 
rounded with arbitrary Power, tho* perhaps but a fhort time 
A)efore xhcy imagined they wre free, and fecure. 

In a free Country et^ery thing muft be encouraged which 
tends to fecure tight and property ; and every mealure be op- 
pofed, which appears nearly or remotely to do them prejudice^ 
A good Miniftry will rejv)ice, a bad one tremble to fee fuch 
a fpirit diftinguifhing itielf though the Nation, Let us confider 
the mifery of arbitrary Government, and rhe benefit of Li- 
berty. Under defpotic Power, conformity in Religion i| 
among the firft Plagues, The people muft pretend to be of 
the fame opinion with their mafters, if tlhey do not, torturcj 
and racks are ready to force them. Without hopes of redrcfsj * 
4hey muft bear the infuk of Coui-tiers : Without 4aring to' com- ■ 

plain^ 
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plain, they rauft AifFcr heavy Impofitions and Taxes ; nay ifi 
Jfome places the moft indiflferem atSlions of men, their looks, 
even their laughingor crying, n^y their dreaming have brought 
upon them Stripes and Imprifonments at the will of their Law- 
lefs Tyrants, ^ On the other fide the fiw^a man facurely 
. enjoys^ hH pr^^'^rty arfd Fhi fi^end ; hfc'caA calf thiei |5rofiis of 
his induftry his own, and free from fears can take his mid- 
night reft, and fpend his chearful day. He is not afraid to 
fpe'ak'tiiy^fl*|ndj nof WfilJn >^grie*'ca, to corftplaih and de- 
nfai^d^ rcir«s. HW hWuflfe is' free from t&c artacks of.piibfick 
Officers; nor are his goods plundered. In a free Count ly, 
no man becaufe he is greats can abufe or infult his fellow a<- 
fociatcs. Liberty fet men beyond rhe reach of the infolence, 
the Pride, or Malice of Mmifters. The Life of a free man is 
fecure, and while he.does not forfeit it to the Society^ he need 
not be apprcheniive of loofing it, thro' *ie Caprice or humour 
. of a Prince dr his Faftourites. No Prero- :t ive in a fseer Country 
..dare extend to ma ff acre and deftroy the people. 

1 fhaH liow cdniider the mcthocfe by which "thef fciberti^fsof 

.a People niay be deftroy^ or. pre^yed^ and feiH think rr 
is very dangerous to Liberty to truft too much power in the 
hands of the Clergy. We find in moft ages, that Priefts tekvc 
Itecntiieii Wiicf have drove the liail t6 thfe Very head, &ey ha#sc 

. always madis ufe of weapons, Very prevalent with the vulgar. 
Rbligidn was theii- Cry, arid the ferVicfe of God Wis pretended 
to be their end. Many nioiiarchs iriduenced by the Ciergy 
have teftilired, iif-ft t&hb iflaves to their cdnfefTiors, and then 
to inake their People Slaves to therti. Oftett have thofe re- 
verend Geritlemen been the Prop's of arbitrary and defpotic 
Pojj^k-. The Mahomitan ' brings the jUcbfan in defence of 
Piflive obcdifence and non reiiftknce. The Heathen brings 
W^brabtis to maintain arbitrary Goi^ernmfent and unlimiited 
Sovereignty. The Chriftian Pricft iV-pcking to reiate profti- 

. tutes the Gofpel, to his vile ends. Thef BiWe is fearched to * 
defend the conduft of the Lord's anointed; and to defend 
Liberty the gift of Heaven, is proved io,be a mortal Sin. Fine 
DoArines, indeed, can we think, the God, who creates us 
free, defigns us for llavery. That he who wills our happinefs, 

' would have us tamely give upLil^rty, the foundation of hap- 
pinefs and without which it cannot fubfift. Thcfc are notions 

-"Which many honeft heathens of old -would liave blufhed to 

1 have aHerted. 

A Nation that would avoid Slavery tnuft g4iard againft Lux- 
.i^y and corruption. The moft Judicious hift'orians, the moft 
>leanied:^ilofQ{^efi|. and the profouadeft j>oliticianis, ^dU ky^, 

^#it 
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it down -as a certatn incfifputable maxim^ that whencrcr Lux- 
ury .prevails, it never fajlfi todeftroy the moft flbariihing States 
and ^ingdoms^ ; and the experience of all Ages and Nations, 
^oes bu^-tob* clearly dcmonftiate the truth of this maximV 
WIHteOrectan '-virtue continued not the arms of .^fo. could 
prevail agaihft it,- While virtuous men flourifhed and their* 
cuuAcils-were followed, their Country ftood fafland firm in 
itsii?be*tyv bur when once the Love of4noneyand vain gran- 
dciir pbflefTed their Souls, -then, and not till then their ene-^' 
mics fafeidu<^ chem. The Perfi^ij who had found them iii- 
vincible- On die fide of Arms, as long as th^y continued imited, 
applied their whole attention and Policy of fowing theSeeds 
of difcord amongft them. For that reafon'they employed their 
-Gold and Silver,.* which fucce^ded better .fh?n, Stqel and 
Armoui: haddofic 'betoiie^, . The Gree^^iaft^gked iayifibly |n' 
this manner by prefents, /fecretly coi>y^y^d into (be hands of 
thqfe who ^d tho gfeateil.ihafe^in \ijti^}f] GQverqn^^^t^ .w^rc 
divided by Demefti(i-fjealojific5,^aad;t\i?oQfl^,^hejr^vi^ 
arms againft thom&lve^, .which^bad ^jreQ^pr^.^^lhcA^ fv^perior^ 
» to^cwTi Enemies*. • . 

■ ' -^ • ' '. • ' - . ' J. . 

"No ^people upon earth evercgave up their Xlberties, nil the 
Spirit of Liberty was dcAroyed, till they werer corrupted and 
vitiated in their Principles ; this 1 aver a truth capable .of be-' 
ing proved from the Hiftory of all the Nations wlio Hiave bieh 
or are reduced to a State of Slavery. Standing arm^s thoujgh 
-very condticive and abfdlutely necfiffary to finifhingand 00-^ 
uining-defpptic Power, are iiotablcfK>OTeft this beloved* dar* 
lirtg of wicked Men, till the people are corrupted and have 
bft their*virtue ; Liberty reduced by corruption, feldoiti oif 
ever rifes again; but when it is defirOyed by cowquerini^ for-' 
cign force, the Spirit of Liberty ftiU -remains and will ^xect 
itfelf the fifft- opportunity, ' • 

Anollier way to introduce Slavery, and which has been 
generally made ufe of, is a f^anding Army, This,'beyoiid wftit 
is abfolutcly neceflary, is not to b^ idmirte'd in a fthc Gonntfy/ 
and even troop*? that may be neceflary ought to be:undiJr';i•re•^' 
gu^atlon, wh:6h may as inuch as poflible, '^^tnt. MmifteVs,' 
from yfing them for wiuked purpofes. li ri? npedlefi tO(^h- 
!_.__. .v. J. _. .__i:.t. _x 1 ^ ' Vie are liaWe tt)''fr^ 




fign'againft the cdiiftituti6n, yet they are Very pefmcT6us n^'erti- 

bijrs ,w iSv ciftty • They b^uljy ^a^d abtife the * Gcnjn'^y '^eoj^H^ 

abbiu them Y they ;di;0ui|b tlic ' Viila^es anrf^t6V4s } '"j^c^ n6t' 

4ind commit dxcelfdS ; ^ey debaifch inSFcnricc ^oung^el)pIef 

of 
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33V THE, BXrri»at!0!^irWAIlY ff^-OJf^ 
^o^bdith ^So«» to ? their :f«int«ad r'etcfiiiA 4fi£ni^» Thple trlh 

i{p>tb6.iMliiiR9&(ftures^ or did Jtkey ^e^lrA: d^eli; bread Dy.luidifar. 
bimr/ There rouft indeed he : fdnwjr trpofl- ift^ ajl Cfewmi ic«» 
faMrrl'Woiiid hftYevthefBt to>be-.ooly.ib. mi^nyi^rtlie. good and 
fafet}? of the. |ieopiei' may; t^€pHffi^ Gf>% as the ainl^iiioii and 
.jiMafure iE>^:a.Piiitee:or his-AlfniA^r may demafid. in a free 
Cwimryj fetvrortare reqliifiterthania any-other*. InanHland 
tbere ii^nct occasion tor fo.m9i>yAson, tb^ Confironty andJn. 
all; pkcdi the.jmilrc^ good ought tq b? the efid of Ke^^^- oa 
foot^aiirtfmy/eHher/gilcat or. itmiU ^^mtxxti^ itfis^i^Public; 
'whoffiaintains^laicmi 

Again; fn filcih aXSbVe^inlneAt as Biigbiid, IorgPa#liaixicmi 
hiV«i a bafd afpe^^td* Liberty^ When a* Minifter knows a Far^ 
liiantfht' h to' ftt> manyYfrai^ho w^l ufe all' pofiible means^to 
^iii it over to tii^ own-vie ws'} he can nnich better aiTord te 
gh^ tdrg^ Pcniiom^.and brtbeS'Co meit^ -who he expeds willibe 
HSrSeciyaiits nlany ¥ears, than to thofc who arc on^-tabefch 
for one, two or th^ee Years. Where Parliameiits fits but £bri 
JL ihort thimc, a Court muft be at a much greater expence te 
, hcfcp a Party on ribcif fide^. and get Ele<%i(m&agrceahle to their 
wH^ than wberePariiameiits a;re lofig and EjefS^iopp feldo^ 
^efldes, Met^bers of ihoi^t ParliaiTieAts will be^niorecac^tjjs^^ 
6fdffpka£ng. iheir conAi^^itts, thii^i N^embecs of long^ p«es» 
aflfed €ohfe<iiuently ^^11 not be btotigbt foeafily cvci. . It takes 
t^die Jto g^bie. an. lioaeil Parliament^ to pjck an4 cbti^ MejiH. 
;bej^ fk ibr ai miniAerial pui'|>oic ^ to bring mea of Chara6ler 
toifec cr^a^wes and toote.of a Party are thiogs to ^ doae by* 
degietfit^ and inji finte&of rime» w^'hailily Qr in % few mcmt^/ 
^If a^ Akdtt .Pibrliameat ihould be corrupted it oould nof ^^qA 
Ottr.tkftroAioiiy it migln mak$ the attempt, glvc^ the aiiarm,, 
and put people upon their guard, t^vrt it muft be ftiongPa^*. 
liament that can make us Slaves by Law ; it is thefe that Aeai! 
inienfibly upon us, and undermine «« indifcernably. Under 
1>retence of thie Public Safety, fiich Aflembljes will probably 
^ote aumerous armies, and teJl us that fgch armies cannot :^be 
daC^g^rous,, as they are allowed by Parliament ; but we are to 
remember that an .army propccding trom a corrupt Parliament 
is ofa^ armies the nioit terrible* Ag^irifi fbort rarliamehts it 
hatb bcexi ob}effted, that as thiey occafidn frequenf eledlions 
thejrkecp up a fpirit of diftcntioo, and prp4ir6e (loth and! idle* 
Jien amongft the people, by whicb Tradb andbufinef^ ai^e neg- 
leSted^ but I ato apt to think that if EleAions were triennial, 
more Peace and amijty, andief^ debavi^K<Qjry would prevaU^a^ 
^ey wovdd be carried on wtihjefs .j^eat-and aniniofity thaa 
mbitk Jth(^ ieldom neiumj^.aad ftiat it WQul^ t>efid^| be a 
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Check to bribery* iPerbaps at the firft two or three Eledlions 

Peopltt i^ght »^ z^ouily^ but it is better tafvfier.by. tlK^fe 
rimary broils than the lols of Liberty. ' - - 

Votes of credit are likewife great enemies to Liberty y they 
are fo dangerous to freedom that it is very rare that any time 
-or circttmi^ances can render them neceifery. By thefe free- 
men wholly dweft themfelves of Power, and. give up the 
Liberty in to the hands of the Prince ; it depends upon him to 
make them Slaves, or continue thcra free; with inch extent 
of power he can make them bend their necks to the yoke as 
%c fliall thmk proper. In England it bath been (aid, that du* 
ring the interval of Parliament they may be reafonably given, 
but I.never heard any good argument for the affertion. It re- 
-ouirei no fuch long time as fome imagine to call a^ew Par- 
. liament, in the laft Seflions ol a Parliament provilioa, may be 
riiade for a, fliort time againft any very fuddei^ exigency, and 
on its diffolution writs may b* diredlly iffued ©ut for new 
^EIe(Slions, which, if Parliaments wer(?.trien5iiaJ would not take 
up a great deal of time* 

The power which is given to Kings by vote of Credit, 

' IS very great ; greater thap Kilig^have occafion tor, ^d which 

, a good minifter will not advife his mafter to d^fi^e. Power 

is lodged in Kings for the good of thei^: people, not for their 

* deftrucftion; iior are they any more than the fervancs of the 
bute, The good of which they aught always to have in view. 

By votes of Credit, und gi viug great opportanitief, a Prince 
- who never thought of rendering himfelf abfolute, may be 
tempted to ft : there are few men great enough to withfland 
the Bait. Ambitious Minifters^wjll/put it into their mailer's 
head, will daily fing^the glories of the defpotic power, TThe 
:- greateft liappinefs of ^ fuch wicked Minifters confifts in haviijg 
their Levies filled with Slaves, waking their commands f ia 

• ihort to have within Gontroul the' whole people at their wilL 

A great number of Officers and a long continuance of them, 
and magrftrates in places of great truft 4pd power, -piay like^ 
wife' be attended with fatal c;ffe<fts to. Liberty. Public money 
(if they can reach it) i« the firil Saci^ifice ftp their infamous paf- 
iions. They introduce thebanes pf Liberty, anji banifh the 

' virtues: that uphold a State. Bcfides thefe evils, the maintain- 
ing fuch men is very chargeable to the public ; the fums that are 
iflued out for this end, might certainly be much beftter em- 
ployed, and turned to the public advantage. In England 
there are ac leaft pno half moive; poils^and^ places 4han ^rt 

;^apquifite. 
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Tv the Amlidt of the Extraordmaty North Britoii. 



SIR, 

The Profligacy of the Times I hope wHl be a fofficient Apo- 
fogy for the freedom I have taken in lending you aSecond Epiftic 
fo ^arly after you promifed mc the Indulgeance of the Infer- 
^on of my laft, and if you will pleafe to give this a Place as 
'Soon as poffidle you will greatly oblige your conftant Reader, 
May the nth 1769. S. J. 

INFERNAL S men, ye accuifed band, 

* Why rend you thus, the Vitals tv\my Land, 
This once fam'd Ifle, where Freed c^n always blaz'd, 

.Is now *by Traitors, made a Den of Slaves ; 

With T^rafttt Minds, borne on Ambition's Wings, 

My Laws you Spurn Deceive the beft of K — ^gs? 

My People robbed, Their Rights you trample down, 

Juftice forfook - — - lies proftratc on the Ground ; 

This and mudi more, ye Tyrant Monfters Whenc 

Is theCaufe But Take the confequence 

Beware e^r late, and my great Vengeance dread, 
Wot it fliall bufft. Like Thmnder on your Head, 
In vain (hall ye, on Rocks and Mountains call 
To hide your Heads, — • My wrongs demand them all^ 
Juftice your Crimes to punifhment fhall bring, . 
And change the Ribbon For the Block and String. 

Britannia. 



Printed and Sold for the Author, by W. Moore, 
No. 55. oppofite Hatton-Garden, Holborn ; where may 
be had the Second Edition of a Sermon from rhe 45th Pfalra 
and I ft Verfe, Price Three-pence. Likewife Compleat 
Sets of the Extraordinary North Briton's, or the Numbers 
Seperate ; and the whole Proceedings againft Mr. WILKES, 

from 1763, to the prefent time. Price One Shilling, and 

a Second Addition of No. LIII, containing a Poetical Ad- 
<lrefs to the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the 
County of Middlefex. (By a Lady) 
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NORTH BRITON. 

NUMBER LV. To ie CMttmeJ Weekly. 
SATURDAY, MAY 27, 1769. Price Threb-Penc£. 

To the Worthy and Independent Liverymen of London. 

GENTLEMEN, 

TH E very alarming fituation of the publk affairs of this 
nation cannot but fill every ferious, every thinking mind, 
with the greateft amazement. We fee every day the cruel 
depredations that are making upon the liberties, the properties 
of every fubjed in this realm, and unlefs an end is very fpeedily 
put to thefe arbitrary, defpotic proceedings, we muft deem 
ourfelves the moft abjedt Haves, The meafurcs an abandoned 
minifter, who is entirely loft to every fenfe of honour and 
national good, has', ever fince he filled the high office he now 
enjoys, imbibed, cannot but rcfledl the higheft difhonour, the 
greateft infamy upon his charafter. His name will be handed 
down to future ages as an abhorrence to all mankind, as 
deftrudive to every thing Juftice calls her own. 

The brave and independent freeholders of the county of 
Middlefex, have behaved with that manly, that conftitutional 
fpirit, which plainly indicates, and truly charadterizes an 
Englrfli name. They have, though dazzled with the pomp and 
fplendour of an Englifti court, bravely withftood every menace, 
and afted with that refolution which will ever endear them to 
the moft diftant age. They have, to the great concern of a 

venal, corrupt houfe of C ns, (hewn that the firft county 

in this kingdom, though fituated in the moft luxurious part, 
will never be bought, nor frightened into thofe meafures they 
would, if poflible, arbitrarily and unconftitutionally impofe. 

They 
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They have proved to you, to the whole world, that their voices 
were neither to be bought by the powerful aid of corruption, 
nor to be obtained by the mean, villainous art of threats. In 
fhort, their whole condudt has ever been fuch, as muft neccf- 
farily crown all their efforts in the end with fuccefs. They, 
though but a very fmall part of the inhabitants of this king- 
dom, have ftood forth as the champions and defenders of 
liberty, and have riiked all to purchafe this moil valuable of 
bleffings to future agss. Upon you, gentlemen of the livery of 
London, the eyes of the whole world are now fixed ; they wait 
for your determination, and hoping, by your example, to 
follow that of the firIF county in this kingdom. 

Though you have; been overpowered lately by an infamous 

crew of your own reprefcntativcs in the court of C on 

C — cil, fhall that be a reafon why the livery fhall not petition f 
Are their voices to guide yours, when your own properties, 
when the liberties of your whole race, are endangered ? In 
fine, (hall the howling and execrable venal cry of a few 
minifterial flaves. bind you, and all pofteritv, to come in the 
moft abjed bonas flavery can invent, or intamy torture. No, 
never let it be faid that the hitherto free and independent livery 
of London, are loft in the charms of court grandeur, and 
entirely given up to every thing that is bad, 

Rouze, fliew yourfelves in that manner, which has always 
indicated your charafter, and you will fail not of ftriking 
that blow which muft put an end to every cruel, every illegal 
pcrfecution. You will not only infure to yourfelves your own 
rights, but publifh throughout the whole world that of every 
Britifti fubjecft, and gain to yourfelves a name, which will ever 
make you memorable in the annals of hiftory, in the records of 
fame. You will gain that reputation which can never be fullied 
by the nioft artful minifter in future times. You will teach all 
pofterity to pome, that the liberties, the properties, the lives 
of Engliflh free fubjedls are not to be fported with by any part 
of the legiflature ; that every part muft combine, that they 
muft all agree together, before any law, however infignificant 
can be pafled. By adting v^ith refolution and courage, you will 
ftrike fuch a damp upon the fpirits of thofe who daringly 
oppofe you, that they will defire nothing but to fmk in 
oblivion, and wifh that their names may never be remembered. 
You will give the throne the greateft opportunity of chufing . 
wife, able and careful minifters, and add a luftre to the Britiih 
nation. You will prove to every deriding, to every inimicable 
nation, that the conllitution of this land is the moft excellent, 
its laws the moft wholefome, and beft execut^d^ You will 
let the world know, that the Freeholders of Middlefex are not 
contending in a wrong, but in a caufe which calls aloud for 

the 
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<hc afliftance of every Briton. You will fhew them that the 
chains of flavery arc not to be fettered or forced upon a free 
people, upon a people that have hitherto, and ever will, rgoicc 
in independence. 

Exert yourfelvcs in the moft exalted manner by the glorious 
example now fet before you ; fhew the K— g that your neigh- 
bouring brethren, the freeholders of Middlefex, are not the only 
difcon ten ted part of his fubjeds, but that the fame fpirit juftly 
rages throughout this kingdom ; that every man, who would 
willingly call himfelf free, is hindered by the bafenefs of his 

minifters, by the venality of a corrupt H— fe of C ns. 

Petition him to diiTolve that part of the legiflature, and^:all a 
new fet of reprefentatives from every part of this kingdom ; 
beg of hini to lay the ftrideft commands upon his minifters, 
that they neither interfere, nor in the leaft meddle with any 
cledion ; but that every ieledtor fhould be biafled by, and a(^ 
according to, his owii free will., / , . ^ 

If this falutary ftep is taken, there is not the leaft dovibt, 
but England may then hoift of a virtuous houfe of reprefenta- 
tives, a houfe fo Jong wanting in this land. We fhall then 
enjoy every man his own, and poffcfs with comfort the portion 
God has dlowed us to (hare. We .fhall, inftead of difcprd, 
difquiet, and uncafinefs^ fee harmony, unanimity and concord 
reign in tixis then bleffed iile, and every face glow with 
pleafure and content. 

The proper value of our prefent exiftepce docs not arife 
from the degree of exemption we may enjoy from troubles and 
calamities : nor is its value dinvnifhed by an overbalance:. of 
adverfity* All the evils of life, excepting flavery, proceed from 
the. providential hand of God, or ariJ'c out of the nature and 
conftitution of things. On this account, they are to be 
fubmittcd to : nor is it defirable to be removed from them to 
the ftate of the dead, one moment before it is determined by 
the will of God. The .ftate of life un^er thcfe afHidions, fo 
long as it is the will of God it fhould laft, is better for us than 
the ftate of the dead : not better for the prefent moment, in- 
afmuch as the ftate of the dead, who die in God's favour, is 
better, than even the beft condition upon earth : but better 
upon the whole, as it will appear in the ilTue of things. 

But the cafe of oppreffion is far different from natural or 
providential evils. It is an evil inflidtcd by the hand of man, 
a;id not by the hand of God: to which we are under no obli- 
gation to fubmit, which on the contrary v/e ought to refift to 
the utmoft of our pow,cr ; which deprives us of thofe natural 
rights which are the birth-right of every Englifhman; thofe 
natural rights which it is our duty to affert for ourfclves and for 
our fellow-creatures— thofe natural rights which ought iiot to 

be 
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beabr^gcrd^ indmucb as the pccfiomanre tiS <S)r 6Kitty ta Cml 
required the enjoyment of thorn in their Tigoor toA oxteot. 

In proporticm as wc are cramped in d[iet exertioQ of ow 
powers, our hands are tied from theatchievemeots ctfvirtue^ ai^ 
the office of duty^^^iikdiihg can be inore endent thaa the 
diniinutioa which is made of tho value of bvman life, by cif^ 
cumflances of oppit£&Qn» zccotdihg to the ^v«il-'knQ^ra» a«l 
jufliy ejctolied, fentiment of the Grecian pocr^ that 



Whatever day 



\ Make^ man ajfave^ takes halfhts %vorth away. 

Slavey 19 the fierceil adwrAuy of virtue, and the moft 
malignant defeater of al) the gracious purposes of God m crea«« 
tion, |)^vidence and redeaiptioo. It is ahiblutely incompa« 
tibk with the Office which a Chriflian owes tohi^God, and 
hk Savioar. The Lord's free man is obliged to cOndQ& him« 
felf according to his confcience, bv the rule of the^fpel, and 
(^ Ttmfi not bend, at the peri) of bis Ibql, to the imrighteous 

decrees of ufurpation : every oppreffivo dominion cm e^rth, is 
an opp€>fition to the reign and government of God. It is the 
will of God that his fub^eds fiH)uld be free to obey his reafen^ 
abte and equitabfe laws, which he has wrkten ia the humaa 
beart> and in the volume c^* revelation. And Ofwrefibss of the 
earth fhoold know> that the mighty and inrefiAihfe plan c£ 
Providence is againft them and their domimoo^ and will no<i 
^n\f be glori&ed in the demolition of their iniquitous gran* 
devir, but operate to the vindication, of ovei^ kidividud that 
has fnfiered in the periods of its duration. 

Man, in a Aate of flay ery, is neceflarily deprived of thai per** 
ibnal worth) that reverential awe of his own d%nity and 
importance, which is the fundamental pripciple of virtue in all 
its branches. Slavery converts the choic^ gilts ol God, and 
the nobleft powers and prerogatives of huinan nature, into the 
AtciptO. of misfortunes. Reaiba itfelf, imparted to as for the 
guide of our alliens, and the bafis of our advancement from oimi 
degree of moral happine^ to another, becomes the greateft of 
curfes^ if we are not at liberty to foBow its direAions. Hap<^ 
pier far is any animal> when abridged of its liberty, that 
moves by the blind impulib of original infttnc^, and io much 
happier as it is more remote in its diftance from the intellednal 
fyftem. 

And how miferable are the purpofes defeated hy flavery^ 
which the Creator propofed from the human paffions 1 That 
rich magazine of inftrumcnts and forces, to which virtue was 
to be indebted for many^ a brave f efiftance, and many a glcw 
rious eonqueft, of the infernal powers of temptatbn-^To 
what end> under the haughty rod of oppreflk>a, ihonid any 

man 
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man be a father? Orwhy fhould the innocent virgin forget her 

native home and throw herfclf in the arms of a fond protedtor? 

Shall it be to propagate a generation of Haves ? What profpedt 

fo bitter and diftrefsful ! Slavery admits not of thofe viciffitudes 

of fortune, from whence human happinefs derives its relifliin 

this imperfect ftate; fufFers not life to be chequered with a diver- 

fity of events; knows no day of profperity contrafted againft 

a day of adverfity;' but involves the whole period of life in one 

black night of fubftantial mifery. In flavery, where is the C 

vigour, the gaiety, and uncontroulcd wildnefs of amiable 

youth ? The blood fhould flow quick in the veins, and pleafure 

fhould redden in the cheek. But alas! it fades, droops, and 

fickens, like a flower half flripped by the feverity of tem- 

pefl: whilfl old age fhrugs under a fenfe of it injuries, like 

an oak blafled in the trunk. 

In all other cafes of afHidion it is our duty to fubmit, and 
endeavour the prolongation of life. But in cafe of flavery, 
life lofes its value, and it becomes our duty to hazard it in 
defence of liberty: not to' throw it away in a fit of unmanly 
defperation, not pufillanimoufly to deflroy it ourfelves, becaufe 
we are weary of it, but nobly to hazard it when the caufe offree- 
dom calls for our afliflance. For when it is out of our power 
to refifl the force of oppreflion, the cafe is altered; it may 
then be deemed a chaflifement of the Almighty, and accord- 
ingly requires our patient endurance, waiting however, and 
imploring the compaffion of the Deity, that a period may arife, 
when the blood of the hero will not be fpilled in vain. 

To be contented in flavery is the meanefl of vices, but to 
contemn life, and to welcome death in the defence of liberty, 
is the part of excellent heroic virtue. T© which the fentiment 
of fblomon, ** that the ftate of the dead is to be preferred to 
the life of the flave," is an ufeful flimulating principle. It is * 
a principle full of honour, generofity, and benevolence: and 
^ he that ads under the influence of it, is infinitely more valuable 
than the cringing dependants of tyranny and ufurpation, who 
enjoy an ignoble repofe and fplendour, founded on the miferies 
of a great part of their fpecies. — And while thefe in/^mous cha- 
- rafters are facrificing to interefl: 'every publix; conlideration, 
and preparing chains for all pofterity tvo come, the friend of 
liberty, having put all to the hazard in the juft vindication of 
it, beholds with fatisfadlion the vital blood flowing from 
. his veins, as the price of freedom in future generations: and 
being fitted to fliine in a fuperior orb, burfts from the prifon 
of mortality itfelf. 

Should any one be defirous to have Solorpon's preference 
accounted for, of the ftate of him who hath not yet been,. 
to that both of the living and the dead, let me acui, 

th..t 
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that it demands our particular notice, that he doe* not fay^ 
better is lie that fhall never be born, bdt^ better k he that 
hath not yet been. And his meaning undoubtedly is this : 
becaufe he may be born in better times, and have an eafier and 
pleafanter paffagc through life j when an a?ra of liberty fhall 
have fucceeded the times of oppreflion ; when human life may 
appear in its highcft degree of eftimalion, and the fons of men 
£s yet unborn, whofe nativity is fufpended^ till tyranny (hall 
have its fall, may not only enjoy a more agreeable p^flage dowrt 
the valley of time, butpoliefs fuperior advantages k% candidates 
for eternity. 

This pallage of Solomon, which has bctn generally mifun- 
derftood, and interpreted in a fenfe dilgraceful to its royal 
author, is truly worthy of him, and contains a noblt fenti- 
ment in favour of liberty, which does imhiortal honour to 
one of the grcateft and wifeil of kings. 

The moft contemptible charadter upon the face of the earth 
is formed, when tyranny, the mod ignoble of pafllohs, takes 
pofleffion of a royal and imperial breaft. And majefty on tfoe 
other hand, receives the higheft acceflion to its greatntfs, wheh 
it delights to convert its power into a guardian of the liber- 
ties cf mankind. By this godlike quality, the kings of 
Britain that adorn the fhort line of Brunfwick (may it never 
have a period !) have dcmonftrated their hearts to have beeh 
greater than their thrones. And ail great and wife kings> and 
all great and wife men, whatever be their ftationfe, will 
infallibly, tread in the fteps of Solomon, and be friends to 
liberty, 

R. G. 



%* The Publifher rf The Extraordinary Nortfl Briton returns his fin- 
cere thanks to his Correfpondcnt W. G. for hisprortiife of the names 
and places of abode of thofe 296 Gentlemen who voted for Mr. 
Luttrell, the laft Eledlion at Brentford, in oppofitiofi to Mr. 
Wilkes, and aflures him and the Public (if they arc received) they 
fhall appear fome time next week, in a North Briton Extra- 
ordinary. 
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To the loiTVLo^ 2jf/Af Extraordinary^ North. BRiTONf 

S I R, 
PLEASE toinibt tliefcdlomqii^reiBtfks <m*t^^ condiia of 

!^ ENGLISHMAN^ 

Vmo Bng /> S m en^ andtMr tyrant Jhoay 1 

hike bloodhound Nero — they make Mofi their prey. 

TN juftice to myfelf a& an Bhgll{hman» I fake tip« my pen in 
-I viiidication-of my own rights — fired with a juft indignation 
at the many infamous fteps that have been taken in violation of 
the rights of the bravefb people in the world — and by the moft 

profligate and oroftituted m that ever difgraced the Britifh 

nation — and alarmed at the dreadful oonfequences that feem 
to threaten us, from the lofty mifidfr of thofe exalted tyrants^ 
and which- will inevitably prove fatal* to every fubjedt of the Bri- 
tifh ifle, if not timely oppofed^. and with a fpirit becoming a 
brave, free, and loyd people; The time feems to be at hand» 
that fliall terminate whether we fliall be flaves or free — then, 
fl>all we now fupinely fit down; and tamely fufFer the galling 
' yoke of flaveryj op bddly .dete^ the villains that have robbed 
tis of our propei?tics, and then would take away our birthrigjits? 
Shall murderers wreak their hands in Britifh blood, and the 
aflafiins be fuffcred to efcape unpUnifhed; which has been the 
cafe in two feveral^ inflances of a very recent date, and thq; 

offenders. 
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offenders not only been proteded by authority, but even 
rewarded for the horrid deed. — I fay, (hall murderers, and the 
authors of their guilt, with thfclr pths dipt in blood, roam at 
large, and glory in their fhame, whilft men of greater abilities 
and integrity, friends to the Britifti conftitution, are doomed to 
linge^^u^ a life cj^jmijfery jn jfte g^o4[y ^eiSt oC4Jc{4hfome 
dungeon, which is now the fituation of the geateft patriot of 
thefe days, even when his country calls aloud — but in vain— 
fbr his jrlMaffTljeii* thpe gran* council! of tlWnalrtBn ^-w-:*Tl■fe 
Siippiik'A o^im#5 a^fcd^ei %j«inft lAn% arJJngsriUpJtible iritb 
the numberlefs wrongs he has and is now fuffering, from the 
implacahje and unrelenting Visngeancepf an infoleDtilod.QVct- 
baring favourite, and his minions, for being too juftly deted- 
ed inr the ffttud tftat w^s^ ccju^lly ittpofed opon the " C '^ ^ h and 

the nation. .. . . , >> 

Have we npt feen the rights of the freeholders of th? fjrft 
c6tfrify in fi'rfgliftd r^|>d^d>f iitvad6fi,-aftd at^fdiVviofciftly 

wr e fted fres^ th€H^ by^the m y a»d theic^ fafli g iiy and 

placed in the hands of thieves and robbers? 

Another fcene^ not lefs infanrious^.may be difcover^d by the 
'iifente of- the iti-^-^-^y >)frith regard' tcr tAe* ^pprchenfion e^ 
M'Quirk, for being a fecond time found guilty of wilful^ mur-^-:v^ 
der. — Had the crime been lefs injurious to the'publid, ora *" 

,flighftoffiafice'b«n ^ifwn taa^^Sc-^^-^an',; ttc fliocdd bdft)rt tflfe 
time have been infiihdd. with ai fcriii^ adve^Jtifameni! in ,the 
Gaeette, figned by one of his M y's S — t — s of S — te, 

'with a'prbmifed reward oT five hundred pounds for the appre- 
hend|n|f fhe offender; which was the c^c but a few^veeks 
fince, oc.eafion^d by ^flight fcraftch received by Mr. K-^ — fs, 
a North-Briton, at the time the fulfome addrefs from the city 

^as preftnled. Thus we fee robberies and murders commit- 
ted, and the offenders £;:reeQed by their abettors from pubKc 

Juftice. . 

Roufe, then, my countrymen, in defence of your owp 

./ighfs and libertie^^ which are invaded, and in vindication of 

. the innocent blood fpiU by m ■ al aflaffins, which now 
cries aloud for vengeance-— -Roufe, I fay, and with the fpirit 
of Engliflimen, let us demand reftitution for the wrongs 
done to an injured nation. As Britons, let us be ever watch- 
ful over the invaluable bleflings of freedom which we have 

, enjoyed— derived to us from our fore-fathers at the price ^f 

fa much blood — then let us tranfmit^it pure and untainted to 

^ur children, that our pofterity may not curie us ia the agonia- 

ing chains of flavery. 

,...'-' F(fr 
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For ffie ExTRAOKDtNARY North Briton. 

T a time wheo raaay porM 6f the kii^4om are prcfentiftg , 
addrefie^ to tbe. throne, couched itt theiiK>ft fervik terms, , 
itrinay npt be improper to prefent nny readers wkh fome curfory 
obfervatKMis ofv that fubjed. * , f 

• As I w,riteiii bafte, it cannot be e3ppe<9ied tiMtt I ftould afcer- - 
tain the particular period of time, in l^hieh thia laudaWe , 
cn&om took. its rife, or deduce the regakr progrcfe, which it : 
made from its firft origin, to* that general vogdc, iii which it > 
now prfeviih ; for this woul4 require fuch a careftd rt^riew pf 
the Engtijh hiftoty, as the prefcnt (horcnefs of time will not^^ 
aUow. I f&dl therefore only obfervc, as to thi^ points that it ■ 
hath been .the pradice, time out of mind, for the city ,of ? 
London, the two Unhirfities, the focieties of the Tempfty Lifp* [ 
cdhii-lnn and Grays-Inn^, as well as other confiderajbld bodies- . 
of this kingdom, to Petition or Addrefs the throfte uposi all » 
great. and extraordinary occafions; in which they haive beeni ; 
imitated for. fame reigns paft, by moft of the inferior corpora-* : 
tions, which have certainly an equ^ right to do; it if they • 
think proper. * - . 

The firft .(Jefign of this praftice was manifcftly to make the • 
prince regnant jicquainted with the genuine Jenfe and opimons of . 
his people; fo that he niight know how to regulate his meafures, * 
according to- their true intereji and noiflies, which will- always ? 
confirm them in- their allegiance^ and procure him their unr- , 
feigned affeSlion.^ This defign, therefore, was of the moft excel- • 
lent and ufcful nature; for as fovcreign princes, by>ithc*: 
eewnence of their ilation, and that ipajefty which it is n«:ef- : 
- fcrtPy for them to maintain in their deportnaeat, arfciri a manrtcri 
fijcKidcd from the world, and cannot have the advantage oF: 
hearing the various fentiments of mankind, by mingling in . 
ordinary converfetion, it is highly expedient, that the general 
feftfe of their fubjcdts fhould be communicated to them in this^. 
public manner, upon all great occafions, in order to direft 
their judgment,: and fecure them againft the mifreprefcnta- . 
tions oi felfijh znA ill-defgning miriifters. 

This being the true intent of addreffmgy it follows that all » 
declarations of that kind ought to be perfedlly voluntary^ and. 
freeirom every fort of infiidence, dire£lion, or management what- 
foever ; for addrefles procured in another manner, can fervet 
only to miflead'die judgment of the prince, inftead of in-* 
forming it, and to alienate the afFeftions of his; people, by 
pUffuipg meafures, which, in his apprehenfion> were* recom-' 
mended to him by their concurrent voice. 

Artifices of this^ kind, which are of the mpft dangerous 
nature^, and de£:rve^^the moft infaokous name«. have been fre-*t 

quently 
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auently prtfdtifed in fome late reigns, (but I believe never more 
lan in the prefent) in which tne people have been unwarily 
or knaviihly made the tools and inftruments of ambitious men^ 
contrary to their own intereft, judgment or inclination. 

Lord CiarendoTiy and other biftorians, inform us> that, in the- 
beginning of the Civil Wars, feveral fadious petitions, me* 
morials, and remonibiances werefet on foot in the city^ by the 
contrivances of artful men, and figned by vaft multitudes of 
apprentices, porters, and others of the fame rank, which greatly, 
contributed to the troubles of thofe times. 

After the Refloration, the court, who had obferved the in- 
fluence which thofe papera had on the naticm, and what dif- 
fervice they had been of to the royal canfe, refolved, if pofli- 
ble, to turn the flream, and fpirit \x^ Jubjcriftiom of the fame 
kind in favour of their proceedings ; in which they were fo« 
fuccefsful, that in a few years all ^e fadion, malevolence, and. 
difcontent which u£cd to ifTue from thence, to the great annoy- 
ance of the court, was turned inta the groffeft flattery,., 
panegyrick and adulation. In that reign it was a. common* 
pradtice for the minifters, when they, had any favourite point to« 
carry, or any flagrant meafure to palliate, to get them recom- 
mended by a loyal addrefs from the city of LohdoHr which I 
have heard ufed to be managed in this manner. They firft (^alls 
made it their bufinefs by their influence in the city (which was- 
not half fo confiderable in thofe times as k is at prefent) to get 
a majority in the court of Aldermen. By the fame methods 
they ufually prevailed in the eledion of iuch perfons for Sheriffs'^ 
as were at their devotion ; and fome other leading men were 
alfo retained in their interieft l^ penfions, places, or larga- 
4ealings with the crown. Whenever, therefore, they had done 
any vile adion, and thought it convenient to be juftifled andi 
flattered, th^ drew up fuch an Address as they thought 
proper themfelves, and gave it to one of their trufty friendac 
and creatures to broach it in the city; to get it figned by 
a fufiicient number of hands, and prefented in form, a gentle-- 
man (who had been privy to fome of thefe tranfad:ions) faid 
that he had ieen addreffes di thofe times, which had been fub* 
omed and promoted in the moft vigorous manner, figned by 
coblers, porters, and the meaneft of the rabble ; for as the- 
number of hands was the chief point in- view, they cared but 
little of what rank or condition they were. He farther ob-- 
ferves, that, upon looking over fome of the rolls, he faw but 
few fubfcribers, whom he had ever heard of before ; that 
feveral odd names feemed to be written by the fame hand, and 
feveral others in difguijed and counterfeited characters. 

From thefc circumflances we may judge how and in what 
manner the late addrefs from a few infignificant merchants of 

the 
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the city of London was procured^ which was a grofs affront 
offered to the king, and a bafe impofition upon the principal 
merchants of that great and opulent city. For by an adl of the 
13th of Charles t\ic Second, it is provided that no perfori fliall 
folicit, in the city of London^ any addrefs to the king, unleft 
the matter thereof have been firft confented unto and ordered 
by the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen and Commons in- Com- 
mon-Council Assembled^ 

Loyalty is a very good word; birt like moft others being 
wrefted firft by defign, and afterwards by- ignorance and cuftom, 
from its original and virtuous fignification. does now frequently 
bear^ very bad one.. In an honeft fenfe, indeed in common 
fenfe, iu means no more than the fquaring our adtions by the 
rules pf good laws, and ah attachment to a conftitution fupported 
by fuch. ' 

Other meanings have fince been fathered upon that word, 
fuch as it abhors. To bcarftupidly the wild or deliberate ill 
a<5ts of a tyrant overturning all law, and to affift him in it, 
has been impioufly called l/^^^//y> though it was all the while 
on the other fide; as it is the very office and genius of loyalty, 
to defend law, virtue, and- property ; and to pull down, as 
traitors and difloyalifts, all who aflault them. 

Whoever is. lawlefs*,. is difloyal ; and to boaft of loyalty to 
difldyalty, is' ftrange nonfenfe ; a paradox firft invented by . 
folenin and pernicious pedants, whofe trade it is to pervert* 
the ufe of words, and the meaniag of things, to abufe and' 
confound the human underftanding, and to miflead the vvorld- 
inta mifery and darknefs. . ' 

To obey a prinqe, who does himfelf obey the laws, is con- 
fefled on all hands to be loyalty ; from hence one \yould natu- 
rally think, that, by every rule of reafon, it might be inferred, 
that, to obey one who obeys no law, is a departure from all 
loyalty, and an outrage committed upon it; and that both he 
who commands, and he who obeys, are outlaws and difloyalifts : ' 
ajid yet thefe fame ungodly pedants fhall maintaih it to your 
face, that though loyalty confifts in obeying a go6d prince,- it 
alfo confifts in the very contrary, and in obeying a wicked * 
prince ; who, though he be an enemy to God, is the vicegerent 
of God ; and though he commit all wickednefs, yet does it by 
divine right ; and though it be a fin to obey him, yet it is a 
damnable fin to refift him; in ihort, that all the inftruments 
and partners of his grimes are loyalifts; and all who defend 
law, virtue, and mankind, againft fuch monfters, arc rebels, 
and afluredly damned, for preventing or refifting adions which 
deferve damnation : and thus men become rebels, by adting 
virtuoufly againft the worft of all rebels, who are reftrained by 
ne confiderati^n, human or divine. 

Difloyaltj 
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Difloydty is indeed rarely the crime of fubjc<^« aAd privatfe 
men j and t\ity who charge it moft upon others^ ari thofe wh6- 
pradife it moft themfelves* King Richard the Second, and^ 
Edtvard the Second, were tha greateft rebels in Engidnd, in 
their own tlme^ 

No man ought to be exempt from the ties of th* laws ; and 
the higher any man is, the more tics be ought to be under. 
All power ought to be balanced, with equal reftraints, elfe' it 
will certainly grow mifdiievous : he' vi^ho knows no law but his 
own luft, feldom obftrvcs any other. Befides» there are fucH 
things as the eternal laws of mercy, juftice^ and truth, Itgible 
by every man's natural reafon, when it is not blinded by craft ; 
and whoever obfcrvcs not* thefe, Idt him be called by what: 
name he will, is a rebel to all the world, and' it is loyalty tb 
all the world to purfuc him to deftrudion. 

Brutus^ who expelled the royal and rebellious rdc6 of the 
Tarquins, wa» the moft loyal man in Rome; and his fons who 
would have reftbred them, were the greateft rebels* in Rome: 
the Roman people, therefom^.afted juftly,. when they,rewarded 
the father with the chiefs magiftracy ; and the fttther adcd' 
juftly, when he facrificed the traitors of his own loins to the* 
liberties and refentments^ of the i^oman people. 
. A learned prince, who knew not much of government, and 
pradifed lefs than he knew, didtyet oWn, that a king is only 
the chief fervant ofthefiat£. The law ought to be the meafure- 
of his power and addons, as much aas of any private man's, 
:aiid nK>re ; as his example is of greater influence, and as his 
opportunities and temptations to break them are greater than 
any private nlan's can be; and the only joft reaibn that can be 
affigncd why thofe crimes which ire pimifhed with death in a* 
fubjed, have been often committed with impunity by a chitrF 
magiftrate, was^ becauic the fiation which he was in, gaVe hittt' 
fuch ftrength, and fuch a party, diat, to have puniftied him^ 
the public quiet muft have been riiked or (haken. 

No good prince will pretend that there is any toyalty dufe to 
him, further than he himfeif is loyal to the laws, and* obfervant 
of his people, the maters of kings and of laws. 

■ ■ ■ ■ . " 

The Publijher ofthi Extraordinary North Briton begs pardon of the PubHc^fw ntft 
ccmplying with hir propojal of publijhing the Vifl cf the 7.cA freeholders^ who voted 
for Mr. Ltetterell^ at the lafl elehion for the county of MtddlefeXy the perfon wha^ 
prcmifed it 1o the pmblijhtr mi 'having complied with his prcnmje of fending it this 
iiaek : but he hopes to be able to oblige them wi$h iijion. 

Printed and Sold for the AUTHOR, by T. BRAYNE, Nov 55, oppoite 

Hatton-Ga den, Holborn. 

Where; may pc had, Price Three-pence, th« Third Edition of a Remarkable ' 
PjOLiTicAL S£RMOK, from the 45th Pfalm, and the firft Verfe. Likewife 
Compleat Sct3 of the Extraordinary North Briton, or t!w Numbt iti : 
fcparatc. 
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Tq t6e Authosl (f the Extraordinary North Brxton. 

SIR,. 

TH E immenfe number of addrcffes, which of late have 
been fufFered to approach the Britifh throne, from thofe 
once rebellious, but now his majefty's pioft dutiful and loyal 
fubje(5ts, in the bleak mountains of the north; and the infa- 
mous meafures purfued in obtaining them, muft roufe the 
breaft of every true Englifliman,-— Is Scotland, at laft, become 
the deftined place for loyalty, that we are fo repeatedly up- 
braided -with their abhorence of the pretended fadtion, that 
prevails amongft the faithfulleft of his majefty*s fubjeds?— - 
Faifliondid I fay ?-— Rather call it a noble exertion in the defencx 
tof their own rights, founded on the ftandard of Magna Charta, 
which have been fo repeatedly invaded by the wrefcherf^tbols 
of an ignorant minifter. It is my intention, in this letter, to 
take a flight' furvey of fome of thefe curious produdtions, and 
pf the paft condu<3: of thofe wretches who h tve now put^ on 
^e mark of hypoerify.. They begin- thus: ** At a period when 
" ^f^^fp^n^ ^ffy^i"^^ /^nd licentious opf^j^Mott to govertvnenty - have 
•' made fo long a progrefs in the metropolis oj your Majejifs do- 
*' minions.*' ' 

Mofi Gra ious Sovereign, 

A% a period wJken-theJpirit of fadiion^and licentious tfppvJitioA 
"^^ Jo government have made Jo alarming a progrefs in the 
meiropolis of your majejiys dominions. 

Wc 
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We your faithful, dutiful, and loyal fubjedts, the provoft^ 
magiftrates, and council of your borough of Invernefs, would 
think ourfclves wanting in that duty we owe to God, our king,, 
and country, did we continue filentVithout declaring our entire 
abhorrence of fuch feditious and riotous proceedings, mani- 
feftly tcnding^to fpread difcord and diflatisfadrion ampngft your 
fubjefts, to deftrOythe peace and quiet of your mild and equi- 
table reign; in fhort, to throw into convulfions one of the beft 
inodelled conftitutions under the fun. 

Confcious of our happinefs in the full and free enjoyment of 
all our religious and civil rights under the guairdianfhip of an amF- 
able prince, the goodnefs and integrity of whofe heart are univer- 
fdly acknowledged, in defiance of factious men and mutinous, 
raeafures, we beg leave, moft gracious fov.ereign, to aflura your 
majefty of our unalterable attachment, to your perfon and 
family, of an inviolable fidelity to your government, and a 
iixed apd determined rcfolutioa to fupport it with every meaa 
in our power, and to approve ourfelves in every inftance^ with 
loyalty to our king, reverence for our confUtution, refpedl for 
the laws, and a due attention to order. 

Signed by appointment, and ia prefence of the cotmcil, this 
3 1 ft of March, 1769, by, 

IF. M'IntoJh, Provoft. 

What progrefs of fadion have we had fo alarming ?— -Has 
the capital been invaded ? Or from what quarter has the tu^ 
mults arofe? If it has been in this alarming fituation, why did 
not the inhabitants of that capital complain to their Ibvereiga 
of the infults received; or what fadion has there been, even ia 
the whole kingdom of England, during the period of three fuc- 
ceflive reigns, fo dangerous to the ftate, or fo deftcuftive to 
our laws and religion^ as thofe in the years fifteen and forty- 
five? — Another of thefe curious performances runs thus^ 
** But that a fet of men flwuld b^ found amongfi usfd audactoujl^- 
^* wicked and abandoned^ as. openly to infidt their fovereignJ' 

To the King's moft Excellent Majefty.. 

The humble addrefs of the provoft, magiftrates, and bur- 
geflfes, of his royal burrough of Fortrofe, aflcmbled im 
council, on Tuefday the 4th day of April, 1769* 

Moji Gracious Sovereign^ 

■fX/r E your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds,. the 
^^ provoft, magiftrates, and Burgefles, of your royal bur- 
rough of Fortrojfc,. highly fenfible of the many blcffings we 

cnjoy^ 
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enjoy under your moft aufpicious reign, which has dlfplaycd 
fuch (ignal marks of your majcfty's tender regard for the wel- 
fare of your people, and for the fupport and farther improve- 
ment of that excellent conftitution of government under which 
we live, think ourfelves at this time particularly called upon to 
join with all theundeludcd part of your majefty's fubjedls, in 
conveying to the foot of your throne a renewal of thofe decla- 
rations of duty, gratitude, and attachment, which we owe to 
the beft of princes. 

Whilft we, in thefe remoter parts of yonr majefty's domini- 
ons, ftill enjoying the utmoft tranquility, the happy fruits of 
a mild and well-regulated government, we cannot help being 
alarmed at the audacious (pirit of tumult and fedition, we now, 
with equal aftonifhment and concern, obferve breaking out in 
the neighbourhood of your majefty's refidence; the tendency of 
which, is, if not timeoufly crufhed, to embroil the moft inno- 
cent and moft remote of your majefty's faithful fubje<Sls in the 
confequences of a confufion and anarchy in which they have no 
part, and which they abhor. 

That a few ignorant and unwary people, tainted with that 
riot and debauchery, which fo frequently prevails in overgrown 
towns, fhould eafily become ready tools for fadtion to work 
upon, is neither matter of much furprife nor alarm; but that 
a fet of men jhould be found amongjl us fo audacioujly wicked and 
abandoned, as openly to infult their fovereign, to traduce the great 
council of the nation, to obftrudt the regular execution of the 
laws, to arraign the courts ofjujiice, and endeavour to injlil into 
the minds qfymir majfjiys fubjeSls, ajealoujy of your government y 
and an injurious diftruft of your fervants, under the fpecious 
but falfe pretence of maintaining the caufe of liberty, which, 
in reality, they are endeavouring to fap the foundation of, is 
matter of very ferious concern ; and calls ' upon us, with the 
reft of your majefty's faithful fubjedts, to ftand forth and declare 
cur utmoft abhorrence of, and indignation at, the infamous but 
impotent attempts of thofe profligate men, who have ventured 
to trade upon fuch hazardous ground; and that, we will moft 
chearfully, at the rifque of our lives and fortunes, exert 
the utmc^ of our power, to oppofe every attempt that ftiall be 
made to violate the refpeft that is due to government, or to 
leiTen that authority that is vefted in your majefty, in the high 
court of parliament, and in the courts of juftice; confident that 
as there rcfts fufficicnt power in them to give an efFedual check 
to every invafion of this kind, fo the moft vigorous and con- 
ftitutional means will fpeedily be applied to obtain that end fo 
much wiflied for by all the wife and thinking part of the nation ; 
with, whom we joia in. oflfcring up our fupplications for per- 
petuating 
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petuating to us the bleffing we enjoy under your majefty's mild 
apd moft aufpicious government. 

Sigoed by our appointment, in our name and prefence, by 
colonel Hedtor Munro, our provoft. 

HeSior Munro. 

Who has infulted, or tpok up arms againft their lawful fove- 
reign, but the highland chiefs? To whom is England indebted 
for the proud rebellion forced into the bowels of her country? — 
Scotland. — ^Was not the inhabitants of feveral counties in the 
north of England, under the rapacious rage of a faftious crew, 
their houfes ranfacked and plundeted, and by whom, but the 
Scottifh rebels ? And had not their black defigns been fruflrated 
in the total defeat obtained over them at CuUodcn, by that 
great fcourge of Scotchmen and rebellion, our late royal hero 
the illuftrious prince William duke of Cumberland, had not 
that viftory been compleat, England had now perhaps been 
under that infamous yoke of popery and.flavery, by their fbfr- 
ting a bafe pretender on the throne; 

Then each Briton would have felt tlie fatal bkmy 
And Scotchmen triumphed in their overthrom^ - 

And behold thefe pretended conformifts arc now the loudefl: 
that are heard to bellow out " Stop thief!" Shame — ihame on 

the proftitution of our m ^y, to fuflfer then^felvQs to fee their 

f ri deceived, by their placing thefe northern ferpents in 

his bofom; have they not ever been a difconten ted people, even 
from the firft afcention of the illuftrious femily now on the 

t ^ne of thefe kingdoms? Can we then reafon^bly fuppofe 

them to be more dutiful fubjeds to his prefent m » , than 
to either of his two laft predeceflbrs? The fuppofition i^ 
abfurd; as I am afraid they would gladly return to the waJlowr 

ing in the mire. They ferve not their , but thernfeWea; 

and, by fine words and fair fpeeches, wpuld deceive tbp Iwarts^ 
of the fimple, — here they have the impudence to exprefs thrinr 
felves in the following tcrn^s^: ** Nay^ thejf daring mifcreants 
•* have the infolence to conoial their nmrji ofpurpofes^ unjkjc the^c^ 
** cioui majk of liberty.'* 

To the King's moft Excellent Majefty. 

The humble addrefs of the magiftrates and counsellors of 
the burgh of Renfrew. 

Mojl Gracious Sovereign^ 

TT7 E your majefty's dutifiJ and loyal fubjeds, the magiftrates 
^^ and counccUors of the burgh of Renfrew, in common, 
council allembied, beg leave to approach your royal throne,^ 

with. 



Digitized by 



Google 



NoL57- NORTH B a I T O IN. 343 

mth hftru fait of gntitude fw ite niany ble^Mge we ei&^y 
iindtr your majeily's ^ti^icious reigi». 

it IS vhh AirpHze and kmow we l^cor ^tlie mwiy tmimpls^ 
viiich huvc been made of kte, by foti^ &<lki(Mts tiod dkfi^Aing 
mea, totndamfi the ouTKis of ourfdlD^ir^fubjofts^wlwrb^ 
of riot aod Ikrentioufnefs, as wttl hantly gain ttcdit wkife paft^'- 
nty. Na^p tkifo Jarhtg mjfa^ionts hdvi tfie mfalence t% cxkMul 
Mr xaor/ rfp^f^ ^^^ the f^cims mfk ^iiiertyi antj, 
iivvng amirr a govefatnent whc^ peculkr <hanaid»'iftlciB wc 
laildAefs and jc^rce, under a prince> t^ undwiaditg rale of 
whofe oondoift is the bappinefs of his fubjeds, bsftiy attempt «b 
diibirb the peace of that prinoe, and tramfile- oa the Mthdvity 
that government. 

Hemote from thefe (cencs of tumult and confufion which 
have lately agitated the capital, we beg leave to aflure your 
ma)efty, that, in our fplicre, we will endeavour to maintain 
«eate, order, and obedience to ihe kws, on vAfch die vtry 
Wifltg of gpvecnmcat depends. 

Witfiam SmeraeR^ Provo^ft. 

What hidden purpofe or concealment is there, which is not 
Ibf the publick good? Is not the caufe become general ? Has not 
the conftitution been* fhaken to its very foundation, by defign- 
tog men in power? Is it become treafon to oppofc thefe tyrant 
invaders in tneir bold career? Muft our properties be taken away 
and we thca be debarred the privilege of complaint? Muft our 
endeavours to> regain our loft liberty be fruftrated by thefe bold 
intruders of the north, whofe breath is fouler than the cold 
blaft that proceeds from, the mountains of which they are inha- 
bitants ? Again^ they fay,. ** To arraign the ctmrts of juftice and 
•• endeavour to mJitUinta the minds of your majejiy' s fubjeSls ajea^ 
f* hu^ of your government. *' How far juftice has been executed 
with equity betwixt maniand man, I will not take upon me to 
pronounce; but the truth may be feen by feveral late determi- 
nations in the above-mentioned courts of judicature. The fol- 
lowing paflage I cannot pafs by unnoticed as it is the moft cu- 
rious of tnem alU and merits the attention of the public; which 
begins in this ftrain : — '* And that we will, with our lives and 
^[Mtunes,. fupport your majefty in the due execution of the 
laws/* — Wonderftd! — ^Arc thefe boafted champions of our 
f n , whofe lives and fortunes are at the fervice of our 
p — -— ? But I am afraid, upon examination, the fortunes of 
fomc of them will be found rather deficient, as they were for- 
feited to the crown, together with the lives of fome of their 
rdationSt for being too much concerned in the aforementioned 
ttbellion; uul I am in great.doubt that they will be but of little 

fupport: 
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Ajpport, unlefs the latter has been reftored to them, by the in- 

terceflion of their grand patron Laird B , whofe impetuous 

tyranny has been thecaufc of all our uneafinefs and difcontent. 
I fhall now take my leave of thefe defamers; but cannot con- 
clude without making an inquiry, in what finglc inftance our 
gracious fovereign has been in danger. It might be fuppofed 
that the t— e was adlually invaded by the alarm thefe affrighted 
Jacobites entertain, and the afliftance they have offered for the 

fupport of his m . What fupport is there needful for Co 

beloved a prince, who ever reigns in the hearts of his people? 
Or what dangers impending, that his public and private vir- 
tues will not be a fufficient barrier againft them all ? 

S. I. 
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Dedicated to the .marquis of BJ^ckingfumtf the duke of Portlandy, 
and lord Albemarle ^ 'who have fo generoujlv fubfaribed three hun- 
dred pounds each^ towards, thefupport of a number of diJireffeS 
famtties^ in the ijland of Corjica. By ^t heir moft devoted humble: 
fervant^ the author of the E^tnaordinary North Briton. 

Periculofum ejl credere et non credere : 
Vtriufque exemplum breviter exponam rei. 
HiPPOLiTUS obijt^ quia Novercae creditum eji: 
Cassandrae quia non creditum, ruit Ilium* 
Ergo exploranda eji Veritas multum prius^ 
Sluam magna pravi judicet Stultitia* 

Phaedr*- 

YOUR modem minifteriat writers Have been much alarmed 
left, if we took Corfica under the protedlion and fovereignty of ' 
England, we fhould have affrontedGenoa; a republick, great indeed ^ 
in its own opinion, but in the eyes of all other ftates fo inlignifi- 
cant, that it is liink almoft beneath notice ; the abjedt /^^/r of 
France, zndferpents nurtured in thebofomofEn^zxtii^zxiO, it has been: 
afked whether rebels — profejfed bigots to the papal religion — were 
proper objeSls (f proteSlion Jrom i^xott^znt Jiatesy and particularly 
from England, in breach of treaties which (as theyfaiaj werefuo-* 
Jifiing betwixt us and Genoa ? 

If to aflift our declared enemies in time of open war with 
forces, land foldiers or mariners, and with men of war ; if at 
other times to build and fupply our enemies, wearing the majk of 
peace, with men of war in order to attack us, be not prior aas of 
hoftility, I fhould be glad to be informed what are. — As to the. 
Corficans being Roman Catholicks, that objeAion weighs not a 
fingle grain in the fcale of trade and politicks. Trade and politicks: 
are of no religion. — If to refift a king, who undermines the laws. 

and^ 
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and ccnftitution of a ftate> and tramples upon the rights and 
liberties of his fubjedls, be rebellion^ what (hall I ftyle the Englifli 
at the time of the late glorious revolution ? What title hath our 
moft gracious f-v-r-n^ that beft of kings, to his thr — e ? Was it 
ever imputed to the Dutch as a crime or as a breach .of treaty^ 
that they aflifled this nation in the recovery of their liberties ? I 
know of no treaty by which we are engaged to guaranty the 
pojjejjion of Corfica (for as to right they have none) to the G-n-fe? 
There has been given/ I acknowledge a glorious flab (if glorious 
it might be called) to the vitals of a maritime nation — ^it's trade^ 
by prohibiting any correfpondence whatever to be held with thefe 
brafue and publick-Jpirited revolutionifts. I envy not the advifers 
of this mje policy the honour due to their merit i on the contrary, 
they have my honejl voice, that they deferve to be exalted to the 
higbeji poft in the nation. Had we not equally-juft pretenfions 
to ajffijl the Corficans in refcuing their liberties out of the jaws (f 
the taq/i unparalelled tyranny^ as the French had to join in a gua- 
ranty to take them away ? — ^Thc true and ancient conftitution of 
Corlica was to be governed by their own nobles, flyled coun(s of 
Corfica, until by the tricks of the honejl clergy they were robbed of 
their confiitution ; and by the magic art of infallibility the unalien^ 
able right of the nobles was conjured into Pope Nicholas the V. 
ivho about the middle of the 15th century> by a kind of y«r^ 
d.'vino, (for, I am confident, he had no right by any law upon 
earthy) gave that kingdom to the G-n-fe. This is the title, this 
the right of the G-n-fe to the kingdom of Corfica; a title and 
right which, had it been better founded, they have palpably 
forfeited by their opprejjion^ tyranny^ and breach of every capLula-- 
iion into which they entered with the Corficans, witnefs^ among ; 
other treaties, the breach of that concluded at Cortein 1732, ' 
immediately after the ratification of which under the Mediation 
of his then imperial majejiy^ without the fhadow of jufl pretence 
xhtyfeizeTi and dragged to dungeons four of the Corfican chief Sy 
{viz^ GiafFeri, Ciaccaldi, Affelli, and father Simon Raffaelli f 
witnefs the maflacre of 700 principal Corficans which happened • 
foon after the Guaranty obtained from F r e ! Wounds ftill 
bleeding ia the memory of the Corficans ! 

It is further afked. What expeSiations could pojfibly be formed of 
extending our power and enlarging our commerce by the pojjejjion of a 
country^ the trade of which to any part of the world had not. been 
ever heard of and the inhabitants of which, f I acknowledge) fo 
ignorant, asfcarcely to know the ufe of a faw ? 

Indigent in themfelves through the many revolutions they had 
undergone, and in the midfl c^ that indigence opprefTed, how 
could we expedl indujlry and trade to flourifh among them? 
Inflead of encouraging the improvements of the underflanding, 
rewarding difcoveries in trade, and cultivating, as a virtue^ the 
love of liberty and one's country which is the nurfe of trade, igno- 
rance was eftcemcd by the Genoefe as the firm holdfajl of tyranny^ 
and freedom of commerce as the underminer of dejpotifm i liberty 
hung down her head ; property became precarious ; common fenfe 

was 
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was dangerous, and enquiries criminal; the Jf>irits of men were 

cowed, and the Jal/ies of virtue rebuked : and, becaufe roufed at 

laft by tbe cries of nature^ which even the mod infenfible muflr 

feel» they refolved to break their chains and fnatch their expiring 

country from the talons of harpies, they were treated by other 

nations of Europe zsjiricken deer, made the outcafts oi mankind^ 

and fligmatized by the ignominious appelktioi) of rebels. But 

had they become fubjeA to the fovereignty and been governed by 

line free conftitution of England, a far different fcene would have. 

prefented itfelf. England would have fuppHed Corfica with mofty 

if not all, of her commodities ; and, in return^ the Corficans would 

have fupplied us with fuch as were neceffary for our home con- 

fumption, and with materials as well for our manufactures as 

ihipping, for which we ihould have paid in Jpecie to foreign 

countries. In times of peace, befides the charges neceffary to. 

the fupport of the internal government, they would have made 

free gifts for the publick emolument of both nations, when the 

united exigences of both n^ons might have required it : moft of 

the trade of the nation would have beeen carried on by £ngli(h 

merchants, and in Engliih bottoms ; the' Corficans would, in 

eSe&, have heeiihxxtfaBors^fQi^ England, and mofl of the profits in 

trade would have redounded to us ': they would have toiled for our 

emolument ; Aey would have fown, and we fhould have reaped 5 

for whatever they might have got from tlie whole world bcfidea 

would have centered in. England, and been remitted hither in 

bills of exchange upon Spain, Holland, France, the Wefl Indies, 

and other countries. la times of war, fupplies of the bravefk 

troops, and the befl mariners in Europe would have been ready at 

our call; as well as their ports, commodious for taking in frefh 

water, careening, refitting and viftualling, open to our men of 

war and merchant fhips : add to this, that innumerable /nW/e^rx 

would have fwarmed to our afSflance and to the annoyance of our 

enemy's trade. ^ 

There is one more objedion, if it deferves the name of an 
objedtion, calls for my anfwer ; an objection which, though like 
th? cobweb it refembles, it will break in the very handling it, 
&all not pafs unnoticed, lefl the publick fhould be feduced by a 
delufive prejudice, like the dog in the fable, to quit ihefubjiance 
in purfuit only of ^Jhadow. Before the conclufion of the lafl 
war the late 1 — d B— th gave it as his opinion (in his letter to 
two great men) that it would be prudent to give up Guadalope 
and Goree at the peace for this reafon only (iv2r.)that ** we liad 
Jo many colonies of our own before s' and, upon- the opinion of that 
difg—fden-^-y to his country, they grafted this queflion : what 
jhould we do with more colonies than we have already in ourpofjejjion, 
unlefs to drain our country,, almofi depopulated, of artifans, mqnu^- 
faSurers and labourers tojtttle an ijland of but 1 50 niiles in length 
and in the broadeji part of it but 1 00 wide ? 

As to /-— ^ B — th, it may feem difingenuous, not to fay unge- 
nerous and cowardly, to rake the aflies of the dead. Sitjibi terra.^ 
levisl But I could-^vfere he living I would /hew ^ that> great as> 

hisr 
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his fcrvlf es to his couutry about his noon of Ijfe were, in hunting 
down that fox^ that father of corruptions Sir R. W. even to his- 
earth — the thr-^e of his r— 1 m-rft— r ; at the eve of his life hia* 

advice to his gave too juft rcafon to E-gl — d to rue the day- 

upon which he was born. But to return to my argument — ^what-^ 
ever weight, if any, the opinion of / — d B — th might deferva 
to carry, with refpedt to the fugar or Jlave colonies^ with the 
products of which, had thofe branches of trade been laid tinder 
proper regulations^ we might have been abundantly fupplied fron^ 
them, it muft be acknowledged to be true, that the intereft of 
any country is (if it be poffible) to make all forts of manufaduresv 
themfelves, and to purchafe all materials for manufa&ures aad 
other commodities, necefiary either for home- confumption or for 
trade, anjong their own fubjedls,. rather than to fetch them from, 
foreign countries ; not oply becaufe they will procure them at a^ 
much cheaper rate, but alfb becaufe the money laid out in fuch^ 
purchafcs will circulate among themfelves ;; but it is more fo^ 
when, the materials for maniifadlurcs are neceflary to carry oa. 
other trades which will return much greater benefit ; and, par-^ 
ticularly, when they are neceflary to carry on all trade in general^ 
as ironf fiver ^ and fliip-timber undoubtedly arc^ upon the com-» 
modioufnefs or cheapnefs of which all the trade in the world 
depends. I challenge mankind in general to point out thcr 
Englifh colony that produces oalk timber for (hipping (ncceffity 
demanded that thedeftrudionof Engliflioakfliould be for a time 
fufpended) r^we;^/if in any quantity, Ji/wr, w^d^ for the fabricating 
fuperfine cloths, iron fit for /hipping^ fait ; anchovies^ olives^ 
olivc#-oil,. oranges and citrons in any great quantity, corals figs, 
waXy honey to be compared with that of Corfica, almonds ^ or 
wines. When they ipoke of depopulating England by the extent 
fion of trade, they muft certainly have meant, not Corfiica, but the 
uninhabited defarts of Canada or the barren fands of Florida* 
Could they be ignorant that the iiumber of the inhabitants of 
Corfica, that diminutive fpot in their eye^ amounted to no lefs thaa 
400,000 ? Let them call to their memory^ but for a moment, the 
expence of treafure and of the lives of the brav^ commanderr 
and troops in the univerfe ^which the uninhabited delarts of 
Canada and the barren fands of Florida have coft us, (what 
have they not coft us ?) and compare the poflcflion of thofe 
countries, gained by conquefi zxiAviolencCy with the more amiable^ 
one of Corfica to be given up to us with their ^r^f confent, with 
their hearts^ their purfes^ and their Hves at our fervice ? If this 
could be obtained by fair means, nay by their own voluntary offer ^ 
was it not more eligible, more conducive to the happinefs, augment- 
tation, and fccurity of empire^ than to extort it by force? It 19 
more fafc as well as virtuous to accept the willing as well as clofe 
embraces of conjugal aflfedion, than by violence to extort forbid- 
den and dangerous pleafures, and which for the moft part, if not 
always, difappoint our expedtations. 

But the arguments, which, upon this fubjed, I have fubmitted 
to the judgment of the public, inftead of carrying with them the 

weight 
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weight of convidion, appeared in the eyes of 2im*--n—firy to be' 
crude, indigefted, and futile ; the old leaven^ that /pawn of 
igornance and dejpotifm^ hatched in the very dunghill of politics i was - 
hh ivhifperingy like Satan in the ear of Eve, in our. n-t-n-V 
councils, the parricidical fchemes of Frenchified Englifhmen, 
tr — /— rj to their c— ntry, had influence fufficient to drown the 
united voice of trade^ liberty j ^nd national interefiy fo as to render- 
this prppofal abortive with refped: to thefubje£lion of Corfica /(? 
the fovereignty of England the common danger arifing from the . 
cncreafe of the power of France as z maritime ftate, which, like 
z cloudy hung over us r^ady to burji upon our heads, did not awaken 
us intoa fenfeof the confequences of Corfica falling into the- hands 
of France, nor call up all that was Englifti in our fouls, to roufe 
us from our lethargy, and animate us to the prevention of fo great 
an evil. A way wasieft not unopen to us. Whatreafon, whatcolour 
of argument, what pretext could have been ur^ed why we fliould 
not have placed the duke of Glouceller upon the throne of Corfica, a 
royal perfonage^ whofe amiable accomplifllments \n private Xiit, 
have made him beloved^. (I was going to fsiy adored y) Jby all. who 
have the happinefs to approach his prefence, and whofe princely 
virtues, were he a king, would rcfleft honour upon any crown, . 
with which he might be prefented ? Happy that people who » 
might be guided by the reigns of his mild and aufpicious govern- 
ment I And powerful that nation who may be ftrengthened by • 
the prote<flion of bis alliance ! 

We have .been for m^ny ytzrs. tugging againft tht.Jlrea^f yet 
we had weathered our poirit in the lail war, had not an ingUr-x, . 
^di/h-n-lcy ign-m-n-s p—^e thrown, us back to the place from 
whence we fet out. By this on^Jlretch in view of ^Corfica wc 
imight hzvc landed zt the wifhed-for port, but ii\ftead of ,that^ % 
regardlcfs of confequences, >ve lay by and dropped our Dars^y what 
eould we expect but that thttide of French pqwer, vfVich fwelled ' 
by the^ditional command of this Peru and Potofi of the Medir- 

t^rranean and Levant feasy would carry us into the gulph- - 

not of Mexico or Venice, but of deJiruSlipn. 

Pardon meC m, thou PrjEsidium et DecusPatri^! 

if with feeming prefumption, yet with ^1 humble deference, I 
took the liberty to admoniihyou; for, though you wanted no 
advice, a charaderiftic. tp which -your confummate abilities as a . 
Jlatefman mod juflly entitled you, yet the beft pilots dk&cm\t no • 
indignity fometimes to be admoniftied hy paJhngers.^A gave you 
warning, that upon this depended the balance Xfi po.vyer in Italy, 
the trade, the liberties, the very being of England, as a 7;74r/W/?z^ 
ftate. Thofe you would for ever .Ipfe, if by any incxcufable 
fiipinenefs you fufFered France to make fo large a ftride towards 
univerfal monarchy, as by the poffcffion of -Corfica to command 
the Mediterranean and Levant jS^jj^ axid if ^ you did pot reprieve it, 
through xkitfide of Corfica, the mc^ fatal wound would be given 
to England. The feafon of liberty, of trade, and of gkfy was 
then come; much later indeed than became England, but fo 
ripe, that the harvef could not be deferred a moment. .Was it 

pofliblc 
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poflible that the people of England fliould ht Jlaves^ who, as a 
maritime power, are deftined to the command of all nations .^ 
Things were reduced to the laft extremity. The ftruggle wa* 
for the frade, the liberties, the power of England. Did I 
fay of England only ? The ftruggle was for the trade-y the liber- 
ties, the power of moft of the ftates of Europe : but as we have per* 
mitted the French to be mafters of Corfica, it will be the lajl 
ftruggle we fl^all have for them. It was our part to have a0eJ 
the Corficans, and either conquered, which would have been the 
fruit of our humanity, our bravery, cur prudence, or to have 
Suffered any thing rather than to \ive Jlaves, which I fear 
will be the conlequence,^ as France has attained to fo great 
a fuperiority as the abfolute poflefllon of Corfica muft of 
neceflity throw into her lap. Other nations may txi^wxejlavery, 

but the proper end and glory of England is Liberty. . 

You have fufFered this propofal to come to nothing. You bad 
fuch an opportunity before you, as miniftcr never had. By the 
firmnefs of the Corficans, the wijdom of your councils', the ardour 
of. the Engliftij you would have had it in your power to free 
your country from fear or danger from her inveterate enemies— 
the French, and to have fixed her trade, her liberties, and her 
empire over the Mediterranean and Levant^^rx for ever. It was 
always the noble charaftepftic of England to refcue liberty out of 
the polluted claws of tyranny, and to relieve injured ^nd opprcjjed 
nations. And it was to your generous compafllon that was 
offered the condition of an unhappy people, who in the caufe 
and for the fake of liberty have loft ^t\x fathers, thtirfofist their 
brothers, and their relations} who have feen their country every 
where on a Ughtfire, their cities and towns kid in rmn and ajhes, 
their efiates ravtjhed ixoxn them, their blood promifcuoufly fpilt rn 
the fields and lanes, the highways and ftreets. They hoped that 
this nation, who on many occafions have been themrifelves driven 
to the melancholy neceflity of aflTerting their liberties, and have 
thereby efcaped tht fetters oi flavery forged in the fame^r^j, and, 
with refped to Corfica for the fpace of 250 years, attempted to 
be rrvetted by the fame infruments^-Aholh of mercile/s tyranny, 
would not have fat unconcerned fpedtators of the extirpation of this 
laft epitome of Roman liheriy. Such a fupinenefs in England is 
inglorious—diJhonourable-'Zndi dangerous. As men, the Corficans 
were entitled to ^juji degree oi Jreedom*, as Revolutioni/is, it was 
all they contended for. They were willing to ht fubjeBs, but 
they difdained to hcjlaves. Like camels they could crouch to be 
laden ; but, if their burthens were too heavy to be born, like 
camels too, they could throw them off. 
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A day zaiottr of virtuous Liberty 

Is worth a whole Eternity of Bondage. 

Ax>dison's Cato. 






BELLIO N, infurreSlion^ and fe^tum^ as being 
deflriu^ve of all government ^xAfociety^ are the detefta- 
tion and abhorrence of every tme lover of his country 

f every honeji man. But political jealoufy in the 



t' 



PEOPLE, as tending to preferve liberty, is a necejfary and 
laudable principle ; Of this Venice is a noble inflance. To 
ipeak in the language of our laws, '* Kings can do no 
wrong:'' And it is the happinefs of England to glory in 
the poiTeflion of a king that would not^ if he could. But 
fervants of kings may ; j&rt;^ff// oF kings informer reigns 
have been, known to do wrong. And, if in future times it 
ihould be the unfortunate fate of theie kingdoms to have a ^ 
pr — e upon the thr — e whofe eafe and inadive temper fhould 
induce him to withdraw from the public affairs, arid to refigix 
himfelf and the reins of gqyernment into the hands of a 
defpotic mimfiery that ihould only attempt to fap tht foundation 
of the conjiitution and overturn tht liberties pf the people, 
ought he to efcape puniflhment, only becaufc his defigns have 
proved abortive ? As if the fuccefi onfy, and not the intention, 
of the criminal, conftituted the crime. The villainy not being 
fuccefsful might indeed alleviate the grief of the public, but 
could not extenuate the guilt of the villain. It was the decla- 
ration of a learned baron of the court of Exchequer, and 
^recorder of a great city, in his charadcr as ^ judge y (to his 
immortal honour be it remembered) that *' he had two ears 
open in court, no ear open out of court.'* An example wor- 
thy the imitation of all judges ! And I am confident that fuch 
zpr — ce as we. are bleffcd with, upon a dutiful, decent applica.- 
tion to him, would have two ears open to the juft complaints 
of his people^ But as fo great a happinefs, as we enjoy in 
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having the beji of kings y may not be the lot oi future tImeSf 
if gentler means fhould prove inefFeftual, a parliament hath 
an uncontrovertible right y^xid^ would it not be their duty to* 
pluck fuch zp-rr^Ci-det however dignified and diftinguiflied by 
the favour of his pr — ce^ from the higheft pinnacle of power^ . 

even from the bqfgm of his m r, to fatisfy the juftii:e of a 

fmkingy or (as it may be) perhaps an almoft bankrupt^ n-t-on ? ' 
Who can doubt that thtfource of injury and the incentive to » 
guilt is the hope of impunity ? Mercy to ^p^rr-^c^de is cruelty to a 
"whok yngdom. Lenity to great crimes is an iaricaticm to^ 
greater. If no mercy fate (Jiown tp the ejwnies s>i^Jiate4 no^ 
y/j^ will be overturned: but, \i fmall or no punijhment be- 
inflid:ed upon them, no Jlate c^inhtizSc. Although at the- 
time of the late glorious revolution, and when his- 
prefent Majesty's moft auguil family lirft came to the 
throne, (oh! may they continue to reign in ihe hearts .of ^ 
grateful and frees people till time fhall be no more !) I fay, 
although the nation Tofe, like 'the pahrlne tmdeftheir oppref- 
SiOt^itoxsx former mni^ersy^xAy Yi^Antaus^ gathered firength 
from their late falU yet all Europe faw, with amazement faw, . 
and all honeji men lamented^. that:the authors of thefe oppref- 
fions were not iacrificed to the maa^ of their countrfs rights 
and liberties I for if examples of thefe peculators^ thofc 
betrayers of their cotmtry^ thofe worfe mon/lers then hell ever 
engendered^ were rpade, the ftreets and alleys^ in jio nation* 
-would ringvMh the-deteftable y&»itti!f of uj^con^titutional 
TAXES or baneful excifes^; of the press groaning under the 
weight of vexations, and illegal prof ecutions, oi blazing meteors 
(which we faw but yefterday exhaled out of mud, znd warmed 
as in. Egypt, into ww/^^/. glittering in pompous zndjplendid 
equipages, and rioting in the enjoyment of plums. SuckeH 
by fh^e leeches out of the very veins of ^ their bleeding country, 
ravaged by her ownfbns) of a nation, fingering uader the load ' 
of its hearoy debt, eaten up in ufury zxiAexhaufled vf\iki payments,, 
or of an inglorious, difadvatttageous, andfcandalous peace, in the 
full bhom of victory meanly fued for {rom a conquered tntmy, 
breathing out their laji gafp, but trade anti MANrFAC- 
tures wx)uld have reared their drooping heads, without the 
dread of returning under the harpy claws, whofe griping 
opprejfions they had fatally experienced; the poor as well as- 
the rich would have^/ under their vine, bajking in thtfunjhini 
of Liberty, and of enjoyment of the little left (which they 
would know) they might call their own, and one contention . 
only would have been feen among all ranks and degrees of 
people, a contention the moji laudable and truly advantageous^ 
as well as honourable to a nation, that of promoting the utited 
intereft<5f KING and people, which if, and ought ever to be, 
copfidered as inseparably tjie same. I would wHlingljr. 
be tender in ripping open the wounds of a great family afrejli, 
but they will pardon me if my fubjedt 

Infandum jubet renovare Dolorem* ' Virg. 

In calling upon me to remind my countrymen of the good 
effed of lopping off the heads of thofe who have been found 
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fiiilty . of liiarring betrayed ' their country y . however, il map 
ave been ^perhaps thought l?y fome {(how juftjy, jLwIU not 
take upoa mc to determin:^) that the life of hinijat !whom 
my in^^&:,fomtS{was.Jkcrific^ heads \of more exalted 

"^illains^ this wx>uM f be a conduft worthy of ^freemen who 
ife/^^ lihertyr^ worthy of tnEngliJhp-^t, worthy of Roman 
ffatriots ; an obfervation which engages, me ta;prefeat my coun- 
try-men with as great a part of Brutus's letter ito Cicero, 
as the limits to*which 1 am reftrained in this paper will admit 
ef, and that as a fpecimen of the Roman love of Liberty, 
a letter. through every fentence:of which . fuch. noble fentiment 
9f'iK^r(y is breathed, that I never: read it .without a full coa:- 
yidlion, ihzt ^:^dtfon adopted the fentimentsof J&RtJTUs.ii^ 
that /w/riij/7r. inimitable fpocch which he repreicnts CAn:t>' 
as making tothe/reft of the fenators. 

iRcmiember,. O vay friends^ the /.we;/ the right Sy 
The generous pian of power, delivered down 
Prom^agei.to age by your renowned forefathers}: ^ 

(So dearfy bought the price of fo much bloocj). 
O let it never, ferijk in your hands, 
But pioufiy tcanfmit it to your children. 
Do Thou GREAT Liberty infpire our fouk. 
And make our Iroes in thy pofleffion happy ^ » 

Or our. deaths GLot(rious in thy jufidefonce. 

Bru-xus to Cicero. 
'^ Alas, we arc no longer Romans ; if we were, the virtuous- 
fpirit of liberty would have been anr eafy over- match for the 
traiterous attempts ofthe worft of all men grafping after tyran- 
ny. Remember you have defeated confpiraqies ; you have. 
deftroyed confpirators. Is not Rome ftill as dear to you as it: 
was, or is your courage and vigilance lefs ? and is not the 
occafion greater? RecoUedl what you ought to do by what you- 
have done. Whence proceeded your enmity to Antony? Was- 
it not that he had an enmity to liberty, feized on the public, 
and fct up. for the fole fovereign of all men ? Were not thofe 
the rcafons of your enmity, and of your advice to combat 
violence with.vi(»lence, or rather to chaftife audacioufncfs with 
courage. But why muft refolution be dropped >vhen .there 
is a frefh call for refiftance? Has your courage failed you ? 
Alasj if ,we only attend to the love of life and thejmpulfe of 
ambition, if we can purchafe pofts and dignities with t^e, price 
of liberty, and think danger more dreadful than fhvery, what 
remains to fave us ? What was the end to extirpate tyrjinny, bat 
to be free from tyranny? A ridiculous motive and an empty 
exploit, if ilavery furvives. Oh ! who is it that makes Li- 
berty his care !. Liberty, which ought to be the.careof 
all men, as it is the right and bleffing of all. For.myfclf, 
father then give it up, I will ftand fingly in its defence. Shall 
we fuffer a power to controul the fenate, fuperfede the laws, 
and put chains on Rome ; a power which no perfonal favoms 
orties of blood could ever fanftify to me; a power which I could 
not bear ;n CiESAJ^ ; nor if my*father had ufurped it, would I 
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bear in him. Is there any fafety without liberty ? Or rather, 
can we poorly live, having loft it, and with it our honour and 
glory, is there any fecurity in living at Rome, when Rome is 
no longer free ? No, I will owe mine to my refolution and my 
fword; this is a Roman fpirit, and whitherfocver I carry it, 
every place will be Rome to me, who am Roman enough to 
prefer evils to chains and infemy, which to a Roman is the 
nigheft of all evil^. 

Can I have any appetite to fee Rome, or can Rome be faid 
to be Rome? It may be faid with truth, that you are not 
averfe to the having a mafter, only you would hot have An- 
tony for a mafter. Antony is ftill alive, and ftill in arms^ 
tnd ftill terrifies. What greater pleafure does the world aftbrd, 
flian to defpife the flippery uncertainties of life, and to value 
that only which is truly valuable, private virtue and public 
liberty I that liberty v^hicYi ought to be the birth-right of all 
mankind. As to your part in this crifis, my dear Cicero^ 
it is my ftrongeft and beft advice to you not to defert yourfelf : 
diftruft not your ability, and your ability will not difappoint 
yoM. Believe that you can remedy our heavy evils, and you 
will remedy them. Our miferies want no encreafe ; prevent, 
therefore, by your vigilance any acceffion : formerly you 
, /defeated, with great boldnefs and warmth for liberty, a for- 
jnidable confpiracy againft RomEj and favcd the common- 
^ wealth; thefe aftions of yours have raifcd. your reputatioa 

jbigh, and fpread it far, but it will be all tarnifhed and loft if 
you do not continue to (hew an equal firmnefs upon fo great, 
anoccafion: where is the viftory, if, in curing one mifchief,. 
it introduces a new one ? and what avails it to have extinguiih- 
ed tyranny, if it returns with double force, more terrible in 
being mor6 durable ? and yet this it will be, if we fufferir. 
Since Cicero can live a dependant and a flave, let him live 
-a dependant and ailave; for myfelf, while I live, I will make; 
war againft tyranny, that is, againft all exorbitant power that 
lifts men above the laws : nor can any condition of fervitude^ 
however advantageous and alluring, divert me from this^ 
great, this worthy purpofe: the judgment and fpirit of my 
anceftors are mine ; they would not have their father for their 
tyrant, nor would I: let this firmnefs then render all the parts 
of your life equal, and fecure immortality to that glory of 
yours which ought to be immortal; roufe the Roman genius 
within you, and confider that this great and free city, which 
you have more than once faved, will always be great and free,, 
provided ^the people hav^ not too great caufe given them ta 
oppofe ufurpation and extinguifli traytors. 

What a patriotic warmth of incenfed integrity is breathed, 
what an amafing torrent of eloquence pours through every 
fentence of this letter; the integrity of Brutus v/as as irre- 
fragable as his eloquence was powerful, and his eloquence as 
powerful as his foul was great. Heavy, I admit, the load of 
cenfure that has been no lefs wantonly than profufely throwr^ 
upon Brutus by the learned dodor Prideaux, and other 
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eminent writers, for having killed his friend; but- all dif- 
paffionate men, all men whofe judgments are not warped by 
the hot-headed principles of arbitrary power, will make this 
diflindion. C-ffiSAR, I acknowledge, was the friend of Bru- 
tus; but the ftroke was not aimed at the friend; it was the 
tyrant, not the friend, that Brutus ftabbed, fully juftified 
therein by that unerring principle of condud which governed 
him, and will ever govern all true patriots. Amicus CAsar, 
Amicus Cicero, Sed Magis Amiga Patria. 

To Ms G — the D — of G--n ; and his colleagues in Ad — n. 
Ail well your farfs^ be to your country true^ 
Then you II receive the reverence that is due. 

My Lords, 

IT has been held, of late, as a maxim by you, and your 
dependants, to complain of the licentioufnefs of the times, 
and of the odium which you have too juftly incurred from a 
brave, but injured people ; while you, as m— rs of ft — te, 
have been daily pradiifing the moft odious meafures,— meafures 
inconfiftent with M/V, and tv try free country. You have 
ufurped an authority abfolutely denied you by the known laws 
of our excellent conftitution, and you ftill would proceed un- 
controuled, to lord it over the land, and not alk the owner's 
leave. Every oppo/ition, that has been made againft your in- 
famous adions, has been ftamped with the epithet of treafon 
and rebellion. The petition lately prcfented from the Free- 
holders of the. county of Middlefex, (full of duty and loyalty 
to his Majefty, and containing nothing but real grievances 
and apprehenfions, founded upon the ftrongeft evidence of 
fads,) is, by your m — 1 hirelings, deemed an infolent and 
daring production. The homage and condefcenfion^ due to 
your lordfliips-by the high offices you are in, and the civility 
you expedfrom the public, muft be gained by an alteration of 
your public condudl not by your perfifting in tyranny, oppref- 
fion, and bloodshed. 

If you are willing to regain the people's affedions, which 
you have defervedly forfeited ; corrcdt, as much as poffible,.. 
your paft errors, by reftoring to the people their inherent, 
rights. And, when your fenfes are not too much drowned \n 
the lap of luxury and pleafures, or your time not too much 
taken up with cards, dice, or Newmarket, then take a view 
of the volumes of your paft conduct, and you will find them 
filled with fcrolls of guilt, which it is impoffible to behold 
but with horror and -defpair ! Think, my Iprds, on the un- 
happy viftims that have fallen a facrifice to your unrelenting 
vengeance, and their wounds will bleed afrefli 1 — Think oa 
the helplefs widows and orphans you have robbed of their 
bofom-friends, and are now heard to cry out in bitternefs of 
want! — Think on the once hapfpy parents you have made; 
childlefs, who are now going down with grey hairs and for- 
row to the grave I — Think on thefe, my lords, with the reft 
of your crimes, too numerous to be mentioned ; and then lay 
your hands upon your breafts, and fay who are the aggrefFocs,. 
you, or the people. 

But, as it is rather uncommon for criminals to be their owa 
accufers, the public are fufficient evidences of the injuries they 
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have received from yoa. You, my lordsi at fcrvtnts of the 
public, are refponfiblc to them for overy one of your adtiods, 
in your public capacities^ as much as the meaneft of yo«r 
domeftics are accountable to yoo for their defficiency in the 
trufts they have betrayed- The only way to av(M tlvs public 
cenfure, is not to deferve it% Adl uprightly, and yoa will obtain 
their plaudits ; as they never condemA but whert: there is 
jguilt, nor applaud but where praife is due. It is the people's 
prerogative to fpeak freely the fentitoent^ of their own heat (s, 
with regard to the condudt of minifters ; and to communicate 
to your lord/hips, throu'gh the channel 6f the pfefs, their 
love or hatred of public meafures. The freedom of the prel's 
is as eflential fo liberty, as the fun to noon-day : for, when 
that freedom, which you call licentiouluefs, is reftrained, 
down falls the whole fabric at once ; which heaven avert f It 
Werfe better^ a few tyrants fhouM fall, thart a whole nation 
peri(h. Kemember, my lords, the fates of CfiAfles I. the Earl 
of Stafford i* &c. and trembit at the coftfequettd^- Be riot too 
late touched with remoffe, left, inftead of public ridiculei 
your heads be held out as a terribk example td' the World. A 
iiation fo great as England will htvtt fuffer ^^rrOtigs to be heaped 
on Wrongs, without bringing the offenders to condign /zmj/i- 
ment. They are d people flow to angei^, but when Ohce fouz- 
ed, by repeated provocations, like the liofi loOfed from the 
toil, they fpare not to feek revenge. 

In order, my lords, to avoid thefe impending calamities, 
bring back our laws to theif* wonted ptirity, — let juftice be 
executed with equity between man SjkI toSn, \give iip the 
murdef-ers, that they may be brought t6 the executioft of the 
law, — reftore the people their rights afld privileges — ceafe to 
fquandctaway i\it public treafure for the ufe 6f private purpofcs. 
If this, my lords, is too hard a taflt to be performed by igno- 
rance and pride, withdraw to that obfcurity which is the moft 
fuitable to yoiir undefftandrng, aiid lettttefi of fduAder judg-^ 

ment, ^nd. better principles^ tike the reiiis of G -t. Till 

then, there will be nothing but diffenfiofts and civil difc6rds 
among the people. They will be ever diflatisfied, while men. 
of badfffinciples, who are mote fit for any thing than M — rs, 
prefidfe at the head of A d^ ■ n. Ciii the people expeft you 
now to be true to the truft rcpofed in you, when you have al- 
ready ficrifked the intei'eft of your coonfty to your private 
emolument? No, my lords, they haVe had too fatal an 
experience of your part treacherv, to place any further confi- 
dence in your The only remedy thercfote, th4t ii left you, 
for reftorihg peace to this now diftraifted land> is to retire 
ffoni the bufinefs of the ftate ; and, if poffible, feek out fome 
dark abode, where juftice will never fiild you, and there fpcnd 
the remiiinder of yout days ^. in lamentations for your p^ 
offences. I am, niy lords, upon your reformation^ your lord- 
Ihips tnoft huiiible fervant,. 

• JACK FRfeEMAN/ 
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I'o the worthy and mdejj^niant Liverymen of the City of 

London. 

Gentlemeny and Fel/ow-Gitizens^ 

I Want words to fpeak the language, of a Heart unknown to 
fear oe diffiniulatioa> the complexion of thefe times is black 
and gloomy -, as dark and myfterious as the abandoned adions 

©f a faithlefs, perjured, and detefted ad n. Th6 fevere 

perfecutions of Mr. W — kes arc not only illeg^ and, unconfti- 
tional, but fo flagrant and oppreflive> as to animate the breaft 
of every Engliftiman to engage in the defence of him and bis 
caufe j it is the property and concern of all. Patience and 
Ipng-fufFerings have no effcdl : we have lived to fee the very 

eflcnce of law abufed and adulterated ; we have feen J ce 

withdrawn from the c — ts of j re> and Equity dilbharged 

from every department of p— r. Defpotic power reigns tri^ 
umphant, and, with the tremendous fword of cruelty, fpills 
the blood of the innocent- The military force has been drawn- 
out againft thofe they (hould protedt, while wanton and inhu-- 
man murder has fpocted with the lives of Engliih lubje<3:s, the 
verdidts of juries have been fet afide, and murderers not only 
permitted to efcape punifhment, but rewarded, fcandaloufly 
rewarded, for their wicked maflacres; the r— 1 mercy has beea. 
abufed, vilely proftituted to the moft infamous and degenerate 
purpofes ; we have lived in an age to behold thcfe and many 
more unexampled adlions of treachery and venality, and ftill 
we live without redrefs. The late attack on tlie freedom o£ 
election is the moft bold and daring invafion that ever was 

made by any m r on the liberty of the fubjed : but I- 

think it cannot laft long in this country; the fpirit of the. 
people, I think, will bravely refent fo grofs an indignity. The. 
loyal and fteady freeholders or Middlefex have given to the 
world glorious and immortal proofs of their ardent, love o£ 

freedon^. 
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freedom and their coujitry; they have afted with a zeal be- 
coming men who will not be opprefled, but, by calm and 
prudent perfevcrancc in their caufc will in the end accomplifh 
their noble defigns. The Middlesex petition, though founded 
on the folcmn arguments of undeniable fa<as, is referred to 
the confideration of a future d:\y^^ while^ddxeircsJ"rom every 
paltry' b(>K)u^b qrcountJyare procured^froni tkel^ lieutenant 
through the means of bribery and corruption, which are intro- 
duced and prefented by one of the t— Is in jtvaitings, and moft 
51 aeioufty fctrived hy aor beloved' k — ^ ; the/ are then 

^crowded into the^^azctte with anAic-iof plau(ibility^-and ftan 
to fpeak the minds of the^people. Thus flattery and falfhood 
deceive his m ty, and the fair face of truth is n^ver fecn to 

"tlufli within the circle : but what are vve to tl^iok,, what are 
we to expert ? If yo«r- -partition fhbuldnot meet with the de- 

' fired fuccefs, in the name of God I call upon you to oonfidcr 

'pf fome immediate and moft effeduaj remedy^ or WQ (hall foon 
find, that, if Our'few^ are riius p — :^— ed*, our liberties will 
/pon fade i. when difcretionary power is to exer^ife-^be lafli of 
inveterate malice, and private opinion is to fuperfede public 
jurifdidtion, hard is the late of that man who appears a prifoner 
at the •di:£adful tribuftal cSf r-^-^— ^ juftibc,: . and^ M one view, 

-> beholds his* enemy ahd.judgc. In .a free country, like this^ 
the breath of liberty is the vital fupport of the conftitution, 
once flopped, the danger i^dreadful^Iikdtbje^por^air, if cor- 
rupted, a peftilence will enfue,.and ravage the bloom of life, , ^^^^^ 
leaf up the ftrong finews cf health, and, with rapid violence^^^-i/^l 
make nature tremble at the havock. Oh, my fellow-citizensiS 
'happy am I to fee you infpired with the old Roman ambition. 
I hope we fliall not much longer labourunder thefe oppreflions: 
happy am I to fee you ftir up fo great an emulation among 
:y©u. Oh how it* rejoiced me, when I beheld each of you, on 
iSatttrdiiy laft, 'fb tenacious and jealous of your rights, that you 
Ar«ggk<l who Should be foremoft in the grand undertaking of 
that day,' which I hope will be for ever recorded ii\ the annals 
of this nation. I have lived to fee a petition, a loyal and 
kftftionafe petition, from the livery of this great city to our 
good and excellent king, dreifed in the fwect language of truth, 
unadorned by hypocrify, and declaring the free fcntiments of 
ft bold and brave people. By your. example the imitation will 
fprcad throughout the kingdom, and we fhall fbon learn the 
honeft cK<5tates of the mind, whicli it is the bufinefs of thofe 
in power to hide and conceah The livery of London have fo 
dften proved rfiemfclveis fuperior to threats and promiies, that 
1 am plcafed with the bright idea of your good conduit on that 
important day* If we cannot live with freedom, let us bravely 
die ; better fall a martyr to malice, than be a flave in exiftence. 
The people, who have been dignified, by the proftitute advo- 
'eatcs for arbitrary power, with the titles of the Mob, the fe- 
ditious, the fadiotis and ftupid Herd, are the Public. The 
firft prificipks oi fxnvef are the Feoplir^ ajid all defigns of men 
in power ought to^ be direfted to their good : the fecurity of 
their perfons an<i their property is their only aim j^ they have 
no rivals for place or power, no darling child, no pimp or re- 
iatiOh to raiie, no bias -to be knaves, but would conftantly be 
' in 
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in the mtereft of truth and liberty, were it not for exterHal de- 

~ Infion, or external force; they have no intereft but the general 

intereft: the Public are the heft judges in matters relative 

^ to the public good; and, as Mr. Addifon fays, (vol, 2, quarto 

^ ^dit. p. r8) ** One may generally obferve, that the. body of 

^t'ho people has jufter views for the public good, and purfucs 

•^Hetti with greater uprightnefs, .than the nobility and gentry, 

*m^ho have fo many expeaations and particular interefts, vvhicH 

•l^ang like a falfe bias upon their judgments, and 'm:(y poffiljly 

"•<iifpofe them to facrifice the good of their country to the ad- 

x^ancemenrt of their own fortunes; whereas the grofs of the 

- X^^^P^<^ -^^^^^ "o other profpec^ in changes and revolutions, thap 

/'^S>f- public blefTings that are to diffufe themfelves through the 

*"^^rhoIfe ftate in general: thofe nations that are governed in a 

^ *>ianner that bids defiance to their opinions, their interefts, or 

^ ^ Jieir undcrftandings, arc either flaves, or will foon ceafe to be 

'^^jbjeds. Not ablblute power, nor the afFcdions of a prince 

^nvcft:ed with it, can long employ or protedt minifters detefted 

'by -thcjbeople. Defpotic and boundlefs as the authority of the 

icing of Spain is, he was forced to give up his favourite a facrir 

•ficc to an injured and opprefled people." Machiavel well 

bbferves, ^'^ that when a people are diliatisfied, and have taken 

'prejudice againft their governors, there is no thing nor perfon 

that a prince has not to fear." Vain, or at Ic^afc imcertain, is 

all the torce of a foldiery, or the influence of the grandees, io 

comparifon of the greater power of the people: their friendlbi^"> 

is more fincere, their deiires more dilintered; they aik for 

nothing 'Ibut freedom from oppreflion. Princes who have 

jrufted to the former have been deceived, but thofe who hive 

trufted to the latter have never been deferted. This fpcaks it 

of the utmoft importance to a prince, to preferve the affefiions 

of his people, wliofe hearts are his brji guards. In confcqucnce 

of which, prudent, ijirtmusy and good prinsej have been always 

extremely cautious how they employed tntn^ in any confidcr- 

able ftation, who are either odious, incapable, or contemptible^ 

even though it happened they were innocently or unfortunately 

fo : they knew that the juft jealoufy of a free pcopJe muft, in 

the end, difconcert and render abortive the cjefigns of foch a 

miniftcr, and could not but be fenfible, that the general diftafte- 

taken at him would, by degrees, make the prince himfelf thc^ 

objeift of general diftafte. It is well known that, in former 

ages, thofe princes who have endeavoured to fcrccn traytors 

from the block, adopted their title ta the a:!f, and fuffercd with 

them. But, thank Heaven, we have now a iing upon the 

thrane willing and able to redrefs all our grievances ; willing, from 

the wifdom of his mind and goodnefs of his heart \ able, from tliat 

power andfrong inter eji which his numberlefs virtues have pro- 

cured him in the hearts and affeSlions of his people. But, aias !. 

how few Titus's and Trajan's were there among the 

Roman emperors, and how very few can we boaft of fince the 

conqueft I If a Sejanus fliould in future times arife, and the 

[jscf^ omniprovidence of God fliould blefs poftcrity with fuch a 

S"^ rince, he would have a watchful eye,on the tntnfe<3ions of 

jch a minifter, and, as foon as he difcovered that the tide of 

' national 
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fiatbnal odium ran ftrong againft him, and that aa overgrown 
minifter had amaffed great riches, by ambitious pradtices and 
the plunder of his fellow-fubjeds, by bafeLy giving up the 
fruits of a bloody and expenfive (though, beyond the moft 
fanguine expedlations fuccefsful) war, and purchafing, at the 
cxpence of the public, an inglorious, treacherous, and fcan- 
dalous peace; *he would not think proper to proteft one man, 
toAhe injury and abufe of millions, but would make a timely 
farcrifice of fuch a perfon to the yuH complaints of an oppreffedi 
nation ; diflipate the gathering clouds of general difcontent,; 
and thereby render his reign happy and glorious.. 

It is the intereft, and ought to be the ambition of princes^ 
to have the actions of their minifters openly canvaHbd,. and, if 
guilty, no Icfs feverely punitlied. If a wicked miniAer makes, 
a ftatue of his mafter, and flies to it for refuge^ a free people 
will fpeak, and, if not redreiled, in a voice that will be heard 
far and remembered long ; for great grief will have utterance^ 
in fpite of art and terror, and, when not remedied^ has been 
known to (hake the fceptre in a pons^ch's hand, however tO' 
appearance rivetted by arbitrary power. Audivit Tiberiu;s 
(fays Tacitus J Probra ^eis Laurabitur & perculsus est. 
Read the letter which he fent to the fenate of Rome, and then 
tell me whether he could have been fo flruck, if the cenfure 
had not beenjuft: a letter worthy of a free people, worthy 
of a Titus or a Trajan* worthy even of a George, the 
Third. 

Tiberius Cm^ar ta the Senate, greeting. 

" WHAT we (hould fay, or, rather, what we (hould not 
fey, to you. Conscript Fathers, gods and goddefTes con- 
found us if we know ; but we muft think the cafe of the com- 
monwealth cannot be abfent to our thoughts \ although often- 
times where to princes moft prefent, the truth of their affairs i^ 
hid, than which nothing can be more miferable to a ftate, or 
render the art of governing more difficult. But fince it has 
been our happinefs to enjoy both the abilities and integrity of 
£0 vigilant a fenate, we confefs that we have been more indul- 
gent to our eafe ; not as carelefs of our office, but rather as^ 
fecureof the neceflity; neither do infamous libels at all afFeft: 
us, which negledted, find their own graves quickly ; but too 
fenfibly acknowledged make their Obloquy ours; nor do^ 
we defire that their authors, though found, be puniflied, sin^ce, 
IN A free State, as ours, all Men ought to enjoy, 
both their Minds and their Tongues freely. 

True it is. Conscript Fathers, that we have raifed Se- 
JANUS to thehigheft and moft confpicuous point of greatnefs,, 
and we hope defervedly, y^t not without danger, it being a 
moft hold hazard in that fovereign, who, by his particular, 
love to ONE, excites the hatred of all his other fubjedh. We 
place full confidence in your integrity and underftanding ; and, 
however partial, we may have been to Sejanus, we defire not 
^hat our favours fhould be offenfive to any ; for though we 
could have wiffied his zeal* had run ia a calmer courfe, we can- 
not 
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not bad tBakDa«He(^ge, tkU 4iieiopekuic6< of iii^aifiifltR iprv«. 
itDttnce <him« Pk« fticfptis 4 itll>tld)k tpraexy iie bas.idKntfbns 
ibrleiiod,' f9 qoiMB iiadddft tfKUtjixytkifr tloyiU fca^, ajnb -,ou^ 
Ciicistuircr Mcyw ««coia>D sa C^xrsi.iw to ths PkrvuG. 
Umz lhodld«i^ctD>eBMftoii^ k,'6)iBeidie0e«»e!iti«triisauklia* 

his facfciDa m 'ooiiitmiiA ffeiivce, by «he offices ^fae- holds Jumft^; 
or >h» iG<»f«rf«d MDH >oi^e¥s this iDepBMSAMTt; md hy hh 
urging, and ah^ftdnmng w, -unwIUing^, cto ithis our untKh- 
mstit, wben-thediargies {a%c^fed» as tJ^^ed-^di^ afe, .toiitf 
provsd) if tkey bettpiie, we muft not think itve have.jriiced our- 
bene^ts !>(I« >aod -Acmcittdie 9ha(t, 4'n o«tr ohoide» lerriier we wetip 
wanting to the gods, <w ^the ^edd to us. i/Ve hxtte net^bmiy 
defirolis, iLoft^s Op ^nffe'deK-A-'PC, lodhaage^ aMtthei^'trii it a 
Hew kiil «r oldkxttbing ^hat 44ttffs our 4ffititi<3n, rbut-thofe 
i9Et:D#UL |^A/to«$i%s or $T!ATE tfatft •team cuTifer ^pmK»6 
hoai-ty to provide ^f«>r^thflir.<&fet)r, «iad teach f hem (how p£tit}etit 
athing>it i^'to-beSwareof^tlieJhuitibkft.eifemjr, «ndimaahmore< 
of :ttft>(&^r<at ones M4oin thek>own;fs7ou» bAve:a»sid8t«be< 
,obJed of iheir ifeirs,. 4f, 'JCdSJSCtiiPT iFATnteccs, ^to^tKlr 
more :i«Qrching wiidotn -thtfre -ifiiould ::aj)pear jfurtlser 'Ciiu&^" 
eith^'tafeuse^his Unfik, ^ods, -or Maw&, i(t'is>nttow^w4t 
tJwt ihfindd limit j4St\ir awhorfty/ nor ^ our ^fitvoor: that irnill 
<{orrQpt ^o«r ^jiiiVtoe : ^dthfirr ^wvfb <difhono«md>teiin <yott, >aMfl: 
both tttvihafit^btelto ourtiltves. Fartbeiit iffom^Aieite k»{H»»-r 
arne!in;^<)uridf 8«>am^-} ^fojttdioious a>fentte, ^fiioiMiiotv 

cruii^rVf nnH 'hbW)^tvM(cAA^fo6U^ec^oa*tke igdds^olhe .ttfe. 
dfiatmtogKit^iflijwiibtii" ■ 

^biovdm fhie 4-tM«aiOfls ttiffiii^ {k>m :4he t^AdAMtathfi-^r 
pow^r-of •S^jonus^etid lMi^< $>«(^iit «lQt4(0ttttdlly)<We^eftlco•' 
«s, lhlct^iill^s^tlfe :Mt)to4i4co«isttthM^ohfestfiiMs0f^ 
dni^s (9r<4^f-) iteiye bck t{(ofe:<vbD'«Dih'«(itt^^otr «refati(te» ^akidv 
}&fe^^ftiR in ihe '&» 9fiBMUt^v^ifp9t tonhetti't ;p||(^4are 
iiuhels if the4vhd)e%o(dy;<^ lhe|ti«f{4e-v they>.(»re^tustito>r«<tko» 
theitifei^is ^Aufh^neiof i)itM}r«Kw<»o>im%p£s cbfityt, <lMit, 4ti(e«ihe 
Ate,-llkto«tdidfe(H|fettb«klfit«(M)«i|)rt&i«q|iAli#(^ «il, itc- 
«liniitlg to thbi^i^qiMKly, ii«iilftti6k8f , Md><M{Mdi«^) £rilld(«ls itiiO^ 

WvHtti} tro,^attl«fttoli, dtg|iiMidi«<ls^#Mfi«A£t«Dti(hejil«JtMfl)> 
if^, ^ Areifh>te*'Or /!Mp,4ind^m4»ihW4)'e.«€«i0,^i«;ftehout-aD}r 
ia^ti4r, (4>r }p<ir}fll^tfqfMl «MU4«, )Ml lijlglb 0^ 
ttt<«l6htd^4«4lhfthe}ttlilv«flttl>^H»iof%MtO()fttf^^«itt)«(^k^ 
ib<iu)tt»i]^ and' ^MMi,<Vtkiie{lgfle' 'aki^tf^(>f!kptm* tMier^ifit'ef' 

Y«t 4ift> ^M«i <«)(gbt, '4fotlM#iAfito4a u««4tl »«piite, Oldt «l«o 
Ml&cc^jliididd ahiive z A4e«M[« ^lb»#h«>ihi itc iih«y •«oitau«i»ItHtt& 
his thoughts and unbend his«afes, iaor that foch'fiiemts'ik&uM: 
l56'llre^feettfff<*"Brs^V6*tf«^ftf4jM^ 

beft reigns; 'Mec.£N AS miS^iSatifV'A^chcnmcdf enriched and 
ftatt\oV9drkff'Aev^Vi^^^,'*«v^P6'ytr-^s ^doartlo <Aie rt!b:&fiRt«ne' 
is tti^y ^ere'to lb«;«^ <mpetof t^ljut th^^ehold^wk^^^ 
4iiga3tioa*m'e0'«»^ced-wboj>4iet«u» iftot the: pinn«e /^e«sipro^l 
. 1unihe]i,.itfi)k»>4liii$S6^^ >tQd,'[iy &kfe 

"ireiM'tfetitjitrOds, 
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KprefentationSi traduce all others, that they may engro^ him 
to themlelves > who arrogate to themfelves all the good, and 
lay upon him the blame of all unfortunate councils ^ who have 
no regard to his hbnotlir, when their owa.&foty is in queftion^- 
whofe adviee tends ti> their own private pfiD6t, without xsxo^ 
fideration of thqir olafter's or the public welfare; who^drair 
all lines to their oWn corrupted center; whofe ambt^a \% not 
grartified with any honours conferred upon himfelf> or wi^ 



Grace, or private Pardon, from the rage and indigna-. 
^on of ixi injured people j a people' nolefs loyal to their prince, 
than tenacious pf their LiBBR^ior, wbile he makes no encroas^ 
. ments upon; it., . 

Now Printed and PuWilbcd by T. BRAYNE, No. 55, oppofitc Hstton- 

Garden, Holbbr'n. 
Where may be had. Price Three-pence, the Political Siuimok> by 1^ 

young Divine. Li](;ewire a-n^w Edition 0/ No. 58 of this Papcur; coa- 

tifining Tome very imereilihs Matters Klative to Corsica, and all Mr. 
' Wilkes's Addrel^Vs in a ffnarl panf>phlct, Pr4ce Six-pence. Whole Sets of 

the. Extraordinary North Bkitov^ or the Numbers feparate« Qr^at- 

Variety of Political- Prims, &c. 
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EXTRAORDINARY 

NORTH BRITON- 

^ _ _ _ ■- — ■ — ^-t^-'^^ - 

NUMBER LXI. To be continued Weekly. 
SATURDAY^ JULY 8, 1769. Price Three-Pence. 

To the Printer of the Extraordin^arv North Briton,. 

SIR, 

ALTHOUGH I am not fubjeft to any groundlcfs fears or 
apprehenfionsi I cannot refleft upon the long progreflivie 
condud: of the c — 1 of B — e, without entertaining a belirf 
thj^t he has projedted, and is now induftrioufly endeavouring 
to execute a plan for the overthrow and deftruftion of our 
whole conftitution. And though obfervations of this nature 
have been made in fome of the public papers, the whole of 
that nobleman's conduft has not been candidly and corieifely 
laid before the public in one regular point of view, which 
only could enable them to form any reafonable conjedtures of 
his dcfigns. Permit me, therefore, to give you my thoughts 
thereon, which as a faithful fubjcft I think myfelf obliged to. 

Let us firft confider that this noble h>rd has proved himfelf 
lineally defcended from the Stuarts, who were once kings cJf 
this realm, and that in failure of iflu^ in the furviving ^r^;?r>^ 
of that family, he or bis iflue would bec^wn? the heirs apparent 
to the grown, if the pretcnfions of the wboje Stuart line was 
not happily defeated and provided againft by feveral aft$ of 
parliament, made in this kingdom fincc the abdic^ion of the 
Uft king of that name. I fay, it is ncceflary to confider this 
in the light that lord B — e has himfelf proved it, a^ the engine 
which has fince governed and influenced his whole conduft ; 
and I doubt not but every fcnfible, difpaffionate, a;id faithful 
fubjedt of our gracious foycreign will concur with me in the ' 
conclufions I fhall draw from the regular and progrcffive men- 
fores purfued by this imperious^, cjiafty politician. 

At 
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At a very early period of life 1 — d B — cingratiated himfelf inta 

the family and efteetn of his r 1 h^ s the late p — e of 

W s ; and being highly accomplished both in learning and 

politics, he gained the entire confidence of that p e and 

his r 1 c 1, and had the early tuition and inftruftion of 

his prefent m ^y, infomuch, that upon the demife of his- 

r 1 f r, he obtained the fole government and diredion 

both of his education and principles. This was his ultimate 
wiH) j it gave him every opportunity and influence that his un- 
lirtiited ambition could^afpire to, and he not only aflfumed all 
the authority confequent to fo high and important a ftation^ 
but he began his courfe of political intrigues by creating par- 
ties, and fomenting jealoufies and animoiities between the dif- 
ferent branches of the r 1 f y, and fecretly wormed 

himfelf into the management and direftion of thofe feuds^ 
which he had previoufly propagated ; and though he could 
not openly reap the fruits of thofe divifions during the life- 
time of his late m ^y, whofe virtues, refolute principles, 

and wifdom he dreaded ; he, immediately after his demife, or^ 

his m ^y's afcending to the t e, threw oflf the mafk of 

hypocrify, humility, and privacy, under which he before 
ad:ed, and had fpread the feeds of fedition, and now openly 
afTumed and continued not only the direction and government 

©f his m ^y's perfon and immediate domeftic concerns, bu 

alfo ufurped an unlimited authority and abfolute dictation in^ 
every branch and department of the government of thefe 
kingdoms. This was foTudden and fo unexpedtcd an events 
and carried on in fo rapid and imperious a ilile, as aftoniflied 
the whole nation ; and to prevent any interruption or controul 

in this ufurpation, he infinuated to his m ^y that many of 

the riobleft families in the kingdom, who had given the mofb 
diftinguifhed proofs of their attachment and fidelity to his r — 1 

g df r, were not fo warmly attached to him ; and the 

.contempt and refentment which they fhewed to this upftart fa- 
vourite, he conftrued intodifrefped: and want of duty to ak — ^g^ 
whom they revered and adored. — ^And the early confidence 
which this fubtle, this dangerous hypocrite obtained in his 

r 1 m r's breaft, joined to another influence, which I 

ihall not hint at, gave but too much weight to thofe infamous 
infinuations; fo that, in the courfe of a very few years, he 
not only created and fomented the greateft animofities and re- 
fentments between the moft dignified and powerful families in 

the whole kingdom, but alfo robbed his m y of a great 

ihare of the afiedUons of many of his moft faithful and loyal 
. fubjeiSs. 

This was the grand projed, the great talk, which the e — \ 
of B— ^ had to accomplifh ; he, with vexation and agony oF 

, heart, faw and knew, that on his m y's acceflion to the 

t e, there never was, and in all probability never will be, 

. a monarch feated thereon fo much revered, r^fpedled, and be- 
loved by all ranks and degrees of people^ even of diflTerent 

principles^ 
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principles, religion, and interefts; that whilft he governed 
the affeftions of his fubjeds in fo .eminent a degree, all his 
ambitious profpefts, and long- projected fchemes, in favour of 
the Stuart line, muft be abortive and fruftrated, and that all 
the united powers of the houfe of Bourbon, and their allies, 
could never effeftuate any defign in favour of a name and fa- 
mily det9fted by almoft every true-born Engliihman— I fay, 
he knew that whilft his m — — y fo entirely ingrofled and go- 
verned the hearts and affedtions of his people, nothing re- 
mained, — there was no other chance but what fliould proceed 
from difcord and internal difaffeftion. How far he has fuc- 
ceeded in this treafonable purfuit, I fubmit to the confidera- 
tion of every candid and unprejudiced mind ; — and the viru- 
lent, illegal, and arbitrary perfecutions, which he caufed to be 
profccuted and carried on againft every individual, who at- 
tempted to expofe or detedt him in his diabolical fchemes, can 
only evince how much the whole foul and genius of this am- 
bitious t r was fet upon the accomplifliment of thofe moft 

treafonable machinations. — Happy, however, for this diftrafted 
and convulfed kingdom, there were fome amongft us wha 
dared to interrupt the torrent of this upftart ufurpation, and 
to expofe the dangerous tendency of this impoftor's influence 
and arbitrary rule of government, though they could not pene- 
trate the dark receffes' of his heart. Some of the ancient nobility 
indeed, whofe rank, fortunes, and long fervices under the^ 
crown, intitled them to Angular marks of favour and conia- 
dence, were infulted and utterly neglected ; therefore juftly^ 
oJfFended at the infolence of this upftart favourite, with abhor- 
rence and contempt retired from every department of the go- 
vernment which came within his influence; but others, as 
juftly incenfed at his prefumption, fpoke aloud, and fhewed 
and exprefled their indignation, with fuch fpirit and intrepi- 
dity, as alarmed and ftunned him y and nothing but the alli- 
ances which he had fcandaloufly made with fome of the firft 
families in the kingdom, together with the impofitions which 

he conftantly pradlifed on his f n, cotild have faved him 

from an ignominious death. He often flood tottering and 
trembling on the fummit of his ufurped power, fufpended and 
equally dreading his impending fate, or overthrow of his 
grand, his treafonable purfuits. — His ambition was, however, 
too powerful, and conquered his timidity ^ he ventured to 
ftem the torrent of public refentment for fome time longer, 
and with all the avidity of a diftrefled, wretched mariner, 
fought fuch pilots as he thought would be moft fuitable to the 
dangerous courfe he was to fteer,' and to whom he might with 
fafety refign the helm. — Many were tried, and many were dif- 
mifled ; the fate of kingdoms (in his bofom) depended on his 
choice ; — no wonder then that he was both cautious and diffi^ 
dent, as nothing but long experience only could warrant his 
eledlion, or difcloflng fo dangerous, fo important a fecret.— ^ 
This, and this only, can account for the fluduation of mock 
'minifters and governors, with which this kingdom has been 

robbed 
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robbed and diflra<Sle(J for fcvcn fucccffive years ; for though he 
found fcveral of them both venal and profligate enough to af- 
fift and confpire in the diflipation of our treafures, and profc- 
cuting die moft illegd.and oppreflive meafures at his command 
or diclation, for the pupofc of fedition and animofity, yet. 
he dared, not venture to difclofe the ultimate of hk deiigns to 

any of them, until the d— ^e of G n was introduced into 

adminiftration by the e — 1 of C m : ILs, hcowever, at firft. 

confidcred his g— : — e as tap young i>nd uafettled a perfon for 
the execution of fuch an.ard'uous and difficult an undertakiiig,. 
and therefore declined any particular confidence or intimacy 
with him, until by experience he fou^id him capable both of 
undertaking and executive any the moft infernal defigns, pro- 
vided his avarice and ambition were to be gratified in the com- 
pletion. He found his g e of truly profligate principles, 
loft to every virtuous, manly feeling, and totally ruined in his 
fortunes ; his high rank and ftation in life he alio knew would 
give him fome ftntflion* and his being nominally appointed 

mto government by the m s of R m and the c — I 

of C m,. who had fome confidence with the public^ 

ftUl rendered him the moD? proper objeft of his approbation. 
Indeed, it vrould have bcca very difficult for him to have founci 
any man Q> perfectly accompliflied in every refpe<5l for the 

laudable- defigns and commiflibna defigned him, as his g e 

of G n. To him therefore he determined to reiign the 

u&rpation and government of a kingdom, which. he had, for. 

f feven years, moft effedually curfed, and fcandalpufly tyran^ 

nized over, fubje<St however to all fuch future orders and ex* 

prefles- a& he (hould think proper to communicate, which his 

deputy g e moft folemnly fwore and engaged he would 

moft religioujly obferve, perform, and obey; but as his g — e 
had hitherto, in fome degree, adled in his then department 

under the diredion and influence of the m ^s of R m, 

and 1 — d C m, it was thought expedient that his g — e 

.ftiould openly fliake oflT all allegiance to, and conne<Sion with, 
his former friends, and openly afliime the fole govetmnent 
and general adminiftration of affairs, in as ample a manner^ 
and with as defpotic and arbitrary fway,, as his mafter 1 — d 

B — e had done at any time before. How far his g < has 

faithfully and diligently performed and fulfilled his engage- 
ments to his patron fince the commencement of his govern- 
ment, I fliall alfo fiibmit to every fubje<5t of this kingdom, and 
particularly to the freeholders of Middlefex. I (hall only fay, 
that he has effedually kept up the fpirit of difcord and diflen- 
Jfion through the whole kingdom, or indeed has rather im^ 
proved oa the infernal devices committed to his particular at- 
tention and condudt. 

We muft not then be fiirprized that after 1 d P e 

had fubftituted fo able and accomplifhed a deputy, that be 
could with fafety and fatisfadlion leave the kingdom to hia ad- 
mifliftration^ and retire to the continent amongft thofe friends 

aod 
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and accomplices, for whom he had been fo long proje(fiing 
and profecuting fo dangerous and important a defign. The 
eminent fervices he had done the French monarch on the con- 
clufion of the laft glorious peace^ would, he knew, procure 
him the nioft cordial reception and regard that monarch could 
fiicw him, and intitle him to every afliftance in his power for 
the reftoration of the rejected Stuart line. The interefts and 
inclinations of France muft ever lead them to concur in any 
undertaking for tbat purpofe -, and I believe nobody can doubt 
of their malice and refentment to this nation for the many 
glorious drubbings which we gave them, during the laft war, 
in every part of the globe. This they h^ave not forgot, but, 
with the greateft afliduity, for fome years, have been improv- 
ing and augmenting both their army and navy ; and by the 
fcandalous and inadequate diftribution of prizes and plunder, 
and other contempts and injuries, fhamefully received by many 
of our beft officers, foldiers, and feamen, they have been able 
to feduce incredible numbers of each into their fervice, dailjf 
accounts and confirmations of which we are furniflied with, 
and our inattention to thofe important objects imputed to an 
indolence and ftupefadlion that governs in every interefting part 
of the adminiftration. But that is impoflible; ftupidity would 
be a pleafing epithet for this great negledl. It is not, it cannot 
be ftupidity; it is a concerted, long-premeditated, avenging 

blow of 1 d B e's, who is determined to keep us in 

this ftate of ftupefadion with refpe(5t to foreign concerns, and 
to involve and perplex the nation with civil broUs and conten-^ 
tions, to divert us from penetrating into his intrigues, until he 

has forced his m y's moft faithful and dutiful fubjecfls into 

a ftate of difaffedtion and refentment, from the numbcrlefs op- 
preflions which they daily fufFer ; then it is that he means to 
furprize us, and convince the world what an ambitious,, 
crafty, and tyrannical favourite is capable of undertaking, and 
give an inftance of ingratitude, treafon, and rebellion, that 
ihall far exceed any yet undertaken by his detefted race, and 
fuch as may ftiake the very foundation of our glorious and 
happy conftitution. Let us therefore guard againft this trea- 
cherous, dangerous enemy. An open and declared enemy we 
defy, but the native honefty and integrity of our own hearts 
has often prevented our feeing the vile machinations and crafty 
intrigues of an obfcure lurking foe. This friend of our hap- 
piness and repofe, we all know, has often been, and very pro- 
bably now is, at Rome, with his Coufin the Pretender. The 
honours and particular marks of efteem and favour conferred 
on him by the late, and, no doubt, augmented by the prefent 
Pope, are al(b well known. What the caufes and motives are- 
of fuch unufual honours, I think, may be eafily ktn ; and 
hotwithftanding the numbers of loyal addrelTes every day fent to 
our gracious k g from all parts of Scotland, few will re- 
gard their profeffions of loyalty, or doubt tkcir readinefs ta 

receive 
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receive this remaining hope of the Stuart line, if introduced 

and encouraged by 1 — d B e, who is too well acquainted 

with the danger of the undertaking to embark without the 
greateft probability of fuccefs. The advanced period of life 
and low circumftances alfo of the Pretender would lead him 

into any conceflions required by 1 d B e in favour of 

himfelf or family : the probability of his never marrying or 
having any iflue, muft alfb favour his ambitious defigns. Ma- 
turely confidering all thofe circumftances in their natural ap- 
pearances, and the ambition, intrigue, and infinuation of the 
projeftor, I alk. If it is not moft probable that this natural-born 
enemy to our conftitution, and to the Houfe of Brunfwick, is 
now, at this very jundure, plotting the utter deftrudion and 

overthrow both of our k g and kingdom ? And though I 

cannot fuppofe the d e of G n fo loft to all fenfe of 

loyalty and virtue, or fo inlmerfed in villainy and treachery, as 
to be privy to, and co-operating or aftifting in, any fuch de- 
fign, I appeal to every honeft, thinking, open Briton, if the 
whole tenor of his conduct, during his adniiniftration, will not 
bear fuch a conftruAion, and that he is hourly preparing a re- 
ception for, and leaving us expofed to, fuch dreadful calami- 
ties, by his illegal, injudicious, and deftrudlive meafures, and 
that the only excufe he can make is raftinefs, ignorance, and 
inattention. I wifti thofe, and no worfe, were the real 
caufes. 

Let us therefore, my countrymen and friends, fhake off all 
civil animofities, and guard againft the foreign foe. Let us„ 
with one voice and one mind, join in our dutiful and faithful 
remonftrances and petitions to our moft gracious fovereign> 
that he will be pleafed to avert and prote<5l his loyal, loving, and 
obedient fubjefts from fuch impending dangers ; that he may 
difmifs from his/prefence and fervice every perfon fufpedled of 
fuch treacherous and treafonable pradtices againft his perfon, 

kingdom, and conftitution ; and that he may diflblve a p— ; 1 

which has fupported and countenanced fuch dangerous mea- 
fures and minifters; and that the fomentors and abettors of all 
thofe internal animofities and national injuries may be fairly 
and conftitutionally tried at the bar of their injured and 
wounded country, and there receive fuch puniffiments as the 
nature of their offences have long fince juftly merited. 

C A T O. 

Now Printed and Publifhcd by T. BRAYNE, No. 55, oppofite Hatton- 

Garden, Holborn.. 
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To the ftinter o£ the Extraordinary North Briton. 

OBSERVATIONS and CKVTIO'HIS ferioufly recom^ 
mended to the FREEHOLDERS of the County of 
MIDDLESEX. 

SIR, 



rir\ H E jfeftttnee alitJidy pronounceii hf S-^ B- 



Jj^ D « ■ K ort the Freeholders of the County of Mid- 
dtefeK^ for daring, in the moft conftitutionat and refpedfbl 

nuuiery to addre& their beloved and gracious f .n^ is 

pregnant with a traia of the mcxik alarming and ckngerous 
coofeqaenccs^ and muft roufe the attention^ and call for the 
moil circnmiped: and fteadf conduct, not only c^ thofe Peti-^ 
tioners, but of tvety Freebdder in Great-Britain. 

It would far exceed the linaits of your pAper^ (hould I enter 
into any thing tiiat could be called a reply to the moft male- 
volenti illiberal, and dangerous comments, which that de- 
teftable miniilerial counfellor and advocate has dared to pub- 

lifli. 
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li{h, in feveral continued papers of the Gazetteer, from the 
fixth of June laft tq this time ; but I cannot refrain fronx,ia.- 
'deed I am impelled to, acquaint thofe gentlemen, and' the 
whole kingdom, that he is the author of this long-laboured, 
and infolent performance, fraught with the mod alarming me- 
naces, calculated to intimidate the weak and ignorant, and to- 
inflame the more fpirited and independent ; and though he 
has had the modefty or timidity to decline either putting his^ 
own name, of even aliy fiftitious fignature to tRofe 'produc- 
tions, his ftile of writing,' which only could convey the 
malevolence of ///> heart, is too well known to be miftaken 
for any other. Often have I heard him^ with horror and re»- 
fentment, bellow forth his Billingfgate thunder,, bpthatthe 
\)ar and in the fenate. He has been ever uniform in his prin- 
ciples, as well as in his capacity ; and in the feveral admini- 
ftrations, which, for feveral years paft, have been moft ob- 
noxious to this kingdom, however they mighthave varied in their 
meafures, or differed in the purfuit of their poirtlcaf exploits,. 

have all unanimoufly agreed, that S — B — l-F— e D e- 

F — was the only perfon in the whole train of m ■ 1 
hirelings whom nature had fufficiently qualified to execute 
the moft infamous, the njioft fcandalous, or the moft arduous 
commiffions, he was, in (hort, the only fcavenger they could 
confide in, cither to conceal a labour under the immenfe 
loads of filth which were juftly caft upon them,, they were all 
convinced, that whilft he was fufficiently and continually 
bribed, he would exert an effrontery and inference that neveip 
was equalled, and that he would, ia the prefencc of the 
infuked multitude, without either fear or remorfe, and ia 
a flile peculiarly his own, maintain and defend the greateft 
falfehoods, and the mofl illegal and arbitrary fchemes, of his 
employers, and infult both G — 'd and man^ by perjury and 
falfehood, in fupport of meafures which all their othpr com-*^ 
batants would fhrink from and ftand abafhed at. — Thefe, and* 
the like qualifications, have brought S — ' B^ — l-F^— E' intd- 
fuch confequencc and dignity with the prefcnt a >n, that 
they dare not, at this time, dctermiae a fingle quefHon of any 
importance without firft fubltnitting it to his imperial opinion; 
and their own weaknefs, infigni£cance, and total ignorance of 
our laws and conflitution, adds to the fhameful importance and 
arrogance which their Bully now openly aflumes. He ia 
become their abfolute and perpetual diftator, and; under the 
pretence of his abufive knowledge of the laws, and our go* 
yernraent, they have impofed him on their f n as a faith- 
ful and ikilful counfellor, and the only perfon capiablc of ex- 
tricating his m y and thcmfelvcs out of all die difputes^ 

divifionsi. 
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divifions, and perplexed queftioM, in which they have wan-» 
tonly involved the crown with its fubjeds; To him, there- 
fore,, the Petition of the Freeholders of Middlefex was re- 
ferred. for his advice and opinion in what manner this danger-, 
ous fcroll Ihould be treated. Dangerous I call it, and I truft 
it will prove, to every individual who has been even inftru- 
merital to the perpetration of thofe violations and grievances,, 
which made the prefenting of it indifpenfably neccffary. — 
But S— B — L-F — E, according to the modern C — ^f J e 
doflrine, fcorning the old formal method of trying thofe. der 
linquents by a Jury, or even any procefs at Jaw, upon reading 
the humble remonftrances of thofe Scald-Miferablesy thole 
feditious traitors and Confpirators (for thefe are the epithets 
he frequently confers on the Petitioners of the County of 
Micjdlefex) arraigns them, one and all, before his Imperial 

C — f J p, not in the air, but in the d— eof G n*s 

clofet- And becaufe the Petitioners have fet forth, that the 

H e of C s had declined or neglefted to enter into 

an enquiry of a certain paymafter*s accounts, he,, in one of 
his conmicnts in the Gazetteer of the 7th inftant, fays,, that 
** the manner in which the Commons of England will receive: 
•' thofe accufations of Parfon Home and his Petitioners, is; 
♦* not known at prefent, the next winter will bring with it 
** proofs how far thefe charges are to be regarded i for I think. 
•* no honefl man can with propriety depend on the infolent, 
•' aflertions of 1565 Middlefex Freeholders, who have thus 
•* impudently prefumed to exprefs the fenfe of that County, 
«< and of. the whole Britifli Empire ; nor can any man of 
^ common ^nfe believe that fuch accufations will pafs unex^- 
** aminedJ' — And in the next paragraph adds, "That the, 
** aitention wnich is juftly due to the preceding charges, de- 

** livercd into the hands of their f n,. muji be left to, the- 

*« C s of England:' 

From this finals fpccimen. of this virtuous hwytr's pronounced- 
opinion and principles, I think it necefTary to obferve, that it: 
is already evidently determined that his m — ^ — y Jhall not re- 
4refs any of the grievances or violations complained of in the: 
Petition^ but that it mull next winter com^ under the confi- 

deration of the H e of C s» I believe this would be 

the firft. inftance that has happened, fince the Revolution,. 
where one of the moft refpedable counties in England fhould 
be apppehenfive of having their Petition or Remonftrance to 
their f n come under a p ^y enquiry • 

In all great najional concerns, and important qucftions, it; 
has hitherto been the great happinefs, the ineftimable privilege 

and: 
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and grand ftandard of feturity ta the fubjcifts of Great-Britkitt; 
that whcnfdever or wHfereffocver oppreffcd^ or' aggnfevtd, they 
had refort to their ref>fefentatiVes in p-^ — -^ — t, as the implied 
and received prote^^brs of both their civil and rdiglous rights; 
liberties, and propertied. How dreadful a prbfpeft mttft it 
then prefent to us,* if^ we haVe catife to dread ah appeal to, or 
any decifion from, thofc oar coriftitbted guardians and pro- 

tedors! ^-What a Wretched^ condition muft this nation be 

reduced to,- if ever they (hbuld be thus drCutttftariced ! I 
triift this is not our cafe at pi^efeht. AVcre it Hcdvcn !-^Tfi<f 
thought, the bare thought of fudh an overthrow and perfeflf 
diflblution of our mofl: lafcred forni and order of gbvernment, 
iTiuft ftrike the moft alartriitig' and horrid impreflions intcx 
the very fods of every free-borrf Briton. ^I fhall, there- 
fore, difrtifs this gloomy* thought-; and yet die prefent cafe 
of the Freeholders of Middleftj^, coihJ>irfed vfittx the deter- 
minations of the H-^ 1 of C s during the laft winter^ 

the determined refolutibns and perfevcram^eof a m-^ -y 

who has fo opeilly arid flagrantly influenced thofc determiha- 
tion^, and the abufe and menaces thus pubKckly diundiii^ 
forth by this minift'erial cdtirifellor and ditflAtor, are eittemely 
afarming, and require thd utrndft exertion' of manly courage^ 
virtiious ftability, aftd inflexible pei'feverancd, to oppofe stnd* 

dfcfeat it. A Petition from thofc Freehbldek-s has beeti al- 

xtady ptefented to that fatne H^ — ^ of G— i— >• s beforej whom 
they are threatened to be arraigned next wiriter. How was 
it receivfed ? arid how difpoied of? I anfwer. That though it 
was: prefented' fdr redi^efs of onb of the greateft violations 
that ever was Committed on the uriqueftibhed chattered li- 
berties of a' free people, it vvas received with contempt and 
drfgufl', 9ttd difmiflcd with ah' a^^-^— y C6ritrt)ul, ly^ a moA 
ihameful majority,— ^^ What thea -are the Freeholders of' 
Middlefex to exped from the determina^h^ 6r cenlures- of* 

the very fame virtuous and uninfluenced H e of C s, 

Adhere charges of no ftnall cbnfequehces ai^e delitered into the 

hands of their S ^n agai^ft this very ll ^e of C-^ — ^s ?. 

the Freeholders of Middlefex being able to prove every one of 
thofc charges, upon the cleareft evidence and demonftrative 
fadts, will but illcreafe and ag'gravate their crimes of fedition, 
tomuk, difaffedion, and eoniprracy; it wtH be deemed an 
impeachment of the integrity and virtue of the whole 

H e, and where the prbfecutors only are to Become the 

fole judges, council, and jury for thofe delinquents, I leave it 
to themfelves what they arc to expedi, and what punifhmenf s 
muft be inflidled upon them. They muft be heavy, they 
iriuft be adequate to the hcnknjfriefs of their crimes, and 

proportioned 



Digitized by 



Google 



J 



Hot 62- 



NORTH BRITON. 



57J 



propordoiiecl to prejudgment and fentence alrouJy p ro no unc ed 
. ^^nft them, in the breaft of the modcratif the nM^ the tw-- 
. nam ht^T of all our nationai wounds and heart--bttrnmgs, 

S*- JB — I.-F— E I> B-F— • 

From the oMderation, lenity, and mescy^ which have been 

exerted by former adminiihations^ and pradifed by the pre- 

. fcnt, in the profecutions^ againft Mr. Wilfces^ Mr. Bingtey^ 

. and ievcnd odier peribns, we may» however, hope a niitigatian 

.of the ieotence to be pronounced on the Freeholders of Mid- 

.dtefex, and that not above diree or four hundred of them will 

^be fent to Newgate, the Tower, and other c9mfortsbte apmrt-- 

merits f where they nuy live luxurioufly and warnjly during the 

next winter ; but they muft not prefume to bring any adions^ 

or expe(^ any damages^ for falfe imprifonment*. 

However, gentlemen, permit me to offer my advice, ui op- 
pofirion to S— B — L-F — e. I give it without fee, doubfe or 
fingle, and withottt even the expeftation of rfiree thoufand 
pounds a year, or any c— ^7 — - — f, either in the air or in 
the infernal regions ;. receive it, therefore,, a* given from \ 
heart warmed and aduatcd by the genuine love of liberty and 
my country. Do not r«)y on the mercy cm: moderation of the 
tribunal I have already defcribed, and that you have already 
«Jcnowa« Call upon your truly y^&r virtuQua, and eiercifol 

f n for other judges who are not either prejudiced againft 

you, or inHuenced by any finiiler, minifterial ofieringi ; th^t 
*will hear you with candour,, patience, and benevolence 1 and 
though S— B — L-F — E has pronounced it, that you muft be 
arraigned before him,^ his m y wiU not tiiStt it) he will 
diflblve the prefent p t , and, if yott muft be trfcd, Jie 

will order you impartial judges, unbribed counfel, and an ho- 
oeft E^GLisif Jury — there, gentlemen, at the bar of fuch a 
feat of juftice I fhall readily, cheai^ly attend you, face ^is 
dreaded S — B — l-F — e, and all the m \ or infernal 

agents he may bring with him, and in open day, before G — d 
and man, prove him a villain, a villain of the deepeft, blackeft:: 
dye, an evil counfeller to our beft of k s,. and a traitor and. 
enemy to his country. 

For this glorious opportunity of vindicating yourfelves, and 
j)roving to the world that you are not that fet of feditious, 
difaffeSed traitors and confpirators this mercenary wretch has 
dared to brand ye,, to ftigmatize ye for. Roufe from your in- 
dolence and inadivity. Call upon the whole kingdom to join 
with you, and- fupport your fupplications to our mercifuL 

f ^n,. 
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f ■ » n^ that he will not permit his faithful fubjeds to fall 
the facrificed vidtims of a fct of monfters born with principles^ 
and curfed with abilities and avarice^ to devour the nation, 
and rivet everlafting chains of flavery and infamy upon fuc- 
ceeding ages. Your fellow-fubjefts muft and will fuccour and 
protect you, and kneeling niillions fhall approach the throne 
of grace, virtue, and compaflion. Thofe daring conlpirators 

have already boldly aflcrted, that your f n fliall not redrefs. 

your wrongs and injuries, and that they fhall be your judges* 
O God prolong that fatal day, and grant that tho£e chains, 
punjihnients, and tortures, intended for the innocent and free, 
may be faft rivctted on the hearts and hands of their inlernal 
forgers and projciftors^ who arc perjured,, guilty flaves* 

C A T O. 
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To the Printer of the Extraordinary Norti^ Briton* 

SIR, 

BY inferting the following addrcfs to the Free and Inde- 
pendent Eledlors of Great-Britain, you will greatly oblige 
your friend and correfporident, 

J. S. 
Fellow Countrymen, 

WHEN every art of corruption has been adopted that 
imaginatidn coald invent, with the intention, if pof- 

fible, toV^rniih over the a<3ions of a perjured m y; when 

the bold hand of tyranny has uiurped an authority over the 
land, threatening deftrudion to the Britiih empire, the Livery 
of London have, as Britons, infpired by the name, and ani-- 
mated by the glorious example of their anceftors, boldly 
ftepped forth as champions of Britifli freedom, and nobly 
withftood the torrent of oppreffive power that was bearing 
down upon them. They did not, as fycophants, crouch to the 
yoke of tyrants, but, to the conviftion of the world, have re- 
jedted with difdain the alluring bribe, flung back the menaces 
that were vented from the mouths of the moft infamous of 
men, and have openly complained to their fjvereign of the 

infulrs received from his faithlefs m ^rs, and of the many 

grievances which they and the whole nation unhappily labour 
under — too burthcnfome to bear longer. Some of our mi- 

iiifterial 
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nifterial advocates, of late, have had the infolence to declare, 
that the grievances complained of are not in exiftence. What 
further calamities are we to exped, or what dire oppreffions 
ftill impending, that will be accounted grievances ? Have we 
not already feen mafiacres and murders committed — jufticc 
perverted in an open and avowed manner — the 1-w of the land 
daringly fet afide — Britifh fubjeds, for a fuppofed offence, 
doomed to perpetual imprifonment, unlefs they turn their own 
accufers — and the firft perfoain one of the departments of the 
1-w-affuming an authority unheard of before, as profecutor, 
judge, and jury, and all under the fandliop of the law — and 

the rights of eledtion repeatedly and t oufly violated, by 

the very perfons who are chofen the guardians of our birth- 
rights ? Do not thefe crimes, big with guilt' of the blackeft 
dye, cry aloud for redrefs ? Be not then backward, my coua- 
trymen, in the protedion of your own lives and properties, 
and; if poffible, bring forth to public juftiee thofe vipers and 
blood-fuckers that have fo long bafked in the funfliine of c — t 
favour, whofe triumphs have been raifed from the fpoils of 
their injured country. The city of London have fet you a 
giorious example ; fti-ive, then, ' my countrymen; to imitate 
in adtions the greateft city in the univerfal globe, whofe in- 
habitants have always been a terror to bad minifters, and the 
foremoft in the caufe of liberty. Lay your fuffrages at the 
foot of the throne, humbly imploring the affiftance of his moft 
gracious majefty, as the only perfoa left to heal thofe fatal 
wounds made by thofe t — Is who have unfortunately creptinto ^ 
the r^— 1 favour;, and doubt not of fuccefs in the noble enter- 
prize. Brutus facrificed his own afpiring fons to the vengeance - 
of his fword, ia the caufe of freedom ; fo, doubtlefs, whea 
the voice of truth reaches the royal ear, our virtuous and 
beloved king, as the father of his people, will pour balm into 
their wounds, and foothe them into peace, by gfving up. to 
juftice thofe exalted criminals, though placed in his royal 
bofbm : then fhall freedom return to its wonted purity, while 
each Briton fhall rejoice ia triumph at the viftory obtained 
over their domeftic foes. 



To the Author of the Extraordinary. North Briton*^^ 

S I R, 

THERE is no charader in life, in which a free people 
is fo much interefted, as in that of the fate of a Mtntjier 
of States fince their very fate, in a great meafure, depends 
upon his probity or corruption. There is no charader- fo 

amiable^. 
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amiable, nor yet one fo deteftable, juft according to the nfe he 
makes of his power. A Minijler is certainly the moft important 
man in a nation, becaufe he is chief counfellor to his Sovereign^ 
and, too often, his oracle. Accarding to the influence he has 
over his mailer, he difpofes of the hopes, the expectations, the 
properties, the liberties, and even the lives, of millions, fome- 
times better men than himfelf. If he is a juft, able, and 
vigilant minifter, no praifes, no thanks, no rewards, can be 
fufficient for the pains he neceflarily muft be at, and the honeft 
fervices he daily renders to his country ; becaufe he has fo many 
ftrong temptations to the contrary : but if he is corrupt, mer- 
cenary, avaritious, or ignorant in his bufinefs, there ought to 
be no medium, no mercy in. his punifhment; the greateft a 
nation can infli(3: upon him is much too fmall for his crimes : 
his ignorance may be as deftruftive as his perfidioufnefs, and 
the latter in proportion to the truft his country repofes in him : 
yet, notwithftanding this inconteftible truth, there have been 
princes who thought themfelves obliged to protedl their mi- 
nifters, right or wrong, from the refentment of the people. 

It may fome time or other happen, as it has already happened, 
that England, may fee a prince upon the throne who may 
think himfelf very well ferved, when the nation finds itfelf 
very ill ufed : if fuch a prince ftiould really think himfelf, 
in honour, obliged to protedt the minifter in all his arbitrary 
fchemes, plunder, and rapine ; if he fliould permit him to 
proftitute his name as a fandion to his traiterous and parrici- 
dical practices, and join his own inclination and particular 
intereft, to what he holds as an eftabliihed maxim and prin- 
ciple of honour, the liberties of England would be in a very 
precarious fituation 5 they would be infenfibly fapped and un- 
dermined, if the 'minifter fhould be either a mettled, enter- 
prifing fellow himfelf, and the more fo if he Ihould have a 
fTolpone behind the civtain to encourage and direct him 3 fhould 
fuch a minifter have (if I may be allowed the expreflion) 
fucked in with his mother's milk, and been bred up in the 
principles and exercife of arbitrary power ; (hould he^ like 
another Oxford or a Bolingbroke^ proftituteithe dignity of the 
crown, by bartering away and bargaining for the higheft 
honours it poflefTes, in the purchafe of family connexions and 
corrupt dependencies, in that houfe who ought to be impartial 
mediators between the king and the people,, in order to dif- 
courage an incenfed, and, perhaps, ruined nation, in their juft 
inclinations to impeach him ; what bowels of compaffion to 
the conftitution could we expedt to find in him ? L-^ds and 

C ns v^ould, in procefs of time, become of little ufe; 

they would be laid afide, by degrees, as an impertinent clog 
upon the royal prerogative; a. minifter alone would lay taxes 

full 
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full as well as an a6t of parliament. Nothing, in fuch a cafe> 
would prevent our falling into downright 'flavery, but the 
courage and refolution with which the peop/e of Engldnd hare 
fo fortunately and nobly exerted themfelvcs upon focne late re- 
markable occafions, and, I hope, will always do fo upon all* 
juft occafions, in time, before the thrufi comes too home tJpon- 
them to parry it. 

To prevent fo fatal an event, it is^ no lefs the duty than the 
intereft of every true friend to his country to fligmatize with 
the utmoft marks of infamy y fuch a conduft in princes zr\A 
minijlers in general, without application to dny one in particular,. 
that fome future King may not be mifled, and betrsiyed by it 
into a belief that he is obliged, in honour, to protedji minifter 
wbofe crimes have rendered him a difgrace to his country, and 
odious to mankind -, for if this principle gains ground, it may 
be attended with bad confequences, very fatal to EngliJ^ liberty y 
to the Englifh commerce^ to the Englifh ccmfiitution, and, in a. 
word, to all the few remaining advantages, which, no thanks^ 
to oifr enemies or falfe friends, are yet peculiar to Rnglijh^ 
men. If„ therefore, it ftiould ever, in future, be the curfe of 
England to have a Sovereign upon the throne who fliall become 
the fcourge of his people, by the power he gives his favourite 
over them, who, by affeding to be arbitrary and terrible to 
his fubjeds, jQbould make himfelf a flave to his miniftcfy. 
and, ceafing to command a free people, prove a tyrant over 
ilaves, the greateft mark of loyalty a good fubjcd can ihew, 
will be to endeavour to open the eyes of fuch an infatuated, 
betrayed prince, and favc him from his gaoler minifter j nay,, 
to venture even his own life, to refcue him out of the hands of 
a villain that is vifibly betraying him, and contriving his ruin,. 
by expofing the artifices and treachery of fo hardened a traitor 
to his country. You will fay this is honeft dodrine, and 
founds very pretty in fpeculation, but who is the man that will 
venture to teH a prince the truth ? Every body, in fuch tiroes^ 
too often gives way; wife men fly from the court; they hide 
themfelves; they groan in fecret over the dying Liberties of 
their country. Would it not ftrike a damp on the braveft and 
mofl loyal, to fee the exa6t pattern of an imperial judge^ an 
upright J unbiaffed minifter, a great orator , and a true Englijh^ 
man^ contemned and infnlted iot his honeft fervices to his 
king and country ; to fee courage condudv loyalty, integrity, 
and ail the virtues that intitle a man to the favoui- of his 
prince^ and the notice and acknowledge naent of his country^, 
made the very inftruments to ruin the poffeflbr of them, and 
trampled under foot, to glut the cruelty, and gratify the ambi- 
tion, of an arbitrary, cunning, rapacious^ infolent FAvoURl'tfc ? 
This has been the cafe, and it is not impoffible but it may be 

the 
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the cafe again. Great, I acknowledge, are the difcourage- 
ments you fuggeft, even to the moft zealous advocates for the 
rights and liberties of their country; but. Nil de republica 
defperandum ejly was the invariable maxim among the Romans. 
In the Athenian commonwealth, the citizens who were in- 
different to the common good were branded for their infamous 
neutrality, and I fhall ever think it my duty to inculcate in the 
minds of thofe who love and deferve liberty, as principles the 
obfervance of which is the beft fecurity to a free ftate, that 
indifference to the public is a crime to be ranked but one 
degree beloW treachery, and that *^ Deserting the Com- 
monwealth IS NEXT TO Betraying it. 

When the demerits of an overgrown Leviathan in power, 
perhaps fkulking behind the curtain, demand exemplary 
punifhment, when the Vox Populi c^Xh aloud for public juftice, 
it will be found to be an unerring maxim in found politics, 
that to pay well and to hang well are the mofl flable ligaments 
of government. And fhould it, in future times, be the un- 
fortunate lot of thefe kingdoms to have fuch a miniiler at the 
helm, who has only ambition and avarice at heart, who is a 
mean court fpunge^ that (as Shakefpear elegantly exprelTes it) 
fucki up the kings countenance^ his rewards^ his authorities^ 
iJrhat honeft man could refrain from crying out with Pierre, 
in Venice Preferved ? 

To fee the fufFerings of my fellow-creatures 

And own myfclf a Man, to fee a Miniiler 

Cheat the deluded people with a fhow 

Of Liberty, which yet they ne'er mufl tafle of. 

Drive us, like wrecks, down the rough tide of pow'r. 

While no hold's left to fave us from Deftrudtion ; 

All that bear this ar^ Villains, and I one. 

Not to roufe up at the great call of Nature, 

And check the growth of thefjb domeflic fpoilers. 

That make us flaves, and tell us 'tis our choice. 

Were there a Brutus living, when fuch a minifler was fuf- 
fered to breathe the air of England, would he not break out 
in words fimilar to thofe of Metellus in the hiftory and fall of 
Caius Marius ? 

See, Romans, there, the ruin of your freedom, 
The blazing meteor that bodes ill to Rome; 
Oppreffion, Tyranny, Av'rice, and Pride, 
All centre in that melancholy brow. 
If you are mad for flaveryi long to try 
The weight of abslute chains, once more proclaim him. 

And 
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And laugh to think your throats fit for his fword ; 
Take me — take all your fenators, and drag 
Us headlong to the Tyber — ^plunge us in^ 

And bid adieu to Liberty for ever. 

Then turn, and fall before your new-made God. 
Bring your eftates, your children, and your wives^ 
And lay them at the feet of his ambition. 
This you muft do — and well it will become 
Such (laves, who fell their charter for a holyday. 

Let us not be purfuing gilded clouds, the compofition of 
vapour and a little funfliine, both fleeting appearances, and 
thereby convince all Europe, that, though we have been 
bruifed in the mortar^ we are not the wifer ! But let us, by a 
dutiful and decent application, bring fuch a traitor to public 
juftice ! Such confpirators againft mankind ought to know, 
that no fubterfuge, no tergiverfation, no knavifh fubtleties or 
pedantic quirks of lawyers, no fkulkings behind the thr — ne,. 
no family connexions or pretended authority from their 
m-fl-rs, fhall be able to fkreen and protedt them from public 
juftice; and that, though they change into all the (hapes of 
Proteus, they cannot avoid the rage of an oppreflcd and in- 
cenfed people, a rage that can be rendered lawful by no jufti- 
fication but public juftice and the public good. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 

C A T O. 



Now Printed and Publiflied by T, BRAYNE, No. «, oppofitc Hatton- 
Garden, Holborn ; and Sold by T. PEAT, No. 22, fleet-Street, and Mr, 
FELL, Pater-nofter, Row. 

Where may be had. Price Three-pence, the Political Sermon, by a 
young Divine. Likewife a new Edition of No, 58 of this Paper; con- 
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To the Printer of the ExtraqsRdinary North Briton. 
SIR, 

UP O N a review of all the tranfadtions in life, it 
will evidently appear, that the greateft misfortunes 
which attend mankind, have originally proceeded from 
trifling fubje<9:s or confequcnces; but, by aggravation and re- 
fentment on the one fide, and obflinacy and ill-nature on the 
other, thofe fubjeifts which were in themfelves perfectly trifling 
or trivial, have been the original fource, and produdtivc of 
the greateft calamities. 

The fame reflexion on the caufes of revolution in diflferent 
ftates and kingdoms, will convince us what dreadful evils may 
arifc from inteftine difputes and party divifions, amongft per- 
fons who were originally the warm friends and lovers of that 

conftitution. 
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conftitution, which, in the end, they have totally fubverted and 
deftroyed : and, if we candidly and diligently trace the original 
caufe of difpute, it will appear to have no relation^ to the ftrb- 
fequent e£fcd:s. The prefent alarming fituation of this king- 
dom is a melancholy proof of the juftnefs and propriety of 
thofe refledions, and fhould convince us of the neceffity of 
putting an immediate end to thoie animolities and civil dif- 
cords, which, for fome years, have diftradted and impeded not 
only the regular and important tranfadions of government, 
but have vitiated and confounded the minds and principles of 
the generality of the people. — The heroic abilities of the earl 
of Chatham, and the noble ardour and intrepidity of our 
commanders by fea and land, in the execution of the extenfive 
tonquefts committed to their courage and condud during the 
laft war^ in all parts of the globe, gladdened the hearts, and 
infufed the ideas of conqueft, wealth, and profperity through 
the whole nation, and every Briton afliimed a fuperiority over 
the reft of mankind : fluftied with conqueft, and expedation 
of immenfc treafures and advantages to the kingdom, no 
wonder that the generality of the people were diflatisficd at 
the conclufion and ratification of a peace, that then appeared, 
and has (ince proved to be inadequate to thofe conquefts and 
juft expcdations. The people were loaded with new and heavy 
taxes for the fupport of a glorious war; they chearfully paid 
thofe aftoniftiing contributions, hoping that, in the end^ they 
fliould be relieved of their burthens from the caufe they fup- 
portcd ; and the difappointment in thofe reafonable hopes, firft 
produced a murmuring and difcontent throughout the land;, 
the minifters who planned and concluded that peace, found they 
were become obnoxious to the people, and, inftead of con- 
certing fuch meafures as might have filenced-thofe nHirm-urings 
and difcontents, and remove fome of the heavy taxations im- 
pofed on them, fooliftily refolved to facrifice the man who 
ftood foremoft in cenfuring their condud ; that man was Mr. 
Wilkes ; him they attacked, in a way that has been univerfally 
pronounced illegal, cruel, and arbitrary^ and, inftead of calm- 
ing the minds, or giving that eafe which the people expeded, 
it inflamed them the more ; and the fucceflive meafures that 
have been fince taken by every miniftry, in confequence of 
this firft error, have not only aggravated and increafed that 
flame, but have changed both the caufe of difpute, and fubjed 
of diflTatisfadion. The beginning of this conteft was an abufe 
committed upon an individual, which had no relation to the 
reft of the kingdom, more than as a fubjed of England,, and 
in th^t I'enfe only they refented and oppofed the condud of 
thofe who had committed it: but, by the unaccountable 
ignorance, perfeverance, and madnefs of thofe minifters, and 

a fucccflion 
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a fucceflion of others, influenced and governed by them, in 
purfuing and endeavouring to juftify their former tranfadtions, 
they have, I would hope imperceptibly, involved themfelvcs, 
and the fubjeds of England, into the difcuflion of fubjefts, 
and determination of points refpedting their protection and 
conftitutional rights, of a more ferious and dangerous tendency 
than has happened at any period fince the Revolution. 

I fliall not here enter into any recapitulation of the incon- 
fiftency of thofe infatuated minifters, the particulais of which 
are already well known; I (hall only mention that which 
changed, or gave rife to, the nature of the prefent difputes ; 
it was the expulfion of Mr. Wilkes, after being duly elected 
by an unqueftionable legal majority of the freeholders of 
Middlefex. Through the perfon of Mr. Wilkes the free- 
holders of that county became deprived of one of their mod 
facrcd rights and privileges, and the cftablifhed law of the 
land was violated. Upon this expulfion the difpute between 
Mr. Wilkes and the miniftry ended, and the queftion reftcd 
between the p 1 and the freeholders of Middlefex. Ac- 
cording to the conftitutional rights and precedents in fuch 

cafesj they petitioned the H of C ^ to be reftored 

to their right of election ; but their petition was rejefted, and 
treated with contempt : the violation then became general ; 
and the freeholders of all the counties in England, juftly 

alarmed at the proceedings of both the miniftry and p 1, 

they having feen the refentment and pcrfeverance of the mi- 
niftry, and the ftiamefui influence they had on that p 1; 

they having feen a man, the profefl^ed enemy of the county of 

Middlefex, vacate his feat in p 1, for the avowed pur- 

pofe of obeying the commands of an obnoxious miniftry by 
force and- violence, feated in the fenate as their reprefentative, 
in open defiance of an immenfe majority; on the pretence of 
a di(qualification in the perfon of their repeated choice, when 
it was evident to a demonftratlon, that they had for that ex- 
prefs purpofe created that difqualification themfelves ; a new 
unheard-of difqualification, utterly before unknown in the 
whole tenor of our laws or conftitution ; and the only argu- 
ment that has been ufed to juftify this meafure is, that the 

dignity of p 1 required that they ftiould fupport their own 

rcfolutions, be them right or wrong. — Thofe injured, violated 
freeholders were then reduced to the necefl^ity of petitipning 
their fovereign for redrefs of that and other grievances, which 
had gradually, though fucceflively, for many years f^pped the 
very foundation of our eftablifhment: and as the only means 

left of redrefs, to diflTolve a p 1, folely devoted to thofe 

very minifters who had committed thofe daring depredations. 

The 
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The manner in which their petition has been received, and 
the little attention paid to it, has alarmed the whole king- 
dom ; and the language of the miniflerial writens, and evea 
their menaces againfl thcfe petitioners, and all others who 
Ihall follow that example, has reduced the kingdom to .the 
laft extremity, and higheft degree of diftradion* 

Some of thefe proftituted writers have the impudence to 
declare, that his majefty cannot redrefs the grievances com- 
plained of, nor banilh thofe from his prefencc who have beea 
the authors and promoters of thefe national, wrongs and ge- 
neral confufion. — In this ftate we remain at this jundwe, 
arid I will venture to fay, that it is the moft perilous ttnd 
dangerous fituation that the people of England have ever 
experienced, though incautioufly drawn into it ; furely it can- 
not be called a fpirit of fedition or difafi^£tion m people fo 
furrounded and encompafled, to endeavour, by every coniH- 
tutional and manly effort, to prevent the entire fubverfion of 
their government, and recover their loft and abrogated privi- 
leges. The queftion now depends between the whole body 
oT the people of England, and a it^ obnoxious minifters^ 
who have, by a combination of family compafts and engage- 
ments, and the pernicious influence of immenfe wealthy 
plundered from the treafury of the nation, ufurped a power 
in the government and adniiniftration, which they now pro- 
fefledly declare neither the k — g or people can or fhaH re- 
move or controul ; they have feized the reins of government, 
and the r — J prerogative — they have the fole diredion and 

diftation of the H of C^— — s, and they have prepared 

grievous chains of flavery for the people : the queftion there-^ 
fore now is, whether the fubjcds of Great-Britain will tamel^r 
fubmit to the ufurpation of thofe tyrants, or bravely refcuc^ 

their f n from their hands, and reftorc thcmfelvcs and 

their poftcrity to Freedom, Liberty and Glory ? This is 
really the queftion, without partiality or di^uife^ it is a 
queftion, which I thought neceftary to reduce to this point of 
view before my fellow-fubjedls' and countrymen; and will 
leave th^n at their own option what part to a£t, and on what 
they may think neceflary to refblve.— I truft they will refolve 
like Engliihmen. 

But in order to remove any fears or apprehenfioiis which 
the freeholders of this nation may entertain from the minifterial 
menaces which have been audacioufly pronounced againft them, 
on the fubjed of petitioning, I ftiall conclude this paper witk 
the refolutions of the Houfe of Conmions upon former iimilar 
occafions* 
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In the reign of Charles the Second, the people of England 
had many caufcs of grievance and complaint, and found it ne- 
ceflary to petition their fovereign for redrefs ; but there were 
dien a number of judges, minijiersy and mimjierial agents dif- 
perfed through the kingdom, to prevent thofe petitions, and 
to procure addreflcs to the king, expreffing their abhorrence of 
thofe petitions, and branding the petitioners with /edition and 
difaffeiiion. The parliament, however, met in the month of 
Oftober i>68o, and, amongft other matters, the right of pe- 
titioning came under their confideration ; and, in confequence 
of that, the conduift of thofe Obfervers (as they were called) 
became alfo an objeft of their enquiry; when the following 
refolutions were entered into, and now remain in the vote^ 
of the houfe : 

Refohedy nemine contradicente, *' That it is, and ever hath 
'* been, the undoubted right of the fubjeds of England, 
** to petition the king for calling and fitting of parlia- 
•* ments, and redreffing of grievances." 

Refqhedy ^' That to traduce fuch petitioning, as a violation of 
** duty, and to reprefent it to his majejty as tumultuous and 
** feditiousj is to betray the liberty ofthefubjeB, and con- 
** tribute to the defign of fubverting the antient legal 
** conftitution of this kingdom, and introducing arbitrary 
*•' power." 

Ordered, " That a committee be appointed to enquire of all 
" fuch perfons as have offended againft thofe rights of 
** the people." 

In confequence of thofe refolutions. Sir Robert Peyton, and 
Sir Francis Wythens, were expelled, and received the cenfure of 
the Houfe on their knees ; and the Houfe immediately prefented 
an addrefs to the King, againft Sir George JcfFeries, Recorder 
of London, fetting forth, ** that he had, on purpofe to ferve his 
•• own private ends, and to create a mifunderftanding between 
•• his majefty and his good fubjedts, though under the difguife 
** of fervice to his majefty, malicioufly declared fuch petitioning 
** fome times, to be tumultuous, feditious, and illegal ; and, at 
** other times, had prefumed publicly to infinuate and afTert, as :f 
** his majefty would deprive his citizens of London of their 
** charters, and other immunities ; and alfo of his royal favour, 
** in cafe they fliould petition ; and that in the like cafe, there 
** (hould not.bc any feffion of parliament." The Commons there- 
fore befought his majefty, to remove the faid Sir George JefFeries 
from his chief-jujiicej^ip ofCheJier, and all other public offices and . 

employments 
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employments under his majefty. He was accordingly difmifleA 
from his employments ; expelled, and received the cenfure of 
the Hoafe on his knees. 

I fhall not trouble the public with a lift of the number of 
other traitors who were thus juftly punifhed and expofed ; thofe 
inftances will, I hope, animate my fellow-countrymen and citi- 
zens, throughout the kingdom, to perfevere in the glorious caufe 
they have embarked in, namely, to petition their fovereign for 
redrefs of their grievances, and add to thofe already mentioned^ 
the menaces made ufe of by thofe tools of power, who have ia> 
the like manner violated our moft facied rights, and bring them, 
to condign puniftiment. 

I am. Sir, yours, &c, 

e A T o. 
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To the Printer of the Extraordinary North Briton. 

SIR, 

IT is now upwards of fix months fince I favoured you with 
my correfpondence ; and the extraordinary encouragement 
which the public and yourfelf then gave, as well from the na- 
ture of my juft and reafonable expectations, as for the manner 
in which I then fubmitted them to the public confideration, 
induces me to trouble you a fecond time on the fubjedt 
of thofe important offices immediately within my own depart- 
ment; and I flatter myfelf you will permit me, through 
the channel of your paper, to lay my real grievances and ap- 
prehenfions before thofe whom it does or may concern. 

The laft finifher or executioner of the law, vulgarly called 
a Hangman, is an office of fo much antiquity, and refpedt- 
able connexion with the fuperior Courts of Jufiice, that for 
fbme ages paft the bare mention of it has prevented and inti- 
midated the moft notorious and profligate offenders, from 
committing fuch offences as muft have brought, them to a 
final determination vvith me ; fome filly, infignificant fellows,, 
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it is true, have, for time imnjsmodal, employed me. ia the 
adminiftration of my public fervices ; but the original ap- 
pointment and nature of my office did not confine me to tnc 
difpatch of fome puny villj\ins,. ,and petty rogues ; th^re arc 
many inftances I could mention, where the firft rogues, and 
robbers of the higheft rank, have been committed to me, for 
the execution of that juftice which they could not receive at 
any other earthly tribunal : upon all fuch p^c^ons, the im- 
mediate difpatch of the bufinefs rcquliied at aw hands, the 
manner and decorum with which it was conduaed, and the 
peculiarity of my addrefs and condudt, not only infttred me 
the public applaufe of the whole nation, but fecured a revenue 
and perquifit^s fuitable to the ^^gnity of my ftation: but,, 
alas 1 the times art gr^tly changed 5 the hopour^ble deter- 
minations of my office have been fhamefully evaded and neg- 
lected, almoft ever fince the years 1745 and 1746; my at- 
tention entirely engrofled by incredible numbers of poor 
wretches, that are tearce able to pay the fees of office, with- 
out either ornament, rohe, or perquifi^e, worth my acceptance 
or notice; and, although thofe numberlefs infignincant rogues 
have been thus perpetually honoured with my attendance and 
execution, for the moft trifling and ' inconfiderable crimes, 
numbers of the rooft eminent flatc jobber?, peace-makers^ 
and others of the firft rank and quality, who juftly and re- 
peatedly have deierved the moft exalted fervices that I could 
rendeir them, have been unaccountably protected and fecured 
froni my legal authority upon and over them : and as the 
whole nation feems now determined to adopt the conftitu- 
tional ^nd legal method of petitioning his m » ■ ■ y for 
redrefs of their grievances ; the peculiarity of my office, in 
fome degree, prevents my joining in thofe juft complaints; 
and this prohibition but increafes and aggravates my un- 
doubted right. I am advifed that my prefenting a petition,, 
as an individual, complaining of the many and various, 
methods made ufc of to fcreen and refcue thofe firft-rate ori- 
ginals from that fete which tfieir infamous pradices merit, 
and proving the injuries done to, and violations committed 
jon, jny high ftation, might be attended with fuccefs ; but as 
I have ever iilled that ftation to which the conftitntional laws, 
of my country have raifed me, with honour, integrity, and. 
.ftri€t impartiality, I decline that meafure,. left it fliould be 
infinuated, or imagined, that the increafe of falary,. or emo- 
luments, or even the expedlation pf either title or penfion,. 
was the immediate or relative motive ; no. Sir, an equal; im^ 
partial and unprejudiced adminiftration of ftri(9: juftice, is all 
I either defire or require; and from the plan of impeachment 
hinted at in your patriotic paper of laft Saturday, I am con- 
tent to reft ipy juft complaints and hopes of redrefs upon the 
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event of thofe meafures that I hope will be purfued next 

winter, by a free, independent, and uninfluenced p 1. 

And 1 will very ingenuoufly own to you, that I am the more 
reconciled to the determinations of that meeting, becaufe I am 
well afTured that the prefent will be diflblved, and another 
called. I have, indeed, taken the ophrion of Bull-Face 
Double-Fee on this occafion; and, though he has been 
very remarkable in his endeavours td promote the bufinefs of 
my employ, he at prefehteives me very. little hopes that a 

j^c^ p_^ 1 will be called : but, on the other hand, I have 

the opinion of the moft learned and fenfible men in the na- 
tion, thai it will be otherwife, and that Bull-Face is pre- 
judiced in his prefent opinion, that he has been bribed by the 
other fide, at no lefs cxpence than 3000 1. a year, and fbme 
other trifles ; and that he alfo entertains a very great averfion 

to the name of a new p 1 ; nay, my laft counfelldr 

aflured me, that he is likely to be one of the very firil that 
will be committed to my care, if fuch an event fhould happen ; 
and therefore defired me not to believe one fyllable he faid on 
that fubj6<ft. Upon the whole, I am now fatisfied, that the 
plan will be purfued; that I ihall have full employment on 
my hands during the courfe of the next winter, and that the 
following charges of impeachment, amongft many others,, 

take place againft the following d d v— 11 — i t 

The firflr, I;am aflTored, Will be againft the E — of B — c 

.and the D — of B d, for that they knowingly, dc'fign- 

cdly and traiteroufly on the day of * - in the year of 

our Lord 1)6 , at a place called Fountainbleau, in the terri- 
tories of France, did agree to fettle and fign certain prelimi- 
nary articles of peace, with feveral of the enemies of Great 
Britain, who at feveral times and places, and in all corners of 
the world, had been, before that time, fhamefiilly kicked,, 
drubbed, and baftinadoed by certain faithful and loyal fub- 

jeftsofhism — y, called generals, officers, feamen, and 

foldiersi whereby the faid E — 1 of B — e and D — e'of 

B d, in cofljundtion with a certain other great man (who 

was fo much afhamed of the villainous part 'he had afted, and 
dreaded fo much the exit that I >{vould have given him, that 
he fuddenly departed this life by his own voluntary a<ft and 
deed) did, not^rithftanding^the many and great advantages 
which Great Britain then had over all her enemifes, accept of, 
and agree to, certain conditions, and engagements, that were 
inadequate to our vidories, injurious to the nation, and dif- 
graceful to the k — g, without obtaining or receiving any 
recompence for upwards of fixty millions which had been 
expended during the courfe of that glorious wai*; and that for 
their infamy and proftitutioij in the aforefaid tranfadion, they 

• ' traiteroufly 
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traiteroufly and felonioufly received from the enemies of their 
faid k — g and country, the fum of 500,000!. for their own 
fole and feparate ufe. 

The fecond article I am affured will be exhibited againft 
the faid e — 1 of B — e, for that he did traiteroufly and trea- 

fonably not only prevail with and advife his m y>-by 

falfe reprefentations and evil counfel to ratify and confirm the 
faid articles and treaty, but did alfo by corrupt and undue ii>- 
fluence bribe and feduce a majority of the parliament, which 
immediately after fuch ratification, met in Weftminfter-hall, 
to approve and countenance fuch inadequate and difgraceful 
. conditions. 

The third article, That he the faid e — 1 of B — e, notwith- 
ftanding he had been raifed from indigent and obfcurc cir^ 
cumflances, to the higheft pofts of honour and profit under 
th^ c — n; and had the truft and confidence of the k — g, to 
counfel and advife him for the fecurity and welfare of hrs 
fubjedls, did traiteroufly and wickedly abufe the truft and 
. confidence repofed in him, by diredting the r:— 1 will and 
authority to the advancement, gratification and emolument of 
his own pride, avarice and family preferments, whereby he 

deprived his M y of the afFeftion, love and refpedt of fe- 

veral of his moft faithful fubje<5ls ; and created and fomented 
animofities and diforders in the ftate, which have already oc- 

cafioned the murder of many of his m y's loyal fubjeds, 

and is ftill likely to be attended with many dreadful confe- 
quences. 

The fourth article I am afliired will be exhibitted againft 

W — m M y a Scotchman, commonly called L — d 

M , for that he at feveral times and occafions, to be 

therein particularly fpecified and proved, has wickedly and 
traiteroufly inverted and perplexed the genuine fpirit, and the 
true and equitable meaning of the laws of this realm, refufing 
the conftitutional and legal method of trial to feveral of his 

m ^y's fubje<a5, for impofing exorbitant fines and arbitrary 

punifhments upon others, for offences which were trivial, and 
infulting and difcouraging Englifh juries, and many other un- 
warrantable commitments and urtconftitutional proceedings. 

The fifth, will be againft G D E— 1 of H x, 

for .feizing, detaining and falfly imprifoning many of his 

m y's innocent fubjedts, by arbitrary^ illegal, and general 

warrants, in exprefs violation of the laws and liberties of the 
fubjedts of this kingdom, and for fubornation and bribery 
of evidence to fupport and defend feveral profecutions 
grounded upon fuch illegal and arbitrary warrants, and alf© 
for embezzling, fpoliating and mifapplying the public money 
pf the treafury in difctiarging the damages and heavy cofts 

rjecovered. 
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recovered againft him, and fome other matters which I can- 
not yet learn. 

The fixth I am aflured will be againft his g — e the d— e 

ef G n, for that he, under the direction and appointment 

ofthefaide — ^l of B — e, having obtained the fole govern- 
ment and adminiftration of this kingdom, and ufurped the dif- 
pofal of all the employments of theftate, hath by open profti- 
tution of fuch corrupt power difpofed of all fuch employments 
not amongft the honejiy xht capable and the meritorious^ but 
amongft his ovfnJycophantSy dependants and projlitute tools ^ and 
in order to gratify his ambitious delirc of arbitrarily dlred:ing 
the reins of the empire, hath obtained fuch influence in, and 

fpread fuch corruption through the f e, that though they 

are joined with him in the ftyle of power, they are become 
but cyphers under him in the exercife of it, and has thereby 
robbed the fubjedts of this kingdom of their juft and equal 
right of reprefentation, their greateft fecurity againft arbitrary 
government, and abfolute flavery. 

The feventh, that he the {aid d e of G— n for the 

further purpofe of depriving the fubjeds of their right of 

reprefentation in the f e, and to dcftroy and interrupt the 

freedom of eledtion, did wickedly, and feditioully hire, bribe, 
and encourage mobs of lawlef^ ruffians, and aftaffins, to 
allemble themfclves at certain places of election, to terrify and 
prevent the free and indepcndant eledtors from voting for 
their free choice of a reprefentative^ and to murder and alTaf- 
liiiate many of his majefty's loyal and peacable fubjedts, an^ 
did afterwards not only prevent and fcreen fuch murderers and 
aflaffins from the juft fentence pronounced upon them by the 
laws and judges of the realm, but alfo with the public money 
and out of the treafury of the kingdom, did reward,, p^y and 
provide for the faid murderers and ailaffins. 

The eighth article will be againft the faid d — e of G -n, 

for that he not only fliamefully fquandered and embezzled 
very confiderable fums of the public money, but that by the 
corruption and influence aforcfaid prevented any inquiry to 
be made therein, but alfo ftopped the regular mode and pio- 
cefs of law, in compelling a paymafter to account for feveral 
millions of the public money, remaining in his hands, and 
unaccounted for, together with many other crimes and mlfde- 
which meanors, will, I am aflTured,. be exhibited againft thofe 
feveral ftate delinquents. 

If this be true, Mr. North Briton, and no doubt it is, 
my hopes of employ are revived, and I fliall have the pleafure 
and happinefs of convincing all mankind, how heartily dif- 
pofed, and ready I am, and always fliall be, to execute ftridt 
juftice upon the great as well as the fmall, upon the higheft 
as well as the loweft, with9Ut partiality or prejudice: with 
me either ftars, garters, titles, Qr the greateft accumulation of 
neither well or ill gotten fortune, makes not the leaft diftiific- 
tion, from the meaneft wretch the nation produces; except 
that to the former, out of a certain refpedt to their dignity, 
I put myfelf to a very confiderable expence in purchafing the 

moft 
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moft elegant and delicate filken cords, or beft made axes; 
and for the latter a conamon piece of hemp is as much as they 
cxped or wi/h for. In the prefcnt cafe I am, Ijowever, tole- 
rably furnifhed with fome of the very beft materials^ firitabk w 
perfons of the firft rank, and the ftorc I have now in my repo- 
fitory, will, I am fure, be fufficient to anfwer the whole of 
next winter's operations : the reafon indeed that I have fuch ik 
ftorc now ready prepared, was occafionedby th^ fanguineho^ 
which I entertained, and the public with fo much reafon ex- - 
peded, that immediately after the conclufion of the laft peace, 
I fliould be employed in fome very important and well-earned 
executions ; I therefore, at a very confiderable expence, im- 
mediately furnifhed myfelf with feveral dozens of the mod 
curious and fineft cords of the pureft filk, and many of them 
worked and ornamented with gold and filver; and alfb one 
dozen of axes, made by the iirft chirurgical inftrument- 
maker in England, fo finely tempered, and fo excjuifitcJy 
Iharpened, that, with a fingle ftroke, I will venture the whole 
revenues of my employ, I (hall ftrike, or rather (have off the 
head of the firft man of quality, or minifter of ftate, in Eu- 
rope. I muft aflure you. Sir, that the expence of purchafing 
thofe materials, which have lain upon my hands as a dead 
ftock for fo great a length of time, has very much hurt both 
my fortune and credit ; but the profpedt at prefent before 
me fills me with joy and fatisfadion. What I have to requeft 
of you. Sir, is, that you will encourage and promote this 
great national caufe with all the affiduity and diligence in your 
ly^ power. For fome numbers paft of your very valuable 
^ paper, you have, indeed, opened the eyes of the people, 

and plainly proved both the reditude and neceffity of this 
great execution; but you muft perfevere; you muft not 
lofe fight of a fubjed: that will redotrnd fo much to your 
own and the nation's honour, happinefs, and repofe, and to 
tny credit, emolument, and fatisfaftion ; and in return for 
thofe fervices, I promife you on the word of an honeft, tender- 
hearted gentleman, that I ihall not only give you the moft 
early and genuine account of the laft fpeeches, dying fenti- 
ments, and conduct of thofe heroes who fliall be committed to 
my care, but that if ever it fhall be your own fate to mount 
the fcafiFold where fo many great perfonages have atoned for 
the injuries done to their bleeding country, I fli^l Ihew you 
all that refped, tendernefs, and friendfhip, which you have a 

right to exped from, Dear S r r. 

Your very fincere friend and admirer, 
, JOHN KETCH, 

i Now Printed and Piibliflied bv T. BRAYNE, No. 55, oppofftc Hatton- 
Garden, Holborn ; and Sold by T. PEAT, No. 22, Fket-Strect, and Mr» 
FELL, Patcr-noftcr, Row. 
Where may be had, juft publifhed. Memoirs of the Duke of Grafton and 
Mifs Parfons. Likewife Memoirs of the late Mifs ElHpt ; and new Edfti- 
ons of No. 61, 62 and 63, by the Author of thi» Paper j arid all Mr. 
Wilkes^s Addrefles in a faiall Pamphlet, Price Six-pence. Whole Sets of 
the Extraordinary North Briton> oc the Numberi feparate. Great 
Variety of Political Prints, &c. 
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DamnatiQii! 
He again retumM to blaft our hopes. 
This Second time he's crols'd us like an Evil genius, 

RowE* 

Addreffed to the F a v o u r i x e, by a Lady, 

My Lord, 

GI V E me leave to congratulate you on your iafe return fsoax the 
late ^t you have paid to that fwom Enemy to Britifli Freedom, 
and the Proteftant fucceffion, your relation at Rome, who I 
doubt not has authorized you to be if poflible ftill more abfolute in your 

Infamous Proceedings, in ruling the K and K dom with a rod 

of Iron, by making the People groan under the weight ofOppreffion, 
and your S— — n odious to his Subje<5ls, in your debaring him from 
^granting them Relief, effeftualy to eafe them of their burthens^ in order 

to make way to the T n for a Proud Ufurper whofe repeated 

attempts has Utherto been Ineffectual, and I truft in Gfod all future ones 
wU be comparitivly abortive; beware my Lord how you temperife any 

further 
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further In the National affairs, as your defigns are already feen through 
by the difceming part of the Nation, and you are held contemptible by 
the Public in general, not from your being a Scotchman, it is not 
the Man, but the Villainy that is deteftable; beware I fay how you 
temperife any further, or doubtlefs you may be arraigned at the Bar of 
the. Grand Tribune of the Natbn, for tl|e crimes of which you are now 
only cenfuredj how e're your Lordfliip may flatter yourfelf on being 
feated almoft on the higheft fununit of Ambition, yet Juftice at laft will 

have it's courfe, and though you cling to the curtains of th T- ^n, the 

weight of your own Quiit, and the Veageaace of an lajural People will 
pull you down, and drag you to the Scaffold, where the ignominious 
Block is ahnoft ere,£led for your deftru6Hon. 

The very naipe of Favourite k beconie frSjgjhtfii, and jco^ 
return flriics a dtajnp upon every Countenance, knowing that you aje 
the foundation of their numberlefs Wrongs, and the grand Palladium 
by which your deputies are didtated how to proceed, and indeed had 
your LordAipfearched the Infernal Regions, or raifed Hell ingendered, 
it could not have produced wretches with principles more fi^table to 

your diabolical ambitious will, than the prefent ad ^n, they have 

openly violated the Laws, and fown the feeds of diflenfion amongft the 
People, which have too fuccefsfully fprung up, warm'd with the gilded 
beams of Sorditude, and while the uplifted dagger has been held to our 
breafts, we have heen infulted with the language of comnaon robbers; 
threatened if we did not peaceably fubmit to have our properties taken 

away, our lives (hould pay the forfeit . As a witnefs of thefe horrid , . 

threats being pyt ip e^ceeution, we have feen feveral of his MajeftyJ#^7^ 
loyal fubjefts barbarQufly and inhumanly njaflacteed when defencelef&^E;^ 
and unarmed, except with Inocence ; and the perpetrators of the guilt '^^^ 
fcreen'd from public Juftice^ — : — . Thefe thefe, are the fatal effeds 
jnflided on a Free People, by the Prefumpdon of a Defpotick 
FAvouRfTPr ^^^ ^h^ l/^rigM^6, of ^ Vindi(5tivQ Womajv— . Jlecolledi 
my Lord your fcattered fenfes^ and when retired to your downy Pillow, 
to take the filent folitude of repofej take a view of the difembodfedGk)ft> 
of the fallen viftimSj whom your Tyrany has moll rudely driven froqi 
the World before the appointed time <^ God, vi^w I fay theft am^ 
bafladors fent from the abodes of the Dead, pointing to their Wounds, 
crying out Re v e n G E ? And as Fear is ever companion to Guilt, you 
>vill then, touched with Remorfe, behdd with horror and confifion, thf 
impending fete that is bearing down upon you like a dr^dfijl deluge; 
remember my Lord you through the private cone^ions with a Lewd 

Woman, involved a Kingdom on the brink of Ruin ^ Poured 

Poifon into the ear of your R mafter, and in his riper years of 

manhood you have infufed mto his R ■ ■■ mind, principles inconfiflent 

with 
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with a happy reign over a Free People — . Tliefe are a few of the 
crimes laid to your charge, which muft (hock your very Soul, unlefe you 
are loft to all fenfe of Honour ajid Humanity. 

If your Lordflup will but look back» even to the eorlieft period of 
time;, hiftory will fomifli you with feveral inftances of the fevereft 
f uniftxments being infli(3ed upon capital offenders, tho for lefs injuries 
committed than thofe of which you ftand accufed — . In the reign ctf 
Ed.wajr^d the Second, or rather in the reign of Fa vov rites, you may 
behold Gav^sxon in all the fplondorof a Courtj and anon, fee hkia 
ftretchedout a breafhlefs Corfe upon the Scaffold? his infolent behaviour 
to his fuperiors and to the kingdom in general — , and the undefervei 
honours repeatedly conferred upon him by his Prince with lb unfparing 
^hand — , incenfed the People to fuch a pitch of indignation, that theiy 
were determined to rid the Land of this :proiid Infuker, even Royaky 
itfelf, nor the fete of arms coidd proteft Wm from ialliag into the hand* 
of an inraged multitude, wdao obliged him to pay the ranfomwith hi« 
Life for his prefiunptiooj thus had Edward the mortification to fee the 
^darling of his Soul takea from his prefence, without having it in hi* 
power to grant him tne leaft affiftance. 

However thb unfortunate Prince ftUl perfifted in perfuing the fstat 
raeafures he had done before, tho he m^ht fufficiently have keea de- 
terred by the above mentioned Gataftrof)he^ but he ftUl delighted in 
shewing too gr«at a partialky amoo^ his fubje<£ls, tho they ^ighc to 
be equally dear to the Soverign, as Children to the Parent; aeverthelefi 
the King through the weaknefs of his Head, which was not to be 
-equaled but by the depravity of his Heart; took bto his Royal &vout 
the two Spencers, which was no iboner done, than theyafliimed the 
whole management of the reigns of Government, ingroffed into their 
own hands all Places of Truft and Profit, and Ty ranized with fo |p:eat 
an ambition, till they at length through their Avarice and Cruelty, 
brought upon themfelves a general Contempt, which was followed by 
an Impeachment, charging them wkh having mifled the Kiag by their 
«vil counfels &c, and of turning good Minifters and Ofiicers out of 
Places, and filling them with their own Creatures—. This being fiilly 
proved againft them, they were cc^idemned to a perpetual banifliment, 
which fentence wasput in execution accordingly; but they finding the 
great difference between their former fplendouf, aod a life of exile, 
they determined to return and try their fortunes once again, which 
ended in their being obliged to fubmk to the fame fete of their late 
predeceflbr — . Nor did the calamities end here, for the mifguided 
Prince, from his willful fhipidity, found himfelf at laft under the ne- 
ce(&ty of compounding wkh his fubjeAs, by the refignation of his 

Crown, 
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Crown, which in the fequel proved only as a Prologue to his untimely 
Death. 

• 

I cannot conclude my Lord without pointing out to your view an 

other inftance in the fucceeding reign^ ftill more fimilar to the pre- 

fent — , the arrogance of Mortimer, incouraged by a Criminal 

correfpondence with the Queen Dowager, is not to be parralled 

except with the haughtinefs of the Earl of B * Mortimer thus 

puffed up with Pride and Vanity, Tyranized over the young Prince 
as Lord and Matter, and diftated as fole Governor, with ixich a train 
oflnfolence; that the King diigufted at feeing his Royal Authority 
proftituted by a vain glorious Favourite, determined to crufti him 
for his prefumtion, and the King's refolution being made known, the 
firft Nobles and Gentlemen in the Land was glad of embraceing the 
oppertunity of wreaking their vengeance on the Tyrant ; however the 
King chofe a feleft party for this glorious enterprise, and the fcheme 
being put in execution, he in company with his chiefs, entered the 
appartment of Mortim€R, where the Royal hero feized the Tratior 
with the reft of his accomplices 5 and the Queen Dowager who was 
in the next room, finding her gallant furrounded with fi)es, cryed 
out to her Son — . Fair Son! fair Son have pity on the gentle 
Mortimer; but the King refufing to comply with the intreaties of 
his mother, refolved to perfecute the fullier of his glory with the 
greateft rigour j he fent Mortimer to be kept under clofe con- 
finement, till articles of impeachment could be commenced againft 
him, which was done as foon as poffible, and he was accufed of 
embezzleing the King's Treafure— , of confpiring to deftroy his 
Majelty's beft Friends—, of obtaining pardon for two hundred 
Irishmen who had Murdered the King's Leige Subjeftsr— , of 
affuming the legal power, and ingroffing the adminiftration &c. &c. 
Thefe faas being clearly proved againft him, fentence was pro- 
nounced upon him with the greateft feverity, and was immediately 
put in execution, to the great joy and fatisfaftion of every True 
Lover of his King and Country. 

What than remains for you my Lord, Banishment or Death ! 
fly than if poffible to fome diftant realm, where your crimes are yet 
unheard of, and there wander out a life of exile, for in your obftinate 
perfiftapce, deftruaion awaits your prefence, while your difconfolate 
friends YnH have the unhappinefe in hearing of numberlefs fpeftators 
viewing your Headlefs Trunk, while the Executioner holdeth up the 
defeaivePart— : Exclaiming-? This is the H^ ad of a Traitor, 

My 
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My Lord, Impeachinonts cannot wound an Imocent Man. Suck 
Arrows will fly over his Head, or drop at his Feet. Guilty Men 
only, Fear them, or are Hurt by them; Men whofe AAions will 
not bear Examination, and therefore muft not be Examined. Has 
Falfehood or Malice drawn a Shade over any great Man^sCha rafter? 
An Impeachment would in fuch Cafe difperfe the Clouds. 
Inocence and Truth wants only to be Shewn, and they will 
foon blunt or turn aflde the Arrows of Prejudice and Obloquy, and 
Shine thro' the Mifts of Malice and Shnder. Reflection does not 
bring to my memory any Man living who now ftands fo much in 
Dread of an Impeachment as yourfelf and your Collegue the 

D e of G n. A m u r a t h, late Prime Minifter to a 

great Nabob, with whofe Charader I fliall prefent my Readers 
in an English Drefs, as tranfmftted to me in the original 
Language, by an Officer who took this MS. (among other Spoils) 
in the Camp of the Nabob, takcsn by General C ve. 

" Amu rath was Political with only felfith Views, and Wife,. 
<' only to hisQwa and hisCountiyV Ruin; known to every Body, 
** yet a Stranger to himfclf : He ftarted up, like a Muiiroomv 
" from a-hot Bed, reeking with — Filth into a Minifter, laid mighty 
*• Schemes for his own Grjjadeur, formed myfterious Confpixacies 
*' againft the State tx> overturn the Coaftitution, and amafled t^ 
*' himfelf and his Family great Riches and Titles; till, likff a 
" Top-heavy Building, reared up to an invidious Height, and 
** having no folid Foundation in Merit, he was blown down by the 
" Breath of the People; and now — ^ fecond Damocles at a 
^ Feaft with a Sword over his Head, he trembles, like an Afpine 
" Leaf, in Dftad of an— X — , difcorering too late the Rock upon 
" which he fplit, in not adhering to the Advice given to him by 
" his Uncle; and that, tho** he thought himfelf a mighty Politician^ 
^ the Exitof luch an A<5tor upon the public Stage of Government^ 
** could not but be attended with the Hifles of impartial SpeAatorsj. 
" and, however flattered and courted in the Zeaith of Power,, by 
** Farafites, Tools, and Dependents, he muft be Dctefted and* 
** Accurfed by all the Honest ;. and^ in the Decline of Power^ 
<* Deferted and Unpitied even by the Worst of Mankind/' 
SQJuft are thofe Words of Claudiaj*, 



-ToHuntur ad alkum 



Ut bpfu. ^vierer cadaiftt; 

A beasafuU 
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A beautifull AUufion to which is the Caution that Ben Johnson 
gives to Great Men in his Conclufion of the Tragedy of 
SEJANUS: 



-Forbear, ye Things 



That ftand upon the Battlements of State, 

To boaft your flipp'ry Height! When you do fall. 

You dafh yourfelves to Pieces ne'er to rife : 

And HE that lends you Pity, is not wise. 

R O X A N A. 

I fhall Conclude this Paper with an Addrefs to my fellow 
Citifens and Countrymen in gqneraU 

** As Englishmen, you are Freemen, and Men of Reason 
** and Spikit. Exert your Reafon, awake your Spirit, and aflert 

** your Freedom! You have a Right to petition the P 1 

** for Impeachment J you have a Right to petition the K j to 

** propofe your Grievances to Both, and to be heard and believed 
" when you fuffer any. For your own, for your Country's Sake 
*' ihew your Spirit, your Underftanding. and your Vigour upon 
'^ this Occafion, and the Prayers and good Wiflies of every honeft 
^* Man will attend you." 

C A T O. 



ADVERTISEMENT 

In the Prefs and fpeedely will be Publiflied., Dedicated to Lady 

C n, an Ode called the Favourite's Return, or come Tickle 

me Sawney — . Set to Mufic by the Author of the Rebell's March, 
and Backagain Laddy — . To be had at the Cat and Bagpipes in 
Southaudley-Street, where great numbers are Printing off, par- 
ticularly for Scotland. 



Now Printed and Publiflied by T. B R A Y N E, No. 55, oppoficd Hatton-Garden, 
Holbora; and Sold by T. PEAT. No. 22, Fleet-Street, and Mr. FELL, 
Pater-nofter, Row. 

Where may be had, juft publiflied, Mcmoris of the Duke of Grafton and Mifs 
Parfons, Likewife Memoirs of Mifs Elliot; and new Editions of No. 61, 62 
and 63. by the Author of this Paper; and all Mr. W4ikes's AddreiTes in a 
fmall Pamphlet, Price Six-pencr Whole Sets of the Eytraordinary 
North Briton, or the Numbers feparate. Great Variety of Political 
Prints, &c» 
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De fumma falnte veftra, de veftris libcris, de aris & focis, de 
imperio, de lirertate, de salute Patri^, deque 
iiniverfa Republica, decernite diligenter ac fortiter. 

Cic. 



To the Printer of die Extraordinary North Britton^ 

S I R, 

I Have been often fuprized that a Doubt could poffibly take Root, 
( as it did ) in the Minds of fome very eminent Lawyers, in the 
Reign of Qeen Anne 5 Whether any of the Charges exhibited by 

the Houfe of Commons againft the E of Oxford conftituted 

High Treason; for tho' the feveral Species of Treasons 
enumerated in the Statute of the 25th of Edward the Third 

feem 
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feem defigned only to extend to Treafons which were committed 
" againft our Lord the King and his Royal Majesty," as 
the Aft exprefly fays, yet it is evident from the whole Tenour of 
it, that this Aft was intended purely to reftrain the unlimited and 
exorbitant Authority affumed by the King's Courts in declaring 
Treafons, and Sacrificing whom they pleafed to unlawful Power; 
for by the fame AA it is declared in the following Words : " If, 
** in any other Cafe, fuppofed Treason, than before fpecified, 
" fhould happen before any Juflicc, they fhall stay Judgment 
"^^ TILL the Caufe be fhewn before the Parliament, whether it 
** ought to be judged Treason or not?" By whiclx it appears 
that the LegiHature did not alter what was Treafon, tuit jh^ Judges 
of it; for, as to the higheft and mofl heinous Treafon, the Treafbji 
againfl the Legiflature and the whole Body^of the People, for 
whofe Safety alone there was any Treafon againfl the King, the 
Parliament referved the Judgment of any fuch Treafon to them- 
felves. They knew that Treafon againfl the Conflijution could 
feldom be committed, but by Ministers and Favourites of 
Princes, protefted by Power, and fheltered by Authority; and^ 
therefore, that it would be abfurd to trufi the Punifliment of fuch 
Knaves to Judges made by themfelves, who would have neither 
Inclination, Spirit, aor Charader, to reach Crimes countcaaaced, 
and perhaps authorized by a Richard the Second, or air^.^ 
Edward the Second. 

If any Man, intrufted by a King to counfel and advife him for 
the Security and Welfare of his Subje(5>8,' fhould abiife the Con- 
fidence his Majefly repofes in him, and dired all his Counfels to 
his private Advancement, and Sacrifice the Honour and Dignity 

of the C ^t to his Avarice and Ambition ; if he ihould make the 

Public Treasure a Fund to fupply his Private Extravagances; 
if he fhould raife a Spirit of Difaflfedion in the Minds of the People 
by engroffijig more Favours from the King than one Subjed ought 
to receive, and afterwards fupport himfelf by Corrupt Attachments, 
Family Connections purchafed at the Expence of the Public, and 
by force and Violence againfl the Juflice and Inclination of the 
People; if he fhould Sacrifice the Fruits of a Jufl, NecefTary, and 
beyond the moft fanguine Expe<5tations Sucefsful War, to buy for 
the Maintenance of his own Power as a M^-n — r, a reproachful 

ignominious 
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ignominious Peace, would not fuch a Man, like Sejanus, be 
guilty of a moft dangerous and deftru<Stive Species of Treafon ? 

Impeachments in Parliament are the Aft of the Houfe; and 
the Judgment of the H*— fe of C — mm— ns of E — g — l — d in 
former Reigns has been, that fome of the following ra6b; con- 
fiitut^HiGH Treason, and all of them at leaft High Crimes 
and Mifdemeinors 5 Where a Man in the profperous Condition 
of a Affairs, by the Wildom and Unanimity of the E — gl — ih 
Connfels many fignal Advantages both by Sea and Land were 
obtained againft the common Enemy, whereby the Glory and Re- 
putation of the Engl-i— fli Arms were raifed to a higher Pitch than 
in any former Age, and a Minifter with other evil-minded Perfons, 
Enemies to the true Intereft of their County, fliall by any wicked 
Arts and Infinuations obtain Accefs to the S-v-n, get into his or her 
Council, and into Places of the higheftTruft to make way for his 
pernicious Enterprizes, and give falfe and pernicious Counfels to his 
or her Majefty; 

Where a Minifter, having no Regard to the Honour and Safety 
of his S-v-n, or of bis or her Kingdoms with which he was entruft- 
ed, but being devoted to the Intereft and Service of the Enemy, 
Ihall malicioufly and wickedly improve the Demands of the Enemies 
to his Country more to their Advantage than they themfelves would 
ever have hoped for 1 

Where by clandeftine and fecret Negotiations with the Enemies 
of England he ftiall give up the particular Intereft of his own 
Country; and, in a Time of open War, take upon himfelf to treat 
with the Enemy^ and do what in him lies to fubvert the ancient 
and eftablilhed Conftitution of this Kingdom ; 

Where he fliall conceal the Advice and pernicious Influence 
whereby he hath engaged his S-v — n, and proftituted his or her 
Honour, which had been raifed to the higheft Pitch of Glory 
abroad, and the Royal Hand by his wicked Arts made the In- 
ftrujnent to advance the Intereft of the Enemy i 

Where 
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Where he fhall take upon himfelf to exercife the moft arbitrary 
^nd unwarrantable Authority, affuming to himfelf the chief Di- 
recftion in his or her Majefty's Counfels, and moft wickedly proftitute - 
the Honour of the Crown and the Dignity of Parliament, totally 
depriving his or her Majeftyof the wbolefome Advice of his or 
her Paliament, and mifreprefenting the moft effential Parts of the 
Negotiation of Peace to obtain the SanAion of Parliament to his 
wicked and pernicious Proceedings^ thereby fatally deceiving his 
or her Majefty, his or her Parliament, and liis or her People; 
by feveral falfe Speeches and Declarations concerted and advifed 
by him, and by fuch wicked and unexampled evil Counfel, (haH 
moft ungratefully abufe the Honour of his Royal S-v-n, and by 
means of his or her Authority, miflead Jiis or her Parliament into 
groundlefs and prejudicial Refolutionsj and thereby not only pre- 
vent the juft Advice of his or hex Parliament to his or her Majefty 
in that critical Jundure^ but obtain the Approb^ion of Parliament 
to his myfterious and dangerous Praftices, and (hall expofe his or 
her Majefty, and his or her People, to the Conteimpt of the 
Enemy ; 

Where he fhaU be guilty of Corruption in illegally mif- 
applying Monies apprqpriated by Parliament, and preventing 
any parliamentary Enquiry into the fame -to the Reproach and 
Scandal of Parliaments^ in breach of his truft, the higheft Abufe 
of the Goodnefe of his S-v-n, and the greateft Oppieffion and 
Injuftice of his or her Subjects, and (hall defraud his or he^^ Majefty 
of the Public Money with which he was intrufted, for the Sup- 
port of the Honour and Dignity x>f the Crown; 

Where he fhall ufe Jiis utmoft Endeavours to fubvert the ancient 
Conftitution of Parliament, the great and only Security of the 
Prerogative of the Crown, and of the Rights, Liberties, and the 
Properties of the People, and moft wickedly attempt to miflead 
the Freedom and Independence of the H — of L — , that great 
Ornament and neareft Support of the Crown, difguifing his mif- 
chievous Intentions under fuperior Zeal of the Prerogative of the 
Crown, but by his falfe Advice, his or her Majefty is deprived of 
the feafonable and wholefome Counfels of his or her Parliament, 
and the Prerogative perverted to the Dilhonor of the Crown, 
and irreparable Mifchief to the Conftitution of Parliament. Not 

that 
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ti^t ;^ Houfr of 04»nnr-ns in fbrmex JR^eigns have JlinUted their 
jpatriptic RcieAtmeats to thp ^Tr-rrriT— r-r^^ iPx;actices of ,what 4$ 
x:alled ,a ^rime Miaiftftr} ^ey Jhave m fome C^fes e?tqi(;lQ^ 
it p |i Ivrr-d CJh-ncrf, a^cj 4e?lar£4 the^ Senfe, that 4^ is iipa- 
i)ea,chable ffur ^jigji Crimes and Mi^deipaeanpur, " Where^ ^vell 
" jlaiowing t^e ^ppjuspnt evij CQofequncgs .as well ?s the J^njuftic^j 
^* K)f »i Txi^My, i^e ft|?U AVVjifiE Mi MH— ^y ^P ^.^^^ Am9 .U> 
** a<n4 fp iir i^ngourag? .^a4 prprao^e ,tjte .(ame, ^^s th^t, ?li9Mg^ 
« the Treaty b^.^iftr-nT^jTrJ^ to hi^ M-^-^y, and highly ipjwious 
*' to th? N-D, it ;is xpQOiclycJfd ^i;ijd ratified imder the G^-j :S-x, 
** thep in th^ Qqfto^y pf ]t;h^ j-rr-d »Qh-rncn-r, ^^d jalfixed by 
^' ^in(i tp th^ faii Tz-^aty, " And ihat ji^ ^ CJjife iv^he/je it is fai^ 
to b^ dQa<5 ia CpnjTe^ncp even pf j§i W*rrajat ^om :hisM^j-tyj 
a iv<l R^feotcwit ^hifih J (hall jf^ic^u^e jtp b^ S^*¥>ied ^yppp 
thofe known -Prippiple^ «hgt ^ ^hn^ic-^/ is heid lo jbe t^ie K^eepe^r 
of the K — 's Confcience; that Part of his Oath is, that ", he 
will in all Things truely counsel the K — ^g, " and that 
the Gr-t S — L is held in Law to be Clavis Regni. The 
fame h-ble H — e iiave aJfo declared their Senfe, that he is guilty 
pf an hi^h Crime and Mifdenieanour, if by extraordinary Me- 
thods and unwarrantable Pra6lices, in " Caufes depending before 
**.him, he delay Proceedings;'* a Meafure fo deftruftive to the 
Property of the Subje<5t, 

I (hall conclude this Letter, and with it this Subfe<5l, by pb- 
ferving, that if it is the ynfprtunate fate of ;thefe Kingdqms to 
have a M-n-r whom all or any of the Treafons or Grimes above- 
mentianed involves ia <juilt, Pofterity will have no Reafon to 
doubt, if.they are bleft with a wife apd pa,triotic- I^arliajpnent, 
,they n^ay juftly promife the^fcilves, that iuch a Parliament 
will be a Terror to all evil Minifters, how great foever, and 
that they will never fail to do Juftice to their injured Country 
upon all perfidious Counfellors, who lie in wait to deftroy their 
Conftitution, Laws, and Liberties. 

If the enlivening Sun of Liberty fliould ceafe to warm and 

irradiate this Region, and nothing remain of her but a 

Name; if the M-mb-rs of both H — ^fes, whofe Families for 
many Generations had been the Bulwarks that had defended the 
Constitution from former Attempts to overturn it, ihould fuffer 

themfelves 
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themfelves to be. mad© the Steps by which upftart Minifters 
might afcend into Power, and Parricides efcape a Punifli- 
ment adequate to therr Crimes, may they not only lofe their 
Titles and Dignities, but may they and their Pofterity be indelibly 
ftigmatized by the Deteftation and thofe Curfes from every true 
EngliQiman which fuch abjecl Slaves deferve, for Degenerating 
from thofe who firft received thofe Titles and Dignities as the 
Reward of Honour and Merit! But whatever be the Fate of fuch 
Parricides, whether they be fiifFered to breathe the Air of 
England, and exult over the dying Liberties of ^heir Country; 
or, whether they be exalted to the higheft Post in the Kingdom, 

the juft Reward of their ^Merits; for my own Part, my 

laft honeft Prayer, like that of Father Paul^ with Refpeft 

to the Liberty of my Country, (hall be Esto Perpetua! 
May the Liberty ap England be Immortal! 

I am, 

SIR, yours^ &c* 

C A T O. 



Now Printed and Publilhed by T. BRAYNE, No. 59,oppofitcHatton-Garden, 
Holborn; and Sold by T. PEAT. No. 22, Fleet-Street, and Mr. FELL, 
Patcr-nofter, Row. 

Where may be had, juft publiflicd, Memoris of the Duke of Grafton and Mifs 
Parfons, Likewife Memoirs of Mifs Elliot; and new Editions of No. 61, 62 
and 63. by the Author of this Paper; and all Mr. Wilkes's AddrefTcs in a 
fmall Pamphlet, Price Six-pcnce Whole Sets of the Eytraordin ary 
North Bkit on, or die Numbers feparate. Great Variety of political 
Prints, &C. 
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Quis tulerit Gracchos de feditione querentes ? Juv. " 

Eripe turpi 

Colla jugo: Liber, Liber fum, die age. . Hor. 



Tp thePrinter of the Extraordinary North Britto^k, 
SIR, 

IT has been obferved that the People of America, having 
obtained, among other Privileges, particularly that of diftina 
Parliaments or Affemblies to be held in her feveral ahd refpedtive 
Colonies there, as in England, and of having parliamentary Mat- 
ters relating to their Country treated of, difcufled, and determined 
in their Aflimblies, convened by the fame Authority and Writs of 
Summons, and confifting of like Members and diilina Houfes 
this Conceffion and Compaa, fo made and confirmed to the People 
of that Country, proved great Encouragement to many of the Eng- 
lifh to go over and fettle themfelves in America where they were 
to enjoy the fame Laws and Liberties, and live under the like 
Conftitution they. had formerly done in the Kingdom of England} a 
Conftitutionfo happy, as enabled and encouraged them feithfully 
.to difcharge their Duty to the. Crown of England, to aflert and 
maintain the Rights, and to enlarge and extend the Commerce of 
• England} a Conftitution happy as it is, which, (as the Americans 
apperhend) would be little more than an empty Name, wkre they 
to be liable to Taxes impofed by an Englifli Parliament. This leads 

me 
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metofubmit to the Judgment of the Public, that Taxes are the 
Gifts of the People; and, as fuch, cannot be impofed upon 
them by the arbitrary Will, the Sic Volo, Sic Jubeo of any Mini- 
fter or oven King j but are a Stream flowing from the Bounty of a 

free andgraxeful People, that Fountain of Takes in a ^e State, 
dlreded thro' their feveral refpedive Channels by the People in the 
Perfons of their — ^Reprefentatives; and, confequently ; cannot in a 
limited Moearcjay, as that of JBngland^ oonftkutioaafly he thusiaid 
on a People who ape jwt, eitW a£hiaUy or -virteally peprefented. 
All Aids muft begin with the Commons, who are the Reprefentatives 
of the People. No Laws can he inade, jio Money can be mailed 
by Taxes, but what the People xhewifelves by their Reprefentatives 
Confent and agree to, and are the Gift of the Commons. 36. 
EOward IIL Chakls H. TJie King having Regard to the Grant 
joaade by the Commons, for tht^t Years, of Wool and Leather, 
grants, that no Aids be levied but by Confent of Parliament : and, 
tho' in the Be^nning of Impofition Precedent of 3. Edward I. 
(when a Grant of 40s. upon a Sact of Wool, which Edward I. 
took before Magna Charta was confirftxed, was reduced 
to 6s. 8d. per Sack,) runs in thefe Words : " magnates, praelati et 
tota communitas concefferunt," yet it was " at the Prayer of the 
Commons." * This Record is twice cited by Coke f and by botJi 
Citations it is evident that the Conceflerunt is only to be applied to 
the Tota Communitas, and not to the Magnates; for this was a 
Grant of the Commons, and not a Grant of the Lords; and" thofe 
Words ('* the Lords and Cofifiimons grant") muft either be undef- 
iftood redendo fiogula liagvilis^ that is, tke Lards grant for them- 
felves^^ind the Qommonfi grant for the Coisaties Cities and fioioughs 
whom they rejpcefent, or «lCe the Ward (Gnnt) muft be amdcr- 
ilood only by the Lords Afthot 130 what the Commoas graat; be- 
caufe the Form of Law reqvices^ that both join in one Bill, to give 
it the Force of Law, 11. Edward I. " Populus Dedct Regi 
Tricefliman partem bonorum" ^ 2$* Edwajrd L ** Popuius Dedit 
denarium nom." § 7. H£NRy IV. Poft quam Militas Pariiamentates 
diu diftuUfTent Conc£D£R£ Segi fubfidtum, in fine tamen &slS& con- 
ceflere. || 15. Henry VII. In Ireland was the lirft Grant of 
Tuiinage and Poundage^ but it is laid, ** at the Prayer of the Com- 
mons it is ena<fted" " We your poor Commoners by Advice, &c. 
grant : " And alio it avers the Right Time out of Mind to be in the 
Commons. 4* Innumerable are the Atitborities whicii might be cited 

to 

* 3. Ed. I. m. 24. t 2 Inft. p. J^i. 4 Int. p. ^9^ 

J Walfmgam. 486. ^ lb. 1| lb. j66. 

4. I. £. b. €, 13, J. M. c. 8. X. £. 19. 
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*o fupport this Do6Vrine that " Subfidies and Taxes are the Gifts 
of the People. And what but the ^roffeft Abfurdity in Terms, the 
moft palpable Solecifm in Language would it be to fay, that Money 
taten from, or Taxes impofed upon a People, without their Confent, 
«»preffed by themfelves in Perfon or by their Reprefentatires in 
Parliament, nay, againft their Confent, are Gifts. It was a Notion 
even among Gothic Nations that, as to all Things that were extra 
feudal, the particular Gonfent of the People who were to perform 
them, either In Perfon or by their Reprefentatives, was abfolutely 
requiike. Nay William the Conqueror, a Prince who was 
not likely to abate any Thing of his juft Perogative, never pre- 
tended to any Thing from his Followers, that was not founded upon 
the known Principles of the feudal Law, as appears by the Laws 
which he ena6ted. 

That the Reader may fully fee, how ftriftly the Principle of no 
Perfon's being to be taxed without their own Confent was ob- 
ferved, he muft know, that, to contribute toward the Sulfides which 
the particular Exigencies of the State in Ireland required, Writs 
were directed even to the Ladies, who were Proprietors of Land 
in that Kingdom, commanding them to fend their proper Attornies, 
to confult and Confent to what fliould be judged neceflary to be 
done in relation to that Affair. , y 

If this Equity was therefore obferved, with refpe£t to particular 

^Perfons, it is no wonder that it was always thought neceflary, as 

well as reafonable to confult the whole Kingdom in Parliament, upon 

Affairs and Demands, which were extra feudal, and of a general 

Concern. And therefore the great King Edward the iirft was fo 

fenfible of the Juftice of this way of Proceeding, that he inferted in 

his Writs of Summons to Parliflment, as a firft Principle of Law and 

as his Reaibn for fummonfing Parliaments : That in every Affair 

which related to the whole Kingdom, the Consent of the 

whole Kingdom ought to be required. As the Limits pre- 

fcribed to Letters in a Periodical Paper will not admit of inferting 

any more Authorities to prove that Taxes cannot be Confli- 

tutionally impofed upon a People governed by the Principles of a 

limited Monarchy, without their Confent, expreiTed either in their 

own Perfons or in thofe of their Reprefeatativcs ift their Parliament 

or Aflemblies, let it fuffice that it apppears fully fupport^d on this 

Occafion by what are before fet forth. 

The 
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The Americans are neither a<5lually nor virtually Reprefented 
in the Parliament of England, but having a Form of Government 
eftablilhed in her Colonies, and, particularly, that of an Affembly, 
in all refpeds fimilar to that of the Parliament of England, can 
as they apprehend, be conftitutionally Taxed only by the Mem* 
bers of their AfTemblies; a Pofition which will appear clear to a De 
monftration, if wc ftrip the Argument of that Veil of Perplexity in 
which the Writers againft the Repeal of the Stamp-A6l have in- 
volved it, by torturing the Terms of ACTUAL and virtual Re- 
prefentation and of Internal and External Taxes into fuch a Con- 
ftruftion as belt fuited the Point for which they contended. 

It has been with great Confidence and no lefs Falfity aflerted 
by the Writers againft the * Repeal of the Stamp-A<5t, that the 
Americans are Virtually Reprefented in the Parliament of 
England : and, to prop up that fuperficial Structure of Argument 
which has been built upon the fhalloweft of ihallow Foundations, 
they infift, that many Inhabitants within Bouroughs and Counties in 
this Kingdom have no Right to vote at Elections of Members, yet 
in them are Virtuallity reprefented, a Fad, from which they draw 
this as a confequential Conclufion,^ that America, being a Part of 
the Pofleffions, through no Part of the Kingdom, of England, and 
though no one Member Sits or is Elecfted into the Parliament of 
England, as a Reprefentative of any Part of America, is Virtually 
reprefented in the Parliament of England : Nay, one of thefe 
chief Sticklers for arbitary Meafures, though he tacitly admits that 
America is not reprefented in an English Parliament, mfifts that 
England has a Right to Tax America in every Shape; and, to 
fupport that Aflertion, he would cram down our Throats, as Farriers 
cram phyfical Balls down thofe of Horfes, a Sylogifm, as re- 
diculoufly fallacious as the Doftrine, were it credited, in its Con- 
fequences would be ruinoufly deftruAive. His Words are : " This 
*' Kingdom is the fovereign the fupreme legiflative Power over 
" America; Taxation is a Part of that fovereign Power, one 
*' Branch of the Legiflation: Therefore England has a Right to 
" Tax America though not reprefented. It has been exercifed 
" over thofe who were never reprefented; it is exercifed over the 
" India Company, the Merchants of London, the Proprietors of 
" the Stocks, and over many Manufafturing Towns/' The Cafes 
of Chester and Durham were cited to enforce this Do(5lrine, 
" as Places wherein that Right was exercifed before they were re- 
" prefented in Parliament," and the Preamble of thofe Statutes which 
gave them a Right of eleding Members referred to as Evidence of 
the Fa£l aflerted, 

Reprefentatioa 
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Representation in Parliament, withrefpec^ to the Parties 
reprefented, may be faid to be two fold, Adhial, and Virtual 5 A<5hjal, 
where the Reprefentative is elefled by the Voice of the Perfon re- 
prefented, in Purfuance of that Right which the Law has vefted in 
him, according to the. Conftitution of the Borough or County which 
he reprefents; and Virtual, where to prevent Tumuk and Confufion, 
the unavoidable Confe^uent of too populous Ele<ftion, the Right of 
Nomination of Reprefentatives is limited to particular Members of 
the whole Body of the People, and thofe who are not intitled to vote, 
are yet by Cbnftniftionof Law reprefented in the Perfon elected. 
This is called virtual Reprefentation. Now if it can be Ihewn that 
America is Part of England, and the Americans confequently In- 
habitants of England, there may be fome Colour to fuppofe that 
America, as Part of England is virtually reprefented in the Englifli 
Parliament : but, as Ame^rica is only a Part of the Poffeffions and 
no Part of the Kingdom, of England, the Americans cannot be 
fuppofed t9 be Inhabitants of England, and, confequently, not to 
be reprefented in our Parliament : I admit that Chefter and Durham 
were taxed by Parliament in arbitrary Times before they were in- 
corporated, yet it muft be obferved, that the Inhabitants of Eng- 
land, of which Kingdom Durham and Chefter are a part, whereas* 
America is a different Part of the Globe and, (as the Inhabitants 
apprehended) ought to be governed by thofe conftitutional Principles 
alone, to which Ireland, Barbadoes, &c. are fubordinate 5 and it is 
no lefs obfervable, that, at the Time when Durham and Chefter 
were incorpotted, the Parliament of England were fo convinced 
that it was incohfiftent with the Conftitution of the Kingdom that 
Subjeds fhould be taxed without having Reprefentatives to confent 
thereto for them, that, for that very Reafon, the Parliament as well 
incorporated the Cities of Chefter and Durham as intitled the Inha- 
bitants of each County to fend Reprefentatives to Parliament. An 
Affertion that ftands fupported by the exprefs Words of thofe 
Preambles which are referred to by that fophiftical, Aitile Difputant 
who quoted them as Authorities to fupport the main Point for which 
he contended. That America, though not reprefented in an Eng- 
lifli Parliament and though reprefented in her own Aflemblies. 
agreably to her Conftitution granted to her by her Conqueror, nay 
though flie was no Part nor the Americans Inhabitants of the King- 
dom of England, was yet fubjeft to Taxes impofed by an Englifli 
Parliament.The Words of the Preamble are as follows^ 

£ To be Continued X 
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The Publiflier of this Paper having juft received a Genuine Coppy of 
the Humble Petition of the Freeholders of the County of SurrT;, 
as Prefented on Thurfday laft, to his Majefty, at St, James's, thought 
it his Duty to Furnifti his Readers with it as foon as poffible : It was 
Prefented by the following Gentlemen, and moft Graeioufly Received. 

The Honourable PETER KING. 
Sir F R A N C I S VINCENT, Bait. 
Sir J O S E P H M A W B E Y, Bart 
JOSEPH MARTIN, Efqr: 
ANTHONY CHAPMAN, Efqr: 
JOSEPH CLARKE, Efqr: 

SirANTHOEY ABDY, Bart, met tfhe abo^e Gentlemen, 
previous to their going to Court, at the Thatch'd-Houfe Tavern, 
but being greatly indifpofed with the Gout, could not attend them 
to the Palace. 

On the King's return from the Drawing-Room, SirFKANcis 
Vincent, Bart, the worthy Reprefentative of the County, Prefented 
the Petition to his Majafty, and is as follows: 

To The KING's Most Excellent MAJESTY. 
The Humble PETITION of the FREEHOLDERS of 
the County of S U R R Y. 

Most Gracious Sovereign, 

WE your Majefty's moft Dutiful and Loyal Subjefts, the 
Freeholders of the County of Surry, from a Grateful Senfe 
of the Ineftimable Bleffings which this Nation has injoyed under the 
mild and equal Government of your Majefty, and your Illuftrious 
Predeceflbrs of the Houfe of Brunfwick; and from a fteady Attach- 
ment, Zeal, and Affedlion to your Royal Perfon and Family, think 
it bur Duty to join with our Injured Fellow SubjeAs, in Humbly 
offering to your Majefty our Complaints of the Meafures adopted 
by Pernicious Counfetlors, who, we apprehend, have Countenanced 
and Advifed a Violation of the firft Principle of the Conflitution. 

The Right of Eleftion in the People, which is the Security of 
all their Rights, is alfo the Foundation of your Majefty 's; we 
cannot, therefore, forbear being alarmed when we fee that firft 
Principle Violated, ini the late inftance of the Middlefex Eleftion. 

We have feen. Royal Sire ! with great concern, an application 
of the Freeholders of the County of Middlefex, made by their 
Humble Petition to the Houfe of Commons, complaining of that 
Meafure. defeated; and it is with the utmoft Reluctance, we now 
find ourfelves Conftrained to appeal to your Sacred Perfon, from 
whofe Juftice and Goodnefs we can alone Hope for Redrefs. 

We therefore moft Humbly implore your Majefty, that You 
would be Graeioufly pleafed to give us iuch Relief, as your Royal 
Wifdom fhall feem Meet, by an Exertion of that Perogative, 
which the' Conftitution has fo properly placed in your Majefty's 
Hands. 

And your Majefty 's Pettioners fhall ever Pray. 

Now Printed and Publilhed by T. B R A Y N E, Noi. 55, oppoiite Hatton-Garden, Holborn; 
and Sold by T. PEAT. No. 22, Fleet-Street, and Mr. F E L L,Pater-noftcr, Row, 
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A Continuadon from our laft. 



THOSE rdatiye to Durham (25. Charles II. c. 29.) are. 
Whereas the Inhabitants of the County palatine of Durham 
have not had the Liberty and Privilege of eleding and fending 
Knights and BurgefTes to Parliament equally with the Inhabitants 
of other Counties and Boroughs who have their Knights and Bur- 
gefTes in Parliament, and are therefore concerned equally with others 
the Inhabitants of this Kingdohi to have Knights and Burgefles in 
the faid High Court of Parliament of their own Election to reprefent 
the Condition of their Country, as tlie Inhabitants of other Counties 
and Boroughs have.. '' Thofe which refpeft Chefter (34 and 35 
Henry VIII. c.^^) are," Whereas the County Palatine of Chefter 
is exempt, £cc. from Parliament to have Knights and BurgeiTes within 
the faid Court, by Reafon whereof the faid Inhabitants have fuftain- 
ed manifold Diffaerifons LoiTes and Damages as well in their Lands 

Goods 
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Goods and Bodies as in the good civil and politic Government and 
Maintainance of the Common- Weal, and, for Lack thereof, they 
have been often touched and* grieved with Acfts and Statutes made 
within the faid high Court of Parliament as well derogatory unto the 
moft Ancient Jurisdictions Lu^erties and Privii.eges of 
the faid County Palatine as pfejudtciaf to the Commonwealth Quiet- * 
nefs Reft and Peace of the Subjeds within the fame. *' Thefe were 
the Sentiments, this the Language of an Englilh Parliament in Times 
diftinguiljied fronp the px\eftnt m arijiftraiy^ Tley yere. s^fliamed, 

they bluflied for preceding P ts that, though every other Part 

of th^ Kingdom were a^Sually or virtually reprefented, even two 
Place) pnly ihould remain unr^prefented. What de the Preambles 
iniporf , what do they exprefsly Uy down as the fundamental Princi- 
ples of the Englifii Conftitution, l)ut that all the Inhabitants have a 
Right to have Knights and Burgeffes in Parliament of their own 
JBJeiiipn to repcrfent the Condition of their Countify ? In how ftrong 
apd no le&.juft. Colours do. they paint the fatal.Confequences of 
Taxation of any Part even of the Inhabitants of our own Nation 
. MrJx>.are AQt reprefented by Knights an4 Burgees of their owa 
Elti^n taneprefent the Condition of their Couotry ? ^^ A Taxation 
atMided with manifold Difenherifoas LoiTes and Damages s^s well 
in their Lands Goods. and JEbdies as in the good.civit and politic 
Manintenance of the Commonweal ? A&s aqd Statutes as well dero- 
gatory imto the moft Ancient Jurisdictions Liberties and 
Privilegei as prejudicial to the Commonwealth and Peace of the 
Subjeft. " It fuch are 



-The Laws, the Rights, >^ 




• The ^nfelent 'Plan of Power deliVcrM down, (^( 

Prom Age to Age, by our renowned Forefathers, 

[ ■ / C A T O. 

If fo fatal ;he Confeguences tbfit are attended upon a Deprivation 
6f them, .Ayith what Juftice, with what lefs than Trealbn againft 
the State, can be urged that A^^jca w^ch h'l^o Part evea 
pf tjie Kijagdom aiyi confeqiiently her Jnhabi^s^pfs iu)t Inhabitants 
of England, are liable tq jh? Jwpofitipn of, TAxps. by an 

E —ft P — -t? Waxjes. nevw was Ta^d imtil it was 

incorperated with England* If the Partiament of England has it 

^ij^ht to Tax America , I challeqgQ- any qimj to produeft One 

, , ^ Inftancc 
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Inftance wherein internal Taxes, have been impofed upon Ireland by the 

Parliament of Englaftd, and to give one Reafon, or even the Colour 

of a Reafon, why Ireland is not as equally liable to be taxed by 

England, and with the fame Duties, as America, yet has not been 

■taxed by England. Coke's 7th Report 75, all the Judges of Eng-' 

land held, thar the People of Ireland were not bound by an A£i of 

Parliament made in England; though what they did out of Ireland 

^tiuft be conformable tathe Laws of England. 1 2 Anderfon's Reports 

ti6, Earl of Derby's Cafe, King Henry IV had the Ifle of Man 

by Conqueft, and by Letter Patent granted it to Sir John Stanley 

in Fee, in which Grant there was a Claufe, that the faid Ifle fliould 

be governed by the Laws of England — Afterwards the Earl of 

Derby made a Conveyance thereof to Ufes, &c. and by his Will' 

-devifed it, &c. And it was adjudged that, being governed by their 

own Laws, neither the Statutes of Ufes nor any other A(5l of the 

Parliament of Englond fliould bind them without exprefs Mention 

thereof. AAsof Parliament made in England did not bind the» 

People of Jamaica^ becairfe they hare no Reprefentatives in our* 

Parliament, and fo vice verfi of the other Colonies, many Inftances 

there are to maintain this Opinion; as particularly, the Statute of 

the 5th of Eli2£.beth has ho Force there; for by that Law it is 

enatSed that no Servant fliall be retained without a Teftimonial — , 

that the Juftices fliall aflefs Wages of Servants—*-, and that no 

Perfon flxall exercife a Tirade without being an Apprentice for f^ven 

Years: Now if this Wodld be Law tojamacia, it would deftroy all 

the Planters. The Statute of Ufirfy doth not bind them, for they 

allow them more for the Loan of Money than what is perniitted by 

that Law. And the Cafe of Blankatd V. Galdy 4 Mod. Reports 222. 

It was adjupged by the Court that ** they may be Part of the 

Pofl!eflions, yet not governed. by the Laws of England;" arid in that 

Adjudication, the Court mentioned the Cafe of the Ifland of Bar^ 

badoes, ia which they held th^t, V though that Ifland is Parcel of 

• the Pofleflions of England, yet it was not governed by the Laws 

tnade here, but by their own particular Laws and Cuftoms," and 

for thefe Reafons Judgnaeftt was given for the PlantifF. Many other 

Adjudications of the like Nature might be produced, did the limited 

Length of Letters inferted in Periodical Papers admit of it. 

One of the Advocates for the Taxation of America fays that " he 
cannot underfiand the Difference between external and internal 

Taxe$. 
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Taxes. " Internal Taxes are fuch as are voluntarily given by the 
People for the Purpofes of railing a Revenue. for the Cr^own; and 
external Taxes are Duties impofed for the Regulation of Trade and 
for the Aeconimodation of the SubjeA; although it cannot be denied 
that an Advantage may, and ojfteh does, r^fult to the Crown from 
the latter. And, therefore, though the Colonies, I acknowledge, 
may be liable to the Impofition of external Trxes, by an Englifh 

P ^t, as being made for the Regulation jo£ Trade in general 

and for the mutual Advantage of England and her Colonies, yet 
internal Taxes, which affeft the Colonies only, and that for the 
Purpofe of railing a Revenue for the Crown, cannot conftitutionally 
as the Americans apprehend, be impofed upon them, being 
Gifts of the People Voluntarily prefented in the Pcrfons oftbeir 
Reprefentatives met in th^ir refpe£tiye Affemblicsu 

This is the Conftitution of England — , this was the Conftitution 
of Ireland and her Colonies, if it be not altered ■ . 
Certainly, you would not give them Reafon to cry .out with the eld 
Romans in the Words of Lucan 

Why were we ever Free ? Ch! why has Heaven 

A fliort-liv'd tranfitory Bleffing given ? 

France, PoRxiOAi., Spaijn, alltheflavifli East 

Beneath etexnal Bondage naybe bleft: 

While, of a diff'ring Mould and Nature, we 

From Sire to Son a<:ouftom*d to he Fq,££, 

Feel hidignations rifing in our Blood, 

And Blush to w.ea.r the Chaias that Qvake them PiioaD. 

, it has been afked " to what Purpofe doth this Do<ftrine now tend? 
" Has not the Legiflat4jre made an A6t of Parliament, immediately 
" after the Repeal of the Stamp Aft, by which a Right in England 
" to tax America is eftabliftied and confirmed ? " Every Kennel of 
Billingfgate has been raked by the foul-mouthed Proftitutes of 
Faftion for Dirt to Blacken and Difguife the Charafter of Lord 
Chatham on Account of hisConduft with Refqed to the Repeal of 
the Stamp- Aft; and that with a View, if it had been poffible for 
them to have taken away the juft Opinion which his Prince and 
the Nation unzinimoully entertained of His Abilities and Integrity, 
to deprive us of the Aifeftion of the beft Friend to the Public, the 
Counfel pf the wifeft Patriot, the Tongue of the moft powerful 

Orator^ 
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Orator, and the Courage of the braveft Man that this Nation, or, 
^rehaps the World at this time, beholds ; and thereby to open a way 
-for the Return of a Rapacious, Overbearing, Infolent Favourite 
to the Helm of Government; a View, which it is the Duty of every 
Man, who has in him the leaft Spark of genuine Patriotifm, to 
endeavour to defeat, and calls upon me to exculpate him from 
Charges fo henious in their Nature, " and, had they taken the 
intended Effeft, in their Confequences to the Public fo fatal. 

In Anfwer to afecoad Queftion that has been afted, " Has not 
^' the Legiflature made an AcSt of Parliament, immedis^tely after 
" the Repeal of the Stamp-A<5^, by which a Right in England to 
** tax America is eftabliflied and confirmed ? "* 1 he AA of l^arlia- 
ment prefents.itfelf-to my View in a different Light. Far be it 
•from me to iiidulge a Sentiment in Contradi<£tion to an expreis Act of 
Parliament. If I err, I err Innocently, it is an Error of Judgment 
not of the Mind. But I cannot but with the utmoft Humility and 
Deference to the Legiflature,. obferve to you, that this Ait wholly 
coniifts of a Preamble and a JSody; the firft being a bare Recital of 
the Caufe or Circumftances tjhat gave Birth to the latter which con- 
iifts of two Parts ;i the one. Declaratory of *' the Power and An- 
chorlty of the Parliament of Great Btfittan to make ^ws and Statutes 
of fufficent. Force and Validity to bind the Colonies and People of 
America in all Cafes," the other eha6iing that " all Votes and 
Proceedings in any of the faid Colonies or Plantations, whereby the 

l^oWer and Authority of the Parllkiiient of Great Britun, to make 
Laws atid Statu£^ is denied, or drawn into Queftion (hall be utterly 
niiU and void," Frbm whence it appears that, tho' the Preamble 
ietsforth that ^^e General Affemblies 5f the Colonies claim; the 
fbk and ezclufive Right of impofing Duties and Taxes upon his 
Maje%^5 Subjeds ia the faid Colonies" yet the Body, wliich ik the 
Eflendebf Life, which alone gives O^ration to the A^> \>otK in.the 
Declaratory and Enacting Parts is limited to ihc Power of making 
Laws t& bind the People of America, and to the making void all 
Adis of the Colonies whereby fuch Power is denied, or drawn into 
Qwftion: A Limitation therein; I admit, the Sovere^ Authority 
of Great Brittain over the Colonies iis a£erted and made to extendUo 
every Branch of Legiilation . whadbevei;^ and therefore calk upon 
me to diftinguifk between Legiflation and Taxation. The Crown 
and the L<^ds have equally a legiflative Power with the Commons; 
but Taxes being the Gifts of the People who are reprefented by 

■ the 
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the Commons, the Power of Taxation is in the Commons alone/ tho' 
it has not the Pollency of an A6t of Parliament till it be canfirmed by 
the Confent of the Lords and the Crown. If the Interpretation of 
the Ad for which you contend had been even thought upon by the 
Law-makers, they would have told us in plain and exprefe Terms, 
in toiidem verbis, that the Ad fliould extend as well to Taxation 
as to Legiflation; for tho' Taxation be a Part of the fovereign 
Power, and tho fovereign Power be a Branch of . Legiflation fo fer 
• only as to give it the Life and Energy of an Ad of Legiflation, yet 
the Ad of Taxation, is in the People ab^e, to the Perfoasof their 
Reprefcntatives. 

.Wiiat more -elucidates the Point for whidi I contend , that 

neither the Declaratory nor the Enading.Part of the Statute 
extends to Taxation i$, that if this Ad of Parliament 
was made with an Intention to deprive the Americans of a 
Pre village to which they, apprehend they had a Right, and which, 
(as is expreflTed in the Preamble) they claim to themfelwes — « The 
fole and.exclufive Right of impofing Taxes upon themfelves," it 
confequently, can be considered in no other Light and. governed by 
no other Conftitution than that of a Penal Ad of^ Parliament. All 
Penal Statutes regulary ought to be conftnied ftridly (that is) re- 
-cieve the moft^mild and fevoucable Intenpretatipn: In penal Ads of 
Parliament the-Intent of the Legiflaiure ihall.not be e^tetded be- 
yond the ^prefs Words of the Statute, for chat would be rather an 
Jnterpi^etotiQp of the Statute than an £^pa&iod ; or, rather, mak- 
ing a Law by Implication wliich has no Exiftence* The Words of 
wthe Declaratory Part of the Law being limited to " a Subordinati4>a 
and. Dependence of^he Colonies unto and uponthe imperial Crowa 
and Parliament of Great Brittam and to a full Power and Authority 
in the Parliament of Great Brittain to make Laws to bind the fatd 
Colonies : And the Words of the Enading Part being limited to the 
** making .void all Ads and Proceedings .of the Aflemblies in 
America^ whereby fuch Power and Authority is denied or drawn 
into Qijeftion/' I ihalh therefore conclude, what I have to olEbr upon 
this Head in anfwer ;tt) (ke ktft Queftion, in the Words of H o l t 
.Chief Juftice, in his Adjudication upon a Penal Statute ^' thefeare 
the Words of the Statute^ >andr if we once goJoutof the Words 

^ where fliall we flop?*' 

C. R. 
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Refledlions on the Choice of a new Miniftry-- — . An Enumeration 
of the Grievances under which a Great Nation labours, and which 

call for a Redrefs . And the Redrefs which a loyal and gratefiill 

People may expeft from the beft of Kings. 



Trojanas ut opes, ct lamentabile Regnum 
Eruerint Danai 

ViRG. 



A People, like that of England, who are tottering upon the very 
Brink of Ruin and a Death-bed Repentance, want nothing fo 
much as a good Miniftry, a Miniftry who comes after an ignorant and 
wicked Statefman without trending in his Steps, takes his Place without 
giving into his Secrets, and will oot be won by a Share of his Rapine to 
partake, at the fame Time, of his Crimes and Corruptions, We have 
for a long Time known what it is to want Men of this Chara<aer, Stars 
of thisLuftre, and their Influence; we now expeft that the Augeean 
Stable willfoon be fwept Clean, and no part of the Caledonian filth left 
behind. 

When only Common Honefty in the Character and Choice of a good 
Minifter hath been attended to, and the reft have been barely guefled at, 
or left to wild Chance, fuch a Choice has very often been more beneficial 
to a Country, than a Choice made upon the very Brink, or even from 
the very Bottom of that horrible and dreadfiil Gulph, commonly called 
profound Policy. The Grand SlGjriOR made the Grand Minifter of 

his 
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his Kitchen from an Opinion of his Honcfty, Prime Vizier, the Man 
waft Honest and the Minister filled the Station for many Years with 
great Honour and Reputation, beloved both by Prince and People. He 
fed the Empire, as he had done the Emperor, with good, wholfome Diet, 
well cooked and garnifhed. He ftrewed Plenty every where, and feem- 
ed, by his Condu6l, to underftand perfedly well that fine Maxim of 
C^Sar, which deferves a more phjrfical Moral, and pplitical Effay 
fully to explain it — ** Let me Jhare Men about me that are Fat." If 
Chance and Incident, or Caprice and Humour, can go thus far in the 
Choice of a good Minifter, who at firlt fetting out only flumbled upon 
good Senfe and common Honefty what will good Senfe and common 
Honefty not do, when joined with thofe other noble Qualifications, which 
adorn an Admininiftration compofed of Perfons; in their Defcent, noble 
and generous j educated in the Knowledge and Study of our Conftitution, 
its Laws, Settlements, Dependences and Interefts, and ever zealous in 
the Defence of the Defence of it ; always faithful to the Crown, when 
confiftent with their Duty to their Country and ftrenuous Aflertors of the 
Rights and Liberties of the People when attacked or to Appearance in- 
tended to be atucked by the Crown ; making Virtue the Foundation of 
their Friendftiip, and Merit a Title to their Favour; nor fervile when 
out of Power nor imperious when in it j not folicitous for a Place becaufe 
they want it, but accepting of a Place, becaufe the Place wants them, 
indifferent in their Choice of public or private Life but careful to adorn 
both? Under the Aufpices of fuch Men, and under the Reign of the^g^' 
befl of Kings, what Bleffings may not a free and gfatefiil People expeft?^^ 

Such Ministers, as their fundamental Principles of Ai^ion, will 
confider that in this unhappy Age We have a Right to boafl of that 
greateft of all Felicities — that we are at Prefent Freemen and not 
Slaves, how long we may contune fo heaven knows: That our Confii- 
tution is a limited and mixed Monarchy, where the King enjoys all the 
Prerogatives neceflary to the Support of his Dignity and Prote<5lion of 
his People, and is only abridged from the Power of injuring his own 
Subjects : In fhort, that the Man is joofe and the Beaft only is bound ; 
and that oiir Government may truly be called an Empire of Laws not of 
Men 5 for every Man has the fame Right to and ought to be proteited 
in the Enjoyment of what he can acquire by his Labour and Induftry as 
the King hath to his Crown, and the meaneft Subje<ft cannot be impri- 
foned unlefs he has tranfgrefled a Law of his own making, nor be tried 
but by his own Neighbours. They will confider that we have a Right 
in all Refpefts to be. governed according to the Conflitution, and that 
only; a Conftitution fo framed that, leaft the extraordinary Power, intruft- 
cd in the Crown, fhould lean towards arbitrary Government, or the 
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tumultuary Llcentioufnefs of the People fliould decline towards a De- 
mocracy, the Wifdom of our Anceftors hath inftituted a middle State 
viz. of Nobility, whofe Intereft it is to trim the Boat of our Common- 
wealth, and to fcreen the People againft the Incroachments of the Prince, 
and the Prince againft the Popularity of the Commons, But then the utnioft 
Circumfpeftion of fuch Minifters ought to be ufed, that this middle State 
doth not in Time grow Top-heavy, and carry fo much Sail as in Time 
to over fct the other two and overwhelm all in one general Wriclc. 

Such Ministers will feel for a Nation ftaggering under the Weight 
and Oppreffion of its Debts, eaten up with Ufury and exhaufted with 
Payments; enervated by a fuccefsful War, plundered by Mifcreants, 
ftill more depreffed by a fcandalus bartered Peace, and juft ready to fink 
under thefe Burthens, unlefs they can receive fudden Help from the heal- 
ing Hands of Majefty; by refcuing us from the numberlefs Grievancies 
already Complained of, which, it is the Concern of every honeft Man, 
and ought to be the Care of every worthy Citizen, and the Tafk of every 
guiltlefs Great Man to endeavour to redrefs : For none but Mock-Patriots 
who would lead Kingdoms into Ruin, Parricides, who fuck out the Vitals 
of their Country, Confpirators the Creators of thofe Parricides, who are 
hired againft the Public, can find private Joy in public Confufion or 
their own Security in the DeftrutJlion of their Country, We are already 
almoft Mortgaged from Head to Foot : There is fcarce any Thing which 
can be Taxed, that is not Taxed. Our Veins have been opened and 
drained, fo long, that there is nothing left but our Heart's Blood. There 
are but two Ways of clearing a Nation of its public Engagements : the 
One is by paying them off*; the Other is, not to pay them at all : When 
the One cannot be pradifed. a fmall Skill in Politics will tell us that the 
Other muft. Thank God ! this is not yet become our Cafe. If the Statute 
of the 1 1, of George I, was duly put in Execution j if they take fpeedy 
and efFe<5hial Methods to leflen the public Expences, to cut off all 
exorbitant Fees, unmerited Penfions, and unneceflary Salaries, to 
encourage Trade, regulate our Finances, and all the Defe6ls in the 
Adminiftration ; if they makej fumptuary Laws, tax Luxury in every 
Shape, and lay Trade open by the Abolition of exclufive Companies we 
ihall not be long at a Lofs to know by what Means we may difcharge 
the public Debts, and much lefs the annual Intereft of them. 

Such Ministers will not anfwer the Groans of a ftarving People in 
Words faint and equivocal; they will not fliuffle in their Affertions; fo 
far from fliaring in the Guilt and Oppreffion of Harpies, Horsk- 
Leaches, Rooks and Traitors to the Public, they will drive 
them Root and Branch, out of their lurking Holes, and punifli them 
as fevcrely as the Laws in Being will admit of j fo fcverely as their 
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Crimes deferve they cannot punlfli them ; and, if the Laws in Being are 
not fufficient to reftrain them, they will enaft new ones* Methinks I 
hear his Majesty, the Meafuresof whofe Glory'^fliould be, and I hope 
is the Happinefs of his People^ breakout in Wofds fimilar to thofeof his 
great Predeceflbr Queen Elizabeth, who thus addrefled her Parlia- 
ment : ** This had unavoidably drawn a Blemifli upon me, (who ac- 
" count the Safety of my People my chief Happinefs) had you not 
** made me acquainted with the Practice of thefe lewd Harpies, and 
'' Horseleeches. I would fooner lo{e my Heart or Hand, than ever 
*' confent to allow fuch Privilege to them as may turn to the Detriment 
«* of my People. I am not fo blinded with the Luftre of a Crown, as to 
" let the Scale of Juftice be weighed down by that of arbitrary Power. 
** The gay Title of Prince may deceive fuch as know nothing of the 
" Secret of governing; as a gilded Pill may impofe upon a Patient: 
** But I am not one of thofe unwary Princes ; for I am very fenfible, that 
" I ought to govern for the Public Good, and not to regard myowa 
** Particular; and that I (land accountable to another, a greater Tri- 
*' BUNAL." A Speech, worthy of the OccaQpn, worthy of a wife 
Prince, worthy of a free People; a Speech that has Truth, andScnce, 
and Spirit in it. 

Sttch Ministers will encourage Freedom of Speech. Without 
Freedom of thought there can be no fuch thing as Wifdom, and with- 
out Freedom of Speech, that Symptom as well as Effort of good Govern- 
ment, there can be no fuch Thing as Liberty ; a facred Privilege, fo 
eflential to a free State that the Security of Property and FreJom of 
Speech go together. For whoever would overthrow Liberty muft begin 
by fubduing Freedom of Speech, a Thing terrible to public Traitors^ 
and to thofe only who dread to be called Traitors, becaufe they are 
Traitors. But good Minifters have ever eucouraged and promoted 
Freedom of Speech, they know that upriight Meafures will defend 
themfelves, and that all upright Men will defend them. 

Such MiNisTERj^ will hold it as an undeviable Maxim, that the 
Liberty of th5 Press is tije Bulwark of Liberty, it is the only 
Channel the People have of breathing out their Grievances. If they 
are opprefled by thofe who ought to prote<5l them, they will be provok- 
ed, and iliew they are fo, they will utter their Complaints in Spite of 
Art and Threats; nor will it be prudent in any Minifter to attempt to 
Hop their Mouths; for, if he does, they will be very apt to deal freely 
wijth his Chara<5ler, if not with his Parfon^ If Minifters b» ever fuffer- 
ed to do what they pleafe without hearing of it, or being accauntaWe 
for it, Liberty and La-w will be loft tho' their Names may remain. We 
know that, in all Times, there have been Men lying upon the Watch to^ 
ftifle liberty, under a Pretence of fuppreffing Libels. As tong as there 
are fu€h Things as Printing and Writing, there will be Libles : It is 
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an Evil arifing out of a much greater Good. And as to thofe who are for 
locking up the Prefs, becaufe it produces Monfters, they ought to con- 
fider, that fo does the Sun and the Nile; and that it isfomething 
better for the World to bearfome particular Inconveniences arifing from 
general Bleflings, than to be wholly deprived of Fire and Water. Guilt 
only, whofe Actions will not bear Examination, fears Libels, or is hurt 
by them. 

Such Ministers in fearching our Wounds to the Core, without 
which it is impoffible to apply fuitable Remedies, will extirpate that 
which is called the Rotten Part of our Constitution — Bribery 
and Corruption ; that worft of Evils in a State by which Rome, the 
Nurfe of Heroes, the Miftrefs of Nations, the Glory of Empires, and 
the Source, the Standard and Pattern of Virtue and Knowledge, was 
brought to Deftrudion. A Claufe in the Englilh Declaration of Rights 
exprefly fays that " the Election of Members of Parliament ought to be 
firee," which is in Effecft faying that neither the Power of the Crown nor 
the Power of the Lords fhould interpofe in it. If Candidates for Seats 
in Parliament are named by the Crown to have the Direction of their 
Votes when they are ele<5led, if ever Money is iflued out by the Trea- 
fury to certain Perfons to defray the Expence of Ele6tion, and fuch Men 
fucceed in their Bribery, can a Houfe of Commons, thus conftituted, 
be faid to fpeak the Senfe of a Nation ? Or will they not, rather, be 
proper Tools to work the Deftru6tion of it ? 'Tis not the Rain that waters 
the whole E^rth, but that which fells into his own Ciftern that can re- 
lieve a C-rr-pt M-mb-rof P 1; not the Common, but the Enclo- 

fure that muft make him rich. It is indifferent to him, whether the 
Public finkorfwim,fo long as he can hold his Head above the Water j 
or whether the Ship be caft away, fo that he can have the Benefit of the 
Wreck. Let us trace this mifchievous Evil, this grievous Corruption 
that needs fuch extraordinary Remedy back to its Original, and we fhall 
find that it had properly its Rife from the fame Author from whom 

Septennial Parliaments had their Beginning Sir R. W. juftly 

ftiled the Father of Corruption. Pensions, in Order to corrupt 
M-mb-rs, were (I acknowledge) privately introduced in the Reign of 
Charles the Second 5 but fuch was the Modefty even of that Age, as 
not openly and avowedly to biafs with Offices thofe who ought at leaft to 
be the faithful Reprefentatives of the People, 

. Such Ministers will not feil to be the Inftrumentsof reeftablifhing^ 
Triennial Parliaments, Frequent and new Parliaments are required 
by the fundamental Conflitution of this Kingdom ; and the Practice of 
it for many Ages was fufficent Evidence of this Conflitution. Long 
Parliaments were not heard of till the Reign, of Henry VIIL a Prince 
whofe Reign will, I hope, be never mentioned as a precedent for thefe 

Times} for that P t a<5^ed like Slaves, and that K a6ted 

like aT — R — t. I need not take Notice, that all the Calamities of a 
civil War and the unfortunate Fate of Charles I, may not improperly 
be faid to arife from the Aft made in the i6th Year of his Reign whereby 
(among other Things) it'was declared that "the Parliament was not to 

be diflblved but by Ad of Parliament" . The Attack made on the. 

Conftitution of Parliament by Charles II. in depriving the People of 

their 
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their Right of frequent Eleftion, gave Birth to the Jealoufy the Nation 
entertained of the intention that Prince had of afliiming to himlelf a defpotic 
Power, They thoi^ht that it (hewed a Diftruft of the Aflfeaions of the 
People, and an Intention to govern by Fear, that worft Kind of governing. 
Warned by this Efcape, the People obtained the Triennial Law, one rf 
the Fruits of the Revolution J a Law which reftored the FREquENCY 
as well as Freedom of Parliaments, the only Remedy left for preferving 
the Constitution. A»d, as the Preamble to an A<ft of Parliament 
(according to Lord Coke's DoArine) is the Key to explain the Words of it,- 
in that Preamble two Things are afferted : That "by the ancient Laws and 
Statutes of the Kingdom, frequent Parliaments ought to be held," and that 
"frequent New Parliaments tend very much to the happy Union and good 
Agreement of the King and his People." I am not inlenfible that there are 
Perfons who have argued, and I fuppofe will again argue that "frequent 
Eledions tend to increafe the Expence of Ele<5lions, already too great, loa 
tnonftroufly exorbitant." But this is an Arjgument built uponialfe Premifes, 
an Argument whereb, the Foundation failing, the Superftru^fhire mull fall 
to the Ground ; an Argument which, like the Cobweb it refembles, breaks 
in the very Handling it : Long Parliaments fo frir from leffening Expences 
and Preventing Corruption, heigthen the One, and promote the Other;- 
for, the longer a Parliament is to laft, the more valuable to be purchaied is 
a Station in it, and the greater is the Danger of Corrupting the Members 
in it. An Annuity for feven Years deferves a better Price than one for 
three 5 and thofe, that give Money to get into Parliament will give more 
for a Seat for feven tlan for three Years. Hence arrifes the Increafe of 
Expences and confequently of Coruption in Boroughs, not from the Con- 
tefls of neighbourmg Gentlemen with one another, but from Strangers 
(by what Influence orDire(5lion I cannot tell) who cone or fend their hire- 
ling Agents to the Boroughs (which they never before fawand not even 
one Inlutbitant of which they know) who have no natural Intreft to re- 
commend them Nothing but Bribery and Corruption, which 

has put Gendemen under the Neceffity of great Expences to preferve their 
Intereft and to fervc their Country. Long Parliaments no lefs deprive the 
People of the only Remedy they have a^inft thofe who either do not under* 
ftand or willfully betray the Truft repoteidnn them; a Remedy which givei 
them frequent Oppertunities to chufe better Men in their Places, and at the 
fame Time is of this Advantage to the Public, that it makes the Members 
a<5l with more than ordinary Caution and CircumfpeAion. I will conclude 
this Head with an Expreffion of my Hope that an Aft of Parliament, 
which the worft Miniftry under the worft Kings never had the Wickednefs 
to attempt till Sir Robert Wolpole^s Adminiftration, will be aftually Re- 
PXALED under a New Admmiftration and the Best King with 
which this Nation was ever bleft^ 
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NUMBER LXXI. To be continued JVeehly. 
SATURDAY, September, i6, 1769. Price Three-Pence. 

The Punilhment of Minifters — , the Happinefs of the People. 

To the Printer of the Extraordinary North Britton. 
SIR, 

Blfliop Burnet, (Hiftory of the Reformation V. I. fpeaking of 
King Henry VIII, upon his Acceflion to the Throne, tells 
us, " That his difgracing Epfom and Dudley, who had been the 
^' cruel Minifters of his Father's Defigns for filling his Coffers, his 
*^ appointing Reflitution to be made of the Sums, that had been 
" unjuftly exafted of the People, and his ordering Juftice to be 
** done on thofe rapacious Minifters, gave all People Hopes of 
*' happy Times, uAder a Reign, which was begun with^ fuch an 
** aft of Juftice; that had, indeed, more Mercy in it than thofe 
'* Ads of Oblivion and Pardon, with which others did ufually 
-' begin." 

The Truth of this Obfervation is fiiUy evinc*d by the whole Courfe 
of our Hiftory j which fhews that moft of thofe Princes, who put 
it in Practice, reign'd fuccefsfully, at leaft, if not glorioufly ; 
whereas thole, who took a contrary Method, have generally been 

both 
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both unfortunate and inglorious. I fliall mention only Henry I. 
Edward IIL and Henry VIII. of the former Sort; and Edward 
11. Richard II. and Charles L of the latter; whofe different 
Fates arc fufficient to put this Point beyond all Difpute. 

It fometimes happens that a Prince is fo far engag'd in Mea- 
fures, which He finds to be wrong, that he is quite at a Iqfs how 
to extricate Himfelf ; but if He Ihould be providentially work'd 
out of his Difficulties, when he had the leaft Reafon to expert it, he 
would certainly take fuch an Oppertunity of eftablifhing Himfelf 
in the Hearts of his Subjects, by giving up his evil Counfelbrs to 
Juftice, and not run the Hazard of being involved in the fame 
diflionourable Circumftances, by trufting the Reins of Government 
in their Hands again. 

But as it is natural to fuppofe that an odious Minifter will leave 
ho Stratagem untry'd, to divert his Mafter from fuch a Refolution, 
it cannot be improper to examine the Arguments, that are com- 
monly made ufe of, upon thefe Occafions ; and We ftiall find them 
all to be founded on a Mifapplication of good Principles, or the' 
Difguife of bad ones. 

For Inftance, as Steadinefs, or Refolutlon, in the Purfuit of right 
arid juft Meafures, is certainly a laudable Quality in a Prince 
This is a neverfailing Topick, in the Mouths of fuch Men, againft 
any Alteration of his Meafures, or his Minifters, however wrong 
the former may be, or infamous the latter ; and becaufe fome wife 
Princes have been juftly celebrated in Hiftory, for fupporting their 
Minifters againft unjuft Oppofition. They infer that it is always 
impolitick in a Prince to regard the Complaints of his People, and 
reprefent it as a Mark of Flexibility, beneath the Dignity of a great 
Prince. Thus do they confound Steadinefs with Obftinacy, and a 
fickle, wavering Mind with a rational Difpofition to correi5t his 
Conduft, whenever He finds it erroneous, whereas nothing in 
Nature can be more oppofite; nor is there a Stronger Mark of 
Weaknefs in a Prince^ than to prefer the private, felf-interefted 
Whifpers of a Minifter, or Favourite, to the loud and open Com-- 
plaints of a whole People^ 

Thus when RicHARp IL took the Great Seal from an Honeft 
Chancellor, for reiufing to put it to an exorbitant Grant, which one 
of his Favourites had obtained, and gave it to another, fit for his 
Purpofe: We are told by Rap in that this Aftion was mightily 
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cryed up by the Favourites, as an Inftance of the King's Steadinefs, 
though it was fo difpleafing to aU the reft of the People, that from 
henceforth He entirely loft their Confidence and AfFecSion. King 
Charles I. was Flatter'd, no doubt, in the fame Manner, for 
continuing the Duke of Buckingham, his Father's detefted 
Minifter, againft the frequent Remonftrances of Parliament, and 
the general Cries of the People, which created the firft ill Blood 
againft that unhappy Prince : and We have feen Perfons, in our 
Days, fli2^melefs enough to affert, as well as others week enough to 
believe, that all his fubfequent Misfortunes were owing to a want 
of Refolution, in giving up the Earl of Strafford j though it is 
demonftrable that they were occafioned by nothing more tl^an his 
obftinate Support of that pernicious Minifter, till He was compel- 
led to yield; which took away the whole Merit of it. The fame 
Perfons have likewife been very fevere upon King Charles II. for 
facrificing a^ faithful a Servant , and honeft a Minifter, as the Earl 
of Clarendon, to popular Refentments. I (hall readily fubfcribe 
to this good Chara6Ver of Lord Clarendon, in general, but lam 
afraid We ftiall not intirely agree about Particulars; for though the 
Sale of Dunkirk,(in which he does not feem to be intirely clear) with 
feveral Malverfations in his Office, both as Chancellor and Prime 
Minifter, were the pretended Reafons, on which the Parliament pro- 
ceeded againft him ; it is well known, at this Time, that the fecret 
Motive of the King's violent Refentment, which procured his downfel, 
arofe from a Difcovery that He had defeated a Project, in the firft 
Honey-Mood of the Reftoration, for fettling fuch a Revenue upon 
Him, during Life, as would have have made him abfolute Mafter 
of the Liberties of England. I cannot help thinking but L — d B — te 

our late Minifte% and our prefent worthy M try have been 

and are ftill taking large ftrides towards Reftraining the Power and 

Revenues of the C n, but hope they will in a Short time meet 

their juft Rewards, and be Exaulted to fome of the heigheft Pofts in 
the Nation. 

In order to confirm a Prince in this falfe Notion of Steadinefs, 
He is told that giving Way to popular Humours can have no other 
Effe<a than to encourage Fadion ; and that, if he fteers by fuch an 
uncertain Compafs, He will have nothing elfe to do but to change 
his Minifters, as often as the giddy Multitude take it in their Heads 
to be diflatisfy*d. This is not only a general Argument in favour 

of 
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ofMiniftcrs, good or bad, and whether the People's Complaints 
agaiaft them are juftornot; but likewife implies this Contradi<Slion^ 
that a Minifter will be lefs dependant and obfervant of his Mailer's 
Intereft, when he holds his Place only during good behaviour, thao 
when he finds himfelf fuperior to all Oppofition, and in a Manner 
eftablifhed for Life. Befides, would it not be more for the Intereft 
and Honour of a King, to change his Mioifters every Year, or 
oftener, if there fliould be Occafion, than to live at continual Odds 
with his People, who will always have it in their Power to return him 
ill Offices, and make him uneafy, however powerfuU he may think 
himfelf, or be in reality? 

But it is further faid, that a Prince is obliged in Honour, to 
protect a Minifter, who is grown obnoxious in his Service, and pre- 

haps by obeying his Comands , What! is he obliged in Honour, 

to protect a Man, who hath betray'd his Honour in the tendereft 
Points, that can poffibly affeA a Prince ; his Reputation in Foreign 

Courts, and the good Opinion of the People at Home? If a 

King can do no Wrong himfelf, and is bound in Honour to fupport 
his Minifter, in doing it, what a blefted Condition muft the People 
be in? 

Leaft all thefe Arguments ftiould fail, a Minifter in fuch defper*- 
ate Circumftances will never fell to add, that his Oppofers are 
Enemies to the King himfelf, and endeavour to perfuade him that, 
whatever they may pretend, they mean nothing lefs than the Sub- 
verfion of his Government, I muft here again, mention that unfortunate 
Prince Richard II. who having recalled his Favourites, in defi- 
ance of Parliament, Rap in tells us, "That it w^mo hard matter 
** for them to perfuade the young King, that Jjrwas for his Sake 
** tbey had fuflfered; and that the Defigns of their Enemies aimed 
" not fo muoh at the Minifters, as atlhe King himfelf. Theyr re- 
•* prefented to him that, by accufing the Counfellors, a Man plainly 
** (hews he belives the Sovereign incapable of govevrning; and that 
" the readieft way to difcredit a Prince, is the perfuading his Sub- 
." jeifts that he makes Ufe of ill Minifters. 

By fuch Arguments as thefe They carried their Point againft the 
Parliament, and in the End abfolutely ruin'd their deluded Mafter, 
•by convincing his Subje<Ss that he was really incapable of governing. 
Nay, even fo wife and brave a Prince as Henry V.. ^i-as feduced, 
•by fuch Pretences, into the Belief of a Sham-Plot, which was trump- 
ed 
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ed up againft the Wicklivites, in the Begioning of his Reign, and 
jcoft the brave Lord Cobham his Life. But he foon difcovered th^ 
•Cheat, and guarded himfelf againft the fame Delufions, for the 
future. 

. The laft Topick I fliall mention, of this Nature, is that it reflects 
»on the Wifdom a Prince to fuppofe him lefs qualified to judge of the 
Abilities, or Integrity, of his Minifters than Thofe who cannot have 
the fame Opertunities of knowing Them. This is a plaufible Argu- 
ment, and no more; for, of all People, a Prince is the[nioft liable to 
Deception, in fuch Cafes. However, the Sycophants, who make Ufe 
of this Argument, have one Advantage in it ; for the weaker a 
Prince is, the furer are They of gaining his Credit, when They caU 
him wife; and They know very well that Nobody elfe will dare to 
contradict Them. But a Prince, of true Wifdom, will never fuffer 
himfelf to be cajol'd by fuch grofs Adulation ; and fince the conduct 
of Queen Elizabeth, with Relation to Lord Burleigh; whom (he 
fuffer'd to grow gray in her Service, hath been much infifted on, by 
a certain Gentleman, and his Advocates; I muft put them in. mind 
that She was not alhamed to own herfcif betrayM by a Parcel of vile 
Ingroffers, nor to correal her Erro/, as foon as She was apprized of 
it by her Parliament; for which (he exprefs*d her thankfuU Acknow- 
Jedgments to Them, with this candid and fenfible Obfervation; "That 
the Servants of Princes have too often an Eye to their own Advant- 
age ; that their Faults are often conceal'd from their Notice; and that 
they cannot, if they would, infpeft all Things, when the weight and 
bufinefs of a whole Kingdom lies on their fhoulders. 

I fliall conclude this Paper with a Story of King William, 
very appofite to the prefent Point, as I find it related to Sir 
Richard Stejele, in his Political writings. 

That Gentlemah having obferv'd, that it is no Reflection on the 
Wifdom of a Prince, that he is obliged to aft by the Information 
of others; illuflrates it in the following agreeable manner. 

*• If I make an abrupt Digreflion form Great Things to Small, 
I fliould on thisoccafion mention a little Circumft:ance, which hap- 
pened to the late King William. He had a Frenchman, who took 
care of his Gun-Dogs ; whofe Bufanefs it was alfo to charge and de- 
liver the Piece to the King. This Minifter forgot to bring out Shot 
into the Field; but did not think fit to let fo paffionate a Man and 
eager Sportfman as the King know his offence, but gave his Majefty 
the Gun loaded only with Powder, When the King mifs'd his Aim, 

this 
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this impudent Cur flood chattering, adminng commending the King's 
Skill in (hooting ; and holding up his Hands, he had never fecn fa 
Majefte mifs before in his whole Life. This Circumftance was no 
Manner of Argument to thofe, who found out the Fellow's Iniquity 
againft the King's Reputation for aquick Eye, and fliooting very 
finely." 

C. R, 

S I R, 

Pleafe to Infert the following Li nes in your next, or as foon as 
poffible, and you will greatly oblige your Conftant Reader, and 
old Correfpondent S. J. 

Sept. 1 2th 1769. 

To John Wilkes Efqr: 

Droop not Brave Wilkes, nor Languish in Difpair, 

I over/rhee will take Efpecial Care; 
That thou 'rt my Son, fincerely I rejoyce. 

Then who fliall Dare upbraid Britannia's Choice* 
Let not the Hirelings Pen, nor Courtiours Spite^ 

Nor all the Ribaldry, which Fools indite. 
Let not the Rebel Crew, nor Scotifti Band, 

Afluage thy glorious Zeal, to ferve this Landj 
My Peoples Rights and Libe.rties prote<EV, 

Gr«at in th' Attempt, ftill greater in th' Effeft. 
The time draws nigh, when Brittiih Fanie fhall rife. 

On Freedom's Wings, Refplendent to the Sky's; 
While Traitors fliockM at their impending Fate, 

Repent their Crimes, but then Repent to Late: 
And you my Son, with Glory Crown'd Ihall be. 

For Worngs fuftained, to fe.t my People Free, 
Proceed Bold Patriot^ on my Son I fay. 

And drive the Dam'd Infernal Fiends away; 
Of Arbitary Power — , all Wiles withftand. 

So Peace and Freedom fliall walk Hand in Hand, 

^ And Briton, like Imperial Kome of old. 

Shall boaft her Preyeliges itill unfold; 
Chalenge the Globe, for Glory, Fame, and Power, 

And blefs the Days her Son was in the Tower: 

So fliall my People e'je be proud of Thee, 

Thou Bold Defender of fair Liberty. 

BRITANNIA 

Printed and Publifhcd by T. BRAYNE,No. 5j,oppofitcHatton-Gardcn,HoUx>ni; 
^d Sold by T. PEAT. No. 22, Flcct-Slrect, and Mr. F E L L,Patcr-nofter, Row.. 
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NUMBER LXXil. To be continued fVeekly. 
SATURDAY, September, 23, 1 769, Price Three-Pence. 

A Second Addrefs to the F a v o u R i x e — , by a Lady. . 

Nofiv Tremble Ty,rant — , DreadiK avenging Rod, 
Falfe to your King, ycoir Country, and your God — . 

My L o R J), 

IN my former Addrefs, I forewarned you of . the Impending 
Danger that hangs over your Head, but as every Day Teems 
with your Guilt, and gives frefti proofs of your Treachery to your 
King and Country; I am of opinion that my Prophecy will very 
foon be fuUfiUed with redoubled Vengance, unlefs your Lordftiip 
can refiite to the fatisfadion of the Public, the affertions of the. 
Crimes laid to your Charge; you ftand accufed my Lord by Dr. 
MuSGJRAVE in his Addrefs to the Freeholders of the County of 
Devon, of having Sold the Peace to the French — , which if true 

what 
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what PunUhment is due to the offenders ; but if your Lordfhip is 
confcious of your own Innocence, and firmly Satisfied that the ac- 
j cu f ation ris faife, why h h not openly refuted to the Public; as it is 
to them you ftand accufed, and to them you ftand accountable. 

The Man whofe greateft-Glory i»«in his Country's Good, and 
whofe Inocence is a Proof againft all the fiery Darts of malicious 
Falfehood, will chearfuUy hold out hisCondu<5las a Monument of his 
Integrity, and bid the World look on; while the guilty Tray tor is 
always fluiniag the ftiir-Fac«7of Day, . ever terriferi atthe thought of 
an-Impeachment, and' his Soul ftung with the pangs of a felf-con- 
demning Confcience. 

If the noble Lord to whom the Patriot Dr. fo repeatedly, 
butr unfocceisfTrfly apptydd toi for an Inquiry^ mta this Darl^ 
Tranfaaion— , I fay if iier(LorAH— f— 4'.had^ hai' tke kafl fos- 
picion of the falfity of the Charge, he would have gladly imbraced 
that oppertunity of vindicating the Honour of his Patron, which 
had been already fo deeply., Cenfur'd^iuiiead of a. Concealment 
he would have Proclaim'd it;to the World; but my Lord, he too 
utelL knew the Dark receffes of your Heart, he knew that an Inquiry . 
into your -paft Coad«<3 would be^ produ^ive» of your Deftru<fHon. I 

Whence my Lord thofe Victories upon .Victories, obtained during 
the -late War, but for tlie Public Good in general — ; whence did 
thePeafants and the Ruftick Swains, leave their focial Frides, and 
Offsprings defolate, and the* rough Soldiers, annimated by the 
glorious Desds of their Anceftocs^ voluntarily rufli forward in the 
Face of Death, courting their Wounds and Scars, but fi^r the Honour 
of their King and Country — ; whence was thofe Millions drain'd 
from the Pockets of the Public, but for the fupport of a Long and 
Glorious War, in order that they might reap the Advantages, of 
an Honourable and Triuoiphant Peac£ — .' 

I muft now afk your Lordflitp what Benefit has accrued to England 
what Advantage adequate to the late Expencive War — , where is. 
the Recompence received for the Blood fpilt, of thofe Britijh Heroes 
who fell Fighting for their Country, with Conquefts on their Swords* 

Where ^ 
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Where I fay is the Recompence received for thofe great acd 
fignal Viftories compleated over our inveterate Enemies ; where are 
thofe Wreaths of Glory that once addorn'dthe Heads of the fvirvive- 
ing Conquerors, but now Traytoroufly torn off by your violating 
Hands, and placed on the Brows of others j are not the Conquefts 
that Proclaim'd the Terror of the Britijh Arms, Sold back to the 
Proud Infulting Foe, and the Public Treafure made ufe of for the 
Privite Intereft of you and your Colleagues — • 

Thefe my Lord are Treafons big with Guilt of the Blackell Dye, 
Treafons that are fill'd with Horror and Difpair, and which Cries 
aloud for immediate Revenge^-; wonder not than my Lord at the 
Odium you have received, nor at the dark Reflexions caft upon 
yourCharafter for thefe feven Years and upwards; rather ftand 
Struck with Aftoniftiment at your being Proteded fo long, from 
the Rage of an Infulted and Injured People, whofe Liberties 
you have fo long Infolently violated with Impuntity. 

Your Lordfliip cannot have forgot the difcontent and uneafinefs 
that appear'd in every Countinance, while every Tongue loudly 
exclaim'd againft the Negociation of the late Ignominious P — ce, 
without haviny. the leaft fu{jpicion of all our valuable * Conqueft^ 
beftAg S-ki biicfc to the French^ We thought it only owing to the 
PiifiUanimity and Blind- headed Ignorance of the wretched Nego- 
tiations — . Than what can you now expert in Juftice to your Crimes 
but inevitable Diftruiiion— , and unlefs your Lordfhip ifues out an- 
other Banditti of your Blood-hounds from the Third R m — t of 

G— — ds to Dragoon the People into a Compliance, I doubt not 
but the Eleftors of every County and Corporation in England vfiW 
Petition hisMajefty for an Impeachment of you and yourColeagues, 
and for the Difohition of the Ptefent Pfoftituted P — ^m — t. Corrupted 
at the Expence of the the Public, aod under the Influence of a De- 

fpotic Ad n, of which your Lordihip is ftill the fole Diftator 

and the filthy Fountain from which our Wrongs proceed. 

The only way my Lord to free ourfelves from this Hydra-headed 
Monfter Tyrcay, is to lay the Axe to the Tree and ftrike it. to the 
Root at once; then and not till then will the People return to their 
Duty, when each Man can injoy the Fruits of his Labour unmo- 
lefted; and his Property be Secure from Tyrant Invaders. 

R O X A N A. 
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To thePrintcr of the Extraordinary North Britton. 

S I R, 

By Infertlng the following Plan, you will greatly pbli|;e yoxir 
Friend and Correfpondent 

1 W, 

A P L A N for the laftitution of a So c i e r Y for effeftually 
<Jureing Venality and Corruption. 

Rules and Orders to be Obfcrved by the Society 

1. ^0 mcmtcdn aJiriSl Loyalty to the King. 

2. To canftder our Native Country as a grand Parent^ to whofe IVelfarr 
we ought Religioujfy to Devote all our Faculties, Pojfejfkms, and even 
Life itfelj. 

3. That the private hiereft, which as incor0ent with, v ofpq/ite to the 
Public Good, Jhould be deenCd equally infamous with Treafort: Since a 
Breach tf Truft is .ever more vnjuftifiabk than open Rapine and Violence. 

4. That a thorough Reformationof Political Morals Jhould be the Great and 
Fundamental End of this Society. 

5. That every Member Jhould begin this Reformation firft ^th himfelf, 
and leave behind him, at his Admittance, every fordidMaxim of Avarici, 
Luxury, andfalfe Ambition, at prefentfo fatal to the Nation. 

6. That every Member in form. Devote his whole Power, Jntetefi, and 
<Japadty to advance the Credit and Importance (fthe Society ; as far as 
regards the Public End for which it is ejiablijhed. 

7. That Truth in Reafoning-, and IVifdom, Equity, and Honour in the 
Mminijiraiion cf State Affaire, not Names or Parties, Jhould be the fole 
iObjeSl of all their Enquiries and Debates. 

X That 
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.8. That w kwwn Penjioner, or Place-man, Jhould ever be admtted on catf 
Terms whatever: Ad to expel with In/any, whatever Member Jlwuld 
Juffer himjelf to be Corrupted afterwards. , 

<). Thai Honour, and Reffe^, Jkdd be acknowledged due ordy to Virtue ; 
and that a State Profiitutey of anf Rank whatever, Jhould be efieem'd w 
better than a Prqfiitute Woman, wkofub/t/kd mi the fp^aves of Infamy. 

10. To fupport with the Intere/i and Countenance of the whole Society, air^ 

Perfin who Jhould be difgrac'd, or perfecuted for inrolling himfelf a 
Member: That, even on the hnxefi Principles, Men may get rid of 
ther prefent Jlavijh Fears, and be induced to appear Virtuous. 

11. To levy a Weekly, Monthfy, or Quarterly Sum on the Members, by wcff 
of Bank, to fupport the necejfary Expences of the Society, cany on xpy 
generous Dejign, or reward an;^ great andeminent Integrity. 

1 2. That tbe whole Society Jhallbe devidedinta as many Parties, of 4^ each, 
as the Nnmberqfthe Members will admit: Every one of which to have a> 
Committee of Five, and a Chairman ; each Comnutte to meet once a Week, 
every difiinil Party once aFortnight, the Chairmen (f all once a Quarter, 
and the whole Body once a Tear, or oftener if extraordiiwry Occafionjhould 
require. That the fhricdeji ConneSlion may be preferv'd between Party 
andParty, and for the more effectual Support and Umonofthe whale. 

1 3. That Medals with proper Devices, Jhould be Jhruck^ which Jhould be 
womby the Members in a Ribband, CooUar-wiJe, as honourable Bages of 
their Devotion to their Country. 

Now, though I am hr from recommending this Scheme as perfect, 
I think it fufficieotly demonftrates how infinately ufeful this, or 
fome fuch Society, might be to the Public. 



And 
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And after this Notice, it would not a little mortify me, to fee 
the Whim of Mafonry able to effecft that which was refiifed to the 
Noble Views of Reafon and Virtue, nay, the very Didates of 
Prudeace and Self-Defence. 



♦^1,* The Publijher of this Paper prefents his heft Refjpeits to his Cor- 
reJjpondevtSy and the Public in general, and beggs the Favour of them to 
fend their Produ£iions, any time before Tuefday Morning, and if approved 
ofjhallbe Infer ted in the prec ceding Paper. 



Printed and Publifhed by T. B R A Y N E, No. 5 5^ oppofitc Hatton-Gardcn, Holhora; 
and Sold by Mr. F E L L, and Mr E V A N S, in Pater-nofter-Row, and T. P E A T. 
No. 22, Fleet-Street, and Mr BOW EN, the top of the Hay-Market, and all the 
News Carriers in Town and Country. 

N. B. Printing in general performed in the beft and moft expeditious manner. 
News Papers, Pamphlets, and aU Periodical publications fent regularly to any part 
of the Town or Country^ 
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NUMBER LXXIII. To be continued fTeekly. 
SATURDAY, September, 30, 1769. Price Three-Pence. 



MY Adverfaries have often reproached me with taking too 
much Liberty in Writing; a Liberty, which is not to be pa- 
rallel'd (as they endeavour to perfuade the World) under any former 
Adminiftration 5 whereas when I review the State Tra<fts of fome 
preceding Reigns, which are generally allow'd to be arbitrary, I am 
equally furprized at the noble Boldnefs of thofe Writers, and the 
fordid Spirit of our modem Advocates for implicit Faith and Sub- 
jection to Men in Powen 

I iave been lately favoured with a Pamphlet, printed in the Reign 
ofKing James the firft (intitled thehonefi bformer, or, Tom Tell- 
Truth's Obfervatiom upon Jbufes of Government-^ addrejfed to his 
Majejfy) in which not only the Meafuers of thofe times are openly 
arraigned, but even the Frailties of the King Himfelf are very freely 
cenfured. Whether this. Piece was vended publickly, doth not ap- 
pear: but if it was only privately difperfed (as indeed feems mofl 

probable 
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probable) it is a Proof of what hath been often obferved, that no Re- 
ftraints or Difcouragements or Penalties can prevent a free and a 
brave People from ftYpreflfing their Thoughts, when they apprehend 
their Liberties or the Honour of their Country to be in imminent 
Danger. 

I dcfign therefore to prefent the Reader, for this Day's Entertain- 
ment, with fome Extrads, the leaft perfonal, from the Pamphlet be- 
fore-mentioned ; which was no Doubt, looked upon as a Libel at that 
Time, though I believe every Body will be now convinced that the 
Aufhor (whoever .he was) wrote like an honeft Briton^ and MOth a 
laudable Intention to refcue his Frince out of the Hands of ignorant 
and corrupt Minifters. 




May it pie of e your Majejiy,, 

** ^ INC E They, that have the Honour to appertaine unto you, 
** 1^^ have neither the Courage nor the Confcience to acquaint you 
** with the fearful Difcontents of the Times, but fuffer you to tofe 
** your People's Hearts io flightly, as if they were not worth the keep- 
'^ mg i I9 a poor unkxu)wae Subje^, who never had the Happin^fie 
** to Come neere yoqr Majefty, but in the Throng, or 00 take any 
•* other Oath in your Service, tKan That 9f jiUepance, have adven- 
** tured upon fo much Forwardnefle, at this Time of Need, when 
*' all Places are indeed voyd. (which Covetoufneffe and huge Anbitim 
*** fetme to fill) as to throft my felfc into the be/i Offia about You ; 
'** betteir thstn leither Trejitkn of the Council, or Earte Marfhd <fEf^- 
^ land; viz. the nobk Office trffrifeyfnrfA; wherein, if Boldnefle 
** makes me forfeit my Difcretion, my Loyaltie, I hope, will begge 
** my Pardon 5 and the rather, becaufe I perfuadc my fclf I am not 
** altogether without Warrant for what I doe ; for it was my Dutie 
'** not long fince to take Notice t3f two Proclamations^ come out in 
" your Majefty's Name againft inordinate TaBdng ; wherein it is your 
" Majefty's gracious Pleafure to make all your loving Subjects, of 
« what Condition feeder, Inftruments of State, by giving them not 
** a bare,^ voluntary Power' but a Subpana Charge and Coanmiffion 
*' to informe againft aH Thofe they ihaU hear, at any Time, to offend 
" in that Kinde. 

" they make a Mock of the Word Great-Britain^ and offer to 
** prove that it is a great deale IdTe than little Er^land was wont to 

^* be' 
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^ be; leffe in Reputatm; leflc in Strength-, Icffe in Ric^s; leffe in 
** all manner of Fertues/, and wfaatfaever elfe is required to make 
" a Sute great and haf$y. 

" The general Curenir of Difcontent, that runs with fuch a fedi- 
** tious Noife over the whole Kingdom, tho' (Thanks be to God) if 
" hath not yet made an open Breach upon your People's Obedience, y er 
** certainly hath weaken'd their Jjfediiom, which hath been ever 
**" held dangerous, and of fo neer Neighbourhood, as commonly 
** there is no way to prevent the one, without remedying the other. 

** The Sources, from whence it rifeth, are two j Diforderat home; 
** and Difhonour abroad. For the firft, I muft confefs, I am not fo 
** well read m the Book of Patents, as that I can make any Iqng 
*^ Difcourfe upon that SubjeA; and therefore will leave it to the 
" lower Houfe of Parliament, which is the true chriftal Fountain 
** that will not only prefent to your Majefty's View (as in a Mirrour) 
^* all the foul Spots of the Commonweal ; but ferve you at the fam« 
" Time with Water to wafh them out. 

** But for the other, which toucheth more to the quick all generous 
" Spirits, and fo excelk in Matters of Complaint as [till it receive ^ 

** Redrefs] all other Clamors ought %o hold their Peace, I dare pre* 
" tend to know as much of it as any other, and perhaps more 
*5 than comes to the Share of a private Gendeman to know; ithav- 
** ing been of late, by I know not what Inclination of my Genius, not 
" only the chofen Fruit of my outward Obfervation, but the very 
** Nourifliment of my fad and folitary Thoughts If then your 
** Majefty will give me Leave to execute my melancholy Office of 
" telRi^ 'Truth, and freely advertife you what thtk grand Grievances 
" are, that cries fo loud for Reparation in all Voices and all Hearts ; it is 
" a juft Incenfement of the Decay of our Country's Honour j a Trade, 
" wherein we were wont to out-buy all our Neighbours, and make ' 
" the great Ingrofler erf th^ Weji-Mies Himfelf Bankrupt, But it 
** feems the Hand of Heaven hath thought good to curb our Felicity 
" in thisPdnt, for we have lived to fee that Stock of foreign Reputation, 
" which that great Si^en your Predeceflbr left us, quite raniflied and 
V *^ and brought to nothing; and for aquiring of new, it is a Thing fo 
" long fince grown out of Ufe, as that it may very wejl be ranked 
** amongft thofe other bruentions we have loft through the Iniquities of 

" the Times. 

The 
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" The old Compafs of Honour is quite forgotten, and our Pilots now 
" a-days have no other Courfe than That of their own Fortwics-^ ac- 
** cording to which They tack and untack all public Affairs. No 
*' marvel then if we fee the goodly VeflTel of the Sute mifguided, and 
** fliamefuUy expofed to all manner of Dangers; fbmetimes by being 
" run aground upon the Sands of Jhallow and wicertam Policy; but moft 
•* of all by being kept at Jnckor [fiill as it is of Leakes and rotten Ribs] 
" in the deep Gulf of &a^Vy; where it takes in more Matter of Ruin 
*' and Corruption in fix Months than can be pumpt out again in fevea 
" Years. Nor can our State/men excufe their Negligence hereafter, 
with faying the fViiid did not ferve ; for never did Heaven blow more 
** favourSle to our Advantage than it hath done of Jate, had we the 
^* Grace to have fitted our Sails to the Faimefs of the Occafioa ; but 
** there hath not been known what Remora hath faung a long Time 
'* upon this iu}fortunate State, and fiill continues of that prodigious 
" Force, as, for aught I fee [unlcfsGod in his Mercy put to his 
*^ helping Hand] it will rather fink us than fuffec us to go forward 
'* in any Courfe, that tends to our Profperity. In the mean Time, 
" our Aiverfaries have Sea Room enough, and all is Ftfhthat comes to 
" their Net. It feems they have forbidden us, under Pain of their 
<* high Difjpleafure, to deal any more in Matters oi Worthy and re- 
" ferving to Themfelves the rich Prize and Iriumfhs of the Times, 
" have thought it fuificient tojlieare our Sheep, and fetch home^/V^ 
** to make Gmgerbread* 

** Not fo much, but the very Pedlars in the Lojv Countries, whom 
" We ourfelves fet up for our own Ufe, are now become our Matters 
** in the Ea/i Indies, and think Themfelves our Fellowes on any 
** Ground of Chriftendom. 

" Of all the Bleflings, that defcend from Heaven to Earth, there 
** is none to be received with more Praife and Thankfulnefle than 
«* That of Peace; but a Man may have too much of his Father^s 
Blefling ; and I fear We have too much Caufe to complaine of 
** Peace; the Excefle whereof hath long fince turned Virtue into 
** Vice, and Health into Sicknefle. As long as other Prinoes kept 
" themfelves within their Devoire, and folloMred your great Example, 
** it was a Thing rather to be gloried in, than any way reproched, 
** that your Majefty was known by the Name of King of Peace through 
** Chriftendome; but now, that both outfworne Enetnies ztidforfwomc 
*** Friends have taken up Armes with one Confent, and as it were to 

defame 
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♦* defame your Majcfties Goodoefle, by cnterpruing tipon your 
•* neereft and ^artji Idtereft in forrmgne Pmtty now, that thejre is 
" Queftion of God's Glory, as well as your owti, and tie Gaufe of 
" both youar Children lies equally a bleeding; now, I fay to con- 
♦* tinue ftill the fame, and ftill unmoved, as though you were m 
** KiT^ of this World, but ftood already pofleffed of the Kingdcane (f 
" tieaven, by Vertue of beati Paetfici-y This certainly is fuch a flrange 
" Piece of Supererogation, as will fceme to aftonifli this prefont 
^* Age, arid That to i3ome, 

^' Pardon me, O King, if I fpeak unto you in a Language you 
** are not accuftomed to heare j but its now no longer Time to blanch 
*« and palliate That, which all tlie World fees; for the blazing Stmre 
^* -^as not more fpetftable in our Horizon, nor gave the People^ 
** more Occafion of Talke. Heaveii grant, it may not be the Gaufe 
" of more Mifchiefe, than the other was a Signe of. It is in yonr 
" Majeilie's Power to take away our Feat© at once, if you will at 
" length know but your own Strength and take a Refolution worthy 

ofyOurfel£ 



u 



" The fundamental Engines of War, every on« knowes, are tvoQ^ 
** Mm and Moneys and would to God your Majefties Dominions 
*' were as well ftored with the Otf , as they are with the Qliier I Then 
" fliould we not proftratc ourfclvcs [as we doej to the great Whwe- 
'^ mafter of Balyim, and for a few Clods of his £arth givis tqp the 
** Honour of our Councrie, and Violate the Honour we owe to Re- 
** ligion. but his Knowledge of oor Wants makes Him prefijme 
*' upon our Eajfinefs, and allures us to this batfe and impiqus Ad\*ltory, 
" though I verily beleeve, in this prefent. He and his Bawdeswill 
" be much deceeved ; for if you and your States, now aflembled 
" together, will tye the holy Knot of Union, and make a firm Co- 
" venant with each other, we fliall not need to go fo neer Hell for 
*• Gold as the Spamjh Mines; or, if we doe, we will take a Courfe 
" to have it, without the Helpe df the 2>ia^. W« fliall be able 
*^ well enought to fupply your Majefty, for the Btifinefle in Hand, 
'" out of that, wlierewith almighty God hath bleffed Us; only I muft 
** advertife your Majefty, that We expeft to fee an Att^ rais'd, as* 

" well 2sSubJidics'y for if we be at tlie Ctor^^ of maintainihg IW^W^^ 
*^ it is Reafon we ihould partake of the Honour ^ad Ben^ of it; 
" efpecially when it is confider'd, how hardly we can fpare Mmey, 
" and howeafilyil4^ 

— Cmiucs, 
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*^' ComineSy the Frenchman^ being in Difcourfe with an Englijh- 

** num about the fVarres our Nation had fo often and with fo good Sue- 

** ceffe made in Prance^ difcreetly faid that almighty God had brought 

'* the Englijh into France to punilh them for their Sinnes ; and when 

" the Sinnes of England fliodd be greater than theirs of France, Hee 
" would likewife fend the French thither to fcourge them 5 and how 

" willingly that Nation would embrace fuch an Employment, may 

** eafily be judged, whether We confider the old or new Caufes of 

" their Hatred. The Vertue of our jincestors fticks ftili in their Sto- 

«* machs; and the true Profeffion of the Gofpel enrages their Con- 

** fcienccs. 

" Behold, Sir, as much as I am able to prefent, and perhaps 
** more than I fliall have thanks for ; but That is the leaft Part of my 
" Pretence. The Love to Truth and your Majeftie's Service de- 
" ferves This and a great deale more of an honeft Man ; and He, 
f * that feekes Reward for well-doeing, knowes not the true Value of 
" a good Confcience, I fliall be content to remaine imknowne, fo be 
" it I may make your Majefty hmw what falfe and wicked Men 
" keepe from you ; the Misfortime of your Government, and the ju/i 
" Complaint of your SuigeSls. 

" If I have offended your Patience, your Majefty may be pleafed 

" to confider how long it hath offended all the World ; and, for- 

" give me, let it not feeme ftrange, or ill in your Majefties Eyes, 

** that I have ufed a few hearty Words in a Caufe my Soule loves 

** above all that is mortal ; and for the Advancement whereof I 

" dare fuffer as much as Th^ deferve, who diffuade you from 

^*it. 

D. 
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To the Author of the Extraordinary North Briton. 

S I R, 

By Inferting the following Ddcripdon of a Political Thief, 
you*ll much oblige your Friend and Correfpondent, 

J. w. 

The Political Thief. 

TTj^ SOP has given us a moft excellent Example of Fidelity, 

/l^j in the following Story of a Dog. "A Gang of Thieves 

happened to break into a certain Houfe at Night, with a deiigo Co 
Rob it ; a faithful Dog, whofe Office it was to watch the Houie^ 
happen'd to over-hear them, and, as in duty bound, endeavoured 
to roufe the Family, and put them upon their Guard; one of the 
Thieves, whom we will fuppofe to be the Head of the Gang, en- 
deavoured to filence him by a great many wheedling Speeches, but 
the better to flop his Mouth, took a large Cruft of Bread out oi his 
Pocket, well greaz'd, which he offered him by way of Bribe,- tell- 
ing him at the fame Time, that all they defired of him in Return 
was only to hold his Tongue while they . went on with a little 
Bufmcfsj and (adds the Thief) if you fhould alarm the Houfe, you 

wiU 
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will hardly be thanked for your Pains ; for they will be apt to fay 
you have done no more than your Duty, and your Fidelity muft 
be your reward ; whereas if you are filent and let us go on, you 
will lay an eternal obligation upon us, and we will feed you with 
fuch fineCrufts as long as you livej but the feithful Dog with great 
Indignation refufed the Bribe, with thefe Words : 

I ft. I would have you to underftand, I am not of f^ hafe a Nature 
to betray my Truft for a Bribe. 2d, I am not fo mean fpirited to 
fell the Fame of my Family, and my own Reputation for my whole 
Life to come, for a Cruft in Hand. 3d. I am not fuch a Fool to 
truft to the Promifes of a Thief; Fm not to be fo taken in; if J 
fliould ferve you, I know your kindnefs will laft no longer than 
while I can be ufeful to you in your fcandalous defigns upon Innocent 
and dcfencelefs People, and ihould you draw me in to lofe my Re- 
putation, I fhall be turn'd off, defpifed by all Perfons of Honour, 
and Starved into the bargain, for nobody will employ me after : 
and I can tell you another Thing, which, tho' it ought to be the 
leaft inducement to Fidelity, yet it isfomethingan Point of jcommon 
Prudence, which is, that it is my own private Intereft to prevent 
your defigns ; fot if J let you rob the Houfe, the whole Family will 
be impoverifh'd and I fliall live the worfe hereafter.' 

With that the Dog feiz'd him by the Throat, the Family came to 
his Affiftance, and the Thief was .takei> and hang'd/' . 

The Moral of this Fable tells ^s, that fair Words, Flatteries and 
Bribes, under the Genteel Name of Prefents,. are the Methods of 
Treachery in all Affairs, both Public and Private, 

But to be more particular, — ^it k certain the Moral of this Fable 
extends to all Kinds of Trufts whatfoever, but in a. more efpecial Man- 
ner to thofe where the Liberty and Property of a whole Nation are 
concerned j for if that Saying be true. That the greater the Truft,rthe 
greater the Treachery, of Confequence, it muft be a more flagitious 
Crime to betray a Nation, than a Family. 

The Reafoning of the Dog is juft, and we nciay obferve Principle 

and good Senfe together prevail'd over Corruption, — ^the Thief wjent 

to the wrong Houfe, and we maj fay he was undone for want of 

knowing his Dog. . 

' But 
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But your Political Thief has {bmetinies better Luck, bccaufe he has 
often to do with Animals who have not the generous Qualities of the 
Dog 

Men are diftinguifli'd under different Clafles by Shake/pear, as well 
as Dogs, — he tells us that Maftiifs, Hounds, Gray-hounds, Mongrels 
Spaniels, Showghes, Water-Rugs, Demi Wolves, and Curs, are all 
called Dogs, but they are to be diftinguifli'd according to the different 
Gifts which bounteous Nature has beftow'd upon them, as, — the 
Fierce, — Swift, — Slow, — Subtle, — ^Houfekeeper, — Hunter, — ^Lur- 
cher, and the like; fo amongft Men, — the Brave, — Cowardly, — 
Faithful, — ^Treacherous, are alike numbered in the Catalogue of Men, 
but the different Q^lities which Nature has imparted to them makes 
Man pilfer more from Man, than from any Animal of another Species 
— ^When therefore national Truftees are obferv'd to take the Cruil, 
and to connive at public Robberies, we may fuppofe they are of the 
Mongrel or rather, of the Cur-Kind. 

I know thefe laft reafon in a quite different Manner from what 
itrcff has done. 

Firft, as to the Point of Honour which the Dog could not get over, 
they will tell you that Honour is not to be eat qr drank, that it will 
neither purchafe a good Table nor French Wine, nor a fine Exjuipage, 
nor a Birth-Day Suit, — that a Strumpet will not take it for ready 
Money, that it will not pafs for a Subfcription at the Opera, nor 
procure a Man a good Look from the Knight of the brazen Head. 
In fine, that it will not procure any of thofe Dtmmrs which have not 
a little contributed to make national Treachery fefhionable ; that Ho- 
nour is therefore a Phantom invented to keep Fools honeft, and that all 
the clever Fellows of thefe times have thrown it afide as a Dead weight 
upon their Fortunes — ^Next, when they have a good Cruft in Hand 
by way of Elarneft, they don't fee why they may not take the Thiefs 
Word for future Bribes, when they know he muft be punftual for his 
own Sake, fo put themfelves upon the Foot of Swifs, to be paid as 

long as they betray, In the next Place, they do not underftand 

how they can be maintained the poorer, for fuffering the Thief to 
rob the Nation, when they are to have part of the Plunder j if they 
are well fed what is it to them, that their Countrymen are half 
ftarv'd ? — ^If they are fleek and fmooth, others rough and dirty, their 

Finery will be the more confpicuous. 

^ But 
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But thofe amongft them who think to glofs over the Affair, fay, 
that they fee no harm in taking the Cruft, provided they enter into 

no Engagements or Promifes to do any Thing for it, ^but does not 

every Body know that in Cafes of this Nature, there needs no ex- 

preis or written Contract betwixt the Thief and the Betrayer? ^in 

the very accepting the Gift (or Bribe) the Service is implied and the 
Thief, and the Receiver underftand one another without coming to an 
openEcairciJfement ; but even where there is a particular Service ex- 
prefs'd, it is always done under the Seal of Secrecy, and therefore 
what they fay muft go for nothing, and we muft in all Cafes of this 
Kind make a Judgment of the Fraud, by the Behaviour of the Par- 
ties concerned.— —Do they connive when the * Nation is robb'd ? 
^Do they go farther, and affift the Thief in committing the Rob- 
bery ? ^Do they ftand by him, and defend him, when thofe that 

are Robb'd are endeavouring to bring him to Juftice ? If they do, 
they have certainly taken the Crufl. As there have been Betrayers 
inPublick, as well as in private Affairs, fo there have been I'hieves 
in Palaces as well as in Prifons. Perfoas of this CharaAer have fat in 
the Counfels of Kings, direded the Helms of States, and difpofed 
of the Treafures of Kingdoms with as little Controul, as if the For- 
tunes of all their Fellow SubjeAs lay in a heap before them to be 
difpofed of as their own private Inheritance. 

I have read of one of th.^e who never moved but loaded with 
Crufts. which he fcatter'd about to corrupt thofe who happened to. 

be ele<fled into Publick Truftj when any Encroachments were 

to be made upon Publick Liberty, inltead of employing Art, Ma- 
nagement and Addrefs to bring about the Mifchief, his only Argu- 
ment was the CRUST j—fo that all the Myftery of Politicks in 
his Time confifted in no more than to know, who would and would 
not take the Cru/i. 

In a Crowd of Betrayers there may be Circumftances that may 
make the A<^ion more Criminal in fome than in others, tho* bad 

enough at beft, thofe who yield thro' pinching NecefSty have 

fome Colour of an Excufe, but in National Affairs how fmall is the 
Number of thefe in Comparifon of fuch as are wrought upon by Ava- 
rice, or pulh'd on by the prodigality of living above their Neigh- 
. bours, not to mention thofe who feem to have a natural Difpofition 
to be treacherous j for fuch theue are. 

Tkere 
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There have been thofe who have made ufe of all their Induftry to 
work themfelves into public Trufts with a premeditated Deiign of 
making their private Advantage of them, and of raifing their For- 
tunes by betraying them ; thefe have not Patience to wait till the 
Cruft is ofFer'd them ; — but prefs, importune and foUicit for the 
Cruft, — it is no fooner in their Power to betray, than they cry out to 
the Corrupter, — ^d dabis, 6f tradam. — With thefe a Public Truft 
is a kind ot a I^der to mount to preferment, and Treachery a Trade 
by which they propofe to become great, and to enrich their Families. 
— — It is pleafant enough, when the Corrupter hoWs up the Cruft, to 
obferve with what Eagernefs thefe Mungrels flock about him, how 
greedily they all leap at it at the fame time, ready to worry one ano- 
ther, contending which (hall have it. 

Among two legged Truftees, Men of fome particular Profeffions 
have been obferv'd to have a. greater Propenfity to Cruftsthan any 
other, — as for Example, Lawyers — have rarely been known to re- 
fiife the Cruft 5 however, at particular Times, the Bluftering Soldier 
that never knew Wars, but who is apt to look extremely valiant upon 
full Pay in Time of Peace, has not fallen Ihort of the Lawyer in this 
Refpeft J yes, the pacific Heroe has been known to fawn and cringe 
to the political Thief, and given his Word and Honour to betray his 
Country for a valuable Confideration /. e. a Cruft ; — ^nay, even fome 
Ecclefiaftical Drudges have been obferv'd to be moft voracious De- 
vourers of Crufts. No Animal (by P//ny the Elder) hunts its Prey 
with a more keen Appetite than thofe Rats that are to be found in 
our Temples. — ^It is certain, that fome of thefe with their wb^ 6fc. 
have been fometimes known to fnatch the Cruft out of the corrupt 
Hand which held it before it has been feirly prefented to them 5 after 
they have lick'd it for a confiderable Time, till they have drawn a 
great Part of the Subftance out of it, they have fewn'd, and begg'd 
to have it chang'd for a Larger 5 fo inordinate is their Love of 
Crufts. 

I think, the firft I'ime that we read of this infemous Race of Cruft- 
Hunters making a buftle in the World was In the corrupt Times of 
fome of the Roman Emperors, — particularly m the Reign of Tiberius 
a great part of the Roman Senate had a nick-name fixed upon them 
by the people, and were called Sejamis^s Curs; becaufe they fawned 
upon him, and bark'd at every Body elfe, — Some Authors are of 

Opinion 
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Opinion that the Breed has been continued ever fince in our Country, 
and that they have lately increased to fuch a Degree as to bring their 
Country in Danger of the fame Servitude which Rome fufFer'd in 
thofe fcandalous Days. 

But let us return to our MoraL The Dog in the Fable was certainly 
a Dog of Honour, and in all Re{pe(5lsdid the Duty of a Faithful 
Truftee, and I wiih all two legg'd Truftees had but half his Virtue j 
but alas! the Cruft is fo tempting or human Nature fo deprav'd, 
that many will not only connive at Robberies, but are ready to worry 
any other Perfon who is honeft enough to give Warning, or found 
an Alarm; for they think, if the Thief Ihould be taken and Hang'd, 
they Ihould have no more Crufts 5 nay, I know fome, who, when the 
Robbery has been over, will face you down, yoju have not been 
robb'd at all, tho' they have had their fcandalous Share of the 
Plunder at the fame Time in their Pockets. 

When a Vice is crept in among many^ it makes a Reformation 
fomething difficult ; therefore if the People fliould go about to pre- 
vent Public Robberies, they muft tak^e from the Thief the Power 
of Bribing, otherwife they cannot be fafe; for while the Times are 
corrupt, and Thieves have Crufts to tempt, there is great Fear they 
will prevail upon Curs to .betray. 



♦^>* T'k Publijher of this Paper prefents his beft Refpecis to his Cor- 
refpondents, and the TubUc in general, and beggs the Favour of them to 
fend their Produ^ions, anj/ time before Tutfd^y Morning , and if approved 
ofJhaUbe Inferted in the preceeding Paper. 
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To the Author of the Extraordinary North Briton. 

SIR, 

If you think the Inclofed, worthy a Place in yoiir Patriotic 
Paper; pleafe to Infert it in your next, and you will confer an 
Honour upon your old Correfpondent 

S. J. 
ff'hen in the tomb Tky Tamper' dfleJhJhaU Rot, 
Aid Ken by Friends tkf Mem'ry beforgt^. 
Still Jhait thou Live, recorded for tfff Crimes, 
Live in her Page, and Stink to after Times, 

Churchill, 

Addrefled to The Favourite, by a Lady. 
My Lord, 

WHILE the Hue' and Cry of the whole Kingdom is up in 
purfuit of you and the reft of the State Plunderers, who have 
folong fed upon the^ vitals of an injured Country, and robbed the 
People of their Property and Repofe, we are infuked through the Ig- 
norance or rather Infolence of your fervile Advocates, who are daily 
pleading the Innocence of their Patrons, and refleAing on the Co- 
hmnny caft upon your noble Charafters. from the Liberty of the Prefs 
and are repeatedly crj'ing out, (what would the people have, or what 

Liberty 
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Liberty can they defire) which is an abfolute Contradi6Uon to the 
underftanding of human Society, the Criminal at the Bar of a 
Court of Judicature, is equally juftified, in upbraiding his Profecutor, 
with the Injury he has received ffiom t^ Sentence pronounced againft 

him, in the Courfc of Public Juftice. ^Your Lordfhip cannot be 

Infenfible, how compleatly wretched you appear in the Ey^s of the 
Impartial Public, .npr i5.it poflibkJbr you to obtaia tht goad-Opkion 
of a People, whom you have already betrayed in the niceft point of 
Honour and Sacjificed their Friendfhipto yovr-cwo prtvtteiMnbitton^ 
nor will the weak eff)rtsthat Jiave been wfed by thofe Slaves and Syco- 
phants, who only pour incenfe at the llirine of B e fucceed in 

their endeavours, in vain (hall they trumpet forth your Innocence, 
it is impoilible to walh the Ethiopian white, and there is too many me- 
lancholy Proofs in record to your Indelible Jnfiimy and Difgrace, 
the People my Lord have unfortunately experienced the great weight 
of your Tyrany and Mifconducft. or whence proc^ds the diifention 
and difcord that prevails amongftall ranks and degrees of people, but 
from the oppreffive meafures you have adopted, and every oppofition 
thjtj h^$:beea made againft youis branded with ihe opprobious names 
of Sedition, Licentioufnefs, and Rebellion, when at the ftme time 
it is no more th^n a juft and fpirited refiftaace of your Iijfarpy, the 
People of England are ever Watchful with a JealQus Eye over the in- 
valuable bleffings of Liberty which they eiyoy, ^nd wbea ever any 
Tyrant or fet of Tyrants fliall dare to invade their Blood bought In- 
heritance, they will ii^ its viftdigatipft rife with redoubl'd vigour, and 
naturally break out into a ftrain of Licentioufnefs upon the Infulter, 
If they (the People) are robbed of their Birth-Rig;ht, I truft they 
will never bft debar'd the prevtledge of Complaint, for when ever 
that fhall be the Cafe, the Confequence will be fetal, as by that 
means tl^ very Foundation of our Freedom will be ftiaken to the 
Center, as a late Patriot * Orator juftly obferved in a Speech, to an 
Auguft Affembly, where he faid, " Every unneceflary reftraint on 
*^ Li^^ejitiou&eis is a Fetter upon the Legs, is a Aackle upon tke 
*' h^iods of Liberty, one of the gceateft Bleffings we enjoy is Liberty, 
** but every good in this Life has its allay of evil, Licentioufnefs is the 
.^^illayof Liberty, It is an Ebullition, an ei^creflfence, it i« a Speck 
" upon the Eye of the political Body, which I can never couch, but 
^- with a Gende, with a trembling hand, leaft I deftroy tk^ whole 
** Body-'- There is fiidi a CoBoe^on between Lice^tioufn^s and 
'* Liberty, that it if not eafy to correjft the pne without dangeroufly 

^^ WQupding the other. 

fo 



"^ Set the Late Earl of Chefterfifild's Speech, in the 15 th, vol, of the debates of Parliament. 




Digitized by 



Google 



No. 75 N O R T H B R k T T N 447 

So by the above Quoliation we may with Satisfa(5tion be evinced of 
this truth, that Liberty and Licentioufiiefs join hand in hand, but that I 
would be properly underftood by the wordLicencioufnefs, which with 
great Juftice and Pipopriety may be ufed for different cafes, and to dif- 
ferent Circiffliftances in our Language, but in this as the allay of Liber- 
ty, it is no ra(Mfe than immediate deteftion, of the vice or Fraud of thofe 
in high and Public Capacities, and fcho* your Lordfhip is placed alttidft 
OQthe highefi pii^nacle of Pdwer, yet you are not on that account lefs 
Cfimina l ■ ■ ^ nor by that ought you to be lefs impeachable, for to 
{peak in the Language of a modem Author. • " I have the fame 
" Contempt fcflr a Rogue in Rags, as for a Villian in Embroidery — . 
Therefore if you are of an Opinion that your Charaderis Libelled, 
or too Freely cenfored by the Public—, Lobk inwardly to your paft 
Tranfaftions, and examine well your Condu(5l, and I am afraid you 
will find it ftdl of Filth and Rottennefs— , What Crimes have you not 
been guiky of? have you not committed every thing that a Man of 
Honour and Humanity would fliudder at the very Thoughts of ? 

Can your Lordfliip view the prefent pofture of affairs without fliame 
and Coafiaik>n, when compared to the glorious profpecft of Happinefs 
at the afcenfion of his prefent Majefty on the Throne df thefe King*- 
doms when the Heart fek, }oy appeared in the Smile of every Counten- 
ance, and every Breaft flowed' with Transport, at feeing a Prince feated 
on the Throtte, who was bom and brought up an Englifliman, one 
who gave the warmeft ProfefEons of his afpiring virtue, for faid he in 
his firft Speech to Parliament — ^, ** I Glolry in the Name of Briton, 
" and .the peculiar happinefs of my Li*fe. will ever confift in prohio- 
*' ting the weliare of my People, whofe Loyalty and warfti affedi- 
" ons to me I confider as the greateftand moft permanent Security of 
'* my Throne——, what Bleffings might we not have expeci^ed from 
a Prince who expreflfed fuch Love to his Subje<5>s in the dawn of his 
Reign, and what Mifery's have we not experienced. 

Through the vile infinuations of a worthlefs minion, dreadful recql- 
ieAio n ■ , how was our towering Hopes blafted by the foul Breath 
of an infoletit Favourite, who by his private connections with a 

fc^^d W — — B, was placed at the Head of ad n, and whofe 

over bearing Influence was and is ftill felt in every department of the 
S ■ ■ t e, tho* your Lordfliip is feemingly with drawn from all pub- 
lic Stations—, yet you are only retired privately behind the Curtain, 

in. 

* Mr. Colman's, in his Oxonion ia Town. 
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in ordef to watch the movement of every Machine of G— ^ — t, and 

to have the guidance of them more appUca;ble to your will. , and 

no man can infinuate himfe If into your Favour,^ untill he has &llen 
out with Honour, Honefty, and Humanity, he muft openly profefs 
hinifelf a Villain, before he can be enlifted under the banner of 
B — r-c, and are not all Honours and Rewards confered upon para- 
ikes, and profligates — , while Men of Sound Principles whofe Lives 
are wholy dedicated to the Service of their King and Country, are 

reje<5ted with difdain, and perfecuted with the gfeateft vigour-^ , 

the prefent G ^t feems to be only an exertion of the moft deipotic 

power — , manifefted in all Ihapes of Tyrany and Violence — , and 
the Public welfare is flightingly fet at nought, while the public Mo- 
ney, is fuffer'd to remain in the hands of a P r unaccounted for 

J ce likewife feems to be banifh'd from the Tribunals—, or why 

have we feen the Law of the Land fometimes relaxed, and at others — , 
ftretched to itsutmoft nerves, juft as it fuited, the will and Intereftof 
an am bitious Minifter. 

It is true our Laws are fufficient to bring the moft exalted Crimi- 

^e^ nals to Puniftiment — , but unlefs thofe Laws are executed with Truth 

Juftice, and Impartiality, for which they were at firft intended, they 

are at bcft as a dead Letter — , the Eftablifhment of Laws was not 

defigned for the advantage of any one, but the injured,, and to the 

Intent that Juftice might be adminiftex'd with equity and uprightnefs, 

between Prince and Peafant . Before I proceed any farther, I 

afk yonr Lordfhip if Juftice was not evaded by Sophiftry and FaUhood, 

in the Tryal of your Countryman the Scotch Soldier, for the foul 

Murder committed near St. Georges Fields, and whether Mmifterial 

Influence did not run very high in vindication of the Aflaiiin — , and 

what is ftill more difgraceable to you and your Aflbciates, is proftitu- 

ting the Sacred Nalne of ■ on purpofe to fcreen Murderers 

from that puniftimeat, they were feotcnced to receive, afe^r they had 

been. candidly tryed, and found Guilty from fufficient evidence, and 

bjr fhe known Laws of this Country*—, perhaps you' will fay as it has 

been already afl'^rted, that it was an ad of Compaflion in advifing 

our S to beftow his — — . Mercy on the unhappy Convicts, 

— but know this my Lord, that Lenity to a Murderer is injurious, to 

the Community in general, and a violation of the Laws, both of God 

and Man, for if we look from one end of the Canonical Books to the 

other, we lhaU find th^ abfolute Command of God, that Blood for 

Blood, 
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Blood, fliall be required, and to convince you of the truth of my Af- 
fertion, I have here Cited, one of the many Paflagcs, recorded in 
Scripture — , viz. — " Ye ihall take no Satisfaction for the Life of a 
" Murderer, which is guilty of Death, but he (hall be furely put to 
*' Death, fo ye fhall not pollute the Land wherein ye are, for Blood it 
*• defi'.eth the Land, and the Land cannot be cleanfed of the Blood that 
'' is Ihed therein, but by the Blood of him that fhedeth it." 

From hence we fee the Commands of God difobeyed, how then can 

we be furprifedat feeing the Laws of Man thus trifled with . But 

to return to the Spring and Fountain of all our prefent Grievances, 
for to enumerate the whole, would be an infult to the Reader, as they 
have moft of them been fufficiently defcribed, by much abler Pens 

then mine '. The negociation of the late Peace, fo Inadequate 

to a Glorious and Triumphant War, will ever be a ftanding Monu- 
ment of your Tray terous proceedings in national Affairs, and to aggra- 
vate your Guilt, it was your Lordfliips greateft boaft, that you were 
the Chief Inftrument in its Reftoration to the Britifli Dominions, and 
if I remember right your moft earneft defire to have it" engrav'd on 
your Tomb — . " Here lies the Man that made the Peace. " But as 
the Epitaph is fliort and deficient in the Illuftration of your Glorious 
Deeds, which undoubtedly you will be defirous of having tranfmitted 
to poflerity. 

Induced by thefe Motives and the happy appearance of your decli- 
ning State, I with Submiffion fuitable to your affability, humbly 
propofe the following Monumental Infcription, to be imprinted to 
the Memory of your paft ConduA, viz. 

" Here lies the Remains of the Body, that was fevered from the 

" Head of that Traitor, the diiTionourable John Earl of 

** who on the tenth of ^In the Year of our Lord one 

•'Thousand Seven Hundred and Sixty-three, Sold the 

" P to the French, which brought analmoft conquering King- 

" dom to the Brink of Ruin, by being left deftitute of all that was 
" valuable, of thofe Conquefts that was obtain'd at the Price of fo 
"much Blood and Treafure — , neverthelefs the Traitorj Tri- 
" umph'd in his guilt for feveral Years, to the aftonilhment of the 
** whole World, till by his heaping Oppreffion, upon Oppreffion, he 
" at laftfell a Sacrifice to the juft Indignation of adifpairing Peo- 
" pie, by whom this Tomb-Stone was erefted to Futurity in order 
** that it might deter all time ferving Tyrants from bemg guilty of 
"the like Offences." 

If 
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If my Lord I have pfciccd any ondefervedeacomiums m the above 
lUuftratioa of your CharaAer, I aflSire you it is not from any wil&l 
defign, and humbly fubmit it to your Lordfliips Superior Judgment^ 
for any alteration you will think proper to make, and ihall conclude 
this Letter, with advifing your Lx)rd<hip to aik forgivenefs of God 
and Man, for the injuries you have done to both, and that you naay 
be acquainted with a Senfe of your Guilt, withdraw from the allu- 
ring banquet of Authority, retire to your Clofet, and there view your 
Crimes, as they are when ftrip'dof the Ambition that accompanied 
them in the perpetration, I have my Lord a fympathyfing Sorrow 
for diftrefled Innocence^ but am an Enemy and reviler of Fraud and 
Treachery, 

R O X A N A. 



%♦ ^ Tubliftier rfthis Paper prejents his b^ RtjpeSls to his Car^ 
refpcndents^ and the Public in general, and beggs the Favour cf them tg 
fend their ProduSHons^ atjy time before Tuefday Aborning, and if approved 
cfjhallbe hferted in the preceeding Paper. 
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Addrcfled to a great Pcrfbnage. 

SIRE. 

I am very fenfible how difficult and dangerous a Taik it is to en- 
deavour to convince a P e of your Difcemment, that your 

Favour and Confidence are illplaced-, or to deftroy the Credit of a 
Man, who hath, at all Time?, the Advantage of your Ear and can 
never want Opportunities of fixing on your Mind Inipreffions in his 
Favour. But as the wife^ Princes are notable to fecure themfelves 

againft Fal/hood and Hypocrijy, I muft conjure your M ^y to 

rejeft that felfe Notion, which fome People endeavour to inculcate, 
that it is atiy Reflexion on a 'Pnnc.e'sVhderftanding^ to be fome times 
deceived hyfpecious Abilities^ bold Afficrcmces znd folmn Frofeffkm. I 
muft therefore beg Leave, with all Humility, to diffent from your 
M y, and freely to declare my Opinion that this Man is nei- 
ther fo Great, fo Wife, fo Honeft, or fo Neceflary, as I am forry to 
fee He hath found Means to perfuade you He is — What! muft the 
whole Machine of Govenment ftand ftill, fliould any Accident hap- 
pen to this one Wheel of it only. — Surely He is not immortal at 
leaft. — ^Muft then your Country be ruined; muft the Conftitution be 
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loft, if He fliould die ? — Is there no One able to fupply his Place? 
— ^He iinift iiavo an uncommon Affurance^ if He hath attempted 
to perfuade you into fuch a Belief. — No, Sir, This hath been the 
common Cant of bad Minijiers^ in all Reigns ; but Experience fhews 
us how rediculous it is. England^ I truft^. will never be in fo deplor- 
able a Condition, as to depend and fubfift on the Life of one 
Minifter. 

His .^ihr^tiTMf indeed is grott. His Jfcfcn^, Godimows, isfmaJL 
His Canity fwells him to an enormous Size; and makes "him. In his 
own Imagination, a meer Gyant in Poliiicks ; but his ConducSt, in 
Public or private Life fpeaks Him to be low and inconfiderable : a 
y£ry Pygff^ ofMat^-^ li Jitile-jiptifices 2ii^'i^ricki^cz\^-G^n^ifyjiit% 
State/mm^ h^ is one. If conjkmmate jSfilitieg, -say if oioreAan greatly 
ordinary Abilities are required, he is none. 

May I prefume. Sir, to anfwer the many Q^eftions that have 

been ur^^ by oneihott Queftioa^oyour M y ? Can he 

ihew us 'One ment^rioos A<5ti9ii ? CaA he, tictwithftanding all his 
Boafting, name one good, one great, one beneficial or truly nati- 
onal Thing, that he 'hath done, during the Courfe -of a long and 
expenfive Admtmftrarien ■? — T^Jingk ?%^, -of this JC-ind, which 
he prefumes to arrogate to himfelf^ is not alas ! owing to him ; but 
was obvious to common Senfe, and praiftifed long before by his 
Predecejfors. 

'Do even his owtt Flatterers pretend to deny his Ignorance in 
foreign l^gotidtiom f And have we not late hftances to convince us of 
his Infuificiency in thoje j^airs, in which he boafts of the greatefi 
Abilities and Ey^erience f 

; It hfts been a&)ed, whether we could offer ime Jn^ance (f his Gmlt ; 
or wercable to fwoduoe z ^ngU Proof (if Jus Male-Adminiftratio:i 
T-^ afliured. Sir, that many ajowLziiig Injimdes of his Guilty with 
fiifficicflt Pronto fupport them, will appear, i whenever the Circum- 
fiances of the Times ^ali make it pcud-ent to produce them ; but 
Ihould your M y difcover any Coldnefe in receiving the Com- 
plaints of your People out (f Parliament ^ it will go a great Way to- 
wards putting it in his Power to keep you from hearing any Thing 
againft him in Pariiament. We could otherwife charge him with a 
kx)fe, carelefs, and negledfol Adminiftration of the )Rfi?^»Kr ; wWch 
he bauh lavifhed away in ^corMant Penjums and unmottMable fecret 

Service. 
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Service. It would appear, that if He hath not himfelf introduced 
Q/rruptm into this Kingdom ; He hath, at leaft, carried it to a greater 
Heighth than was everknow before, in any Age, or in any Nation ^ 
.that He hath bothamaffed and fent an immenfe Treafure, in a very 

few Years; infinitely more than the Salaries and krnim Profits 
of all his great Employments; that he hath endeavoured, in a mean 
/ondbafe Manner, to eftablifh himfelf in your M^ ^y's Favour, 

by rendering others uajuftlyfufpeded of Di//q)«/(y; and what is ft ill 

worfe, 'bypurfuing Me0fures, which heJiopes will -really tend to 
alienate their Jffediiom. 

If you are not already fufficiently convmced of this, his own Con- 
fcioufnefs will, in all Probability, very foon corroborate what I have 
faid, by applying to you for an ^^Grocf. Nay, we are not ig- 
norant of the Method, by which he defigns to bring it about, MmI- 
titudesof your Subjects have incurred 'great Penalties by offending 
againft feme very fevere, diough perhaps neceflary. Laws. The 
Number and unhappy Giicumilauces of thefe Perfons will be urged 
to your Majefty as aReafbn for extending your Mercy by an y^of 
general Pardon 'y whereas the true and real Defign will be to fcreen 
this^Az^ Offender, from tht Puniftiment his Crimes deferve. 

Believe me Sir, that what is called Calumr^ and jifperjion is the 

juft and ferious Reprefentation of your M y's beft aflfeded JSub- 

jeAs, who do not defire to ruin any Man unheard. Be aiTured 

that what is ftigmatized by the Name of Clamour (the Clamour of a 
fmall, Inconjiderable Junto) is the loud Complaint of all your People. 

Look into the City, that great Emporium and chief Support of 

your whole Kingdom. Enquire of the Merchants, the moil valua- 
ble of your Subjefts, whether ^rade does not ftagnate ; whether 

their Commerce is not interrupted ; ^Take a View of the Conrttry 

and afk the landed Gentleman whether he does not fever ely feel the 
Eflfeds of the preferd Meafures. Aft. the laborious Mamfaclurer whe- 
ther he does not fuflfer very grievoufly for want of Empbyment. 
In (hort, aft every Man ofwhat Condition foever, who hath Liberty 
to fpeak, whether he does not labour under fome prefent Diftrefs 

and under ftrong Apprehenfions of greater. ^Nay, prefs it to the 

Confciences of the moft zealous, even of his own Party. Give 
them your royal Word that no Inconveniences fhall attend them for 
fpeaking the Sincerity of their Hearts ; and I will venture to pro- 

mife your M y that you will fcarce find one in a Thoufand 

of 
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of thefe very Men, who talk and aft for him the moft vigoroufly in 
public, who will not privately exprefs, when all Fears are thus re- 
moved, the ftrongeft Sentiments of Uneafinefs and Diffatisfaftion 
under that hard and dirty Drudgery, which his M^qfures make ne- 
ceflary, and to which their (Ww Corruption obliges them to fubmit. 

What Refource, what Hopes of Prefervation can a M- r. 

thus obnoxious, thus univerfally detefted, have ; but by dividing 

the Intereft of his Prince from the Intereft of his Country ? ^As 

he owes his Influence to nothing but Corruption, fo he can have no 

Security but in Force. Thus you. Sir, who are the Darling of 

your People, and in whofe Wifdom they repofe the utmoft Confi- 
dence muft govern by fuch Expedients, for the fake of fupporting 

an evilM r, as none but the vx^ cf Princes can ever ftand in 

need of. 

This Sir, is of the greater Weight and deferves more Confidera- 
tion^ becaufe you may be convinced from the Hiftory of this, as well 
as of all Countries, that Minifters have often blended their own Mereft 
fo artfully with that, of their Sovereigny that even Princes, of the 
greateft Wifdom and Experience, have often been fo for d'eceived 
as to purfue Meafures, which they thought neceflary for carrying on 
their own Affiiirs 5 when, in Truth. They were calculated for no 
other Purpofe than the Support of their wicked l^mjiers. This 
makes you. Sir, frequently difpleafed with theConduft of yourbeft 
SabjeSis ; who, do not mean an Oppofition to your Gcrcerment, but to 
refcue you from the Haixds of your Majefty'^and your People's 
contmm Enemies. 

Is it pofiible that your M ■ ■ y fhould condefcend to enter 
into a fornaal Panegyric on fuch a wicked (and I will repeat and 

prove it too) jfuch a weak Minijier ? Can you think that whwi the 

Struggle fhall come to be between Englijh Liberty and the Support of 

this AfoWj'the Competition will be long or doubtful! No, Sir, 

He muft fall ; let his Support be what it will, the Omfiituiion muft 
be preferved. 

Clamour, when it proceeds from the Emy if a few or the Fa6^ion 
of fome difcontented Perfons, is eafily diftinguifhed from what is the 
general Foiee of the People; and when an univerlal Hatred is con- 
ceived againft oTrfMiniJicr, you may depend upon it that it cannot . 

be 
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be without Reafin and Foundation. —---'Fot the Sake of your People 
therefore, and for your own fake, do not too long defer feeing the 
Neceffity^ which you will certainly be foon under, of giving Him 
up to the Juftice o£ an iigufd and incem'd People. 

It was wifely faid by that great Prince Henry thf Fourth^ when 
his People addrefled Him to difmifs fome of his Minifters, that 
though He knew no Evil of them Himfelf, Hejhould not think them fit 
to continue in his Service^ Jince 7'hey were grown odious to his People. 

The Point, Sir, in a few Words is This. You have, in a Man- 
ner, repofed the whole Adminiftration in his Hands ; and as He 
never foils to take to Himfelf the Merit of all lucty Acidents and 
Events^ he ought certainly to be anfwerable for the vifible Effects 
of his own weak and wicked Counfels ; and as much as He may affecft 
todefpife the Junto of would-be Minijiers, as fome are pleafed to call 
them, I will defy the meaneft of them to manage Affairs more 
wretchedly than He hath done. 

If He hath not received any Pen/ion or Gratuity from foreign 
Crowns (which fome l(^e Tranfactiom give us too much Reafon to 
rufpei!:t) it is jdemonftrable that He hfith lavifhed away immeoie 

Sums to no Purpofe, in foreign Courts. 4f He hath not held CoTt 

refpottdau:e with any of your M ^y's Enemies, it cannot be denied 

that He hath brought IHfficuJties upon your Govexnment and Dif- 
treffes upon your Peoj^^ 

I am ready to grant, amidft all our Calamities, that Jufiice is 
impartially adminijier'd ; and that its Seats are filled with as able and 
upright Men^ as ever adorned the Bench in any Reign. The whole 
Nation rejoices in This, and feels the Benefit of it. But I was not 
a little furprized to hear it urged in your Treafurer's Behalf. Does 
He then fill up the Seats of Jufiice ; or (hall He arrogate to Himfelf 
the Merit of that Choice, wJiich properly and folely belongs to 

your Mr-^ y ? It wouW be of fignal Ufe to his DefigA?, if thofe 

venerable Difpenfers of Juftice were as corrupt as He hath made 
others, and would be guided by his Dire<5tion; but. Thanks to 
their worthy Principles, and not to his Integrity, they fcom to fub- 
mit Themfelves to his Influence ; and if he was inflrumental in 
promoting fome of them to that high Trufl, it was, perhaps, with- 
out 



Digitized by 



Google 



474 The EXTRA OR D I N A R Y, No. 79 

out any Regard to their Merit, but in order to get them out of ano- 
ther FkxCy where He had more Reafon to be apprehenlive of their 
great Jbilities and irtflexible Virtue. 

But fince it hath been thought fit to mention thefe great Oracles 
of Law, I will put the Whole of what I have to fay upon this fingle 
liTue. Send for them, Sir, and examine them, Man by Man, 
upon this Head, Tell them you expeft they fhould deal fincerely 
by You, as the Happinefs of your future Government depends 
upon their Advice ; and if Eleven of them, at leaft, out of the 
Twelve y do not give Him up, I will promife never to open my Lips 
againft Him any more. 

I fliall fay nothing of his Jhimng in Senates-, fince every Body 
knows what his chief Jbilities and moft Jliining %alent,s Jiav^ always 
been in thofe Jjjemblies. 

Having thus laid my Thoughts before your M — ■ y with tliat 
Plainnefs and Sincerity, which my Duty required, I moft humbly 
fubmit them to your royal Confideration. I have the Satisfaction 

at leaft to believe, whether I fucceed or not, diat your M ^y is 

convinced, by ^ny long and fmtJ^ul Services^ that no oth^r Motive 
could have engaged me to ufe this Freedom, though permitted by 

your M ^y, than the moft inviolable Attachment to your facred 

Perfon and Government, and that unfliaken Zeal for the true In- 
terefts of my Country, which I know to be moft predominant in 
your M ^y's own rojal Breaft/ 
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I would not trifle with your time, f would not be fo infolent as to fup- 
pofe, that a Middlefex Jury would fuijpe<ft or imagine that it was for bolts, 
locks, or doors broken, that this aftion was brought j that fuch particulars- 
were eftimated at 200I. others at 300I. and that the Liberty of Mn 

W s was to be eftimated at gool. The valuation of Liberty is new to 

the Law. The conftitution of the Courts of Law fix no value upon the 
L^iberty of individuals, anymore than good citizens can eftimate at any 
price the Liberty of the Public. 

It has bsen infinuated that Mr. W s has not purfued with ailivity, 

thofe who have been guilty of this encroachment upon his Liberty. Bur 
•on the contrarv, I am perfuaded, and affirm, and truft that you too will be 

•convinced, that Nlr. W s took every ftep to accelerate the caufe, and 

.that Lord H ^x took every poffible ftep to retard the caufe. After 

ifllies upon iflues accumulated upon him for fmallfums, my Lord H 

has been dragged into Court as a delinquent for 500I. As long as tht 
record of outlawry fubfifted, no ferther ftep could be taken by Mr. W — s 
that outlawry, has been lately reverfed, and we have now after all the una- 
voidable delays of I^w, alfifted by the Authority of privilege happily 
brought this delinquent to anfwer to you for his condu<St and to make fome 
fatisfedHon for his injuftice. 

I am charged with attributing to my Lord H x, perfonal malica 

againft. Mr. W- s without proof. The idea the Law has annexed t» 

.malice, is a depraved mind, exerfing itfelf againft Perfons who have really 
offered no injury, or none adequate to the refentment kindled and burfting 
•out into action againft them. And the court always fuppofes that kind of 
malice, where no fufficient caufe of mal-treatment appears. It muft there- 
fore be either malice again Mr W — s, or depraved motives againft the con- 
ftitution itfelf, which prompted and impelled the noble Peer to the enor- 
mities that have been difcovered and remonflrated to you by the evidence 
equally of defendant and plaintiff. 

Mr. W s arretted, the cuftody is almoft inftantaneoufly changed, 

and he is fent with amazing expedition to ftri^l and clofe confinement in 

the Tower.. Mr. W b fays, fuch direcSlions were given by Lord 

Eg 1 in the prefence of Lord H x,filent and unoppofing, as 

(hocked even him, frbm which conduft we muft infer malice ; and fuch 
malice appears of all fides, in the procedure of the defendant, as evince 
his a(5Hon to have been entirely under the malignant authority of that 
Paffion. 

The North-Briton is charged in the firft Warrant as treafonable 5 after- 
wards that fevere appellation was dropped : Why then, but to warrant and 

juftify an intention to treat Mr, W s withfeverity, was it ever affumedj 

their L s it feems had followed the courfe of precedents 5 they had 

previoufly taken the opinions of the Attorney and Solicitor General, and 

how far they could opprefs Mr. W s, was the conftant Subjeft of their 

conferences after his arreft. 

No hardlbip, it isfaid, was occafioned by this Warrant 5 yet under this 

very identical Warrant were Mr. W 's papers feized, by means of 

which papers, fo illegally obtained, the noble Peer and aflbciate have per- 
fected him even to the ruin of his fair hopes and expeftations in Life, of 
his Fortune, and, at this moment, he isimprifoned in confequence of it. 

It would have become the Secretaries to have fent for him, made him^U 
the amends in their power, and fo have difcharged him from his Confine- 
ment; but they, artfully and difingenuoufly, offered to bail him, when 
they knew he was in Confinement under an illegal Warrant. 

For 
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. For fear the meaning of clofe Confinement fliould not be fufficientlr 
underftood at the Tower, a particular verbal explanation was fent bytheie 
humane Secretaries, of what they defired his Confinement fhonld be, and 
what kind of imprifonment did they dired ? Even that of the moft atto- 
rbus State-Prifoner j the fuppofed author of a libel was ordered to the 
Confinement of a Traitor; to fee no Friends, no Relations; to be pre- 
vented from makingproof of his Innocence, for want of advice; and when 
the rigour of his Confinement was relaxed, and foftened, as they ftile it^ 
to be able to communicate nothing in confidence to his Friends, to his 
Lawyers; but every word and allien muft pals the obfervaiion of t\^ro 
Officers of the Towen 

Such was the Confinement to which Mx W s was doomed by Lord 

H X ; but this mode of imprifonment has been exercifed, we ar^e 

told, in a more tyrannical degree than Mr, W s experienced. I take 

it for granted, that thofe precedents of Warrants for clofe imprifonment, 
which Aave been produced in fuch clouds, are juft ; and I do moreover be- 
lieve, that there is not a fpecies of tyranny which may not be warranted 
by the praAice of the Secretary of State's Office ; but if thefe precedents 
were his guides, the noble peer had little of the fpirit of an Engliftiman, if 
at the fight of fuch he did not ftart and refufe to follow them. If thefe pre- 
cedents M'ere unknown to him, and the form new, the offence againft the 
Law was entirely his own, and he muft be confidered as the author of the 
precedent; by which conducft he hasraifed and introduc'fed a fpirit of exa- 
mination, that will exert itfelf in cenfuring him^ becaufe it is plain lie 
governed himfelf by rules inconfiftent with the Laws of this Country ; and 
will ftigmatize the Secretary's Office, becaufe we now fee it is the cuftotn 
of that Office to purfuo methods deftru<5)ive of every barrier, which the 
wifdom of our Anceftors interpofed between the powerof the Crown, and 
the Liberty of the People. 

Thefe rulesandcuftoms the noble Peer hathfolbwed ; nor does he give 
any reafonable hopes, that if it were in his power, he would not obferve 
the fame again ; he expreflesno compunilion, lie does not confefs, that he 
has aded upon miftaken principles. But even if he liad exprefled con- 
cern for the injury he hasaone, if he had not made an olfer of indemnifi- 
cation at the Ume time, jou would not have accepted of fucTi repen- 
tance. 

We all know upon whom the expence will light of indemnifying Mr. 

W s for the injury he has received from tlie Laws wliich the noble 

Peer takes for his rule of condudl ; that they ajre not the Laws of this 
Country, we all know likewife ; yet fuch has been the OEconomy of the 
treafury, and fuch the obftinacy of the noble Defendant, that 1 am firmly 
convinced, that ioo,oool. would have been gladly expended towards 
maintaining them. 

But I hope and believe thefe things will be enquired into fhortly in a 
proper place; you too, (gentlemen of the Jury, in your province in 
forming a Verdid, will provide, that it may be an inftruftive axample to 
pofterity, by giving vindi<f^ive Damages, which go hand in hand with 
exemplary Juftice. 
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To the Publisher of the Extraordinary North Briton. 

S I R, 

If you think the following Remarks on the kte Decifion worthy 
a Place in your Spirited and Patriotic Paper, Pleafe to Infert 
them, and you will gready oblige yours &c, 

V I N T I D I U S. 

To a Certain Great Lawyer, 

Henceforth yanr Pleadings I difclme. 
And bar the SanSlicn of wjy ISame^^ 
IVithinyour Courts itJhaUbe read^ 
That Juftice from the Law is Fled, 

Justice. 
My L D. 

ME N in high and Public Capacities whofe actions are founded 
upon Principles of Truth and Honour, when their Honeft 
. Integrity is a fufficient barrier againft all the fiery Darts of Slander 
and Malediction, they will {mile at the vile Calumniator Falihood, 

and 
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and can with Juftice lay claim to that reverence which* is due to them 
from the Public, while they with Chearfulnefs will make their appeal 
ta the Public, for the uprightnefs of their Condu<5> in Admmiftration, 
— nor willagratefgl and free People be backwards in beftowing the 
Incomiums on the Praife worthy witnefs the Popular applaufe that was 
bcftowed upon a Late :|: Chief Magiftrate at the expiration of his 
Mayoralty, for the difinterefted and impartial Conduct, while in 
that high Office, which he filled with fo much honour, and we may 
with Truth paft the fcllowir^ Wdrds in Scripture apon him, *'That 
he neither turned to the right hand nor to the left/' 

But when Wretches who are dead to all Honour and Humanity are 
intrufted with the management of National Affairs, — when Men of 
bad |Jrincipfes htve mifbftunately crept into Adminiftrtition only dn 
purpofe to aggrandize tfleitifelv^ with the Wealth of their FelloW 
Subjects; and to gratify their ambitious Tyranny 5 regardlefs of the 
Public good, and didated by no other motive then felf Intereft, who 
as State vulturs fatten on the vitals of an injured Country, fuch Men 
my L— d will not pafs by uncallumtiiated and libelled, asf a late 
Patriot -f Orator, juftly obferved in a Speech before an auguft Allem- 
bly,*i^— " Theaftions (fays he,) o( thofe in high Stations, can nei- 
** ther pafs withoat notice, nor without ccnfure or applaufe, and 
** therefore an Adminiftration without efteem; with authority among 
** the People ; Let their Power be never fo great. Let their Power 
** be never fo arbitrary, they will be rediculed : The fevdreft Exli(5ts 

" the mofl terrible Punifliments cannot intirely prevent it " and 

of the latter joht L— ^-dflliip has fufficiently wperitnced in fevefal 
Inflances of kte, but particularly with Mr. Blttgley, the Publifher 
of the North-Briton, on whom rhene has been fo lavifhly beftewed fo 
mkny maite ctf the irony cf your Temper, and the tyranny of your 
partial Condu<£t, in the adminiflring of P c J— — e, and in re- 
turn for the unlawful feverities, you have, and are flill infliding upon 
him, he in Juflice to himfelf and ieVery individual, has held you out 
as a fpe^ftacle of Public Contempt, nor «an you now expect to be lefs 
cenfured at a Time, when Murders are riepeatedly committed in and 
near the Metropolis of the greateft and freefl Kingdom in the World 
and the AflaiBnsinfoIently proteAed with impunity,and countanenced 
by a faction the mofl delpifable, of which your L — ^fliip is aa accom- 
plice, I mean the prefent Britifli M ' ' ' y , tho' they are unwor-' 

thy of the Title j and when Juflice is openly evaded by Sophiftry, 

and the vileft Arts that Imagination could invent. 

The 
jMr- Alderman Turner. y^^fK t the late Earl of Chcfserficld. 
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The acquittance of that Court minion, Mr. B i of the foul 

Murder he was guilty of fills every breaft with aftonifhment, and de- 
mands the fincere attention, of every Subject of the Britifli Empire, 
as from the above determination it too evidently appears that you and 

the reft of your Colleagues in ad ^n are fully refolved at the 

Forfeitureof his M Happinefs and Repofe, to Sacrafice the 

Lives and Properties of his SubjecTis, to your own avarice and Cru- 
elty. 

But before I proceed any further, I think it proper to give my juft 
reafons, why I addrefs this Epiftle to your L— dfhip, and firft, be- 
caufe your infamous Influence like an Epidemical Diftemper, feems 
to be contagious and reigns over the greateft part of the fraternity 
of the L — vr. — Secondly, becaufe ypu are Chief J— e of the 

C < of K— «-s B h, and as fuch it is your Office to admit 

Criminals to bail, unlefs their Crimes are of too black a dye, 

but my L— d, is Murder of late become of fo trifl'ing a nature, that 
every bold aflaffin that is well favoured in the fight of the prefent 

M — ' ^y, fliall be granted the indulgence of being a Prifoner at 

large, without the confent of the Profecutor, or the Friends of the 

Deceafed ? which was the Cafe of Mr. B i, but why (hould 

we be furprifed at fo flagrant a breach of privilege, when firom fever- 
al late determinations we are threatened with a total Subverfion of 
that Law to whom every- injured Perfon has a right to fly for Protec- 
tion. Why my L — d, and by what authority was this Enemy to 
Mankind, offered the Indulgence of being tried by a Jury of half 
Foreigners ? upon what precedent was it founded ? I know of no pre- 
cedent that authorizes Foreign Laws to be inftituted in this Kingdom, 
and if 1 remember right, there is an a<5t ftill in force, which abfo- 
kitely forbids all Foreigners from holding any Office under this 
Government. — And what is a Jury but an Office for the Time being, 
therefore a Minifter of State, or thofc to whom it belongeth, would 
be as far juftified in placing a Turk, Jew, or Infidel, into the Office 
of Chief Jufticefhip. 

If your L — dfhip fhould refign, or unhappily for England, if 
Death fhould call you afide, which heaven avert. 

But to return to this good-natured Italian, who from his affability 
of Temper, Politely declined the proffer'd fevour. 

Not 
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Not from a Confcioufnefs of his own Innocence, but he well knew 
if he had been found Guilty and received Sentence of Death, he had 

the 1 was a going to fay the K s, but I mean the D — e of 

G s. Pardon in his Pocket, in return for the Services he had 

done his Grace and the reft of ad n, in calumniating the unful- 

lyed Charafter of the upright Dr. Sharpe, who from a point of Con- 
fcience gave his unbiafled opinion, Contrary to the r-eft of the exa- 
mining Surgeons, in the Cafe of Clark's Death* 

It will be unneceflary to make any particular obfervations on the 
feveral Witnefles on the part of the Profecutor, as they allfpake the 
Criminal guilty of wilful Murder. Then upon what evidence was 
this felf defence founded? What neceffity was there for this felf 
defence ? What immediate danger could he be in at fo early a Time 
as Nine o'Clock in the Evening, ia &> Public a Place as the Hay- 
Market, where People are pafling and repaffing continually, unleft 
he from the depravity of his own heart, fufpe6ted himfelf to be in the 
Hands of a Brother Aflaflin, and fo Jikeatrue Soldier, was deter- 
mined to Ihjike the iirft blow, — upon which of thofe curious pro- 
duftions that appear'd in his Favour, was he honourably aequitted, if 
it was from his own evidence, every Offender that is arraigned at 
the Bar, may with equal Jufticeexpeft the fame indulgence ; If Cri- 
minals were fuffered.to exempt .themfelves from punifhment by their 
own evidence, none would be culpable, as it cannot reaibnably be 
f\ippofed they will turn their own accufers.— * Befides it is difobeying 
the abfolute Commands of the high Majefty of Heaven, when 
he faith.— " Whofoever killeth any Perfon, he is a Murderer, 

** and (hall be put to death by the Mouth of 'Witnefles. Moreo- 

«« ver ye fl^all take no Satisfa<5tion for the Life of a Murderer which 
** is Guilty, " — and is Mr. B — i lefs Guilty becaufe he is a 
Man of Confequence, ,as an Honourable :^ Gentleman was pleased 
to call him in the evidence he gave,-^as to the reft of the evidence 
on his behalf^ they are .as Weak, as they are Wicked, unfupported 
by the folid dictates of reafon 5 calculated in oppoiition to the courfe 
of PubUc Juftice, on purpofe to gratify the will of a Tyrannous 

M y, who from their repeated Cruelties, we may foon expeft to 

fee Murder by long pracf^ice eftablillied into a Law, and for that 
purpofe, 1 would advife your L — dfhip to publiili a Txeatife on that 
Head ; and to fhew plainly without a doubt, wherein a Man may be 
guilty of the Fa<5t, and not accounted culpable, as it is rediculous, 

that every m al affaflin ihould be under the difgraceable Necef- 

iity, of appearing before a Bar of a Court of Judicature, and Sub- 

leded to the forms of a pretended Tryal. 

To 
t The Honourable Mr. B k. 
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To the Publisher of the Extraordinary North Briton. 

Hmejly is the beft Policy. 

« TT E that makes a wrong Conclufion from right principles (lays 
" JLI Mr. Locke) is a Fool." And he that forms wrong principles, 
and draws falfe conclufions (againft his better knowledge) to ferve 
bafe purpofes, is a villain. Such are many of the ftrcnuous advo- 
cates for the prefent M y. Wretches who proilitute their rea- 

fon and confcience for Intereft and Advantage, and contribute to 
their Country's ruin by aflifting the incurfions of Tyranny. Remon- 
ftrance and admonition would be ineffeftual, for (like the Grand 

Apoftate) they are too far advanced in guilt to be reclainaed. 

t( 

Some are milled, by inadM^rtently and implicitly imbibing the 
baneful principles of thefe mifcreants. O ! my deluded Countrymen, 
make hafte to difcovcr the pernicious draught they offer you, leaft 
it prove in the end (like the Prophet's Book) only bittemefsand gall. 

Viewkhis famous M ^y in the mirror of impartial Juftice, and there 

learn their Characters. The ruin of our commerce has already Hiftrefled 
great numbers, and drawn upon them the heavy Curfe of the Poor. 
The repeated Cries of Albion's innocent Blood are enough to wake 
the dead to its vengeance ! Their Influence on M*Lane's Trial, and 
their interpofition in favour of Balfe and M^C^uirk, are inconteftible 
proofe that Rivers of Blood are infufficient to give them remorfe, or 
flop their purfuit of a Nation's Deftrudion. Wilkes and Bingley are 
Teftimonies of their Tyranous Malice, againft the Friends of 
' Liberty. Their grand aim of depriving our Freeholders of their 
right of Eleition, demonftrates their hellilh Intention of enllaying the 
whole People, and their mekn artifices to prevent illuftrious Beck* 
ford's Mayoralty confirm their defperate refolution of defpotifm. 

Let not the fophifticated perfuafions of falfehood any longer pre- 
vail with you to oppofe the public welfere, but retraft your miftaken 
notions, and join in the proper means to free your Country from 
Rapine and Oppreflion. 

Can we ftand by unmoved, and fee the blellings of Liberty, the 
dear-bought privileges of our happy Conftitution, (at which the won- 
d'ring Nations have gazed with aftonilhrnent) torn from us, and rava- 
ged 
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ged by the impious hands of her own unpatural Sons ? No, Liberty 
waves her banners aloft, and calls her votaries from afar, and her fons 
from the ends of the Land, to fupport her glorious efforts for the reco- 
very of her precious rights ! And lo ! her fons and votaries obey 
her call; they catch the facred flame that animated their renouned 
Anceftors, and boldly attend hex to the Throne of their gracious 
Sovereign. 

Surely the Royal Briton cannot be inexorable to herjuft Com- 
plaints. 

You true-born Engliflimen, whofe fouls have a relifli for the fweets 
of Freedom, trantmit the blefBng entire to your pofterity : Tell 
them the excellent^hnmunities they are heirs to, m^e them fwear to 
prefer\'e their birtWright, even to their lateft breath, and (if need be) 
,to feal it with their^Blood. ' 



Xadcafter, Nov. 5, J 763. 

J. P U B L I U S. 






Printed and Publilhcd by T. BRAYNE,No. 55.,oppofite!Hatton-Gardcn,Holborn; 
and Sold by Mr E V A N S, in Patcr-noftcr-Xow, and T. P E^A T.No. zz, Fleet-Street, 
Mr B O W E N, the top .of the Hay-Market, and a^l the News Carriers in Town and 
Country. 
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Of Antient Statutes, with refpeft to Libels. 



SOME kte uncomon Preceedings which confirmed the Jealoufy of 
many Perfons upon the Reftraint of the Prefs, makes it ncceffary 
before it is to late, to Confider a little more minutely than hath 
hitherto been done, all the former Ats of Parliament ^ which did any- 
ways reftrain it, and how they now ftand. 

The firft Aft, which hath any Relation to our prefent Subject, is 
ihTLtoiEdwaxdl. intitled. None Jhall report Jlanderous News, whereby 

Difcord may arife , It fays; **Forafiiiuch as there have been 

oftentimes found in the Country Devifers of Tales, whereby Difcord 
-hath many Times arifen between the King and his People, or the 

great Men of this Realm, 6fr." A Law of this kind, .if it were of 

any Force, might be of excellent Ufe againft aMiNiSER, whofhould 
devifeTales to fet the King againft the People. 

This Law was continued and extended j which laid the Founda- 
tion of the Punijhments for Printing and Publifliing what are now 
called Libels ; and as fuch Writings were made Criminal by the Statute- 
Law, it feems highly reafonable that they were not fo before by the 
common Law, and ceas'd to be fo, upon the Expiration of thofe Statutes. 

The 
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The next was of Richard 11. intitled, the Penalty for telling Slanderous 
Lies of the Great Men of the Realm, which hath the following 
Claufe : " Item, of Devifers offalje News, and of horrible zndfalfe Lies 
(f Prelates, Dukes, Earls, Barons, ^nd other Nobles, and great Men of 
the Realm. &c. of Things, which by the faid Prelates, Lords, Nobles, 
and Officers aforefaid, were never spoken, done, nor thought." 
It then makes the Penalty the iaine a» that <»f Edw. k fo that the 
Reputations of great Men were made as facrcd as that of the King, and 
thought as neceflary for the Prefervation of the pnblic Peace 5 which 
rendered it very hazardous for any Minister to engrofs the 
Crown, by driving away All, who would not come lata his Mea- 
fures, by horrible and falfe Lies^ 

Thefe two ASls were confirm'd by another, in the Reign of Philip and 
Mary -, which annexes farther Penalties ; ** and if it is done by Book, 
Rhime,^ Ballad, Letter, or Writing, the Penfon offending fhall have his 
Right Hiiwiftricken off." — -Ifci Laz«; during the fame Reign» was. re- 
vived, and made to continue. till the laftDay of the.nftxtPartiament* 
In the fuceediug Reign it was ena£led,**That the Offenders expreffed 
in the faid JSt (hall be expounded to extend to the Queen that now is, 
and to the Heirs cf her Body. 

It muft be obferv'd, that the Word Printing is never ufed in any of 
thefe ASsi'y tho' ki anotiwr pafledat the fame Time^ whick made it 
Higk-Jreafon to compafs tibe Death of the ^fiem,. k. ttbo; following 
Claufe; 'y ** And the fama Iniagjnations (haU utter by qpm ffbrdi,. &c, 
OvAbU publijh, or directly f0^ that the^^ueen, during her Life^ is not, 
or ought not to be, S^neen, &c. And if any Peribn, or Perfons, fliaJJ 
by Writing, Printing, Overtdeed, or At, commit any of the Offences 
aforefaid, it fliaff be adjudged tCgh-^Treafin. 

Writing and Pritttfing, •*^ • That Edward YI. was not fufreme Head 
(f the Churcfb', or to compafe or imagine, by U^riting or Printings 
Overtdeed, or Jct^ ta dtepofe op deprive the Kingy &q. is High- 

Treafon." 

In the Reign of Htmy VIIL it was ena(5ted, " That It £hajl be fl^A- 
Treafon to willi or defire, by Words or Writing, or to imagine, invent, 
or attempt, any Bodily Harm to be- done to the King, the ^ueen, or 
their Heirs apparent.' 

The 

^ Edward, vi. Cap. iz. 
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The laji At neceffary to be^ mentioned is another of Q^EU%. in 
Explanaion of diforTmrAi^ which declares, " That it fhallbe iir^A- 
Treafon to intend Dcftruftion, or Bodily Harm to the S^ueen, &c. Or 
to afRrm that the Lavus and Statutes do not bind the Right of the Crcrwn^ 

and the Defccri, Ltmilaticm, Inheritance, or GovemmeTA thereof^ • 

Whofoever fhall, during the i^^'sLife, by any Booky or Wcrky Writ^ 
ten or Printed, expreflfTy affirm^ (before the fame be eftabliilied in 
Parliament,) that anj^ anefarticular Perfin is, or ought to be. Heir and 
SucceJJbrtothe ^ueen, except th^natural Ifjiie of her Body, &c. ihallfbr 
the firft Offence, be a whole Tear hnprifon^d, and Forfeit half his 
Goods, &iCy 

Having thus cited all the Statute Laws I can find, relating to any 
Thing, that hath the leaft Connexion with the Doftrine and Pt^dtice 
of puniihing Idbdi, as for as the End of the glorious Reign of Queen 
Eii%cdxtk'y it will be neceffary to make fome Obfervations upon what 
hath been already mentioned j and to fliew that no Power remains of 
puniihing, in the Manner now contended for, by any of thefe Ats. 

It is obfervable, that our Ste/irf^ £aoJfe begins with confirming the 
great Charter, in the 9th of Henry. III. which feems to imply that the 
faid Charter,, and the common Law of the Land, where the latter wasu 
notcontnary to th^ fomur,, concain'd all the Laws, by which the Peor 
|de, at thart Time, were bound orpunifliabie; and from thtit Time 
there could be no new Crime, but what muft be declared fo by Statute 
Law, in which not only the Crime, buttha;?wij)^wnrfannex'd to it, 
mufl be declared, as well as who are to he.Judges of it, if it is not 
to be try'd according to the great Charter j that is, by a Jvry 
of twehe Men. 

Another Thing, in Affairs triable by Juries upon StatuU-Laws, is; 
they muft either acquit or condemn, according to the Statute. They 
ought, not to find the Thing to be dane^ as lately infifled on, and leave it 
to the Judge to determine whether the T'hing done was Criminal or not j. 
fince the Criminal Part alone is puniihable by the At. 

It is evident, from the Statute-Law, that fome Sorts of Libels were 
punifhable before the 9th of Henry IIL and this mufl be by Common 
Law-, fince it was not hy Statute *,v/hich fome Perfons in later Times, 
have been defirous to compare vriththeir Doctrine of Libels-, I mean the 
A6t of Edward I. which infii6ls a Punifhment upon Thofe^ who tell 
or publijh ary falfe News or Tales j and they are to be imprifoned until 
th^ have brougtfi into Conrt the firfl Author of theTale. — ^Now as no Punifh- 
ment 
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ment is inflifled upon the Aithor by tins At, there muft certainly have 
been fome puniihment for this Crime by the Common Law before. The 
Crime, by this A6t, is telling, or publijhing, any falfe News or Tales. By 
the Common Law before, it was being the Aithor of the tale. From 
whence it is plain that the Crime confifted in the Fa^oorf of the 
Thing told and publiftied by the one, as it does in being invented by 
the (^her. The fpeaking or publifhing truth cannot be a Crime in its 
oivn Nature -, aod and whenever it hath been made fo by Statute, in 
this Kingdom, the Tnings not to be written npon have been always ex- 
preffly declared. 

This very Punifhnr.ent of the Reporters or Atthors of falfe News or 
lales, is a negative Proof that every Man hath a Right to tell or pub- 
lifli the 7'ruth j tho' one cannot refle6^, without great Concern, on 
what hath pafled in the Memory of many Men, upon Profecutions 
for publifhing Libels 2ind falfe News. When the Counfel for the Defenr- 
dants have offered to prove the News not to be falfe, it hath been over- 
ruled by the Court \ and upon the Jury'% only finding the Publication, 
very fevcre Puniihments have been often inflicted upon them. With 
Submiflion to much greater Authority and Learning, I cannot con- 
ceive that, before the Statute of 3 Edward, I. the telling or publijhing 
a9ry falfe News or Tales, was punifhablc by anf Law then in being 5 or 
even fuppofing it was, tht Perfons accufed had not a Right to prove it 
fxifalfi 9 for either the At made that a Crime, which was not fo be- 
fore ; or elfe it only added a new Penalty, and the Defcriptim cf' the 
Crime is the fame as before ; which makes it neceffary to prove, in 
both Cafes, that the Matter fpoken, or publiftied, if^ falfe. 

The two Laws ofEdw.l. and Rich. II, that have been fo often men- 
tlon'd, with the Explanation of them, and that, which makes it High 
Treafon to write or print agamft the Hanover SucceJ/hn,^Te the only Statute 
Laws now in Force, which can any ways relate to our prefent Sub- 
ject of Libelling, or the Liberty of the Prefs, That of Treafon not be- 
ing by any means in Difpute at prefent, the Affair muft turn very 
m uc h upon the ether two. 

It ought to be remember'd that the Lord Coke, who is fo often 
quoted in the Affair of Libels, wrote at a Time, when the Laws of 
the Star-Chamber were thought to be the Laws of the Land \ and that 
moft of his Opinions were founded upon the Determinations of that 
very Court. He likewife afferted the great Antiquity and Powers of 
the Star-Chamber j but he did not live to fee it abolifli'd by At of Par- 
liament. 
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Uament, " becaufe its Proceedir^s, CenJuresznA Decrees have by Expe- 
rience been found to be an hitokrabie Burthen to the Subject^ and the 
Means to intreduce an arbitrary Power and G<rvermient/'-^^ Nor ought 
the Opinion of ever fo many Lavuyers to have any Weight, if 
founded only upon the Judgment and Vi2i&\zt%oithofe Times, 

After this the Prefs was free till the Rejioration; when the politick 
Scheme of reviving the Court (f Star-Chamber might, perhaps, be in View 
to reftrain the Licentioufnefs of the Prefs 5 and if the yia pafs'd for this 
Furpofe could have been rendered eltedual, there would have been no 
need of Precedents for the Punifllment of Ubel/erSy at a Time, when 
the Suppreffion of theJfar-Chamber, and the arbitrary Methods of proceed- 
ing in it were too recent to be forjgotten. 

The private Jbufe of the natural Liberties of Mankind ought to be 
only fo far rcftrain'd, as it is inconfiftent with the publick JFelfare. But 
a Nation, that will ever fubmit to a Rejiraint of Liberty^ under any 
Ptetences of their not being acquainted with publick Bujinefi and the 
aiftions of publick Perfons, which foelFentially concern them, n)uft give 
up all their Liberties. No Man of Senfe ever contended for a Right 
of expofing the Follies of another's private Character-, which is not 
only lU-NaturCy but may juftly provoke the Party injured to retort, 
or revenge it. The Publick is not interefted enough in the Failmgs 
of Individuals,. tofufFer fuch ^Liberty-, though the antient Profecutions 
in thefe Cafes, were for Damages only. But fure the People, 
are vaftly concern'd, not only in that Wickednefs, but the Folly 
of Thofe, who are trufted by them in Publick Rations. This is the 
Point, for which we are at prefent contending j and indeed, the only 
Point worth contending for. 

The //c^n^^ w/dt/ being obtain'd, and the Views of the Ccwrf not 
very «arly difcover'd, it was Ibme Time before there was any occa* 
lion to make ufe of the Precedents of the ^ar-Chamber, in the King's^ 
Bench. But the Judges of thofe times were fo obfequious, that when- 
ever they wanted 2^ precedent, ^y would have it'at any Rate. Jeoffr^s, 
the laftof them declared, that if there were no precedent for what he 
was doing, he did not fee why he had not as good a Right to make one 
as any of his predeceffors. Thus have thofe abhor' d Judges, who could 
notenflave us at that Time, left fome of their fhackles upoil usj and 
tho' K. James could not difpenfe with our Laws, but loft his Crown for 
attempting it j yet Jecffrys, it feems, could not only do that\ but even 
enact Laws, which bind Futurity, for every new precedent nlade by 
the Judges, in this Cafe, is in effetft makmg that Law, which was not 
fo before, if their Rule rf Law is founded upon modem precedents only, 
and not upon old Ufage, or Jets of parliament. Whatever Notions we 
may entertain of the people's making Laws^ or that they are made by 
their Current', yet in many Cafes, it is the Judges interpretation, which 
conftitutes the Law, and it will not afterwards be fuffered to call the 
practice upon it in Oueftion 5 for when the Court hath determined any 
Thing to be Law, alTObjeftions to it are commonly over-ruled. 

By thefe Means, we now enjoy the Fruits of tliofe blefled Endea- 
vours, w'hich were made by Charges and James the 2d. for reviving in 
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another Shape that great Branch of prerogative y the fiar-Chamber^ by 
transferring itspowers znd precedents to the King's Bench. Could there 
be any doubt of this, ih^JiateLaw, or Doctrine of Libels, would fuifi- 
ciently convince us of it j particularly where it is faid, " that what- 
ever might be the Practice of the King's Bench, in earlier Times, we 
find that latterly it hath followed the Examples laid down by thtjiar- 
Chamber for punijhing varimjly, accordbg to the Nature of the Offence, 
more efpecially, fince the fupprejjm of that Courts when the King's 
5enf A found left to itfe If the Correction of a great many Enormities, 
which before were punifliable in the ftar-Chamber. " 

The Refolution may be juftly faid, in fome Degree at leaft, to be 
owing to the communicative Knowle^^ge of the Prefe, even whilft 
under a licenfer^ and yet this Chg upon it was not taken off till it ex- 
pired of itfelfj and even then great pains was taken to revive it, which 
very nearly fuceeded — . Such is the bewitching Love of Power, that 
the beji of Princes are not willing to part with it; much lefs the worfi. 
This fufficently proves how neceflary it is for the Peopk always to pre- 
ferve the liberty of the Prefs ; and whoever cerioully coniiders how 
fmall the Remains of it are, at prefent, m.uft be convinced that there 
have been many late incroachments upon it, without Atof ParliameTA, 
or any other Aithmty of Parliament. That fatal Legacy of Precedents 
is continually growing ; and, unlefs fbme fpeedy Stop be put to them, 
the antieri Laws muft be fwallow'd up in the new ones, which they of 
courfe. create. Every Procecutor. of this Kind, endeavours to fliew 
his Abilities, by ^\\6\n^o\itnew Methods of convicting and punifliing, 
what they call, Libels} and furely their ^fo^ Sagacity, in this Refpect, 
will at length convince Mankind that we hold the Liberty of the Prefs 
by a very precarious Tenure, if at all. 

As every Precedent, that Q^ibliiiiQs the praSlice of our Courts, is a 
Law made without Confent of the people, fo it proves the Rigfit ofthepeo^ 
pie, before, to allfuch priviliges as thefe Lmws abridge; and in like 
Manner, every yi^ of parliament for reftraining the Liberty of the prefs 
is a Proof of thQir prior Right to that Liberty. Again, the Expiration (f 
fuch jkts revives thofe Rights ; and jhe particular A&. for reftraining it, 
in the Cafe of the protejiant Succejfum only, feems to be a Confeflion 
of our Right, to exercife it at'prefent, upon all other public fubjects. 

In fhort, we ought not only to contend for the Prefervation of this 
Liberty, as far as it is//// left us ; but fhould exert our utmoft Endea- 
vours to free it from all thofe extraordinary Clogs and embarrajfments, 
with which it is, at prefent encumber'd. 

For my part, my Paffionsare very warm for the Memory of King 
yiljfrfrf, who hang'd 44 Judges in one Year, as Murtherers of the Law. 
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To the Publisher of ihe Extraordinary North Britok. 



Fervent avaritia miferocpe cupidine fictora! 

HOR/ 

DEPLORABLE are the Times, when the influence*pf Cor- 
ruption counteraAs the intentions of Juftictf, and defeats her 
upright purpofes in her Public Courts. We have many recent 
inftances of it's power ; and though it might not extend to the Trial 
between Mr. Wilkes and Lord Halifax, the Verdift of that fpecial 

Jury is a Public teftimony of their not having fufficiently confidered 
lb important a Caufe. 

Their attention muft have been ftrangely diverted from its proper 
obje6l, or they wouldhave deemed the injuftice done to Mn Wilkes 
(as itrealy was) a daring unjuft attack upon the Liberties of England 
and the Privileges of that (once) refpe<5table Britifh Parliament Mr* 
Wilkes was Member of 5 and confequently, would have p^ftti a ver- 
di(5l adequate to the oiTeace* 

If 
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If this defperate ftroke had fucceeded, it would have Tapped the 
very Foundation of our Eftablifhment, General Warrants would 
have fuperfeded our Magna Charta and Bill of Rights, and brought 
abfolute Slavery upon this ill-fated Kingdom ! 

What might not the People apprehend, when they 6w one of their 
beft Reprefentatives; and trueft Patriots that ever graced the Engliih 
fenate plunder'd of his private Papers, dragged to the Tower, and 
treated with lefs lenity than a Scotch Rebel* Th^ Friends of Bri- 
tain flood aghaft ! they trembled for the event ! they faw their Free- 
dom tottering on its bafis, and the hand of defpotic power raifed high 
to level it with the duft; the great ones (except an illuftrious few) with 
fclf-caution (hunned the danger; while Wilkes with undaunted refolu- 
tion bravely oppofed, and nobly triumphed over the black attempts 
of Oppreffion ! 

Such was the glorious ftand this eminent worthy made againft the 
bold Efforts to enllave his Country ! May his Country's gratitude be 
equal to his Patriotic Spirit, and always ready to defend him againfl 
the envenomed fliafts of powerful Malice. 

Wear him, ye honeft Britons, in your Heart's core, never abdicate 
his generous difintrefted Principals, but copy his bright examples; 
and with him, freely devote yourfelves at the (hrine of Liberty, 
though deftruiftion attend it, rather than fubmit to be a Nation of 
Slaves, 

While the Minlftry were ftraining every Nerve to opprjefs, they 
were inattentive to the State of the Nation, Vengeance againft one 
>yho difputed their Power, engrofled all their Thoughts; and^by- 
an unaccountable viciflitude in Affairs, the fufferlngs caufed by Op- 
preffion, were made ufc of as Topics to prove the very Sufferers 
criminal. Proofs extorted by illegal Means, were admitted as Evi- 
dence to CQnvi<St Him, who charged Them with Robbery and Houfe- 
breaking : and when a Jury gave Damages againft the Violaters of 
civil Liberty, the Damages were ordered to be paid out of the Public 
money. Such has been the Sts^ta of this Co untry during an Admin- 
iftration as unpopular as ever was known. But while they have been 
taken up in the Ruin of an Individual, an z£tivt Enemy has been 
planning the Ruin of the Nation; and when the Affairs of the Conti- 
nent fliould Have drawn the Attention of our political Pilots, they 
fixed It entirely upon the King's Bench Prifon. The affront which 
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have been given to the Nation by Foreign Powers, have been 
palled by with a political Apathy. The ftrides making to univerfal 
Monarchy have not been able te excite either Curofity or Precau- 
tion. Corfica has been fuffered to fall a Prey to the Fangs of 
Ambirion, and its Chief, who could not excite our Pity, when he 
might have been of ufe, is now become a Penfioner to our Govern- 
ment. 

Too faithful in obferving the fanftity of leagues inviolate, we 
have thought a Nation whofe feith is not lefs remarkable than that of 
the Carthaginians, may be as much to be depended on as ourfelves ^ 
and wo have kept as fecurely amidft the terrors of an approaching 
Storm^ as if we had nothing but happinefs in profpe(ft. Our fears 
have been lately alarmed by the whifpersof an approaching rupture. 
But as a ftate of War is a ftate to which our Palinirus is by no means 
equal, he fmothers his fear by roundly afferting that ours is without 
Foundation. The armaments making in the French Ports have beea 
difcredited, tho' the ill difpofition of that Court to the Ruffians can- 
not be difowned. The War ftirred up between that People and the 
Turks, is undoubtedly the work of the grand incendiary of Europe ; 
and it cannot be doubted that they who turned the anris of the Porte 
againft its Neighbours, will likewife endeavour to give them an edge, 
and will undoubtedly give ftrength to their Blows. The affair of the 
Ship which refiifed to ftrike its Colours, has been hulhed up with ao 
alarming induftry. Nor is it lefs alarming that the Peace-maker 
fhould have gone over to France at this dreadful crifis, to prevent 
thofe Flames from breaking out, which will foon involve all Europe. 
What we may expeft foon, may be colle6led from the private tranf- 
adlions of an Officer with refpeft to the funds. And it receives no 
fmall confirmation from the rife of the Premium among thofe, who 
deal in policies of infurance. 

Should we be at the eve of a War, what mufl we not dread ? 
Should a War break out, what muft be our Confuhon ? Where are 
the Friends to Support fo expenfive an undertaking ? What new 
Taxes can be laid upon a People already loaded with Debts, and 
finking under the Burthen of Taxes? The prefent revenue is fcarce 
fufficient to pay the Interefl of our National Debt. What mufl be- 
come of us, if we increafe the Principal? The American Trtide, 
once the refburce of Wealth and naval Strength, is now expiring, 
and when one of the nerves of War is thus cut afunder, what expe- 
dient . 
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dient can we fubftltute In its room ? The is fo unpopular, 

that they cannot fup pofe the People will willingly raife the fupplies to 
maintain a War, which they are to manage. Even the profpe<ft of 
conqueft can raife no tranfports ; becaufe the Nation is jealous, that 
they may be giveA away in the fame maHner as the laft We formerly 
were animated to War, with the glorious views ^fpreferving our Li- 
berties ; but this glorious incentive can operate xwith fmall vigour 
upon thofe, who imagine, that thciy are robbed of their inoft efTential 
rights, and find thofe who have done Military Execution upon them^ 
fnatched from the Hands of Juftice. 

Whether we look at home or abroad, nothing but terror prefents it- 
felf to our imagination. At home, our finances are low ; abroad, 
our Friends are none. At home we are torn by difcontents; abroad 
we are pierced with the outcries of our Colonies. If we have Allies, 
they are too diftant to proteft us j if we have Enemies, they feemto 
be too numerous to be refifted. The Pretender to the Crown is caref- 
fed by one, who likewife has laid claim to it. The Swedes are too 
much diftreffed themfelves, to relieve the diftrefles of others. The 
Ruffians have their Hands full already. The ^Spaniards will undoubt- 
edly join the Frencfh. The Portuguei^e are likely to have a Rupture 
with thef Spaniards. The Pruffian Monarch feems refolved to pay 
h/mfelf the Money due to him, ^by feizing on Hanover. The Dutch 
will not prevent his Views, on account of the Relation between him 
and the Prince of Orange ; and perhaps may give him an helping 
Hand, that they may become the only confiderable maritime Power 
in Europe : ihould they fit down withthe negative virtue of being 
iieuter, their commerce would flourifli, while ours languiflied, and 
they would, in a manner, engrofs the whole Trade of Europe, The 
King of Denmafk may wifh us well, but lie may thirik it dangerous 
to aflift us. Our domeftic feuds may encourage our Enemies, and 
thofe, who are the cauies of them, may leave us to fink in the morafs, 
into which they have conduced us. The capture of Corfica will in- 
creafe our diftrefs, will render the Poffeffion of Gibraltar an ufelefs 
bauble, and cut of all the Trade of the Levant ; and what then muft 
become of our commerce? Such is the embarraiinent of thofe at the 
helm ; they have guided the Veffel of the Nation into a ^uick-fand^ 
and nothing but providence can prevent our Ruin. 
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'The jcritical State of ^he peace of Europe appears at this time fo 
aincertain, that it is too daubious a fpeculation to admit of any 
<:ertainty. To build upon events, there feems a ftrong probability 
for conjefture, that Italy is immediately falling a prey to the ravages? 
of War; the King of Sardinia, conjointly with the Court of Vienna, 
now peremptorily claiming a part of the territory of the Republic of 
<Jenoa, and are already prepared to back their pretenfions by force 
of Arms. The Genoefe undoubtedly will make no conceffion, but 
call in the aid of her Ally and Neighbour of France. This difpute 
would be quite unequal in Favour of the French, were the Houfe of 
Auftria to lie neuter; which, notwithftanding prefent Appearances, 
and confidering the Bourbon Family compad, to which the Court of 
Vienna has acceded, may be fuppofed. How far then can it be ex- 
peded, theBritilh Miniftry will interfere to check the Aggrandize- 
ment of France, our natural rival and inveterate Enemy, by annex- 
ing Genoa and its dependencies to its Crown, may be ihrewdly guef- 
fed by that aftonifhing pacific filence, which fo lately fufFered them 
toufurp the ifland of Corfica ; indeed, it's nothing bjutwhatis ftriAly 
correfpondent with modern Britifh Politics, when our Enemies have 
acquired one part by Arms, Treachery, or Artifice, to let them take 
the other with a feeming indifference. While England fupinely 
totters under an accumulated Load of National Debt, France h^ 
found deep refources ia her own Bowels, by exiling the Society ^crf" 
Jefuits, and now by the fuppreffion of other religious orders, they 
will replenifli her coffers, and be enabled thereby to profecute a vi- 
gourous War againft us, fhould France inter-meddle with Genoa, 
(which in cafe of a War there, flie moft certainly wijtt) and on the 
other hand, affifted by her Coufih and Colleague of Spain, interrupt 
<he naval armament of our Ally of Ruilia in its expedition to the Le- 
vant againft the Turks — Will Britain be an unpQncerned Spectator 
ftill ? furely, if they are, it will be oweing to the diffidence they 
have of the Support of the People, and not to the ifuined ftate of our 
finances ; but what is more juft than for adminiftration to doubt the 
concurrence of the People in any expenfivemeafuresthey take, when 
they know full well the general odium they are under, and ftill per- 
fevere in the fame odious deftru^Ive plan. 

But it may be objefted, fliould they attend to foreign affairs, in 
which this Nation is only indire<ftly interefted ; at a Time, that all 

their 
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their Abilities, Candour, Integrity, Strength, and Treafure, are 
employed in conciliatory xneafures ? England has permitted Franca 
to acquire in this Century, .the fertile , provinces of Lorraine, Flan- 
ders, Alfee, and Ifland of Corfica, andnow to make new Settle- 
ments at Cape de Verd, and other Places in Africa, as well as the 
whole of that valuable Ifland, Hifpaniola, which flie now poflefles, 
is indefatigable in fortifying her Plantations augmenting her Army, 
and putting her Marine upon the moft , refpe6lable footing it ever 
wasiince France was firft a Kingdom. 

Derby, Nov. 23, 

ACCaRAT.US,^ 
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To the Publisher of the Extraordinary North Briton. 



IT has been fald^ that the Method of handling a late decifion was 
unfevourable to a fpeedy conclufion. Give me leave to aik, by 
whom it was rendered unfavourable ? Was it not the Writers in fevour 
of the Miniftry that left the Majority of the Readers behind them, in 
a Cloud of doubt and uncertainty ? The Fa<Sl, in itfelf, was plain 
and artlefs. Two Candidates offered themfelves for the County of 
Middiefex ; one had a large Number of le^l Votes, the other only a 
very fmall Number. The proper Officers returned him who had the 

Majority ; the H of C— — orders the Officers to alter their 

return, and make it the Candidate who had the fmallefl Number of 
Votes. The Vulgar, that is, all who are not Friends of, or conneAed 
with the prefent Miniftry, let their Jftations be nevex fo jconfiderable, 
are alarmed at what they apprehend an encroachment on their un- 
doubted Right and Fundamental Privilege, the right of chufing their 
own Reprefentatives in Parliament 

The 
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The County of Middlefex petitioned the Houfe, but are not re- 
dreffed. Many of the Vulgar, as they call them, then, join, in dif- 
ferent Counti 's and Boroughs, to petition the Throne for Relief; and 
there the Caufeat prefent refts. Is there any thing like a Cloud in 
this ? Is it not plain matter of Fad, which any of the Vulgar, as well 
as the exalted, /. e. the Friends of the Miniftry, may underftand. 
There is no Cloud in it, unlefe it be a black Thunder Cloud, ready to 

burft upon the Heads of a corrupt M ^y ; the Vulgar fee no ; 

Cloud. 

It is next faid it is an erroneous Maxim that no danger to the ftate 
can arife, againft which the Laws of the Land do not expreflly pro- 
vide. What, has this to do with the prefent Cafe ? We are talking of 
the dangers that have arofe, not what may arife j and againft the dan- 
gers that have arofe, there are written Laws. By the written Laws, 
no Man ought to be feized by a General Warrant ; by the written 
Laws, no Man's Houfe is to be broke open, nor his Papers feized ; by 
the written Laws, no Subjeft is obliged to accufe himfelf ; by the 
written Laws, no Man is to be taxed but by his confent, in the Per- 
fon of his Reprefentative in Parliament, nor are any taxes to be levied, 
without confent of Parliament. By thefe Laws, every Perfon poffeff- 
ing a Freehold of Forty Shillings per Annum, has a right to give his 
Vote in the Ele6>ion ef Members of Parliament. Do I leave you be- 
hind me in a Cloud? Or (halLI do it, if I afk, what need of a£ls of 
difcretionary Power, or what fufpenfion of the common courfe of the 
Laws is needful to redrefs thefe Grievances ? They may be neceffary 
to fcreen an arbitraty M ^y, but never for the Relief of the Suffer- 
ers. If any thing could juftify the exertion of fuch Powers, it muft be 
alone for the diftinguiflied punifhmentof the exalted (not the Vulgar) 
who fet thenrfelves above all Law and good Government. 

The Romans they fay, found it neceflary to fly frequently from the 
.Fury of abufed Freedom, under the Wing of temporary defpotifm. 
Who of the Romans do they mean ? Not the Vulgar, I fuppofe, but 
the. exalted, w)ien they had opprefled the Vulgar, and that not till 
luxury had arrived at an amazing height among the exalted. And 
what was the Confequence of this temporary flying under the Wing 
of defpotifm, but, in the end, the total Jofs of Liberty to the 
Vulgan 

They 
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They juftly obferve, that in great Britain, ^* we are under no ne- 
•<:eiiity torifk the very being of the Conftitution, by throwing all the 
Power of the ftate into the Hands of one Man." We have an Aflem- 
blyof Men, whom^k^cdly to be chofen byourfelves, andmt by the 
Minijier, mrhyme another ^ who, as they are merely temporary, iJiAen- 
^£ver they betray the truji repofed in them, it may be expedient for the 
prefervation of the Community, to change*' 

But they fay that the C of Great Britain " are ultimate 

and fupreme — there lies no appeal from them to any other Court ; and 
whatever their decifion may be, it is ftri<5tly legal, as they are ac- 
-countable to no other Judicature for their proceeding." I fufpeft they 
.are intending to leave the Vulgar, both principled and unprincipled^ 
as they diftinguifh them, behind in a Cloud ; but the Rays of 
Majefty, like the chearing Rays of the Sun, pierce and diffipate 
this vapour. To the Throne, there lies, by our Conftitution, an ap- 
peal. 'I'he right of petitioning is the Birth-right of Englifhmen, and 
the diffolving, or continuing Parliaments, is the Birth-right of the 

K . To him, many of us have already, and more are daily * 

applying, as to the Father of his People for the redrefs of Our Grievan- 
ces ; and on the Virtue and Goodnefs of our K we depend, 

ihat we may ftill enjoy our moft dear and valuable Liberties. 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft Humble Servant, 

One of the Inferior People. 

To the Publiiher of the Extraordinary North Briton. 

By inferting the following Addrefs you'll oblige your Friend and 

Correfpondent 

BRITTANICUS. 

To the Eleftors of Great-Britain, 

Gentlemen, 

PRAY give me Leave, to expoftulate a Moment with thofe of 
you who are, or intend, to become Petitioners. That the Peo- 
ple of England have a right to petition the Throne, when they think 
themfelves injured. Is beyond difpute. That they are really injured, 
when the Miniftry interferes in Eleiftions of Members of Par- 
liament, is equally indifputable. What is their Requeft ? A Dif- 
folution of Parliament. Why a Diffobtion of Parliament ? Becaufe, 

fay 



Digitized by 



Google 



.«* 



•50S The EXTRAORPJNARY No. gi 

fay. they, bur Reprefehtatives have deceived us : We expelled they 
would be the Guardians of the Conftitution, and oppofe every In- 
croachment of the Miniftry* I beg your Pardon, my worthy Coun- 
trymen, I am certain you could have nofuch Expectations ; unlefs I 
fuppofe you the raoft ignorant of human Beings. You Voted for your 
Members, becaufe you were ordered fo to do by your Landlord, 
which Landlord you knew .had fome Motive, eitker to oblige, or op- 
pofe the Miniftry. How many Hundreds of you have fold your Votes 
for the paltry Confideration of a few Guineas ? Who are the Mem-, 
bers that Voted with the Mihifti[y ? Are they not, to a Man, Depen- 
dants on the Crown. But is this a new Thing ? Did you not know 
that all Penfioners, Placemen, Officers at Land or at Sea, always did, 
and always will. Vote with. the Miniftry ? What Reafon had you to 
fuppofe fuch Members of the Hoyfeof Commons more Patriotic than 
the Bench of Prelates in the upper Houfe, who have too much .Grati- 
tude ever to oppofe their Patrons and Benefeftors ? In (hort, my Fel- 
low Countrymen, if you are really undone, you may thank yourfelves 
for it. A Nation, that would preferve its Liberty, fhould poflefs fonie 
Virtue. This Nation at.prefent, I fear, poffefles very little. Let me 
put you to the Proof. Suppofe your Petition granted. Suppofe the 
Parliament diflblved. Are you determinednever to fell your Votes ? 
Never to choofe for your Reprefentative a Placeman, a Penfioner, an 
Officer, or the Son or Dependent of a Peer ? If this be not your De- 
termination, I fay your Petitions are rediculous, and your new Parlia- 
ment will be no better than the old. But if you mean not only to be 
free yourfelves, but ,al(o to bequeath Liberty to your Pofterity, you 
muft not only eled independent Men, but you muft alfo inlift on their 
promifing that they will do all in Jtheir Power to promqte the following 
three eflential Bills : 

Firft, ABill to exclude all Placemen,Tenfioners, Officers, and Sons 
of Peers, froni fitting in the Houfe of Commons. 

Secondly, A Bill to limit the Duration of Parliaments to three 
Years, and to regulate the Election of Members by ballot. 

Thirdly, A Bill to afcertain the Piivllege of Members of Parlia- 
ment, to the Intent, that neither Houfe may judge of'OfTenoes com- 
mitted agai'nft themfelves. 

Without thislaft Ac>, the People of England are under as arbitrary 

^Government, as any People in Europe. 

Your's, &c. 

' I: ^y. 

.it To 
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To the Publisher of the Ekthaohdinary North Briton, 

7'he following Letter of jdgermn Sidney, Printedonfy in-afaxrce CclkSlion rum 
in very few Hands, will, I fbrefay, effecially at this time, ix ^fieemed extremely 
agreeable to the Public. Sidnty at length wasptrfitaded-to come over into his native 
Country again, leave having been obtained by the interp^Uim (fthe Court (f France 
but was afterwards put to death, for writing his celebrated Treatife on Government, 
in whidi he exploded the notion (f hereditary and divine Right. This Letter is in 
MJifwer to one, perfnading his return to England Jbon after the Reftoration. 

S I R. 

I am foTTy I cannot in all things conform myfelf to the advice of 
my Friends. If theirs had any Joint coneern with mine, I woul^ 
v^illingly fubmit my Intereft to theirs ; but when I alone am Inter" 
tefted, and they only advife me, to come Over as foon is the ad of 
Indemnity is paft, becaufe they think it beft for me j I cannot wholly 
lay afide my ow^n judgment and choice. I confefs, we are naturally 
inclined to like our owft Country, and I have a particular love to mine: 
I hope I have given fome teftimony of it. I think, that being exiled 
from it is a great evil, and would redeem myfelf frota it with the lofs 
of a great deal of my Blood. But when that Country of mine, which 
ufed to be ef^Qtmed a Paradife, is now like to be made a Stage of In- ' 
jury 5 tiie Liberty which we hoped to eftablifh, opprefled ; all man- , 
ner of profenenefs, loolenefs, luxury, and lewdnefs, fet up in i^s 
height; inftead of piety, virtue, fobri^ty, and modefty, which we 
hoped God by our Hands would have introduced f the beft of our Na- 
tion made a prey to the worft ; the Parliament, the Court, and the 
Army, corrupted ; the People enflaved ; all things vendible, and 
no Man fafe, but by fuch infamous means as flattery and bribery ; 
what Joy can I have in my own Country in this condition ? Is it a 
pleafure to fee all that I love in the World fold and deliroyed ? Shall 
I renounce all my old principles, learn the vile Couif^ Arts, and make 
my peace by bribing fome of them ? Shall their corruption and vice 
be my fafety ? Ah ! no ; better is a life amojlg Strangers, than in 
my own Country upon fuch Conditions, Whilft I liv6, 1 will endea- 
vour to preferve my Liberty; or at leaft, notconfent to the deftroy- 
ingof it, I hope I fiiall die in the fame principles in which I have lived 
and will live no longer than they can preferve me. I have in my life, 
been gxiilty of many follies ; but, as I think, of no meafinefs. I will 
notb'otand defile that which is paft, by endeavouring to provide for 
the future. I have ever had in my mind, that when God fhould caft 
me into fuch a condition, as that I cannot fave my life but by doing 
an indecent aftion ; he fhews me, the time is come wherein I fhould 
relign it* And when I cannot live in my own Country but by fuch , 
means, as are worfe than dying in it, I thmk it fheWs me, that I ought 
to keep myfelf out of it. Let them pleafe themfelV'es with making 
the King glorious, who think a whole People may juftly be facrific^d 
for the Intereft and Pleafure of one Man, and a feiw of his followers : 
let them rejoice in their Subtility, who, by betraying the forpaer 
powers, gained the favour of this, and not ortly pfefcrved, bul^ ad- 
vanced themfelves in thefe dangerous changes. Ne^ertheleft, they ^ 
liiay find perhaps, that the Kihg'^sGtOry is their Ihame; his plenty,, 
the People's mifery ; and that the gaining an Office; or ^ little Mo- 
aey, is a poor pewaid for ruining a Nation ; wlirch, if h were prefer- 
ved in Liberty and Virtue, would truly be the moft glorious in the 
WorliJ; and others may find, they have witS much pairis piircHafed ' 
their own fbame and mifery, a dear price paid for tiiat which rs not 
worth keeping, nor the life that is accorhpanied with it. ' 
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The Honour of EngHJh parHamaits lias ever been, in making the .' 

Nation Glorious and Happy, and not in Selling and Deftroying the 

' Intereft of it to fatisfy the luft of one Man. Miferable nation ! that 

from fo great a height of Glory, is fallen inUx the moft defpicablc ^ 

condition in the World, of having all its good depending upon the 

' Breath and will of the vileft Perfons in it ! Chelated and Sold by them 

they trufted ! Infamous traffic, equal almoft in <Juilt to that of Judasi * 
• In all preceeding Ages, Parliaments have been the very pillars of our 
l^iberty, thti Hire Defeoders of the oppr^fled. They, who formerly, 
tould bridle Kings^ and keep the Balance equal between . them and 
the-Pf^ople,' a^re^now become the Inftruments of ^ our Opprelfions, 
^hd ^ Sword in his Hand to deftroy us. They thernfelves, led by a 
few interefted Perfons, who are willing to buy Officer for themfelves, 
oy th^ ipifeVy of the ^hole Nation, and the Blood of the moft wor- 
thy aiid eminent Perfons ia it. Deteftable bribes! worfe than the 
9aths now in Faftiion in this mercenary Court! — I mean, to owe 
neither my life nor liberty to any fuch means, when the innocence 
qf my Atfions will not protei^ me, I willftayUway till the Storm is 
over. In fhprt, where Vane, Lambert, and HalTerigg cannot live 
in Tafety, 1 cannot live at all. If I had been in England, I (hould 
/ liave exj^etScd a Lodging with .thepi j or, though they may be the 

'*. firft, a3 being more eminent than I, I muft expe^ft to foftow their ex- 

ample in fullering, as I have been their Companion in a(?ting. I am 
moil in amaze at the miftaken Informations that were fent me by my 
Friends, full of expectations of. Favours and Employments. Who 
can think, that they who iniprifoned tl^-m, .would Employ n^.o, or 
- fulfer ijfie to live, when they are put to Death. If I* might live and 

^^-^;/ be employed, can ft be expected, .that I Ihould ferve a Government 

"^, that feeks fuch deteftable means of eftablifhing itfelf? Ah! no — I 

,\ ^ . have nqt learnt to make my own Peace, by .perfecuting and betray- 

■f"- ing my Brethren, more innocent and worthy than myfelf. I muil 

live by juft Means, and ferve to juft ends, or not at all. After fuch 
a Manifeftation of the ways by which the King (hall govern, I fhould 
have renounced .any place of Favour, into which the kindnefs and 
intereft of my Friends migh^ have, advanced me, when I found thofe 
>yho were better th^n J, only fit to be deftroyed. I had formerly 
Ibme jealoufies, the fraudulent Proclamation, for indemnity increafed 
them. The imprifoning thofe three men, and turning out all the 
officers of the Army, contrary to promife, confirmed me in my Re- 
folutions not to return. To conclude, the tide is not to be diverted, 
nor the opprefled delivered j _but God, in his time, will have Mercy 
■ upon his People. .He will fave and defend them, and avenge the 
blood of thofe who fhall now perifli, ijpon the heads of thofe, who, in 
their pride, think nothing is able to oppofe them. Happy are thofe 
whom God (hall make injruments of his juftice in fo blefled a work ! 
If I can live to.fee that day, I (hould be ripe For the Grave, and able 
to fay with joy, Jjjrd now ktteji thou thy fervartt depart in peace^ t^c. — 
Farewel (ny thoughts as to X/w^ and ^cde ; depend upon their A6^i- 
ons ; no man fhall b? a more faithful fervant to him than I, if he 
make the good and projperity of his people his Glory ; rme more hisenerny, if 
he does ike crmtrdry. ' To my particular Friends I (hall be conftant oa 
"all occafibns, ^nd^to. you, 

A mpfl ^ffeilipnate Servant, 

/: A. s r DN E Y. 

.piloted andHPcblHhed-by ^t JS R A Y N E; No. 5 5, oppofite Hatton-Gardcn, Holborn; 
and Sold by MrJl^VrA N % b- Pater*nofter-Roii^ and JVIr B O W.K N, tlie top of .the 
,Hay-Markct, and'^air'iHe'Ncwi Carriei^ InTown and Counir}'. 
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To the Publisher of the Extraordinary Kbi^XH Briton, 



'■SIR,. '.. , . 

TH E Public in general are greatly at a Lois to know who tKe 
Perfon is who ttyles himfelf Sir Richard Perrot, and is laid to 
have prefented a Petition from the Towi of Flint, in North- Wales, to 
his Majefty, by the hands of his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales: 
The Ancient Britons themfelves, and particularly thofe who are na- 
tives of Flintlhire, are puzzled to find out who this Baronet Is, as 
neither they, nor their Forc-Fathears ever heard of any Perfon of that 

Name honoured with that Title in that part of the World. There 

13 indeed an account of oqe Ferrate a NavaScctia Baronet^ who (unlefs 
very lately) never had, taken out his patent; and it is faid that the; 
Ferlon affumiog that Title, has appeared in fuch a variety of differ- 
ent Chara<5lers in this metropolis, as relief no great honour upon that 
dignity, and to have been long a Member of the honourable 
order of the Qicvaliers de Jnduftrie^ or commm Sharpers. The ftme 
Perfon has been in the capacity of a Subaltern Officer in the Pruffiaa 
Army. There is one Sir Richard Perrot advertifed in the London 
Evening Poft 0/ Tuefday the i6thlnftant, on account of his having 
fled from^bis Bail, who lived in Noel-Street, and is threatened to have 

his 
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his Name publilhed at full length, together with a defcription of his 
Perfpn, &c. if he dots not by a ceruin Day call upon the Party in- 
jured, and make Satisfadlion j whether it be the above Perfon, I do 
not take upon me to determine, though I am well aflured it is the ve- 
ry Man. With refpe<ft to the Town of Flint, which I am perfeftly 
well acquainted with, though no native^'having frequently had occa- 
liontopafs that way, I verily believe, without exaggeration, there is 
not half aScoro People in that aniient harbqy (a&it is termed m the 
Petidon) who are capable ^ffignirfg their Names, and they are really 
fo poor, that I queftion wlM^ther there be the like number worth the 
Sum of one hnndre,dPoun4f eaich in the whole Town : -In (hort, there 
is fcar^e to be found a more ^^fpicable Corporation m his Majefty's 
deminions ; for the truth of which I appeal to every Perfon who is 

acquainted with that part of the Country. 

>■ - ■ , 

Now, (hould the Perfon who procured and. prefented that Petition, 

prave to anfwef ^theroC the.above defcriptions, I think it will be 

difcerned by cvtry unprejudiced difpaffionate Man to be the lugheft 

indignity and lApofition that ever was offered to any Sovereign 

•Prince; evea id fuffer one of foch a Stamp and CharaAer to approach 

his^ royal Feri^ Befides, to pitch upon one of the pooreft 

and moft contemptible Boroughs in all the Principality of Wa|^s, or 
even thd whole Kingdom, to Petition the Throne from; in oppofition 
to the moft exteniive; tt)nfiderabfe> and refpeAable Colmtie*, the 
flttoft flourifliing Cities, and th^ moft popubus opulent 1 owns in the 
Kingdom; and in fh&rt> contmr}'^ to the ahnoft univerfal voice of the 
free and independent part of thii Majefty*s loyal and Patriotic Sub- 
jejQB : Ci^rtainly this dernier, imbecile effort of diftraftcd Miniftry, 
is a firanger inftano^ and canvi6tionof their ignorance, weaknefs, 
and. (hallow policy > than all the arbitrary mcafures or abfurd blun- 
ders they have hitherto been guilty of j and at the fame Time may 
be conAdered as the. moil fcandak)us infult to Majefty, as well as the 
grpfleft affront to. a generous difcerning People. 

• With refpe<fl to Skr Johu Glynn, Bart, who reprefents that Borough 
in Parliament, or Sir Roger Moflyn, Bart, who reprefents that Coun- 
ty, we do not find that they know any thing of this Minifteriil Tool 
Sir Richard Perrol^ or in any ref][)eft promoted fuch a Petition. Both 
the worthy Gentlemen I have juft mentioned are not only poffeffed of 
ccMifidcrable independent Fortunes in that County, but are diftin- 
guiftied for Integrity and upright Condy<Sl, l>oth. in. their public, as 

well 
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well as private Capacities j fo.that it is highly injpfobable th^y 
Ihould ever become fubfervient to a corrupt defp^rate Mipiftrpr, wha. 
have alienated that afFe6lion which once bprdered^pon adoration 
from a brave People to their Sovereign, j^nd wbofe meafures now re- 
ceive their only jTupport from fuch as live upon the Ipoils of the. 
Public, and receive the wa^s of Corruption. 

However bafe and unworthy, an iniignificant number of indigent, 
illiberal, venal fouls may have aftcd, by.proftitutmg their Names for 
a prefent trifling advantage^ to promote the deiigns of a profligate 
arbitrary Minifter, ftill, it is to be hoped, that mcoofiderable, dege- 
nerate, rotten Bpry»gliy (which will be always remgoib^red with Infamy), 
will never be of fufiicient weight and influence, ibasto infe^ the 
reft of thofe brave People, whofe anceflors have made fo many qoble 
flruggles for a§es in fupportof their Liberty, whigh they eftecnacd. 
of more v^lue than life itfelf. 

Let them refted it as a facred pledge delivered to them by thofe 
whofe memories they (hould know and revere, and which their pofte* 
rity have a right tp demaad^ ihould be h^ndpd dowa i?QrCh£i^. iftvjo- 
lace^ free frooi the )fajOt,4iiXUQV$i9(^ ^C ei;icira^hment. 

1 am your's, &c. 

DETBCTOt. 

For the Extraordmary NoRtH Britok. 
Jn humble cMemft to Vftifiicat^ a hfe S, ■ ^frm the 2^. ■ [ ^ '^ 

WHEN I hear with what Freedom the People vtry common-, 
ly treat his :-'s lattf SU , I a^ led to undex- 

take a vindication of it, as it appears to my underftanding, and 
would do what is in my power to fliew its propriety, and the air of 
refpeif^able majority winch appears upon the very face of it. — ^Thc 
Canaille, the fcurvy mob, prefume to ridicule the exordium, which 
givesa flagrant proof of their igporance and ftupidity; They are of- 
fended truly, with thefirft mention of diftempered Hotp^d Cattle, 
where truly nothing can have difcovered a better acquaintance with 
the fublimity of ancient Cuftoms, whofe Ian2;uagewa3 highly figura- 
tive and fymbolicaU Horns were the emblem of ftrength, and fgns 
even of Kingly poyff r. . Tb^e was, therefore, both propriety and 
tlegance in the image of ftrength and dignity from Horned Cattle. 

Pp. 
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Bp. Patrick was of opinion, that Aardn, above 3000 Years ajgo, 
formed the Ipprefelitation of an 0^'s Head, to be a fymbolofthe 
divine prefence. And moreover, it is analogous to the lauguage of a 

P — . e, as appears by the Treacher, whoobferves, that, "where 

the' word of a Kihg' is,* there' is power." Eccl. viii. 4. Such intrigues 
of ftrength as the Homed Cattle arej'give- energy to r ^I addrefs/ 

There is a farther aptnefs in the idea, when we advert to the Con- 
dition of the Horned Cattle.; they are diilempered, they ate infev5ti- 

ous. Now it is' only fuppofing his had his eye upon his fur-^ 

rounding P rs and N — ^s, his great Men of every department, 

and the cautionary r — 1 advice is very afFe Aing. The deplorable ur- 
gent need there is, that the utmoft precautionary methods be imme- 
diately taken to prevent the fprcadingof a peftileritial irife<Stion among 
our poHtitalHdrned Cattle, i. e. artibng our M— = — ^rs of State, and 
our Men of Power and Influence, was every' way worthy the lips of 
the jnofl amiable monarchy who is daily ^ken of, as aji ejurmpie^of 
regular and virtuous life. 

* I ownmyftlf lefsible to vindicate in fo clear and <:oevincihg a 
gs manner, fonie other parts of thef S^- — , asrhat, e. g. ** of bringing 

the late War to a. happy coaclufion," and yet, methinks it will admit 
of a defence, for if It was not fo happy to us, it certainly was to our 
^a^ies ; confequently, there can be no capital mifbike chargeable 
on this declaration^ 

And with reg^ard ** to the^manyPerfonc having embarked in.mea* 
furee- highly unwarrantable, calculated to deftroy the commercial 
connexion between the Aiperican Colonies and Mother Country.^ 
This muft be ajlowed no other than the very juft account of this faft, 

when we cafl our eye§ on the many took of the M — ^y , who have 
been employed in difhjrbing the Peace of the Colonies, and ienforc- 
ing meaflires deftru<5^ive of their Rights and Priviliges, ponfid^red as 
a part of the Britifli dommions, 

Thns, I truft, a fair, candid, and impartial defence has been made 

of late f from the t , arid that whofoever (haH duly weigh 

thefe explanatory obfervations, will xxot dare aoy more to raife ob- 
Jeftions -to its propriety and elegance^ 

A^ OTH3i«WD Advocate^ 

" ' ' SIR, 
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For the Extraordinary NoR t h-B r i t 3 n, 

.J ' 

SIR 

IT is with th^^tmoft concern, tliat I find myfelf under a heceffity 
of acqutmting you that the diftemper among the Ihmed Cattle 
has lately broke out in this Kingdom, notwithftanding every precau- 
tion that could be ufed for preventing the infection from Foreign 
Paris. I hope, however to ftop its further progrefs/by laying before 
the Public, in your ufeful Paper, an account of fome of the unfor- 
tunate Familes who have hitherto been injured by a Calamity, which 
if not timely prevented, and put a ftop to, may, nay will, mvolv6 
the whole Nation in ruin and mifery. We are to be thankful how- 
ever, for one very fingular Circumftance : hitherto, God be praifed 
it has broke out chiefly among thofe whofe Fortunes, and way of lifb 
enable them to bear the Lofs, and that too, not very remote from the 
Capital 5 as you will perceive by the.foHowing lift of fome of thfe 
principal Sufferers. What is extraordinary, is, that this difteiripot 
has been moft fatal to the faireft, the youngeft, and thebcft appear- ^ 

ing Cattle? l/)rd Bute Ibft lately a Heifer, bred at Luton, and 
brought up to Town merely as a Vet ! but not comparable with ano- 
'ther of the fame breed which was the property of Sir C— ^ — ^s B — j. 

His G of G n loft a fine milch Cow, .though not much 

efteemed by his L-^^ ^p, nor did Lord B grieve much for the 

Lofs of one of his, fliewas an untoward one. Lord G r has 

had an irreparable Lofs, in as fine a young Heifer as a Man would 
wi(h to drive to Market ; the diftemper reached the paddock of Sir 

C sK s, and one of his milch Cows (a great Favourite) 

W2is far gone^ but recovered ! the diftemper has raged furioufly for fome 

Time, in and about the Park, efpecially at Lord H- n's, apd all 

his Cattle, young and old, have more or lefs been infeAcd, though 
it firft broke out upon an old vicious Cow which he never regarded. 

The Duke of K 's Cattle were feized different from all others 

a chofen Cow of his, kept at Knightibridge for buttering his Bum, 
nothing could keep her within bounds, nor Fence ! nor Yoke ! (he 

broke through the ftrongeft of all Tethers ! The Lords V e, 

O 11, R -<1, and many other People of rank, have had the, 

diftemper fo long among them, that they are become true Mufulmen, 

. and 
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and will not fly from fhe dan^^r, :I cannot help obferving, however, 
with pleafure, that large as the properties are of their Graces the Dukes 
of Marlborough, Richmond, Ancafter, the Lx^rds Pembroke, Spen- 
cer, Bateman, Sackville and many others of great property, that 
there has not the ieaft Symptojnofthis diforder ever, appeared among 
their Cattle. Soirn People fay, it was firft brought into this King- 
dom about iTurijhthree Years ago,, by a mlch Cow from the Cantimnt, 
and that the £1^7 has been more or leis, with qs ever fince ; be that 
as it may, fare I am, that this diftemper never made fuch havock 
here till after the importation of two remarkable fine Heifers, which 
were landed herefrom a Neighbouring Kingdom; one of which ia 
particular infe<Sted many others, and a<Jlually died, with the diftem- 
per upon her, I doubt not Sir, but fome of your Corefppndents, who 
are better informed than I am, will give the Public fome further 
flints, from which we may derive fome diftinguiOied advantages, 
and ihew, as I have done, a leal for the true Intereft of my Counr 
try, which cannot but be approved and admired, both at Home 
and abroad. 

Voor's, 

A. BULL. 
Jan. i^, 1770. 
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